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BATTLE OF CEDAR RON. 



REPORT Otf LIEUTENANT GENERAL JACKSON. 



Headquarters Second Corps, A. N. V., > 

April 4, 1S63. J 

Brigadier General R. H. Chilton, 

Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General, 

Headquarters Department Northern Virginia : 

General : I have the honor herewith to submit to you a report of 
the operations of my command in the battle of Cedar Rui*, on the 9th 
day of August, 1862: 

intelligence having reached the commanding General that Gordons- 
ville was endangered by the approach of the enemy, I was ordered to 
move in that direction with EwelPs and Jackson's divisions, from my 
position on the Mechanicsville turnpike, near Richmond. I arrived 
near Gordonsville on the 19th day of July. From information re- 
ceived respecting the strength of the opposing Federal army, under 
General Pope, 1 requested the commanding General to reinforce me. 
He accordingly sent forward Major General A. P. Hill, with his 
division. On the 2nd of August, whilst Colonel (now Brigadier 
General) W. E. Jones, by direction of Brigadier General Robertson, 
was moving with the seventh Virginia cavalry to take charge of picket 
posts on the Rapidan, he received intelligence, before he reached 
Orange Court-House, that the enemy was in possession of the town. 
Finding the main street filled with Federal cavalry, Colonel Jones 
boldly charged the head of the Federal column, whilst its flank was 
attacked by another portion of the regiment, under Major Marshall. 
Both attacks were successful and the enemy was hastily driven from 
the town; but as our cavalry was vastly outnumbered, it was soon 
after forced to fall back, in consequence of the enemy's greatly supe- 
rior force in front, and the fire from his flanking parties. Upon 
Colonel Jones' subsequent show of resistance, near where the engage- 
ment commenced, the enemy retired a short distance, and about an 
hour afterwards retreated. Whilst Colonel Jones was gallantly lead- 



ing his men in the charge he received a sabre wound. I regret to 
say that, during the engagement, Major Marshall was captured. 

Having received information that only part of General Pope's army 
was at Culpeper Court-House, and hoping, through the blessing of 
Providence, to be able to defeat it before reinforcements should arrive 
th'ere, Ewell's, Hill's and Jackson's divisions were moved, oa the 7th, 
in the direction of the enemy, from their respective encampments 
near Gordonsville. On the morning of .the 8th, the enemy's cavalry, 
north of the, Rapidan, was driven back by ours, under Brigadier 
General Robertson. Our cavalry pursued the enemy's on the direct 
road from Barnett's ford to Culpeper Court-House, and was followed 
by the other troops, Ewell's division leading. As the Federal cavalry* 
subsequently displayed unusual activity, and, from reports received 
by me, was seriously endangering the train of Jackson's division, I 
directed General Lawton to guard it with his brigade,. He was thus 
thrown in rear of the division, and prevented from taking part in the 
battle of the following day. t 

On the 9th, as we arrived within about eight miles of Culpeper 
Court-House, we found the enemy in our front, near Cedar Run, and 
a short distance west and north of Slaughter's Mountain. When first 
seen, his cavalry, in large force, occupied a ridge to the right of the 
road. A battery, under Lieutenant Terry, opened upon the cavalry, 
which soon forced it to retire. Our fire was responded to by some 
guns beyond the ridge, from which the Federal advance had just been 
driven. Soon after this, the enemy's cavalry returned to the posi- 
tion where U was first seen. General Early was ordered forward, 
keeping near the Culpeper road, whilst General Ewell, with his two 
remaining brigades, Trimble's and Hays', (the latter commanded by 
Colonel Forno,) diverged from the road to the right, advancing along 
the western slope of Slaughter's Mountain. General Early, forming 
his brigade in line of battle, moved into the open field, and passing 
a short distance to the right of the road, but parallel to it, pushed 
forward, driving the Federal cavalry before him to the crest of a hill, 
which overlooked ihe ground between his troops and the opposite hill, 
along which the enemy's batteries were posted. In his front the 
ccuntry was, for some distance, open and broken. A corn-field, and, 
to the left of it, a wheat-field, upon which the shocks were yet 
standing, extended to \he opposite hill, which wa3 covered with 
timber. So soon as Early reached the eminence described, the Fed- 
eral batteries wer.e opened upon him. Large bodies of cavalry were 
seen in the wheat-field to the left. General Early having retired his 
troops under the protection of the hill, Captain Brown, with one 
piece, and Captain Dement, with three pieces of artillery, planted 
their guns in advance of his right and opened a rapid and well 
directed fire upon the Federal batteries. By this time, General 
Winder, with Jackson's division, had arrived, and, after having dis- 
posed Campbell's brigade, Lieutenant Colonel G*arnett com man ling, 
to the left, under cover of the wood, near the wheat field, Talia- 
ferro's brigade, parallel to the road, in rear of the batteries of Poague, 
Carpenter, and Caskic, then being placed near the road, under the 
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direction of Major Andrews, chief of artillery of the division, and 
Winder's brigade, Colonel Ronald commanding, as a reserve, he was 
proceeding to direct, with his usual skill and coolness, the movements 
of those batteries, when he'was struck by a shell, from which he ex- 
pired in a few hours. It is difficult within the proper reserve of an 
official report, to do justice to the merits of this accomplished officer. 
Urged by the medical director to take to part in the movements of 
the day, because of the then enfeebled state of his health, his ardent 
patriotism and military pride could bear no such restraint. Richly 
endowed with those qualities of mind and person which fit an officer 
for command, and which attract the admiration and excite the enthu- 
siasm of troops, he was rapidly rising to the front rank of his pro- 
fession. His loss has been severely felt. The command of Jackson's 
division no'w devolved upon Brigadier General William B Taliaferro, 
whose brigade during the remainder of fhe action was commanded by 
Colonel A. G. Taliaferro. 

In the meantime General Ewell, with the brigades of Tiimble and 
IIay3, reached the northwest termination of Slaughter's Mountain, 
and, upon an elevated spot about two hundred feet^ alove the valley 
below, had planted Lattimer's guns, which opened with mXiked effect 
upon the enemy's batteries. For some two hours a rapid and con- 
tinuous fire of artilhry was kept up on both sides. Our batteries 
were well served, and damaged the enemy seriously. Especial credit 
is due Major Andrews for the success and gallantry . with which his 
guns were directed until he was severely wounded and taken from the 
field. About five o'clock, the enemy threw forward his skirmishers 
through a corn field, and advanced his iofmtry, until then concealed 
in the wood, to the rear and left of his batteries. Another body of 
infantry, apparently debouching from one of those vallies hid from 
the view by the undulating character of the country, moved upon 
Early's right, which rested near a clump of cedars, where the guns 
of Brown and Dement were posted. 

The infantry fight soon extended to the left and centre. Early be- 
came warmly engaged with the enemy on his right and front He had „ 
previously 6alled r for reinforcements. As General Hill had arrived 
with his division, cue of his brigades, General Thomas', was bent to 
Early, and joined m h\m in time U) render efficient service. Whilst the 
attack upon Early was in progiros, the main bedy of the Federal in- 
fantry moved down from the wood, through the corn and wheat, fields, 
and fell with great vigor upon our extreme left, and, by the force of 
superior numbers, bearing down all opposition, turned it, and poured a 
destructive fire into its rear. Campbell's brigade fell back in disorder. 
The enemy pushing foiward, and the left flank of Taliaferro's brigade 
being, hy these movements, exposed to a flank fire, fell back, as did 
also the left of Early's line, the remainder of his cemmand holding 
its position with great firmness. 

During the advance of the enemy, the rear of the guns of Jackson's 
division becoming exposed, they were withdrawn. At thi3 critical 
moment Branch's brigade, of Hill's division, with Winder's biigade 
further to the left, met the Federal forces, flushed with their tempo- 
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rary triumph, and drove' them back with terrible slaughter, through 
the wood. The fight was still maintained with obstinacy, between the 
enemy and the two brigades just named, when Archer and Pender 
coming up, a general charge was made, which drove the enemy across 
the field into the opposite woods, strewing the narrow valley with their 
dead. In this charge, Archer's brigade was subjected to a heavy fire. 
At this time the Federal cavalry charged upon Taliaferro's brigade with 
impetuous valor; but were met with such* determined resistance by 
Taliaferro's brigade in its front, and by so galling a fire from Branch's 
brigade in flank, that it was forced rapidly from the field, with loss 
and in disorder. 

In the meantime, General Ewell, on the right, found himself kept 
back from advancing by the incessant fire from our batteries in the 
valley, which swept his only approach to the enemy's left. This diffi- 
culty no longer existing, he moved with his two brigades, Trimble's 
in the advance, and pressed forward under a heavy fire from the en- 
emy's artillery, the front covered by skirmishers from the fifteenth 
Alabama, and the brigades advancing in echelon of regiments. Thus 
repulsed from our left and centre, and now pressed by our right, centre 
and left, tlf% Federal force fell back at every point of their line, and 
commenced retreating, leaving 'their dead and wounded on the field of 
battle. Though late, I was so desirous of reaching Culpeper Court- 
House before morning, as to induce me to pursue. The advance was 
accordingly ordered — General Hill, with his division leading ; but 
owing to the darkness of the night, it was necessary to move cau- 
tiously. Stafford's brigade, which was in front, captured some prisoners. 
Before we had probably, advanced more than a mile and a half, Far- 
row, my most reliable scout, reported to me that the enemy was but a 
few hundred yards from our advance. Pegram's battery, supported 
by Field's brigade, soon took position just beyond the wood through 
which we had passed, and opened upon the enemy. This well directed 
and unexpected fire produced much disorder and confusion among that 
portion of the Federal troops. Three batteries were, however, soon 
opened in reply, and a heavy cannonade was continued for some time, 
causing Captain Pegram severe loss and silencing him. X 

In the meantime, Colonel Jones, with the seventh Virginia cavalry, 
had passed to our right and front. lie succeeded in capturing some 
prisoners, one of whom reported thdP Federal reinforcements had ar- 
rived. Believing it imprudent to continue to move forward during 
the darkness, 1 ordered a halt for the night. 

On the following morning, (lUth,) having reason to believe the 
Federal army had been so largely reinforced as to render it im- 
prudent for me to attempt to advance further, directions were given 
for sending the wounded to the rear, for burying the dead, and collect- 
ing arms from the battle field. In the course of the same morning, 
General J. £. B. Stuart arrived on a tour of inspection. At my re- 
quest he took command of the cavalry, and made a reconnoissance for 
the purpose of gaining information respecting the numbers and move- 
ments of the enemy From his report, as well as from other sources 
of information, I was confirmed in my opinion that the heavy forces 
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concentrated in front, rendered it unwise, on my part, to renew the 
action. Thq main body of my troops were, however, so pfcsted as to 
receive the attack, if the enemy decided to advance. 

On the 11th, a flag of truce was received from the enemy, who re- 
quested permission^ until two o'clock, to remove and bury his dead, 
not already interred by our troops. This was granted and the time 
subsequently extended, by request of the enemy, to five in the morning. 

We captured four hundred prisoners, and among them Brigadier 
General Piince ; five thousand three hundred and two small arms, 
one twelve-pounder Napoleon and its caisson, with two other caissons 
and a limber ; three colors, by Winder's brigade, one being from the 
fifth Connecticut, and another from the twenty-eighth New York. 

The official reports of the casualties of my command in this battle 
show a loss of nineteen officers killed and one hundred and fourteen 
wounded ; of non-commissioned officers and privates, two hundred 
and four killed and nine hundred and forty-six wounded, with thirty- 
one missing, making two hundred and twenty-three (223) killed, and 
one thousand and sixty (1,060) wounded. Total loss of killed, 
wounded and missing, one thousand three hundred and fourteen 
(1,314.) This loss was probably about one-half that sustained by 
the enemy. 

I remained in position until the night of the 1 1th, when I returned 
to the vicinity of Gordonsville, in order to avoid being attacked by 
the vastly superior force in front of me, and with the hope that by 
thus falling back, General Pope would be induced to follpw me until I 
should be reinforced. 

The conduct of officers and men during the battle merits great 
praise. My chief of artillery, Colonel S. Crutchfield, ably discharged 
his duties. In the prompt transmission of orders, great assistance 
was received from Major E. F. Paxton, A. A. A. G. ; Captain A. S. 
Pendleton, A. A. G. ; First Lieutenant J. K. Boswell, Chief Engi- 
neer ; First Lieutenant J. G. Morrison, A. D. C. ; First Lieutenant 
H. K. Douglass, A. I. G. ; First Lieutenant J. T. L. Snead, of the 
engineer corps ; Colonel Wm. L. Jackson, volunteer A. D. C, and 
Colonel A. |1. Boteler, volunteer A. D. C. The wounded received 
special attention from my medical director, Dr. Hunter McGuire . 
The quartermaster and commissary departments were well managed 
during the expedition by their respective chiefs, Major J. A. Harman 
and Major W. J. Hawks. 

For further information respecting the detailed movement of troops 
and conduct of individual officers and men, I would respectfully call 
your attention to the accompanying official reports of other officers. 

Two maps, by Mr. J. Hotchkiss — one of the route of the army 
during the expedition and the other of the battle-field — are trans- 
mitted herewith. • 

In order to render thanks to God for the victory at Cedar Run, 
and other past victories, and to implore His continued favor in the 
future, divine service was held in the army on the 14th of August. 
I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. J. JACKSON, Lieutenant General. 
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REPORT OF GENERAL EWELL. 

Richmond Virginia, March 6, 1863. 

Colonel C. J. Faulkner, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir : I have the honor to report, as follows, the movements of my 
division at Cedar Run, on the 9th August, 1862: 

My division followed the cavalry advance, and when we reached 
the south end of the valley, the enemy's cavalry were seen in strong 
force in our front. A reconnoissance was made, and artillery fired 
on the enemy, which drove them back, soon to re-appear. It was 
evident that the enemy intended to make a stand at this place. 
Shortly after one o'clock, my division was ordered forward. Early's 
brigade, under cover of the woods, to the left, Trimble's and Forno's 
brigades on the right, Demcnt's Maryland^rtillery, Brown's, Chesa- 
peake artillery,. D'Aquin's Louisiana artillery, were posted in the 
valley, and served with effect, under the general direction of Major 
Ccurtnay, in the plain. I reached the point of Slaughter's Moun- 
tain, with the two brigades or Trimble and Forno, and established, 
from a commanding position, Latimer's battery, with a section of 
Johnson's, under Lieutenant Terry, which opened, with marked ef- 
fect, on the enemy, drawing much of the artillery fire which had been 
concentrated against our left wing. Captain Latimer was advanced 
later in the evening, so as to obtain a more effective position. The 
enemy moved a section of artillery to meet this fire and protect their 
left flank. Captain Latimer exhibited his usual coolness and judg- 
ment. Major Lowther was ordeiecf forward with the fifteenth Ala- 
bama, deployed as skirmishers, against the enemy's left flank. They 
were exposed to th£ fire of artillery, which they supported with 
unflinching bravery, and led the later movements from our right. I 
found that a mill pond stopped the further progress of our right, and 
for a short time the only approach against the enemy was swept by 
our batteries in the valley. When this difficulty was removed, the 
two brigades marched, under a heavy fire, from the enemy's artillery, 
against she battery on their left, the front covered by skirmishers 
from the fifteenth Alabama, the brigade advancing in echelon of reg- 
iments. The enemy hastily abandoned the field, leaving their wounded, 
several loaded ammunition wagons, and a piece of artillery. As it 
was too late to distinguish friend from foe, and shouting was heard to 
my left, (in rear of line of battle,) I halted to communicate with the 
centre, now advancing under General Early, in a direction to inter- 
sect my line of march. While waiting, 1 received orders to join the 
left wing, under the M*jor General in person. Night stopped the 
pursuit, and next morning I was remanded to Slaughter's Mountain. 
An armistice having been agreed on to bury the de;id, General Early 
returned to the field with a detachment from his brigade, and while 
there, secured six wagon loads of arms, besides burying nearly one 
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hundred dead left by the other divisions of the army, and which 
would not have been buried but for his energy. General Early, 
though on duty since the battle of Malvern Hill, was still so enfee- 
bled irorn the effects of a wound. received at Williamsburg, as to be 
unable to mount his horse without assistance. I beg to call the at- 
tention of the Major General commanding to the gallant and effec- 
tive .service rendered by General Early in repulsing repeated attacks 
of the enemy, and contributing largely in driving him from the field. 
I beg leave to recommend him for promotion, and also heartily en- 
dorse his recommendation for the promotion of Colonel Walker, of 
the thirteenth Virginia, to the rank of Brigadier General. My staff 
present were, Lieutenant Colonel J. M. Jones and Captain G. Camp- 
bell Brown, adjutant general department, Lieutenant T. T. Turner, 
aid-de-camp, and Lieutenant Richardson, engineer corps. These 
officers were, as usual, active and efficient in the performance of their 
duties. Lieutenant Elliott Johnson, aid-de-camp to Brigadier Gen- 
eral Garnett, volunteered on my staff, for the battle, and here, as well 
as afterwards, at Bristoe, ^profited largely by his activity, coolness 
and intelligence. This officer was severely wounded at Sharpsburg. 
His valuable and long services to the Confederacy, much of the time 
without rank, entitle him to promotion* I enclose herewith reports 
from Captain D'Aquin's Louisiana battery, Major Courtay, chief of 
artillery, Colonel Walker, thirteenth Virginia, Colonel Fomo, com- 
manding Hays' Brigade, (Louisiana,) General Trimble and General 
Early. My losses were eight wounded in the artillery. 



KILLED. WOUNDED. 

Early's Brigade, 16 . 145 

Trimble's " 1 17 , 

Fornc's (Hays') Brigade, 0 8 

Total, 17 178 



Respectfully, 

R. S. EWELL, Commanding. 

P. S. I enclose a 'drawing of the field of battle, by Lieutenant 
Richardson, engineer corps, showing movements of the division. 



REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL A. P. HILL. 



Headquarters Light Division, ) 
v Camp Gregg, March 8, 1863. \ 

Lieutenant Colonel C. J. Faulkner, A. A, G. : 

Colonel: I have the honor to submit ^he following report of the 
part taken by the light division, under my command, at the battle of 
Cedar Run : 

On the night of the 7th August, 1862, my division, to which had - 
been added the Lousiana brigade of Colonel Stafford, encamped around 
Orange Court-House, That night orders were received by me, from 
Major General Jackson, to move at dawn in the morning, and in the 
following order, viz : Ewell's Hill's and Jackson's divisions. 

At the appointed time, I was ready, with the head of my leading- 
brigade resting near the street down which I understood Ewell was to 
pass, and rea^t to take my appointed place in the column of march. 
A little after^Hinrise, a division commenced % passing, which I sup- 
posed to be Ewell's. One or two brigades having passed, I then re- 
cognized it to be Jackson's, and learned that Ewell had taken another 
route by Liberty Mills. Of this no intimation had been given me. 
Not desiring to separate the brigades of the division, I awaited its 
passing and fell in, in rear of it. Jackson's division was followed by 
quite a train of wagons, and such I understood tfi be General Jack- 
son's order, and nothing had been said about the trains in the order 
of march. My column progressed so slowly that I rode on to the 
river to see the cause of the delay. I there found that a portion of 
Jackson's division had net crossed, and all were delayed by the pass- 
ing of Ewell's troops and trains, his road joining ours at this point. 
I sent word to General Jackson that the trains were delaying the 
\narch of the troops very much, and to know if it was his order that 
the trains were to follow in rear of each division. Between four and 
five o'clock, the wagons of Ewell still passing, and a portion of Jack- 
son's division still not having crossed the river, I received an order 
from General Jackson, to go back to Orange Court House and en- 
camp-ibr the night. The head of my column having only made 
about a mile, I bivouacked the brigades where they were. That 
night, I sent a note to General Jackson, at Garnett's house, 
that it would be impossible for me to get along the next day 
with my artillery, unless the road was cleared of the trains ; that, fa- 
miliar with the country, if he would permit, I could take my division 
by a short road, by the ford at Holliday's Mill, and join him at any point 
he might designate. The reply I received was, thatjthe trains had been 
ordered from the road, and to move immediately by the route first de- 
signated, as it was his intention to be i^ Culpeper Court House that 
night. Moving before daylight, Lawton's, Talliaferro's and other 
brigades were overhauled just as they were in motion. The enemy's 
Cavalry having made some demonstrations on our left, Gregg was or- 
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dered to remain at the ford and protect the crossing of the trains, and 
as a guard on the march. My order of march was, Thomas, Branch, 
Archer, Pender, Stafford and Field. Arriving within about six miles 
of Culpeper Court-House, the heavy firing in front gave notice that 
the battle had commenced. I was then directed by General Jackson to 
send a brigade to the support of Taliaferro, who was in line of battle 
on the right of the main road. Thomas was sent on this duty, and 
formed his line immediately in rear of Taliaferro's. Lieutenant Col- 
onel Walker placed Pegrar§?s and Fleet's batteries in eligible positions 
in front of. Early's brigade, (General Taliaferro's right;) Branch, 
Archer and Pender, as they came up, were successively formed on the 
left of the road. Winder's brigade, immediately in front of Branch, 
being hard pressed, broke, and many fugitives came back. Without 
waiting for the formation of the entire line, Branch was immediately 
ordered forward, and passing through the broken brigade, received tht 
enemy's fire, promptly returned it, checked the pursuit, and in turri 
drove them back, and relieved Taliaferro's flank. The enemy, driven 
across an open field, had rallied in a wood skirting it. Branch was 
engaging when Archer came up, and, with Pender ongke left, the en- 
emy were charged across this field, the brigade of Arcner being sub- 
jected to a very heavy fire. General Thomas, on the right, had been 
ordered by General Jackson to the right to support Early's brigade 
'Quite a, large portion of both Early's and Taliaferro's brigades had 
'been thrown into confusion, some of the regiments standing firm, the 
the thirteenth Virginia, twenty-first Virginia and twelfth Georgia, 
Thomas formed his line of battle along a fence bordering a corn-field, 
through which the enemy were advancing. After a short contest here, 
the enemy were hurled back. PegranTsand Fleet's batteries, the latter 
under command of Lieutenant Hardy, did heavy execution this day, 
and drove back several attempts to capture their guns. The four- 
teenth Georgia, under the gallant Colonel Folsom, having become sep- 
arated from the rest of the brigade, by our fugitives, charged the 
advancing enemy, and with brilliant success. The enemy had now 
been driven from every part of the field, but made an attempt to retrieve 
his fortunes by a cavalry charge. Their squadrons, advancing across 
an open fied in front of Branch, exposed their flank to him, and, en- 
countering a deadly fire from the fourteenth Georgia and thirteenth 
Virginia, had many saddles emptied, and fled in utter disorder. *!\lucb 
credit is due Thomas' brigade for the admirable manner in which they 
acted, under very discouraging circumstances. 

It was now dark, and the field had been won. I was directed to 
follow the enemy. Colonel Stafford and General Field being now up, 
Stafford's brigade was put in advance, and Field, with Pegram's bat- 
tery next. The woods in our front having first been shelled for seme min- 
utes by all my batteries, Stafford advanced, feeling his way cautiously, 
skirmishing and taking prisoners. Passing through the woods, he 
«ame upon the enemy in force. By direction of General Jackson, 
Pegram occupied a little knoll upon the margin of the field and opened 
fire. Field was thrown into line along the edge of the woods bor- 
dering the field, and a little in rear of Pegram. Very soon a concen- 
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trie fire from three batteries, at short range, was opened on Pegram, 
And his loss in men and horses was so great that he was soon silenced. 
No further attempt was made to advance. My brigade bivouacked 
upon the ground, and next day were withdrawn a short distance back, 
and the dead buried. 

Major J. G. Field and Capt. F* T. Hill, of my staff, were wounded, 
the former severely. 
My loss was as follows : 

Killed. Wounded. 

Colonels, 0 1 

Lieut. Colonels 0 3 

Slajors, 0 3 

Captains, 1 9 

Lieutenants, 3 16 

Privates, 45 113 



I 



49 145— Total, 194 

Very respectfully, 

A. P. HILL. 



On the above report was the following endorsement: 

Headquarters 2d Corps, A. N. V., March 19, 1863. 

Respectfully forwarded. The reason assigned by General Hill for 
his division not being next to Ewell's on the day preceding the battle 
of Cedar Run, renders it proper that the facts of the case should be 
stated. For the purpose of attacking the enemy at or near Culpeper 
Court- House, I directed Generals Ewell and Hill to leave their en- 
campment on the 7th, and, at dawn on the following; morning, to re- 
sume the march, and move via Barnett's ford. The positions of the 
two divisions were such that I did not require General Hill's division 
to follow General EwelPs on the 7th, but I did expect it to do so on 
the 8th ; and such would have .been the case, had General Hill car- 
ried out the instructions which I gave him before he left his encamp- 
pent on the 7th, to move at dawn on the morning of the 8th. Ewell 
moved early in the morning, and though he did not cross at Barnett's 
ford, yet he passed near that point in coming int% the road upon which 
.the troops were to move. T passed the night probably three-quarters 
of a mile from the centre of the village of Orange Court- House. 

After sunrise next morning, I observed some of Ge'neral Hill's 
troops still where they had bivouacked, and such was my concern at 
their not having moved, that I ordered my horse and rode to Orange 
Court House, where I found General Hill, but did not see any of his 
troops with him. I spoke to him ahout his not having moved, and 
understood him to say that he was waiting for Jackson's division to 
pass. The sun was then probably over an hour high. The advance 
of Jackson's division had reached the town and halted. 1/esiring to- 
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avoid delay, I directed my A. A. General, Major E. F. Paxton, to 
order Jackson's division forward. Upon reaching Barnett's ford, on 
the Rapidan, I found EwelPs division moving by there. Had Gene- 
ral Hill moved at dawn, I could, had 1 deemed it necessary, have 
halted EwelPs train before it reached the road upon which General 
Hill was to move, and thus have brought the division of General II. 
immediately in rear of that of General Ewell. As General H. says 
that he was to move at dawn and follow Ewell, he should have ex- 
pected Ewell to be in front, and' not in rear of him at that time. If 
he believed that the division for which he was waiting to pass was 
EwelPs, he could easily, have sent some one and ascertained the fact, 
But though the better part of two hours had elapsed since the time 
fixed for marching, yet it does not appear that he had taken any steps 
to ascertain ; but appears to have taken it for granted that the divis- 
ion which should have been in advance of him, was in rear. No or- 
der was sent by me to General Hill to go back to Orange Court-H>use 
and encamp for the night ; on the contrary, I sent a verbal order to 
him, by my chief of artillery, Colonel Crutchfield, urging him for- 
ward, and also sent a written order to the same elFect by a courier. 

T. J. JACKSON, Lieutenant General 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL TALIAFERRO. 



Headquarters First Division, Valley Army, > 
Camp near Liberty Mills, Va., August 13, 1862. > 

To Captain A. S. Pendleton, A. A. G : 

Captain : By direction of the Major General commanding, I have 
the honor to report the operations of my command on the 9th instant, 
during the engagement near Cedar Run : 

On the morning of the 9th, the first, second and third brigades of 
this division, under Brigadier General C. S. Winder, first brigade, (the 
fourth having been detailed to protect the trains,) marched from the 
encampment, near Barnett's ford of the Rapidan river, upon the turn- 
pike road leading in the direction of Culpeper, the division of Major 
General Ewell having preceeded it the morning previous. After 
crossing the Robertson river, and proceeding some three miles, we 
overtook the division of General Ewell, and discovered the enemy in 
front, when our troops were halted to make dispositions to attack them. 
This division was ordered to attack the enemy's right, whilst the divis- 
ion of General Ewell was ordered to attack him upon the left. 

On my riding to the front, I perceived the enemy's cavalry drawn 
up on the range of hills near Cedar Run, with a line of- videttes in 
front, whilst the fall of the hills in rear and the woods beyond evi- 
dently concealed their batteries and infantry. A corn-field in front of 
this position also concealed the movements of the enemy, 'and fhe 
undulation of the country made reconnoisances very difficult. The 
field batteries of General Ewell w T ere now shelling the enemy, when 
General Winder ordered the division forward along the turnpike to a 
point at ifchich the woods on the right of the road terminated. Be- 
yond this point, the woods on the left extended to a wheat field, be- 
yond which a dense wood again appeared. On the right of the road 
from the point of termination of the woods, an extensive bare field 
stretched to the left to a considerable* distance and to the front, to a 
cornfield. A brigade, under General Early, protected by the fall of 
the hills, accupied the right of this field in line of battle directly front- 
ing the general line of the enemy, (as far as we could make it out,) 
General Winder now ordered the second brigade, under Lieutenant 
Colonel Garnett, forty-eighth Virginia, to move forward to the left, 
undercover of the woods, to the wheat field and to extend back to the 
left along the skirt of the woods. He then ordered some pieces of 
artillery, under the general charge of Major Snowden Andrews, chief 
of artillery for the division, to the point where the bare field com- 
menced, and ordered the third brigade, under my command, to move 
along up parallel to the road in rear of the batteries, and under cover 
of the wood, until the head of the column rested near the rear of the 
second brigade. The brigade was then faced to the road. The first 
brigade, Colonel C. F. Ronald, fourth Virginia regiment, commanding, 
was ordered, as I was informed, to move up as a reserve. 
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Whilst these dispositions were being made, the troops were sub- 
jected to a heavy discharge of shell and 3hot from the enemy's artil- 
lery, thrown mostly at random into the woods. The effect of our 
batteries from the point of woods and from a position subsequently 
taken in the open field to the right, was very great, to a great extent 
silencing the enemy's guns. After the pieces had been placed in bat- 
tery, at the corner of the woods, and had opened some fifteen minutes 
upon the enemy, 1 returned to my brigade, a short distance back in 
the woods and out of sight of the enemy, to await General *\yinders 
orders. I left this brave, generous and accomplished officer at this 
point, and was informed a short time afterwards that he had been 
struck by a shell and mortally wounded. I now assumed command of 
the division, under the disadvantage of being ignorant of the plans 
of the General, except as -far as I could form an opinion from my ob- 
servation of the dispositions made. I at onee rode to the front to 
acquaint myself with the position of the- second brigade,* and recon- 
noitre the enemy's position from the field in front of the first Virginia 
battalion of that brigade. I could discover no evidences of the enemy 
in front; but could discover them in force on the right of that posi- 
tion in the corn-field, somewhat concealed from the view of our troops 
by the undulations of the country. I now returned to the position 
occupied by our batteries, when I was overtaken by an officer who re- 
ported that the enemy were showing themselves in front of the posi- 
tion I had just left, and were advancing I at once ordered the tenth 
Virginia regiment to be detached from the third brigade and sent for- 
ward to reinforce the first Virginia battalion, and .sent an order to 
Colonel Ronald to move his brigade (the first) rapi lly to the support 
of the second brigade. I now perceived the enemy advancing through 
the corn-field, and directed Colonel Garnett to throw his right forward 
and drive them back, and ordered Colonel Taliaferro to move his 
brigade into the open field to the ri^ht, and attack and drive back the 
enemy in front. The twenty-first Virginia regiment, second brigade, 
Lieutenant Colonel Cunningham, poured a destructive fire upon the 
enemy, and exhibited a degree o,f heroic valor rarely ever witnessed. 

The third brigade advanced in fine style, and the enemy gave way 
before the severity of its fire. At this moment I discovered that, 
owing to the fact that the first brigade had not been moved sufficiently 
near originally, or that the order had not reached Colonel Ronald in 
time, the enemy had attacked the left wing of the^econd brigade and 
turned it, and that it was falling back in some disorder. This move- 
ment exposed, also, the left flank of the third brigade, and caused it to 
fall back'; but it was soon afterwards brought back to its original posi- 
tion. At this critical moment, the first brigade moved up, and with 
General Branch's brigade, of General Hill's division, encountered 
the enemy, confused by their severe conflict with the second brigade, 
and drove them back with terrible slaughter. The third brigade now 
advanced to the brow of the hill overlooking the corn-field, and the 
second brigade to the edge of the woods, and drove the enemy in front 
of them, from their positions, in confusion. To cover his retreat, the 
enemy's cavalry charged the third brigade; but they were met by 
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such a storm of missiles that the whole column was turned, wheeled 
to the right and before it could be wheeled off to the rear was forced 
to run the gauntlet of the other brigades, and scattered in every, di- 
rection with heavy loss. 

This was the last effort of the enemy to make a stand ; they re- 
treated and our troops pursued them, capturing a number of prisoners 
This division crossed the corn-field diagonally towards the railroad. 

Brigadier General Prince, United States army, was made a prisoner 
and surrendered to rne as we were crossing this field, and his command^ 
which was on our right, had £een,.I think, principally engaged with. 
Brigadier* General Early's brigade, fled upon our approach with 
scarcely any opposition. We continued to push forward. until- we had 
driven the enemy some three miles, and until the darkness rendered 
it impossible to distinguish our troops from those of the enemy. A£- 
ter having made report of my position to the commanding General, I 
was ordered to permit the troops to rest for the night, which was done 
in advance of the field of battle. From my own personal observa- 
tion and the reports of officers, it affords me pleasure to bear renewed 
testimony to the efficiency and gallantry of this veteran division. 

The first brigade fully sustained its ancient reputation. *I captured 
a number of prisoners, and four stands of colors. Colonel Ronald, 
who abiy and gallantly commanded it, speaks in the highest terms of 
the support he received from the courage and zeal displayed by hig 
officers and men. Ha particularly mentions Major Williams, fifth 
Virginia regiment ; Lieutenant Colonel Lawson Botts, second Virginia 
regiment; Lieutenant Colonel R, D. Gardner, fourth Virginia -regi- 
ment ; Lieutenant Colonel Edward D. Lee, thirty-third Virginia regi- 
ment ; Captain Charles L. Haynes, twenty-seventh Virginia regiment; 
Captains Carpente*r and Poague, commanding batteries ; Captain John 
II. Fulton, fourth Virginia; Major Holliday, thirty-third Virginia, 
and Lieutenant Garnett, of General Winder's staff. 

The second brigade, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Garnett, 
who exhibited a rare skill and courage, refusing to leave the field, al- 
though severely wounded, until the close of the fight, although at ono 
time overwhelmed by superior numbers, pressing and turning their 
left flank, yet renewed the fight with determination and bravery. 
The conflict of this command with the enemy was most severe. 
The bayonet was freely used, and a hand to hand fight, with superior 
numbers, ensued before the right of the brigade fell back. Colonel 
Garnett makes special mention of Lieutenant Colonel Cunningham, 
who, with most heroic gallantry, led the twenty ; first Virginia, and 
fell at their head; of Major Layne, of the forty-second Virgina, who 
was mortally wounded ; of Major Seddon, commanding first Virginia 
battalion ; Captain Hannum, of the forty-eighth Virginia; Captain 
Dyerle, forty-eighth, mortally wounded ; Captain Wilson, A. A. G. ; 
Lieutenant Dabney, A. D C, and Lieutenant White, A. D. C. 

The third brigade, Colonel A. G. Taliaferro, twenty-third Virginia, 
commanding, was conducted into action tfp that officer with the intre- 
pidity and courage which has heretofore distinguished him. His com- 
mand was subjected to a terrific fire, which it gallantly withstood, and 
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to a charge of cavalry which it instantly repulsed, and when the left 
flank, for a time, gave way under an overwhelming force, the right, 
» aniparticularly the twenty-third Virginia regiment, which deserves 
special mention for its firmness and admirable conduct in the engage- 
ment, remained unbroken. Colonel Taliaferro particularly mentions 
Major Stover, commanding tenth Virginia regiment ; Lieutenant Col- 
onel Curtis, commanding twenty-third Virginia, who fell mortally 
wounded; Major Wakon, twenty third Virginia; Colpnel T. C. Wil- 
liams, of the thirty- seventh Virginia, who \vtts wounded; Major Wood, 
Ihirty-seventh Virginia ; Lieutenant Colonel Jackson, of the forty- 
seventh Alabama regiment ; Colonel Shefeeld, of the forty- eighth Ala- 
bama regiment, who was severely wounded ; Major Aldrich, forty- 
eighth Alabama regiment, severely wounded; and of his A. A. G., 
Lieutenant Colonel F. Coleman. The batteries of the division, engaged 
in the action, were those of Captains Carpenter, Poague and Caskie. 
The officers and men of these batteries behaved well. Captain Caskie was 
wounded. Captain Wooding's battery "was not engaged ; he himself 
acted for a'time with the General commanding. 

I have the honor to enclose herewith the reports of brigade, regi- 
mental and battery commanders, to which the Major General is referred 
for more minute details, and a list of killed and wounded of the division. 
No one can estimate the loss this brigade and this division of the army 
has sustained in the early death of Brigadier General Winder. He 
was warmly beloved by all who knew him as a man, and had the full 
confidence of his command as a soldier. I beg leave in conclusion to 
allude to the gallantry of Major Snowden Andrews, chief of artillery 
who was severely, and I fear mortally, wounded; to that of my adju- 
tant general, Captain Wm. B. Pendleton, who was severely wounded, 
loosing. Ins leg; of Lieutenant Meade, A. D. C. ;*Major Taliaferro, 
volunteer aid-de-camp, who rendered me most efficient and important 
service, and to speak particularly of the gallant conduct of my orderly, 
a youth of sixteen, private Clinton Depriest, company II, twenty- 
third Virginia regiment. It affords me pleasure to mention the effi- 
cient service, in their department, of the medical officers of the com- 
mand I beg to refer especially to Surgeon Coleman, second brigade; 
Surgeon Daily, third brigade, and Surgeon Black, first brigade. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier General, commanding First Division, V. A. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL FIELD. 



Headq'rs FrasT Brigade, Light Division, ) 
August 13, 1862. I 

Major R> C. Morgan, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Major : I have the honor to report that my brigade marched from 
Orange Court- House early 6n the morning of the 9th instant, bring- 
ing up the rear of the whole army. About two or three o'clock, can- 
nonading was heard, and I endeavored to push forward rapidly; but 
on account of 'detentions in the brigades in my front, I did not reach 
th9 scene of action until sunset, when the firing was nearly over. 

Forming in line of battle on the field, I was directed by General 
Hill to push forward on the Culpeper Court-House road and press 
the retreating foe. After moving about a mile and a half to the 
front, the enemy was found in position on the left of the road. Pe- 
gram's battery of my brigade, was directed by General Jackson to- 
open with shell and canister, whilst I was ordered by General Hill,, 
who came up at that moment, to take position with the infantry, a 
little to the left front, as support. Pegram's battery, of four guns 
only, was soon replied to by three batteries of the enemy. This gal- 
lant officer maintained this unequal contest for an hour, an#until his 
guns were silenced by his losses in men. I remained in this position 
until next morning, when I was withdrawn and placed on picket in a; 
wood on my left rear, being retired from that point late in the even- 
ing. It is proper to observe that several prisoners were captured by 
my brigade during that night. I have taken occasion before to speak 
of the distinguished services of Pegram's battery. It is sufficient to 
say now that it fully sustained the reputation made on other fields.. 
The battery sustained a heavy loss in the death of the brave and ac- 
complished Lieutenant Mercer Featherston. ' 

A list of the killed, wounded and missing, is herewith enclosed.. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES L. FIELD, 
Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT OF COLONEL FORN& OF EIGHTH BRIGADE. 



Headquarters Hays' Brigade, ) 
August 18, 1862. S 

Captain G. Campbell Brown, 

A. A. General, Third Division : 

Sir: I have the honor to report the part taken by Hays' brigade, 
now under my command, during the battle of the 9th instant, at 
Cedar Run. Although not actively engaged, the brigade being held 
in reserve by General Trimble's command, were under fire and in 
•range of the enemy's shell, and suffered considerably/ A list ot the 
casualties accompanies this report. * 

Very respectfully, yours, 

H. FORNO, 
Colonel btk La. y commanding Brigade. 



• 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL ARCHER. 



Headquarters Archer's Brigade, ) 
General A. P. Hill's Light Division, August 14, 1862. J 

To Major R. C. Morgan, 

A. % A. General, A. P. Mil's Division : 

Major : I have the honor to report that, early on the morning of 
the 9th instant, I marched with my brigade, about twelve hundred 
strong, constituting a part of Major General Hill's division, from 
Orange Court- House toward the battle-field. On arriving near the 
point where General Jackson's division was already engaged, I pro- 
ceeded to form line of battle in the woods, to the left of Branch's 
brigade, which completed its formation and advanced before my line 
was half formed. Supposing that I would be wanted in front imme- 
diately, I moved forward with the first Tennessee and nineteenth 
Georgia regiments, fifth Alabama battalion and seventh Tennessee in 
line, leaving the fourteenth Tennessee, which was in rear, to come up 
into line and overtake the brigade as it best could. I advanced 
several hundred yards in this manner, obliquing* towards the right, in 
order to get near the left of Branch's brigade, when I overtook its 
left regiment, which had become separated from its main Body. In 
passing to the front of this regiment my line became somewhat 
broken, and I halted a few minutes for it to reform. 

During the time thus employed, Colonel Forbes' fourteenth Ten- 
nessee regiment cam§ up into line, and I rode to the road, about 
fifty yards on my right, to ascertain whether they were our or the 
enemy's troops firing there. I found it was Branch's brigade, in the 
open field, on the right of the road, and in a line even with that of 
my own, halted, and firing at an enemy in front. 

I rapidly returned to my brigade to move it forward, when I met 
Captain Taylor, with orders from General Hill to advance. Imme- 
diately after, on reaching the edge of the wood, we encountered the 
long-range fire of the enemy, posted in the margin of another wood, 
beyond a wheat-field My brigade halted here, and commenced a 
rapid fire, which it was "several minutes before I could arrest and 
move the brigade forward, across the open field. In crossing this 
field I was exposed to a heavy fire from the enemy, whd^from their 
position in t^he wood, were comparatively safe. My loss here was 
nineteen killed and one hundred and sixteen wounded. 

After entering the wood, and in passing through it, my two left 
regiments met, and became to some extent mingled with, the right of 
General Pender's brigade, which was sweeping through from the left, 
obliquely across my course. From this point, by agreement between 
us, General Pender and I commanded the two brigades together^ 
without regard to. the proper brigades to which the regiments be- 
longed, he taking the right and I the left. • 
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I did not again meet with any opposition, but took a number of 
prisoners, and continued the pursuit until n^ht. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. L. ARCHER, 
Brigadier General. 



P. S. — I beg to refer to tho list of killed and wounded sent in 
yesterday. # 



REPORT OF liftADIER GENERAL TRIMBLE. 



Headquarters Seventh Brigade, ) 

August 14, 1862. J 1 

Major General R. S. Ewell, 

Commanding Third Division : 

General: In compliance with your request, I submit a statement 
of the operations of the seventh brigade on the 9th instant, in the 
battle of Slaughter's Mountain, fCedar Run ) 

On the morning of the 9th, being in view of the enemy's cavalry, I 
was directed to approach under cover, and occupy a pine thicket, 
about three-quarters of a mile from the enemy's picket. This was 
done successfully, undiscovered by the enemy, and a company ordered 
to support a battery placed on our right, which opened and flrove back 
the cavalry scouffs, who reformed again and returned to their "first 
position, -after the artillery ceased firing. About two o'clock, I was 
ordered to advance through the woods on our right along the slope of 
Slaughter's Mountain, and occupy a favorable position. About three 
o'clock, the brigade reached the northwest termination of the moun- 
tain, in an open space, elevated about two hundred feet above Lie valley 
below,, and distant from the position of the enemy's # batteries about a 
mile and a quarter, where we remained concealed from view. Having • 
sent for you to examine t&is point, you decided to drag up Latimer's 
battery, of my brigade, 'and place it in position, which was done 
promptly about half-past three, P. M., and fire opened with effect 
on the enemy's batteries, which drew their fire from the front, upon 
us. At five, P. M;, we first heard our musketry across the valley, on 
our left, (General Early's advance.) About five, some batteries were 
advanced within half a mile of the enemy in our front, and opened a 
brisk fire. Latimer's battery, admirably served, drew, throughout 
the action, the attention of the enemy's chief batteries, and thus 
aided materially in deciding the result of the day. At five, P. M., 
the fifteenth Alabama regiment was sent out as skirmishers on the 
right, with orders to advance on the enemy's flank. On seeing this 
movement, a battery was turned on them for the rest of the day. 
About sunset, the action appearing to be general in front, by your 
orders, the twenty-first Georgia and twenty-first North Carolina regi- 
ments, were ordered to advance,. and gained the clump of woods in 
the valley, four hundred yards from.the battery on the Federal left, 
followed by the fifteenth Alabama. I here determined to charge the 
battery, but Latimer's shot and shell directed against it, was falling 
thick in the open space which we had to pass, and I sent back Lieut. 
McKim tD direct him to cease his fire on this battery, that we might 
charge it. While Lieut. McKim was gone, I sent two companies of skir- 
mishers up the road, who deployed to the right along a fence and 
opened fire on the battery. Soon after which, the brigade advanced 
to capture it,' but fouud, on reaching the top of the hill, that the guns 
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iad been moved off a few minutes before. It is to be regretted that 
the short delay, in making the charge, caifflk by our own fire, ena- 
bled the enemy to get oft his guns. The^5attery and tioops in its 
support were, however, driven off by the advance of the brigade, and 
thus the left of the Federal forces completely turned. At dark, we 
had possession of the ground occupied by the Federal left, and soon 
after took possession of and removed some ambulances and ammuni- 
tion wagons, abandoned by the enemy, the remainder of which were 
removed the next day. The seventh brigade*, with the ar-my, followed 
the enemy one mile or more from the field, and .bivouacked for the 
night on their former camp ground. Subjoined is a list of the killed 
and wounded. The small loss sustrrtned by the brigade was in conse- 
quence of the positions selected throughout the day, which screened 
the men the most of the time from the view of the enemy, even while 
advancing upon their battery on their left. Latimer's battery was 
also protected from loss, under a several hours' incessant fire from 
shree batteries of the enemy, by the judicious positiou in which it was 
placed by you, preventing, entirely, casualties fromtthe enemy's shot 
or from the effects of ricochet shot. 

Respectfully, 

J. II. TRIMBLE. 

Brigadier General. 

• 



Killed, Wounded, and Missing. 

Killed 

Fifteenth Alabama regiment, \ 
Twenty-first Georgia regiment, 
Twenty-first North Carolina regiment, 
Courtnay battery, - 

Grand total, • 1 

The only officers included in the above are the following : Third 
Lieutenant Jno. F. Irvine, company I, twenty-first Georgia, wounded ; 
First Lieutenant R. H. Vaughan, Courtnay artillery, wounded. 



Wounded. 


Total. 


'7 


8 


3 


3 


2 




5 


5 


17 


18 



REPORT OF BtlGADIER GENERAL BRANCH. 



Headq'rs Branch's Brigade, A. P. Hill's Division, > 

August 18, 1862. J 

Major R. C. Morgan, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir: I have th? honor to report that, on Saturday, 9th August, 
whilst on the march towards Culpeper Court-House, I was ordered to 
halt my brigade and form it in line of battle on the left of, and at 
right angles to, the road. The formation was scarcely completed be- 
fore I was ordered to advance in line through the woods and thick 
undergrowth, a heavy musketry fire being heard not far from my 
front. I had proceeded about one hundred yards when I commenced 
meeting the men of a brigade which had preceded me, retreating in 
great disorder, and closely pursued by the enemy. Opening ranks 
to permit the fugitives to pass, and pressing forward in unbroken 
line, my brigade met "the enemy, who had already turned the flank of 
General Taliaferro's brigade, which was on *the right of the road. 
Not in the least shaken by the panic cries of the fugitives, and with- 
out halting, mjj regiment poured volley after volley into the enemy, 
who broke and fled precipitately through the woods and across the 
field. On reaching the edge of the field, I discovered the enemy in 
force on the opposite side, and halting my brigade in an eligible posi- 
tion, opened fire along the whole line. For a time, the enemy stood 
their ground, but we were within good range across an open field, 
and the execution we were doing, (clearly perceptible to the eye,) 
compelled them to commence breaking. Now it was that their cav- 
alry attempted to charge upon General Taliaferro's brigade, which 
had partially rallied, after I had cleared their flank. The cavalry 
moved diagonally across my front, presenting to me their flank. The 
combined fire of Taliaferro's brigade in front, and mine in flank, 
broke up the column and sent it flying to the rear. My brigade im- 
mediately moved forward in pursuit of the retreating enemy, and 
whilst I was hesitating in the field, in doubt what direction I should 
take, Ma-jor General Jackson came up, and, by his order, I* changed 
front so as to incline to the right, and pushed on to a point some dis- 
tance in advance of the battle-field, at which he had ordered me to 
halt. 

The battle paving terminated in a complete rout of the enemy, 
my men slept on the ground they had so bravely won. 

My officers and men behaved finely, and I refrain from discrimina- 
tions. Such was their steadiness, that I was able to preserve my 
line of battle, unbroken, throughout the day. 

Captain J. T. Hawks and Lieutenant J. A. Bryan, of my staff, 
were with me, and conducted themselves gallantly. 

Your obedient servant, « 
L O'B. BRANCH, 

Brigadier General. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GEN#AL PENDER. 



Headq'rs Sixth Brigade, Light Dinision, ) 

August, 1862. J ' 

General : I have the honor to state that, in obedience to your or- 
ders, I formed my brigade on the left of General Archer's, on the 
left of the road going from Cedar Run to Culpeper, in the battle of 
the 9th instant. As he had moved forward before my line was com- 
plete, and as I had to move through thick wcods, I found myself 
some distance to his left on coming into a field, and consequently 
flanked to the right but on receiving a request to go to the support 
of troops in front, which were being flanked on the left, faced about 
and moved to the left until I had reached the wood on the extreme 
left of our position, and then I moved to the front. This manoeuvring 
placed my line obliquely to that of* General Archer's, and as we 
moved forward, come together again, and from this time co-operated. 
However, before we had joined our troops, I met the enemy, repuls- 
ing him with heavy ltfss in almost the first round. He made but 
slight resistance again during the evening. I thought.it prudeni, 
during my advance, to detach the twenty-second No»th Carolina to 
operate well on my left, as it looked probable that I might be flanked 
in that direction This turned out to be timely, for, a» we advanced 
into the field, after dusk, a body of cavalry was seen on the left; but 
it soon scampered off as this regiment was coming up in its rear and 
our advance was cutting it off- General Archer and myself advanced 
well to the front, and halted until we could feel our way, with skir- 
mishers, in the wood on the opposite side of the run. At this 
time we had gotten to the right of the wood. Here we received or- 
ders to halt and remain until late, when we were ordered to the* road 
to follow in the pursuit. 

My loss in killed was only two; in wounded, eleven, and in miss- 
ing, two — making a total of fifteen. 

The officers and men behaved well. Lieutenant Colonel Gray and 
Major Cole, twenty second, and Captain Ashford, thirty- eighth, 
handled their men- skillfully, showing great coolness. 

Captain Ashe, mj assistant adjutant general, deserves notice for his 
conduct, being found at every point almost at the same time, direct- 
ing the men. Lieutenant Young, my aid-de-camp, acted with hig 
usual efficiency. Language cannot express the appreciation I have 
for his services in action. 

Very respectfully, 

W. D. PENDER. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL EARLY. 
• 



Headquarters Fourth Brigade, Third Division, > 

August 14, 1864. i 

Captain G. C. Brown, 

Assistant Adjutant General, Third Division: 

Captain : I have the honor to make the following report of the 
operations of my brigade in the battle on Cedar creek, near Slaugh- 
ter's mountain, in Culpeper, on Saturday, the 9th instant : 

Early on the morning of that day, I was ordered by Major General 
Ewell to move forward to the cavalry camp of General Robertson, 
picketing the road at suitable points, ^to the right and left, to prevent 
surprise by the enemy's cavalry on our flanks, and the forty-fourth 
Virginia regiment and six companies of the fifty second Virginia 
regiment were detached for that purpose. With the balance of the 
brigade I reached General Robertsoif's headquarters. After some 
time spent in observing the enemy ? s cavalry in our front, my brigade, 
by direction of General Ewell, was advanced on the road towards 
Culpeper Court- House, to a school h6use, at the intersection of a 
road from Madison Court-House with the road to Culpeper Court- 
House, and was placed in the woods by the side of the road, the 
thirteenth Virginia regiment being extended to the left, behind the 
school-house, -so as to command the road from Madison Court-House; 
the fifty-eighth Virginia regiment being placed in a clump of pines, 
to the right fc of the Culpeper road, so as to jcommand the fields to the 
right; and the rest of 'the brigade along the edge of the woods, to the 
left of the latter road, between .the thirteenth and fifty-eighth regi- 
ments. ' While. this operation was going on, two pieces of Captain 
Johnson's battery, under Lieutenant Terry, which had been carried 
to the right, near the foot of the mountain, opened on the enemy's 
cavalry, as did ^ome pieces in front of General Robertson's headquar- 
ters, and were responded to by. some pieces of the enemy posted in 
rear of their cavalry, towards Culpeper Court-House; but this firing 
lasted only tor a few minutes, and the enemy's cavalry, which had at 
first moved back, soon returned to its former position. After I had re- 
mained near the school-house something l^ss than an hour, Captain 
A. S. Pendleton, of General Jackson's staff, came to me and informed 
me that General Jackson had ordered an advance ; that General Trim- 
ble would advance on the right, over the 'side of the mountain, 
(Slaughter'?,) supported b\ the Louisiana brigade of General EwellV 
division, and that I would advance from the position I then occupied, 
and be supported by General Winder, with three brigades of General 
Jackson's own division, and he directed me to advance as soon as I 
received a message from General Winder that he was in position to 
support me. 

Whilst waiting for the message from General Winder, I recon- 
noitered the ground in front, and the position of the enemy's cavalry , 
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which was in the fields of Mrs. Crittenden's farm, to the left of the 
Culpeper road, deployed as skirmishers, supported by about a squad- 
ron in reserve. My command was concealed from the cavalry, and I 
determined to advance upon it,* if possibft, so as not to be seen until 
within a short distance of it, and I discovered a way which I could, in 
all probability, do so. On riding back to the schooLhouse, I found 
a courier from General Winder, with the information that he was 
ready. I then commenced my movement, being about two o'clock, 
P. M., and made a detour to the left, passing* through the edge of a 
wood and behind a hill, until I reached the place where I proposed to 
form my line of battle. In making the advance from this position, 
I found it necessary to march the greater portion of the brigade in 
line across a corner of woods, through which the Culpeper road leads, 
so as to get in reach of the cavalry. I sent forward the thirteenth 
Virginia regiment, under Colonel James A. Walker, deployed as 
skirmishers, a short distance info the woods, behind which I desired 
to form line .of battle, and as soon as the skirmishers had advanced 
the required distance, the brigade was formed in a meadow, on the 
north of a brancn of Cedar creek, in an oblique direction to the Cul- 
peper road and to the left of it. While the line was forming, a few 
shots were heard on the left of the skirmishers, which proved to have 
been fired on a body of cavalry, which immediately gave way. As 
soon as the line was formed, I directed the skirmishers to advance, 
taking care to bear to the right, so as to cross the road and come into 
the fields beyond, in order to form upon the brigade, and ordered the 
brigade forward, sending the twelfth Georgia regiment, which was on 
the right, by flank,-io form behind a ridge, beyond which was the 
enemy's cavalry. The brigade moved- forward, through the woods, in 
handsome style, until it came up with the twelfth Georgia, when the 
whole advanced until it came in sight of the enemy's cavalry. About 
this time Colonel Walker's skirmishers commenced firing, as did the 
regiments on the right, and the cavalry scampered off. 'J he brigade 
continued to move forward, swinging around the corner of the woods, 
and coming out into the open field in line of battle. It had by this 
time got to the right of the Culpeper road, and movfcd in pursuit of 
the enemy's cavalry through the fields, in a direction parallel to the 
road, until it came to a farm road, running from Mrs Crittenden's 
house, on the right, perpendicularly to the Culpeper road. Here it 
was halted for a few minutes behind a fence running along the farm 
road, and the thirteenth regiment was drawn in and formed on the 
left The fence was then pulled down, and the brigade moved for- 
ward in line- to the crest of a hill, which commanded a view in front 
.of what afterwards proved to be the battle-field. As scon as the bri- 
gade reached the crest of this hill three batteries opened on it, and a 
large body of cavalry was discovered in a wheat-field in front, to the 
left. I ordered the men to retire a few steps and lay down, so as to 
avoid the effects of the enemy's artillery. 

The seventh and eighth brigades were then some distance to the 
right, on the side of the mountain, and General Winder's command 
was about three-quarters of a mile to the rear. The hill sloped down 
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in front, and, farther on, was a corn-field, running T)ack to the crest 
of the next hill, along and behind which was posted the enemy's bat- 
teries, and it was evident that there was a depression behind this hill, 
in which large bodies of infantry might be concealed There were 
woods also on a hill in the rear of the wheat-field, in and behind 
which infantry might be placed under cover, and to the leTt was 
a wood through which my flank might be turned. 

The opening of the batteries and the halting of the cavalry in 

\ its flight convinced me that the enemy intended to make a stand here, 
and that he was in force. The hill upon which I wag, being a com- 
manding one, from which the enemy's movements might be observed, 
and though my left was exposed, being a strong position in itself, if 
the woods on my left could be occupied, I determined to hold it, and 
sent my aid, Lieutenant S. II. Early, back to General Winder for 
reinforcements, with directions to come along the Culpeper road, as 
that was clear. My left at this time rested on the Culpeper road, 
where it runs between the field in which I was and the woods to the 
left. General Winder was met with the head of his column just 
crossing the branch of Cedar creek, .half a mile in my r^ar. 

A short time after Lieutenant Early was sent to General Winder, 
I sent Major A. L Pitzer, a volunteer aid, to ask that some pieces of 
artillery should be sent up. Before this request could be complied 
with by General Winder, Captain Brown, of the Chesapeake artillery, 
with one piece, and Captain Dement, with three pieces, came up 
through the fields in rear, in a gallop, and were posted, by my direc- 
tion, a little in advance of my right, near a clump of # cedars, where 
they had good cover for their horses and caissons and occupied a 
commanding position. They very soon opened on the enemy and 
were followed in a short time by some pieces from General .Winde.r's 
cemmand from the corner of the field where the road from Mrs. 
Crittenden's crosses the Culpeper road. About this time, the pieces 
with the seventh and eighth brigades opene'd fire from the mountain, 
and a very brisk cannonade was kept up for some time, perhaps for two 
hours or more. The shells from the euemy's pieces bursted over and 

' around my men constantly, doing some dim *ge occasionally, but not 
a great deal. I observed that the fire from our own guns was having 
considerable effect, and I*saw one of the enemy's batteries compelled 
to change its position In the early part of the cannonading, I sent 
an aid to tell General Winder that the enemy's batteries might be at- 
tacked with advantage by the left ; but, in a short time afterwards, 
•movements were observed in front that induced the belief chat the 
enemy were sending infantry to our left, and notice of this was sent 
• to General Winder, with the caution to be on the look out ; but just 
before my aid reached the place where General Winder was, this gal- 
lant officer received a mortal wound from a shell, and the information 
was communicated to General Jackson in person, he having arrived 
on the ground. Not long afterwards a line of skirmishers from thd 
enemy was seen advancing across the corn-field in frout, and several 
regiments in rear supporting them. A body of infantry also com- 
menced moving up towards my right, which rested near the clump of 
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cedars,' where the guns of Brown and Dement were posted. The hill 
there falls off rather abruptly to the right and as infantry could have 
come up under cover of the hill very near to me, I sent to General 
Jackson for a brigade to support my right, which was promised. The 
enemy's skirmishers had halted in the, edge of the corn-field nearest 
us, as had the regiments which supported thorn, and before the brig- 
ade promised me came up, very unexpectly to me, several of our 
pieces from the left dashed down the slope of* the hill, in front of my 
left, to within close range of the enemy's skirmishers, which they had 
not seen; The enemy's skirmishers and the infantry in their rear 
commenced moving and firing on them immediately, and seeing their 
danger, I at once, ordered my brigade forward at double-quick, which 
order was complied with, the men rushing down with a shout, 
and reaching the pieces just in time to save them. At the same time 
a fire was opened from the woods to the left by some troops of Gene- 
ral Winder's command, and the infantry^ fight then begun. The 
enemy's front regiments soon began to give way and other regiments 
were seen advancing through the wheat-field to the left and additional 
regiments through the corn-field in my front. I rode to my right 
and threw the twelfth Georgia regiment to the left, along .the crest of 
a ridge, which made a curve in front, affording it a very good natural 
defence and enabling it to give the enemy a flank fire. Just as* I com- 
pleted this movement, I observed a brigade passing from the rear to 
my right, which proved to be one of Major General Hill's brigades, 
commanded fry Colonel Thomas. I immediately proceeded* to post 
this brigade to the right of the twelfth Georgia regiment and at right 
angles with it, where it also had a strong position. After getting 
this brigade 'in position-, during which operation my whole left was 
excluded from my view, I rode towards the left and found that the 
pieces of artillery that had been advanced had been retired, and that 
the. left regiments of my 'brigade and all the troops to their left, as 
far as I could see, had fallen back, and the enemy were advancing up 
the slope of the hiil. I saw at once the critical position in which we 
were placed; The twelfth Georgia regiment, the four companies of 
the fifty-second Virginia regiment, with Lieutenant Colonel Skinner, 
and a part of the fifty-eighth Virginia regiment, under Major Kasey, 
of my own brigade, had not given way, and Colonel Thomas* 
brigade was still left on my right. These troops were then isolated 
and in an advanced position, and had they given way, the day, in all 
probability, would have been lost. I could not, therefore, go to rally 
those of my regiments, which were retiring, but despatched Major 
Hale, my acting Assistant adjutant general, to do so, and I imme- ^ 
diately rode to the right to urge the troops there to hold their posi- 
tion. After doing this, I rode again towards the left and discovered 
the enemy retiring before some of our troops, which were again 
advancing. These I discovered to be a portion of my own brigade, 
which had been rallied and a portion of General Taliaferro's brig- 
ade. I rode up to them and while I was here the enemy attempted to 
retrieve the fortunes of the day by a cavalry charge along the 
Culpeper road, which was, however, successfully repulsed by a fire 



31 

4 

from the thirteenth Virginia regiment, Colonel Taliaferro's regiment, 
of General Taliaferro's brigade, and a number of parties from other 
brigades. 

* This was after sunset, and the troops, which had rallied and driven 
the enemy back, advanced into the corn-field. I rode off to the right 
again, and found the troops there maintaining their ground against 
a body of infantry in front of Colonel Thomas' brigade, which kept 
its position for some time. The ammunition of my own regiments 
being nearly exhausted, as was that of Colonel Thomas' brigade, I di- 
rected them to maintain their ground at all hazards, and use the bay- 
onet if necessary, and they did not waVer for a moment. I did not 
order an advance frcm' this position, because it would have had to 
'have been made under great disadvantages, and with great danger of 
being attacked on the right flank. l"he position of these troops was, 
all the time, until the enemy had entirely giv in way, in advance of 
the line, and I was satisfied that they could accomplish more by main- 
taining their position than by advancing- A little before dusk, the 
last of the enemy's regiments left the ground, on the advance of our 
troops to the left, into the corn-field, and we were left masters 
of the battle-field. In a short time, I was informed by Major General 
Hill, who came where I was, that General Jackson's order was to ad- 
vance in pursuit of the enemy on the Culpeper road, and that his di- 
vision was advancing. I informed him of the fact that the whole of 
my ammunition was exhausted, and that my brigade was much fa- 
tigued, and in some confusion ; but as he expressed the opinion that I 
ought to advance, I collected the brigade and did advance, until I 
was met by General Ewell, who had come up from the right, and was 
by him ordered to wait until the other two brigades of the division 
came up on the road from the right and follow them, which I did, 
and was shortly after halted and ordered to bivouac for the night. 

Johnson's battery, attached to* this brigade, had accompanied the 
seventh and eighth baigades, and its movements were under the di- 
rection of the Major General commanding the division. 

I have since ascertained that the giving way of the regiments on 
my left, which has been mentioned, was caused by the fact that the 
brigade on their left gave way before the enemy's infantry, which ad- 
vanced through the wheat field, and that the enemy got into the woods 
on their left and fired into their rear. This disorder was confined to 
the twenty-fifth, thirty-first, and part of the fifty-eighth Virginia 
regiments. Colonel Walker, who was on my extreme left, maintained 
his position with his regiment, the thirteenth, and part of the thirty- 
first Virginia regiment, until they were alone and'the enemy were 
firing into ^ieir rear in the field. He then ordered them to retire, 
but he again formed them and brought them forward, and contributed 
very largely to the final repulse of the enemy, advancing as far as 
any of our troops were advanced, until after the conclusion of the 
fight. I call especial attention to his report. He is a most efficient 
and gallant officer, who is always ready to perform any duty assigned 
him, and the men of his regiment are capital fighting men, there being 
jnone better in the army. When Colonel Walker is in front, with his 
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men deployed as skirmishers, I feel secure against an ambuscade. 
I respectfully and earnestly recommend him for promotion to the po- 
sition of Brigadier General. 

Lieutenant Colonel Terrell, of the same legiment ; Lieutenant Col* 
onel Skinner* commanding the fifty-second Virginia regiment ; Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Jackson, commanding the thirty first Virginia regi- » 
ment, (severely wounded ;) Major Kasey, commanding the fifty- 
eighth Virginia regiment ; Major Higginbotham, commanding the 
twenty-fifth Virginia regiment, and Captain* William P. Brown com- 
manding the twelfth Georgia regiment, aH acquitted themselves with 
great gallantry. The brigade generally acquitted itself well. 

The disorder in some of the regiments was,' as before stated, after 
the troops on their left had given way and the enemy had gotten on' 
their flank and rear, and it was after Lieutenant Colonel Jackson, of 
the thirty-first and Major Higginbotham were both wounded and car- 
ried to the rear, leaving their regiments, which chiefly participated 
in the disorder, without commanders. 

The conduct of the twelfth Georgia, with which I was more than 
any other, elicited my especial approbation. It is a gallant fighting 
regiment, and 1 have had occasion before to notice its good conduct, 
its commander in this action, Captain William F. Brown, who is over 
sixty years of age, displayed great coolness, courage and energy. He 
is eminently deserving the* command of a regiment, and I recommend 
him for promotion to till the first vacancy that may occur among the 
field officers of the regiment. 

Captain Lilly, of the twentyrfifth Virginia regiment, with a small 
body of his regiment, (twenty-fifth Virginia,) including the color- 
bearer, attracted my attention by the gallantry displayed by them in 
advancing among the foremost after the regiment had got into disor- 
der. A body of men, from the twenty-first Virginia regiment, around 
their colors, advancing in the same way, attracted my attention by 
their gallantry. I was particularly struck by the bravery exhibited 
by the color-bearers of these two regiments, who, with these small 
bodies of men, were waving their flags in the very front, as if to at- 
tract a fire upon them, and advancing all the while., 

Captain Brown, of the Chesapeake Artillery, and Captain Dement 
displayed great courage and efficiency, themselves loading and Lriug 
their pieces, when their men were exhausted. 

I was attracted by the conspicuous gallantry exhibited by Colonel 
Taliaferro, of the twenty-third Virginia regiment, who 1 saw urging 
his men on. 

My staff officers, Major P. Hall, A. A. General; Lieutenant S. H. 
Early, A. D. C, and Major A. L. Pitzer, volunteer D. C, dis- 
played great courage and energy in carrying my orders under fire, 
and in rallying and encouraging the troops. They were everywhere 
on the field where there was danger, each having his horse struck 
under him. 

There were doubtless many cases of individual gallantry upon the 
part of officers and men, to which I am not able to do justice, and I 
do not wish it to be understood that they are intentionally overlooked. 
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My effective strength in infantry, on the morning of the 9th, was 
seventeen hundred, of which about three hundred and fifty were left 
on picket. 

Subjoined is a list of killed, wounded and missing, showing sixteen 
killed, one hundred and forty-five wounded, and two missing, total 
one hundred and sixty-three. 

I can also bear testimony to the gallantry and good conduct of Col- 
onel Tomas, and the officers and men of his brigade, whose timely ar- 
rival rendered my right secure, and whose deadly fire contributed 
largely to the repulse of the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. EARLY, 
Brigadier General commanding Brigade. 

3 



REPORT Otf COLONEL RONALD OF FIRST BRIGADE 



Headq'rs First Brigade Virginia Volunteers, V. D., ) 

August 15, 1862. J 

W. T. Taliaferro, A. A. A. General: % 

* Sir : Before the brigade became engaged in the battle of Cedar 
' Run, on Saturday, the 9th, Brigadier General Charles S. Winder 
was mortally wounded, "whereupon the command devolved on me. 
In obedience to your order, therefore, I have the honor to submit the 
following report of the part taken by the first brigade in the battle 
of Cedar Run, Culpeper county, on the 9th instant: 

The following regiments constitute the brigade : The fifth, sec- 
ond, fourth, thirty-third and twenty-seventh Virginia, commanded 
on this occasion as follows : The fifth by Major Williams, the second 
by Lieutenant Colonel Lawson Botts, the fourth by Lieutenant Col- 
onel Robert D. Gardner, the thirty-third by Lieutenant Colonel Ed- 
ward G. Lee, the twenty-seventh by Captain Charles L. Haynes. 
Captains Carpenter's and Poague's batteries are attached. The brig- 
ade bivouacked, on the night of the 8th, in Madison county, on the 
road leading to Culpeper Court-House, and about one piile from 
Madison Mills, on the RaDidan river. On the morning of the 9th, 
the brigade took up the line of march in the direction of Culpeper 
Court-House. The march was frequently interrupted from causes 
unknown to me at the time, and, at fifteen minutes past three o'clock, 
P. M., the brigade was halted in the woods a short distance to the 
left of the road. At this time, some cannonading was going on in 
front. Here several parrot guns from Captains Poague-'s and Car- 
penter's batteries were ordered to the front. These were posted in 
the road so as to enfilade the enemy's batteries, then engaging our 
batteries on the right. General Winder was in the front, directing, 
with great ability and judgment, the movements of the batteries. 
These batteries, in a short time, succeeded in driving the enemy's 
guns from their chosen position, after which Captains Poague and 
Carpenter were directed to take position in a corn-field on the right 
of the road, where they opened a rapid fire upon the enemy's guns, 
and soon silenced several of them. Shortly after this, General Win- 
der was mortally wounded and borne from the field, the brigade still 
resting where it was halted at fifteen minutes past three o'clock. A 
little after four o'clock, P. M., I was ordered to put the brigade in 
line of battle, perpendicular to the road, and move forward, the line 
having been arranged in the following order, viz : Twenty-seventh 
on the right, the thirty-third on the left of the twenty-seventh, the 
fifth left of the thirty-third, second left of the fifth, and the fourth 
left of the second. I moved forward through the woods, but in a few 
minutes I was ordered to put the brigade in column of regiments, 
which order was executed promptly ; but before advancing the col- 
umn I was ordered to deploy the column and advance in line of bat- 
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tie, letting the right rest about one hundred yards from the road. 
The line of battle being thus re-established I moved forward through 
the woods, under a heavy fire of spherical case and canister shot, 
from the enemy's guns. Arrfving at a fence that partly enclosed an 
open field, I halted the brigade and sent Captain John H. Fulton, 
acting aid, to inform General Taliaferro of my position, and to re- 
ceive his order. Captain Fulton returned, stating that the General 
directed me to move on. I put the brigade in motion and rode some 
two hundred yards in advance, in order to gain the top of the hill, 
from which I supposed I could have a good view. Arriving at the 
top of the hill, I observed the enemy, about three hundred yards dis- 
tant, advancing in line of battle, when I immediately rode back to 
the brigade, which, having advanced to within four hundred yards of 
the enemy, and in view" of each other, this brigade then opened fire 
upon the enemy, and having discharged several volleys, which seemed 
to confuse him, I immediately ordered the brigade to charge, which . 
order was promptly executed, and with fine effect, the enemy falling 
back in great confusion, leaving many of his dead and wounded upon 
the field. Arriving at the woods in his retreat, the enemy attempted 
to reform his line, which I determined to prevent, by following him 
up ; but at this moment, I was informed that the enemy had turned 
the left of the second brigade, (which I supposed, until that moment, 
rested on the right of the first brigade :) whereupon, I immediately 
directed a change of front, which was done as promptly as it could bo- 
under the circumstances, which enabled me to engage this flanl^ 
movement of the enemy. But General JBranch's brigade coming up 
at this moment, his line being perpendicular to the road, while the 
line of the first brigade was parallel, General Branch opened a vig- 
orous fire upon the enemy, which soon succeeded in driving him from 
his position. He was here compelled to pass through a large grain 
field in his retreat, T\hich exposed his broken columns to a deadly 
cross-fire from Branch's and this brigade. About sundown, General 
Pender's (I think it was) brigade appeared on the extreme left of ' 
the open field I first entered. lie continued his march by the flank . 
until his right reached the north-east corner of the field, when I sent 
Captain Fulton to inform him that the enemy was in the woods to his 
right. He then continued his march for some distance, and then put 
his brigade in line of battle, his right resting on the left of the first 
brigade, and then the whole line advanced in the direction of the main 
road. Very shortly after this connection was formed, a short but 
very vigorous contest ensued, which succeeded in completely routing 
the enemy. [It is proper here to state that the enemy engaged in the 
woods, at this point, is the same column whose reformation of line I 
attempted to prevent when informed that the left flank of the second 
brigade had been turned.] Here the enemy's loss was very heavy. 
This brigade pursued the now retreating foe until after dark, when I ~ 
was ordered to halt and rest for the night. 

The conduct of the troops in this brigade was, indeed, splendid 
men never behaved better. Regimental commanders were conspicu- 
ous for their gallantry, and company oflScers deserve great praise,. 
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not only for their gallantry, but for their successful efforts in keeping 
their companies together. Indeed, when the brigade was halted for 
the night, nearly all were present. 

The brigade captured three stands 01 colors, one of which was im- 
properly taken from a private of the regiment by a commis- 
sioned officer of some* other command. Two stands of colors were 
taken .by the fifth regiment. 

For individual acts of gallantry, I refer ytfti to the reports of regi- 
mental and battery commanders, herewith presented. Upon assum- 
ing command, Captain John H. Fulton, of the fourth regiment, and 
Major Holliday, of the thirty-third regiment, kindly consented to act 
as aids, in connection with Lieutenant Garnett, of General Winder's 
staff, and to these gentlemen I am much indebted for their valuable 
services. 

Captain Fulton was conspicuous in the fight, transmitting every 
prder with great promptness and despatch. 

Major Holliday, a gallant and brave man, while in the execution 
of an order, was severely wounded in the right arm, rendering am- 
putation necessary. He was wounded early in the engagement. 

Lieutenant Garnett was active in the field, and his gallantry was 
conspicuous. With the aid these gentlemen rendered me upon the 
field, my new position, as brigade commander, was relieved of much 
embarrassment. 

Captains Carpenter and Poague are deserving of especial notice for 
the great service they rendered with their batteries. Captain Car- 
penter was wounded by a minie-ball in the head, though I think not 
severely. 

The casualties in the brigade was, ten killed and fifty-one wounded. 
This includes General Winder, and in his death, the brigade was de- 
prived of his great services, the army of an able and accomplished 
officer, the country of a good citizen, and society of an ornament. 

I attribute so few casualties to the fact that the brigade charged at 
the proper time. 

For a list of casualties, see reports of regimental and battery 
commanders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES A. RONALD, 
Colonel commanding 1st Brigade. 
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REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL GARNETT, OF 
SECOND . BRIGADE. 

Camp near Liberty Mills, ) 
Headquarters Second Brigade, First Division, A % V. D. > 

Major W. T. Taliaferro, 

Assistant Adjutant General, First Division : 

Major: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the second brigade, in the battle near Cedar creek, on 
the 9th instant: 

By order of General Winder, commanding first division, the second 
brigade was ordered, about half past three o'clock, P. M., to march 
to the front — passing the first brigade — to rest its right near a school- 
house in the vicinity of the battle-field. Remaining in this position 
until General Early's brigade had driven in the cavalry pickets, I 
received orders to move rapidly forward along the main road towards 
the enemy's position. In executing this movement, the brigade wa3 
fired upon by the enemy's batteries, killing five and wounding six 
men of the forty-eighth Virginia regiment. To prevent any further 
accident, the brigade was filed to the left in the woods, and proceeded 
along the slope of a hill parallel to the road, until it had marched to 
a point where the road emerged from the woods into a field directly in 
front of the enemy's batteries. Here General Winder ordered me to 
file to the left along a by-road in the woods, and to follow it as far as 
I could under cover of the woods. On reaching this last position, I 
was to place the brigade in line of battle, and charge the nearest bat- 
tery by a flank movement, while our artillery engaged it in front. On 
reconnoitering the position of the battery, a heavy body of infantry 
was discovered in its rear, and a- long line of cavalry, behind a fence 
covered with brush, on the left of the battery, commanding perfectly 
the field the second brigade would necessarily cross- in reaching its 
destination. I reported these facts immediately to General Winder, 
through Lieutenant White, acting aid-de-camp, and received orders 
on his return to remain where I was for a few moments. This was 
the last order I received from General Winder, whose untimely death 
none more deplore than the second brigade. We were proud to be 
under his command and mingle our sorrows with those of the nation 
at his early fall. General Taliaferro now assuming command, ordered 
such a disposition ot the second brigade as would afford some protec- 
tion to the batteries on our right and some four hundred yards to the 
rear. The twenty-first Virginia regiment formed the extreme right, 
and the forty-eighth Virginia regiment was placed on the left of the 
twent} -first, and were designed to repulse any charge of the enemy 
on our batteries, as ordered by General Taliaferro. The forty-second 
Virginia regiment and first Virginia battalion formed our left, and 
commanded a field nearly at right angles with that in front of the 
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forty-eighth and twenty-first. In this position skirmishers were 
thrown forward, and, on the extreme left, a courier was left with 
Major Seddon, with instructions to report any movements of the 
enemy in a thick woodland on his extreme left, which was supposed 
to be occupied. At this juncture General Jackson and staff arrived, 
and I received orders from the General to look well to my left flank 
and to report at once to General Taliaferro for reinforcements. 
Accordingly, Captain Wilson, assistant adjutant general, second 
brigade, and Lieutenant White, acting aid-de-camp, were sent in dif- 
ferent parts of the field to ensure an early interview with the General, 
and to secure, without delay, the support required. Before these 
officers returned, the enemy had advanced rapidly, already engaging 
our right. With coolness and determination, the regiments on the 
right delivered their fire, keeping a superior number of the enemy at 
bay. Firing now commenced on the left, and hastening to the posi- 
tion occupied by the first Virginia battalion, I discovered the enemy 
in heavy force rapidly advancing, not more than fifty yards from our 
front, bearing down upon us also from the left, delivering, as they 
came, a most galling fire. Unable to withstand this fire from front 
and flank, the first Virginia battalion gave w T ay in confusion, and 
rendered abortive any efforts of its corps of gallant officers to reform 
it. Finding our left turned, I rode up to Major Layne, commanding 
the forty-second, and ordered a change of front to meet the enemy in 
this new direction; but, before this could be executed, he fell mortally 
wounded, and the movement could not be accomplished before the 
enemy had commenced a fire in their rear, producing some confusion 
and disorder. The other regiment, all the while engaged in front, were 
also attacked in rear, now that the left flank was turned, producing 
much disorder in their ranks. In this double fire, front and rear, 
fell the gallant officers, Lieutenant Colonel Cunningham, Major Layne, 
and Captain Dyerle. Reinforcements coming up, portions of different 
regiments were reformed and assisted in driving the enemy discom- 
fitted from the field. The terrible loss in thfs brigade resulted from 
its left flank being turned, thereby subjecting it to a double fire. 
Had reinforcements, momentarily expected, arrived ten minutes 
sooner, no disaster would have happened. The long list of killed and 

- wounded officers, accompanying this report, is the best evidence of 
their courage and fidelity in the discharge of duty. Lieutenant Col- 
onel Cunningham, as all who knew him expected, behaved w T ith dis- 
tinguished bravery and coolness. His place is not easily filled. The 
same may be said of Major Layne, Major Seddon and Captain Han- 
num,- commanding regiments, and of the officers attached4o their 
commands. It would be improper to close this report without calling 

'the attention of the General to the acts of savage brutality perpetra- 
ted by the enemy upon our officers and men who fell into their hands 

"temporarily as prisoners. Such fiendish barbarity is not to be found 
in the history of warfare among civilized nations. 

To the metnbers of my staff all praise is due for their bravery and 
efficiency in the discharge of every duty. They consisted of Captain 
Wilson, assistant adjutant general, Lieutenant Dabney, aid-de-camp, 
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and Lieutenant White, first Virginia battalion, acting aid-de-camp. 
For further particulars, the General is referred to reports from regi- 
mental commanders herewith enclosed. 

THOMAS S. GARNETT, 
Lieut. Col. commanding 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, A. V. D. 
V. Dabnev, Aid-de-Cawp. 



REPORT OF COLONEL TALIAFERRO OF THIRD BRIGADE. 



Headquarters Third Brigade, A. V., ) 
McGruder's Farm, Orange county, t Va. 9 August 14, 1862. J 

To Brigadier General W. B. Taliaferro, 

Commanding First Divisim, A. V. : 

General: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part sustained by the third brigade of the first division, Army of tho 
f Valley, in the battle of Cedar creek, on the 9th instant : 

This brigade was under your immediate command until about four 
o'clock, P. M., when I was notified of the death of General Winder, 
commanding the first division, and that you had assumed its command. 
The command of this brigade thereupon devolved upon me, as the 
senior officer, and my report is confined to the conduct of the brigade 
subsequent to my assumption of its command. The brigade at that 
time occupied a position on the left of General Early's brigade, and 
on the right of the second brigade of this division, under Lieutenant 
Colonel Garnett, the first brigade, under Colonel Ronald, being in 
rear, as a support to the third. The brigade was then exposed to a 
heavy fire from the enemy's artillery, which it sustained with great 
firmness, ofEcers and men alike displaying the coolness of veterans. 
Soon after, the order to advance was given, which was obeyed with 
alacrity, under a galling fire from the enemy's batteries, firing over 
the heads of their infantry. As soon as this brigade arrived within 
musket shot of the enemy it commenced firing, and continued a de- 
structive fire until it was discovered that the enemy, in strong force, 
had turned the left flank of the second brigade, exposing it to a fire 
so destructive that it was compelled to give way, in some disorder. 
This left the regiments on the left of this brigade exposed to the fire 
of the enemy in front, and also on its left flank. Under this fire, 
and the example of the second brigade, the fort3-seventh and forty- 
eighth Alabama regiments, commanded respectively by Colonel Jack- 
son and Colonel Sheffield, (for the first time under fire,) gave way, 
and fell back some distance, but were promptly rallied by their offi- 
cers. A part of the thirfy-seventh Virginia, commanded by Colonel 
Williams, was also thrown into confusion, and the whole compelled to 
fall back. The tenth, Major Stover, and the twenty-third Virginia, 
Lieutenant Colonel Curtis, likewise fell back, under my orders. The 
whole brigade was speedily reformed and, supported cordially by the 
first brigade, which promptly advanced on its left, again advanced 
and charged the enemy. The enemy soon broke and fled in great 
disorder. We pursued them until darkness interposed, and we were 
ordered to a position in advance of the battle-field, where we slept on 
our arms. In the pursuit, this brigade captured a number of pris- 
oners, among them Brigadier General Prince, who was brought in by 
private John Booker, company I, twenty-third Virginia regiment. 
He brought him to me, but as General Taliaferro was near, who was 
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of superior rank, I ordered him to be taken to him, and to him he 
promptly surrendered. Just at the time the enemy broke, their cav- 
alry charged us, but were received by a galling fire from this brigade. 
They broke, and were fired upon also by the first and second, and 
General Branch's brigade, which had come up on our left, and fled 
with great precipitation and Idss. 

I have to regret the loss of many brave and good officers and men. 
It will be hard to supply their places, but they fell on the field of 
honor, in defence of their homes, their people, their liberty, and all 
that makes life dear to man, and a grateful country and posterity will 
award them their meed of praise. Lieutenant Colonel Curtis, com- 
manding twenty-third regiment Virginia volunteers, fell, mortally 
wounded, while gallantly leading his regiment into action. He came 
to the regiment in September, 1861, from Brooke county, Virginia, 
a private, and a refugee from the tyrants of the Northwest, and, in 
the reorganization he was called to the position he so gallantly filled, 
a fit testimonial by the. ofiicers to his gallantry and good conduct. lie 
has fallen far from his home and friends, but will long be remembered 
by all associated with him in the cause of liberty. Colonel Williams, 
of the thirty-seventh Virginia regiment, was slightly, and Colonel 
Sheffield, of the forty-eighth Alabama regiment, was painfully 
wounded. Both these officers behaved with great gallantry. All the 
officers and men of this brigade behaved well, and I beg leave to 
thank them for their gallant and good conduct, manifested under the 
most trying circumstances. For the details of the killed and 
wounded, I beg leave to refer you to' the reports of regimental com- 
manders, herewith returned, and which sum up as follows : 

Tenth regiment Virginia volunteers, 
Twenty-third regiment Virginia volunteers, - 
Thirty- seventh regiment Virginia volunteers, 
Forty-seventh regiment Alabama volunteers, - 
Forty-eighth regiment Alabama volunteers, - 

Total, 

All of which is most respectfully submitted, 

ALEXANDER G. TALIAFERRO, 
Colonel commanding Third Brigade, A. V. 



Killed, 


Wounded. 


'6 


37 


5 


27 


13 


C4 


12 


85 


15 


58 


51 


271 



REPORT OF COLONEL STAFFORD. 



Headquarters Second Louisiana Brigade, > 
August 14, 1862. J 

To Major General A. P. Hill : 

I very respectfully submit the following feport of the action and 
position of this brigade under my command, at the battle of Cedar 
creek, on the 9th instant : 

With my command, I reached, by double-quicking, the battle-field 
just in time to hear the last guns fired and to witness the stragglers 
of the retreat. Immediately after forming line .of battle, the brigade 
was thrown forward as the advance guard, and for a quarter of a mile 
through a dense woods, heavy skirmishing was kept up between the 
skirmishers of the enemy and those of my own deployment. In an 
open field, after passing the skirt of woods, I found the enemy in 
large force, much superior to my own, and in line of battle. Ry or- 
ders of General Jackson, with my brigade, I formed a line of battle 
along a fence separating the field from the woods and at right angles 
with the main road by which I was advancing. I was severely shelled 
at various times during the night, while the firing of the skirmishers 
was periodical from a little after dark until near eleven o'clock next 
morning. The entire brigade remained in line of battle until ordered 
back at or near ten o'clock, A. M., 10th instant. The following compa- 
nies w r ere deployed as skirmishers, and behaved with that gallantry and 
coolness that entitles the officers and men to the highest praise, viz. : 
Company A, Captain Grigsby ; company B, Captain Cumraing, and 
company D, Captain Hodges, of the ninth Louisiana regiment. The 
casualties of the brigade were twenty wounded and four killed. Deeply 
do I regret to state that the following named officers (and a few pri- 
vates, who could not be detected,) absented themselves without leave 
during that period of the engagement in which my command partici- 
pated, viz. : First Lieutenant B. F. Jackson and Captain Singletary , 
of the ninth Louisiana regiment. All of which is respectfully sub- 
mitted. 

L. A. STAFFORD, 
Colonel commanding 2d La. Brigade. 



REPORT OF COLONEL ORUTOHFIELD. 

Headquarters Artillery, Second Corps, ) 
' March 14, 1863. $ 

Lieutenant Colonel C. J. Faulkner, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Colonel: I have the honor to submit the folllowing report of the 
part taken by th£ artillery of this army corps in the battle of Cedar 
Run, of August 9th, 1802 : 

The read on which we advanced debouched from a piece of woods 
upon the immediate battle-field, which was open and somewhat broken, 
a brook running across it and the prolongation of the road and making 
a small angle with our general line of battle. The advance of our 
troops was the division of Brigadier General C. S. Winder, and its 
artillery became first engaged. The enemy's batteries occupied 
rising ground to the right and beyond the mouth of the road, while 
his infantry extended from these batteries towards our left. About 
two, P. M., a gun placed at the mouth of the road by Major R. S. 
Andrews, commanding the artillery of General Winder's division, 
opened on the enemy. His cavalry skirmishers and out-posts had 
been previously driven in by Brigadier General Early's brigade, which 
was just to the right of this point. The reply was immediate and 
from this time the enemy kept up a sharp fire at this point, as one 
near which our troops and batteries must pass in taking position. I 
found that to the right and front, some two hundred and fifty yards, 
were rises in the ground favorable for positions for artillery. I there- 
fore directed Major Andrews to move forward his rifle guns to these 
points. He moved out four rifles and one twelve-pounder Napoleon. 
The latter and two rifles were from Captain Poague's battery and the 
others from those of Captains Caskie and Carpenter. Their fire was 
directed against the enemy's batteries in order to protect the deploy- 
ment of our infantry. They were excellently served, and so com- 
pletely occupied the enemy's guns, about twelve in number, I think, 
that Major Andrews proposed to move one or two smooth-bored bat- 
teries further down the road and endeavor to enfilade the enemy's 
position. In trying to do this he 'was wounded, and the complexion 
of affairs just after -prevented its subsequent execution. Meanwhile 
the battery of Captain Latimer, which had moved with Major General 
Ewell's division, had opened on the enemy from a position at the base 
of Slaughter's Mountain, far to our right, while the batteries of Cap- 
tains Brown and Dement, (the two comprising six guns,) had position 
between the battery of Captain Latimer and those of Major Andrews. 
These two batteries were capitally served and evidently damaged the 
enemy severely. 

Thus far the fight had been between the opposing artillery exclu- 
sively. At this time the enemy's infantry advanced in line of battle, 
that is, a regiment of them through a corn-field just beyond the 
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brook and in front of Major Andrews' guns. Unable apparently to 
cross in this formation, they formed column ,of companies for the pur- 
pose. Just then Major Andrews turned his guns upon them, (for it 
was before he had been- wounded,) and opening with canis- 
ter soon broke them. At this time Lieutenant Colonel R. 
L. Walker coming up with the artillery of Major General A. 
P. Hill's division, I directed him to place four rifle guns on the rising 
ground to Major Andrews' right. He placed them by sections — two 
from Captain Pegram's battery and two from Captain Fleet's, the 
latter under command of Lieutenant Hardy. These guns now w r ere 
formed in echelon — Captain Pegram being in advance-and to the right, 
next to him Lieutenant Hardy, while the guns from General Winder's 
division were further to the left and something in advance of Lieuten- 
ant Hardy, giving an oblique fire across their front. At thi3 moment 
the enemy's infantry advanced again in general line across the corn- 
field and Lieutenant Colonel Walker's guns were turned on them ex- 
clusively. In a short time our infantry on the left of the road was 
apparently thrown into confusion and gave way ; the enemy advanc- 
ing, the rear of the guns of General Winder's division was exposed 
and they were withdrawn by General Jackson's order. At the same 
time the enemy made a feeble efFort to advance through and from the 
corn-field, but a well-directed fire of canister from the guns of Cap- 
tain Pegram and Lieutenant Hardy, supported by, I believe, the 
thirteenth Virginia regiment, Colonel J. A. Walker, checked them, 
though their skirmishers got quite near under cover of the accidents 
of the ground. The temporary confusion on the lefc was soon over- 
come and in a short time the enemy gave way, and our whole line 
advancing, the artillery moved along the road, unable to cross the 
brook in front through the field. .The pursuit continued until having 
crossed a second brook, we came upon a large body of woods. It be- 
ing deemed advisable to shell these before advancing further, the bat- 
teries of Captains Pegram, Fleet, Braxton, and Latham, were placed 
in position under Lieutenint Colonel Walker, some eighty or one hun- 
dred yards distant and a heavy fire opened in various directions. 
After a short time, Captain Pegram's battery was ordered forward 
with an infantry brigade, through these woods about a quarter of a 
mile. It took position just beyond and opened upon what was thought 
and proved to be the enemy's camp. A battery w r as soon opened in 
reply, and a heavy cannonade w T as the consequence, for some time, 
causing Captain Pegram severe loss. His battery, however, retained 
its position till next morning, when it was withdrawn. We lost no 
pieces or caissons, but had two guns dismounted by the enemy's 
fire. We captured one twelve-pounder Napoleon (spiked) and car- 
riage and caisson, with two other caissons and a limber, all of which 
were brought off. The gun and caisson were sent to Richmond, one 
caisson exchanged into Captain Poague's battery, and the other cais- 
son and limber also sent to Richmond. 

It is clue that I should call especial attention to the gallantry dis- 
played by Major R. L. Andrews in this action. He was severely 
wounded, and, in our withdrawal, fell a prisoner into the hands of 
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the enemy. Captain J. Carpenter, a most excellent officer, received 
a wound from which he has since died, while fearlessly exposing him- 
self in looking out a position for his battery. 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, & 

' S. CRUTCHFIELD, 
Colonel and Chief Artillery 2d Corps. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN WITCHER OF TWENTY-FIRST VIR- 
GINIA REGIMENT. 

Camp near Gordonsville, August 13, 1862. 

Major John Seddon, 

Commanding Second Brigade : 

Sir : In obedience to order, I offer the following report of the 
twenty-first Virginia regiment in the battle of Slaughter's Mountain, 
on the 9th instant, which, I fear, will be an imperfect one, as I only 
took command after the fight had considerably advanced : 

The regiment was posted in line of battle in the woods, about forty 
paces back of the road, to the left of a battery in the field, and 
facing to the road, a small party being sent to the road in front 
of our extreme left to keep watch. In this position, the men were 
ordered to he down to protect them from the enemy's cannonading, 
which was kept up with great vigor. A number of shells exploded in 
our vicinity, one of which struck and killed William H. Morgan, of 
company F, a young officer of great merit. In about half an hour, 
a volley of musketry was heard on our left, when the party on the 
road immediately returned, and reported that a regiment was advanc- 
ing along the road and fence. Lieutenant Colonel Cunningham or- 
dered our regiment forward to the edge of the road, which order was 
promptly obeyed, all seeming eager for the engagement. Soon after 
reaching the road and engaging the enemy, another regiment of them 
emerged from a corn-field, and arrayed themselves in line of battle 
to our left oblique. This seemed to heighten the ardor of our men, 
who fought with all the gallantry and energy that could have been • 
desired, and completely checking the enemy's advance. The fight 
was raging fiercely, and our men in high spirits, when suddenly, and 
without any warning whatever, a murderous fire was poured upon us 
from the rear, at least a brigade of the enemy having passed through 
the woods and reached within twenty or thirty paces of us. We had 
supposed that our rear was protected ; why it was not, is not for me 
to say. About this time, Lieutenant Colonel Cunningham appeared 
at the left of the line and gave some command, which, amid the firing, 
I could not understand. 1 ordered those near me, however, to about- 
face ; some obeyed, but many others were so intent upon firing at the 
enemy before them, and so little apprehensive pi danger from the 
rear, that they seemed not to understand the command. Colonel Cun- 
ningham again gave some command, which, owing to the circum- 
stances, I could not distinctly hear. He waived his hand towards the 
fence rather to the right, and, aftc/r several times ordering it, I got 
the men to start in that direction. In making the movement, they 
became somewhat scattered and confused, some going fast, while others 
would load, turn and fire as they went, *To add to the confusion^of 
the moment, in addition to the many other brave men and officers who 
fell at this point, our gallant and beloved leader, Lieutenant Colonel 
Cunningham fell mortally wounded ; the adjutant was taken by the 
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enemy, though he afterwards escaped ; the sergeant-major was shot 
down; the flag-bearer was shot dead ; a corporal of the color-guard, 
seizing the colors, shared the same fate, and a private who next raised 
them fell, wounded in three places. Under these unfavorable circum- 
stances, a portion of the regiment rallied and formed at the crest of 
the hill, not more than one hundred and fifty paces from the road. 
Here, some troops, which had fallen back, rallied, and joined us, and 
after a spirited contest of ten or fifteen minutes, drove the enemy, 
who had advanced into the road and field, back into the woods. We 
then turned our fire upon the enemy's line of battle in the meadow, 
which soon broke and began to retire. From this we pushed forward 
w T herever the fight seemed thickest, assisting in the repulse of the 
cavalry charge, and mingling in the fire upon the retreating foe, till 
he haa entirely disappeared from the field. No troops, in my opin- 
ion, could have behaved with more daring and obstinacy than those of 
the twenty-first. There were instances of individual heroism, which I 
refrain from mentioning, lest injustice should be done to others. Be- 
fore concluding thi3 report, I deem it my duty to bring to your no- 
tice a fact which showa the barbarous and brutal manner in which this 
war is being conducted by our enemies. Second Lieutenant Thoma3 
M. Brown, of company K, v&s taken prisoner at the time our regi- 
ment left the woods. He was afterwards found in the woods mor- 
tally wounded, and, before dying, stated to Lieutenant Roarch, of the 
twenty-first, and Captain Turner of the Irish battalion, that he was 
taken unhurt, but when the enemy were forced to retreat, they knocked 
him down with their guns, and bayonetted him in several places. He 
was in his proper mind at the time of making this statement, and died 
the same night. Accompanying this report I forward a list of casur 
alties. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. A. WITCHER, 
Captain, commanding 2 1st Virginia Regiment. 



REPORT OF MAJOR SEDDON. 

Headq'rs 1st Va. Bat., 2nd Brig., 1st Div., A. V. D., > 

August 14, 1862. J 

Lieut. Col. T. L. Garnett, 

Commanding Second Brigade on the evening^of the 9th inst. ; 

Colonel: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of the first Virginia battalion during the late engagement 
with the enemy near Cedar creek, on the evening of the 9th instant: 

The first Virginia battalion, under my command, was marched, 
with the rest of the second brigade, through a body of woods and 
was drawn up in line of battle, with inverted front, on the extreme 
left of the brigade in the wood, with a small wheat-field in our front. 
The woods were so dense that no other portion of our brigade could 
be seen from our position. We took up our position about a quarter 
past four o'clock, P. M. At about a quarter to six o'clock, a largo 
brigade of the enemy emerged from the woods beyond the wheat field, 
and advanced against our line, in fine order, at a double-quick. A 
corn-field on the right, and a brush-field on the left of the wheat-field, 
prevented me from seeing either wing of the enemy, which seemed 
to extend indefinitely in both directions. By order, the battalion 
fired as the enemy came within one hundred and fifty yards of our 
position, with very little effect. We fired two more scattering volleys, 
all with little effect. By this time the enemy were close upon our 
front, and had closed in upon our left flank. Seeing this, the battal- 
ion gave way and retreated rapidly and in great confusion. Being 
on the extreme left of the brigade, we were the first to see the flank * 
movement of the enemy, and by the rapid retreat, were prevented 
from being surrounded. 

All the oflicers of the battalion strove most gallantly to hold the 
men to their position, and made the most heroic endeavors to rally 
them after they had broken. Failing in this, some of the officers and 
men joined in with the reserves and took part in their successful ad- 
vance. Second Lieutenant Alexander, company A, was disabled by 
a severe wound in the left thigh, about the time the battalion gave 
way. It may be proper to add that Lieutenant White, acting aid-de- 
camp to Colonel Garnett, informed me, just as the enemy advanced 
from the woods, that the tenth Virginia regiment occupied our left 

Accompanying this you will please find a list of casualties. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN SEDDON, • 
Major commanding 1st Va. Battalion. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL JACKSON. 



Camp near Liberty Mills, > 
August 13, 1862. > 

To Colonel Taliaferro, 

Commanding Third Brigade, A. V. : 

Colonel: On Saturday last, the 9th instant, four o'clock, P. M., I 
arrived with my regiment (the forty-seventh Alabama) within range 
of the enemy's batteries that had opened on the advancing columns 
of our army. We were allowed to rest a few minutes, when we tfere 
again ordered to advance, and take our position under the range of 
the enemy's guns. We advanced along the road for the distance of a 
mile, with the enemy's shells bursting over our heads; but, as we were 
within the range given to their guns, no dairaage was done to my 
regiment. When the position desired by our brigade commander was 
gained, we were ordered to form our line of battle and lie down. By 
this time the cannonade was in quicker succession. The men under 
my command behaved themselves very well, though somewhat confused 
at the bursting of shells over their heads; but after remaining a short 
time they became quiet. We remained about forty minutes in this 
position, without sustaining any loss, when the order was given by 
General Taliaferro to advance in line of battle. I reported this com- 
mand to the regiment, when they advanced in tolerable order, the dis- 
tance of fifty yards, when we approached a fence, which we crossed 
and found ourselves in presence of the enemy's infantry, which had 
opened on us with some effect. I formed my men in line of battle, 
about three hundred yards from the line of the enemy, and opened 
fire on them. Although it was the first battle any of my men had 
ever been in, yet they behaved themselves very well, and returned the 
fire in quick succession, and with a good deal of deliberation. Affairs 
remained in this position for about twenty minutes, when we found 
ourselves attacked from a very unexpected quarter ; the enemy having 
flanked us, had come round to our rear, and were pouring heavy vol- 
leys on us, at the distance of forty paces. A3 soon as I discovered 
this new enemy, I gave the command to face about. A few companies 
of the right wing obeyed the command; but the left, not understand- 
ing the order .and being subjected to a severe cross-fire, gave way 
and retreated across the field. As soon as the left gave w^y, the right 
also got into confusion and followed the left. I made repeated efforts 
to rally the regiment, but, finding it impossible to do so under the 
cross-fire they were subjected to, I followed them across the field, md 
on a hill that screened them from the balls of the enemy. As soon as 
they found themselves out of range, they halted and began of them- 
selves to rally to their standard. I encouraged them as much as my 
exhausted. state from fatigue and feeble health would permit, and soon 
had the satisfaction of seeing most of them returning to duty. I or- 
dered the colors to advance, which they did, and the regiment fol- 
4 
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lo^yed, though without any line- of battle. I remained behind, sending 
up those that showed less inclination to advance. I soon found it 
would be impossible to get them in regular lin£, and, therefore, stayed 
a few paces in the rear, encouraging those that stayed behind, and 
preventing them from firing among those in advance. We continued 
to advance in this open way, to within two hundred yards of the 
enemy, drawn up in another field, on the opposite side of the field. 
The advance of our line at this point made a halt, and very delibe- 
rately returned the fire of the enemy. I encouraged those in the 
rear to advance as far as their friends had done, and soon had the satis- 
faction of seeing them slowly make their way to the front. The front 
line seeing the rear advance, also advanced, and the enemy in a few 
minutes began to give ground; At this point we were charged by a 
body of cavalry, but, meeting with a rolling fire from our line, they 
retreated with considerable loss. Our men now advanced in quick 
time, and the enemy's retreat soon became a complete rout. We con- 
tinued to pursue them from one field to another, until about seven 
o'clock, when our mefi becoming exhausted, made a halt, and took no 
farther part in the action. 

The number of killed in my regiment was eleven men and one 
captain, Captain Munsen, who fell at the time we were flanked by the 
eiaemy. The* captain conducted himself with great gallantry, and the 
regiment has sustained a great loss in hi3 death. We had also ninety 
men wounded, including those that were wounded slightly. I think 
the wounded, with a few exceptions, will recover. 

The above is an outline of the part played by the forty-seventh 
Alabama regiment, in the late action between Generals Jackson's and 
Pope's forces, near Culpeper Court-House. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. W. JACKSON, 
Lieutenant Colonel, commanding 47th Alabama Volunteers. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN DOBYNS OF FORTY-SECOND VIR- 
GINIA REGIMENT. 

Headquarters Forty-Second Regiment Virginia Vols., ) 
Camp near Liberty Mills, August 13, 1862. \ 

Colonel : In obedience to orders, I have the honor to submit the 
following report of the operations of the forty-second regiment Vir- 
ginia volunteers in the recent engagements at Cedar Run, Culpepper 
county, Virginia, on the 9th August, 1862 : 

About three o'clock, P. M., the regiment, commanded by Major 
Henry Layne, in conjunction with the rest of the brigade, was ordered, 
to the front, and accordingly marched along the Culpeper road until 
it reached a body of woods about half a mile from the battle-field. It. 
was then halted and ordered to load. It was then filed off to the- left 
of the road and marched through the woods nearly parallel with- the- 
road, and during the march the woods were very heavily shelled by 
the enemy ; but no casualties occurred in the regiment. The regiment- 
was halted in the w r oods to the left of the road near a field, where one 
or two pieces of our artillery was planted, and in action. It remained, 
in this position near half an hour, and was then ordered to move for- 
ward, and accordingly marched some four hundred yards until it reached 
a narrow road leading to a wheat-field ; filing down the road to the 
left, near one hundred yards, it then filed to the right through the 
woods parallel with the fence until it reached its depth, it was then 
halted and fronted in line of battle. The forty-eighth Virginia regi- 
ment was on the right, and the first Virginia battalion on the left. 
Our skirmishers, who had previously been thrown out, soon discovered 
thc^e of the enemy near at had, and in a few moments the main body- 
of the enemy advanced from the woods opposite the wheat-field to our 
front, and having gotten mid-way the wheat-field the regiment was 
ordered to fire, which was done with a great deal of coolness and 
rapidity, and kept up constantly for some half an hour or more ; the- 
regiment remaining in good order all the time. Early in the engage- 
ment Major Layne was mortally wounded, and a great many of the^ 
company officers and men were killed and wounded. 

The enemy having flanked us right and left, were seen suddenly - 
advancing upon our rear inconsiderable disorder, about this juncture 
we received orders to fall|M^c, and soon came in contact with the en- 
emy at the point of the bl^net. A good many of the officers and 
soldiers of the regiment were captured by the enemy, and again re- 
captured, and many of them severely wounded while in the hands of 
the enemy: Several officers and men of the regiment, whom we had 
recaptured from the enemy informed me that they were most brutally 
maltreated by the enemy, and saw many of our men brutally 
murdered after being captured. During this portion of the engage- 
ment the regiment was thrown in great confusion, and became much 
scattered ; but a larger portion of those remaining were afterwards 
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rallied and moved forward with General Branch's brigade, and charged 
through the wheat-field to the woods and halted. The loss was very 
light during the charge. The regiment was then marched through 
the wheat-field and across the road to the right into acorn-field, and 
remained during the night. After this nothing worthy of note occurred. 

The loss in the regiment, both in killed and wounded, was very heavy; 
but not more than six or eight were missing. The regiment captured 
a large number of the enemy, both officers and pen, and sent them, to 
the rear. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H. DOBYNS, 

. Captain, commanding Forty -Second Eegiment Virginia Voir, 



REPORT OF COLONEL W. E. JONES. 



Headers 7th Regiment Virginia Cavalry, ) 
Orange C. JET., August 14, 1862. J 

General B. H. Robertson, 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, on the 9th instant, my reg- 
iment was ordered on a reconnoissance near Madison Court-House. 
The march of twenty-five miles was made by sundown, and without 
incident or discovery worthy of record. On returning to camp, we 
first learned that the battle of Cedar Run had been progressing the 
greater part of the day, and moved on, without a moment's delay, to 
the scene of action. Not being able to see you or General Jackson, 
by the advice of General Hill, I passed between the brigades of Gen- 
erals 'Field and Early about dark, for the^purpose of pressing the en- 
emy in retreat. After turning the woods on our right, I came on the 
enemy, drawn up in such order and force as rendered a charge ex- 
ceedingly dangerous. Holding our post for observation, couriers 
were sent to inform a battery, sending out shells of inquiry, of the 
position of the enemy. Before our artillery could be brought to 
bear, a body of cavalry threatened us ; but a gallant charge on our 
part soon caused them to take shelter under their infantry. We 
killed one of their horses. Now our artillery commenced shelling 
the position of the enemy, causing him to retire, and we followed as 
soon as we could, safely, from our own shells. A negro servant of 
an officer was captured near this point, from whom we gained the 
first information of the arrival of General SigePs force on the field. 
This intelligence was at once sent to the rear. The fierce cannonade, 
probably from the guns of this command, newly arrived, swept the 
ground immediately in our rear, and compelled us to seek the shelter 
of a friendly hill, until they had sufficiently amused themselves. The 
result of our advance was eleven privates, three Lieutenants, and one 
negro captured from the enemy. My thanks are due to Mr. Thomas 
Richards, independent scout, and to Lieutenant McCarty, acting ad- 
jutant of the regimemt, for their activity, zeal, and courage displayed 
on this occasion. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. JONES, 
9 Colond seventh Virginia Cavalry. 



REPORT OF MAJOR WOOD, i 

Camp near Gordonsville, Va., August 13, 18C2. 

To Colonel A. G. Taliaferro, 

Commanding Third Brigade : 

In making my report of the part acted by fhe thirty-seventh regi- 
ment in the action on Cedar creek, on the 9th instant, it is necessary 
for me to state that it was late in the engagement when the command 
devolved on me, consequently I was not informed as to the position 
we were to take until after we had gone on the field. Being marched 
into the woods in rear of our batteries, we were ordered to lie down 
there to support them. Lying there for some time, very much ex- 
posed to the enemy's shells, which were continually bursting over 
and around us, we were then ordered to the field. Coming into the field, 
taking position on the left of the twenty-third regiment,(which regiment 
was on the Extreme right of the brigade,) we were marched forward, cross- 
ing a small hollow, to the brow of a low eminence, from which posi- 
tion the enemy, in three columns, in battle order, opened fire on us, 
which was gallantly returned by my men, which continued, the ac- 
tion soon becoming general. In this position, the action continued 
for some time. The first line of the enemy giving way, the second 
were thrown into the utmost confusion, when the left of this regiment 
(being left unprotected and unsupported by the forty-seventh and 
forty-eighth Alabama regiments having piven way, and being thus 
exposed to a fire in front and rear, and on the left flank) was com- 
pelled to give way, which was taken up by each company from the 
left, not, however, until after we received orders to fall back, which 
was done in tolerably good order by most of the companies, some, 
however, becoming a little confused. I soon succeeded in rallying the 
men, not until a great many of them were killed by being exposed to 
fire from the front and left flank. As soon as they were rallied, they 
advanced gallantly to the contest, driving the enemy from before 
them in every direction. It is proper to state here, that this regi- 
ment would have been able to maintain its position had the forty-sev- 
enth and forty-eighth Alabama regiments been able to have main- 
tained theirs. I musf express my thanks to the officers and men of 
this regiment for the gallant manner in which they conducted them- 
selves during the whole engagement; and,#rhere all conducted them- 
selves so gallantly, it is impossible to mention particular individuals, 
although there were those whose gallant conduct render them worthy 
of the proudest position. 

H. C. WOOD, 
Major commanding &7th Virginia Regiment. 



* 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL WALTON. 



Camp Twenty-Third Virginia Regiment, > 
August 13, 1862. S 

Colonel A. G. Taliaferro, 

Commanding Third Brigade : 

The twenty- third Virginia regiment left its camp at this place, with 
the rest of the army, on the evening of the 7th August. It marched 
about eight miles that night and bivouacked near Orange Court- 
House. The march was resumed early next morning, but not con- 
tinued for more than a few miles, when it again halted for the pur- 
pose of cooking two days' rations, rest, &c. During the night, a por- 
tion of the enemy's cavalry fired upon our pickets and attempted to 
cut off our train of wagons. Our regiment was ordered to support 
the pickets, which it did, lying on its arms nearly all night. Some 
time after midnight our main guard was driven in, and the regiment 
double-quicked half a mile to meet the enemy. There was a sharp 
skirmish for a few minutes, and the enemy were routed. We took 
one prisoner and captured two horses. 

During this skirmish, Lieutenant Trice, of company G, was badly 
wounded in the neck. Lieutenant Winston, of company A, was also 
wounded. f 

The army, or at least one portion of it, had a long and distressing 
march on the 9th, to the field where, on that evening, was fought the 
battle of Cedar creek — distressing on account of the excessive heat, 
and scarcity of good water. The brigade reached the battle-field 
about four o'clock. This regiment, which had been on the left during 
the day, was detached and sent to the right, where it was ordered to 
lie down in the woods just in rear of Pegram's battery, for the pur- 
pose of supporting,it. Here it remained nearly an hour exposed to 
the shSUs of the enemy, which were tearing the forest to atoms. The 
enemy's artillery then ceased to fire, and the regiment was ordered xo 
advance, which it did, through the open field, in-line of battle, with 
the thirty-seventh Virginia on its left. When in four hundred yards 
of the enemy's line, fire was opened on them and continued for some time, 
when we were ordered to fall back a short distance (the thirty-seventh 
having already done so) in order to be out of reach of a cross fire 
upon our left flank, which was very close and very destructive. It 
fell back in some confusion. It was during this retreat, and while 
attempting to stop it, that the lamented Lieutenant Colonel Curtis 
received his mortal wound. 

The regiment again formed, advanced, and continued to advance, 
successfully repulsing a charge of the enemy's cavalry, taking pris- 
oners of rank, until they were ordered, by General Jackson, to stop 
the pursuit. 

The regiment behaved well, and there were individual instances of 
great gallantry ; but it might be invidious to mention them. 
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Enclosed please find list of killed and wounded of the regiment in 
the battle of Cedar creek. 

Color-sergeant, John P^Waddy F company G; Sergeant William 
A. Walton and Corporal John M. Booker, of company I, behaved 
vith great gallantry, and deserve well of their country. Several 
others did their duty as good soldiers. 

Kespectfully submitted, 

S. T. WALTON, 

Lieutenant Colcnel x commanding Regiment, 



REPORT OF MAJOR WILLIAMS. 



Headquarterters Fifth Virginia Infantrv, > 
August 14, 1862. J 

Captain Fulton, A. A. A. G. : 

I have the honor to report that, at dawn on the morning of the 9th 
instant, we left camp, near the Rapidan river, marched a distance of 
seven miles, and engaged the enemy about four o'clock in the after- 
noon. The line of battle was formed in a wood, with the thirty-third 
regiment resting on our right and the second on our left, the fifth 
being the centre regiment of the brigade. We then advanced in line 
of battle, through the woods, a distance of about four hundred yards, 
to the edge of a field, where we were ordered to halt and throw down 
a line of fencing immediately in our front. After removing the fence, 
we were ordered to prepare to charge, which was done, and we moved 
forward in line of battle to the top of a little hill or rise in the field, 
when the order was given by our gallant commander, Colonel Ronald, 
to the brigade, to charge, which was obeyed and the charge executed 
in most elegant style, driving the enemy entirely from the field into 
the woods, a distance of some three or four hundred yards. I then 
received an order to close my regiment at right angles with and on 
the left of the thirty-third, thus having passed the thirty?third and 
twenty-seventh some two hundred yards. I succeeded in forming my 
right wing perpendicular with the former line of battle and advanced 
it about one hundred yards, thus giving me a good position to fire 
upon the enemy, who were crossing a large wheat-field, upon the 
right of our former position. The regiment poured a constant and 
destructive fire upon the enemy, thus causing a large number of them 
to surrender. The regiment also captured three stand of the enemy's 
colors. The left wing still held their former position at the edge of 
the woods, thus protecting the left of my right wing from a severe 
lire from the enemy in the woods. The conduct of all, officers and 
men, was such as would attract the admiration and win the praise of 
the greatest of champion warriors, and particularly the conduct of 
Color-Sergeant John M. Gabbert, who was in advance, with a sword 
in one hand and the colors in the other, waving both the sword and 
colors, and calling upon the men to come on, when he received a 
wound in the shoulder and leg, which disabled him so much that he 
was compelled to abandon the field. At a late hour we were rein- 
forced by two other brigades. We then advanced — the left wing 
being rallied by Adjutant C. S. Arnall, whose conduct was highly 
commendable in rallying the men to the colors and pressing forward, 
with the second and fourth regiments, in hot pursuit of the 
enemy till after dark, when, reaching the top of a hill in a corn-field, 
he was ordered to halt, and remained until morning. I joined in 
with Colonel Lee, of the thirty-third, and advanced, overtaking the 
second and fourth, who had halted in a corn-field, on the right of the 
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main road leading to Culpeper Court-House, where the brigade re- 
mained over-night and until about nine o'clock on the morning of the 
10th. The enemy not having , made any demonstration up to that 
time, we were ordered back a distance of about three miles and 
camped until the morning of the 1 2th, when we were ordered to take 
up the line of march to our old camp, near Liberty Mills, at which 
place we arrived about six o'clock, P. M. I forward with this a list 
of casualties. - 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. J. WILLIAMS, 
Major commanding Fifth Virginia Infantry. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL HUGHES. 



Headquarters Forty-eighth Regiment Alabama Volunteers, ) 

August 13, 1862. J 

Colonel A. G. Taliaferro, 

Commanding Third Brigade, Army of the Valley : 

Sir : I have the honor of submitting the following report of the 
movements of the forty -eighth regiment Alabama volunteers during 
the engagement on the 9th instant, at Cedar creek. This regiment, 
being ordered to support General Ewell's division, was placed in po- 
sition in the woods and in rear of that division. After remaining in 
this position for some time, we were ordered to cross the big road, 
into an open field, and form line of battle on the right of the twenty- 
third Virginia regiment. A hill lying between us and the enemy, 
we were ordered to advance to its brow, when, coming in full view 
of the enemy, w T e opened fire upon them and continued without cas- 
sation for some length of time. Finding the enemy had flanked our 
position, we were obliged to change, which was readily done. After 
falling back for a short distance, we again advanced upon the enemy, 
driving them before us at every point, and continuing to drive them 
until dark, when we slept upon the battle-field. The officers and men 
of my command behaved gallantly, it being the first time they had 
been under fire. There are a few instances of valor which I might 
notice ; but, where all did so nobly and so well, I can but return my 
sjneere thanks to both officers and men. Enclosed please find a 
report of the casualties in my command, and I remain, sir, 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. A. HUGHES, 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding Forty -eighth Alabama Regiment. 



REPORT OF MAJOR STOVER. 



Camp Frescatti, August 13, 1862. 

Captain Coleman, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

In accordance with orders from headquarters of third brigade, I 
have the honor to submit the following report of the services rendered 
by the tenth regiment Virginia volunteers, in the third brigade, (army 
of the Valley,) in the battle of Cedar Run, on the 9th of August, 
1862: 

About five o'clock, P. M., Thursday, the 7th instant, this regiment, 
with the balance of the brigade, and in rear of the brigade, marched 
in the direction of Orange Court-House. After marching about seven 
miles, the regiment, with the balance of the brigade, bivouacked neat- 
Orange Court-House. On Friday morning, at early dawn, we took 
up the line of march in the direction of Culpeper Court-House, 
irarching in front of the twenty-third Virginia regiment, which was 
then in the rear. After marching about five miles and about one mile 
north of the Rapidan river, we were ordered to halt and cook two 
days' rations, which consumed the balance of the day. The regiment 
bivouacked at the same place for the night About two o'clock in the 
night we \v;ere aroused, our pickets being attacked by the enemy's 
cavalry, and marched promptly with the balance of the brigade to 
resist the attack ; but the enemy retired before we arrived on the field. 
We remained on the field until early dawn, when we were marched 
back to camp. At eight o'clock, on Saturday morning, the 9th inst., 
we took up the line of march, the thirty- seventh Virginia regiment 
and forty-eighth Alabama regiment in front, and the twenty- third Vir- 
ginia and forty-seventh Alabama regiments in the rear. The regiment 
kept well closed up, and, after marching about seven miles under an 
excessive hot sun, we arrived, about four o'clock, in sight of the enemy 
drawn up in line of battle. The brigade was then drawn up in line 
of battle under a galling fire of shot and shell from the enemy's guns, 
by which we suffered considerably. This regiment being detached, (by 
order of Brigadier General Taliaferro, through Major Taliaferro,) to 
prolong the line of battle on the left, was promptly thrown on the 
extreme left, on the left of the main road leading to Culpeper Court- 
House, with the forty-seventh Alabama regiment, the thirty-seventh 
and twenty-third Virginia and forty-eighth Alabama regiments being 
on the right of the road near a wheat field, where we immediately engaged 
the enemy under a heavy fire of infantry. After being engaged some 
time, the regiment upon my right gave back, and I, seeing that we were 
about to be flanked by the enemy on our right, \tfas compelled to retire a 
short distance. We again rallied, attacking the enemy the second 
time, holding our position until the first brigade coming up on our 
left, a charge was made through the wheat field, driving the enemy 
from the field, in which charge a number of prisoners were taken. 
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The brigade was again formed in line of battle in the wheat field, and 
marched in an easterly direction some distance^ through a corn field, 
in pursuit of the enemy. Night coming on, we were ordered to halt 
and await further orders. Subsequently we were ordered to retire to 
a ravine in the corn field, where we remained during the night, the 
engagement being at an end. 

For a list of casualties, I refer you to the accompanying report of 
the surgeon. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

JOSHUA STOVER, 
Major commanding Tenth Regiment Virginia Volunteers. 



RFPORT OF MAJOR COURTNAY. 



Headquarters Third Division, > 
August 15, 1862. i 

Major General Ewell, * 

Sir : I beg leave respectfully to make the following report of the 
operations of the artillery in this division in the fight of the 9th 
instant, at Mrs Crittenden's farm, near Slaughter's Mountain, Cul- 
peper county, Virginia. The battle was opened by the artillery of 
this division, which had been posted, as presently described, with or- 
ders not to fire .till the infantry, sent round to the left to fire upon the 
enemy's cavalry skirmishers, had opened. Captain Dement's first 
Maryland battery, Captain Brown's Chesapeake artillery, (also from 
Maryland,) Captain D'Aquin's Louisiana battery, and the rifle-gun 
of Captain Latimer's battery, were posted in a line from the main 
road, on the left, to the mountain on the right, and as far forward as 
Majors' house. Captain Latimer, with three guns, and Lieutenant 
Terry, with Captain Jonhson's (Bedford) battery, were stationed, 
by the Major General in person, on Slaughter's Mountain, near the 
mountain house. From these positions, the several batteries named 
opened upon a large body of cavalry in front as sooq as the infantry 
opened upon their advanced guard from the woods on the left. The 
cavalry having at once fled, and the enemy opening with several bat- 
teries in our front and beyond effective range of our guns, I ordered 
the batteries in the plain to cease firing, and conducted them forward 
to the positions afterwards taken and held by them till dark. Captain 
Latimer and Lieutenant Terry continuing their fire from the moun- 
tain, I ordered Captain Latimer's rifle piece to join the battery on 
the mountain, and having three of Captain Brown's guns, (two old 
6-pounders and a howitzer,) I carried the rest directly forward, and 
posted Captain Dement, with two of his Napoleon guns, and Captain 
Brown, with his three-inch rifle, on a little rise on the right of Gen- 
eral Early's brigade, on which there is a little clump of cedars v and 
pines, about six hundred yards from the enemy's extreme right battery. 
The other section of Captain Dement's battery, (two Napoleons,) and 
Captain D'Aquin's battery^ now having only three guns, (having 
broken the axle of one in crossing the rough fields to get his posi- 
tion,) I posted along a ridge behind Mrs. Crittenden's house, t. e. 9 
between it and the enemy's battery and about eight hundred yards 
from the battery on their extreme left. From these positions, the bat- 
teries opened upon the batteries immediately in their front, as soon 
as they took their position, and continued till dark, their ammuni- 
tion, fortunately, lasting just tilLthen. Captain Latimer and Lieu- 
, tenant Terry kept their position on the mountain during the fight, 
and kept up a constant fire. Though the effect of our artillery fire 
upon their batteries was evidently terrible, the enemy obstinately 
held their position, except to move their pieces a little to the right or 
left occasionally, to escape the deadly shower, and moving the bat- 
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tery on their right, back to a knoll three hundred yards in rear, soon 
after they were opened on by the three guns of Captains Dement and 
and Brown hehind the clump of cedars. About sundown, the am- 
munition being exhausted, the guns which had been in action on the 
plain, and under my immediate command, were ordered to the rear, 
and Captain Brown's three guns, and Captain Revera, with two par- 
rot guns, which had been kept out during the day on account of the 
want of experience of the company, were sent forward to their place; 
but these did not fire. Captain Latimer and Lieutenant Terry, about 
the same time (the enemy being drawn back, both infantry and artil- 
lery) were ordered forward by the Major General. 0 
As to the conduct of officers and men of those batteries on the 
plain, to which I confined my attention, I can but* speak in the high- 
est terms. The officers and men of Captain Dement's first Maryland 
battery, the only one which had been in action before, showed more 
coolness and deliberation ; bufc all, without a single exception, so 
far as my own knowledge goes or has been reported by company offir 
cers, were fired with the ardor of men determined to be free. Of 
Captain Latimer and Lieutenant Terry and their respective com- 
mands, I am not able to speak, but I am informed they were under 
the eye of the Major General himself for most of the time, and it is 
not necessary. The Manchester artillery being very thinly manned, 
was left in the rear. The whole number of guns of this division en- 
gaged, was sixteen : of those, six Napoleons, three 6-pounders, three 
12-pounder howitzers., and four 3-inch Burton rifles. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. R. COURTNAY, 
Chief Artillery 3rd Division. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL GARDNER, 



Headquarters Fourth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, ) 
Camp Garnetty near Gordonsville, Aug. 14, 1862. ) 

Captain John H. Fulton, 

Adting Assista?it Adjutant General : 

Sir : I submit the following report of the part taken by this regi- 
ment in the battle of Cedar creek, on the 9th instant : 

The regiment, beiug under my command by reason of Colonel 
Ronald having been assigned command of the brigade, was formed in 
line of battle on the extreme left of the brigade, under a heavy fire 
of the enemy's artillery, in the woods to the left of the old stage road 
leading from Orange to Culpeper Court-House, at about three hundred 
yards distant from an open field, where the enemy was first discovered. 
This regiment advanced, with the balance of the brigade, on the line 
of the fence of the field and halted, rectified the line, and rested a 
few minutes, when the enemy made their appearance on the opposite 
side of the field, directly in front of all the other regiments, except 
this, which rested on the left and in the w r oods. The order being 
given, " Forward," moved in line of battle, with the rest of the brigade, 
to a point beyond the field, where the enemy had been driven from. 
I was then ordered to fall back, and take position in the field which 
was done promptly and in good order, changing front at right-angles 
with the former front ; then marched upon the flank of the enemy, 
driving them from their position. In doing so, this regiment had to 
pass through a thick undergrowth and over a fence, and became some- 
what scattered. I was then ordered to fall back and reform the regi- 
ment, which was executed. The brigade remained in 'that position until a 
part of Major General Hill's forces took position on the left of this regi- 
ment. The whole line advanced, driving the enemy before them in 
great confusion, beyond a point where their artillery had been in 
position, when the line was halted and skirmishers thrown out in ad- 
vance some two or three hundred yards ; remained there a short time 
and fell back some two hundred yards, where we bivouacked for the 
night. 

While the skirmishers were out, they brought in a number of pris- 
oners, and captured some horses, mules, &c. 

I take- pleasure in commending the good order and conduct of the 
officers and men of this regiment, which was all that I could wish. 

I am under obligations to Captain Gibson, of company D, for his 
services, acting as Major on the day of the enegagement, and rendered 
me good service. 

Lieutenant Kent Ewing, acting as adjutant of this regiment, ren- 
dered efficient aid by his brave conduct and promptness in carrying 
out my orders. 

The following is the list of casualties : 

Company A.— Privates S. S. Rider and E, S. Crockett, killed. 
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Company C. — Sergeant James P. Kelly, wounded — finger shot off; 
private Wm. Boyd, wounded — end of thumb shot. 

Compapy D.— Privates J. Farrow, wounded in side; D. S. Allison, 
wounded in thigh. 

Company E. — Private William Richardson, killed. 
Company F. — Private George A. Bourne, wounded. 
Company G. — Private Lewis Weaver, wounded in ankle. 
Lieutenant James P. Charlton, of company G, missing^ supposed 
to have been wounded and taken prisoner. 

Respectfully submitted, 

R. D. GARDNER, 
Lieut. Colonel, commanding Fourth Regiment Virginia Vols, 

\ 5 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL BOTTS. 



Headquarters Second Virginia Regiment, > 
August 13, 1862. J 

Captain : In obedience to order, I have the honor to report that, 
on Saturday, the 9th, about the hour of five* P. M., the first brigade, 
of which this (the second regiment of Virginia infantry) is a part, 
was marched through the woods, near Cedar Run, in Culpeper, in 
column of regiments, within range of the enemy's artillery, a shell 
occasionally ialling near the brigade. Shortly after, the column was 
deployed in line of battle just at the skirt of the wood facing a large 
field and aaother piece of wood — the division fence being near the 
centre of the second regiment. By order of Colonel Ronald, com- 
manding, thp brigade was moved to the front. Almost immediately 
afterwards, a regiment of the enemy appeared on the other side of 
the field. This regiment, though supported by others in the wooJ, 
fled after a short resistance, and the second regiment, w r ith the fourth 
and fiftn, drove the enemy through the wood they occupied. Finding 
no enemy in the front, and that the right wing of the brigade was 
pressed, the second regiment was ordered to its support, Captain 
Moore, of company I, being left with a strong company to scout the 
wood and prevent surprise. .Joining the right wing, the 4nemy was 
driven again from position, and followed till night rendered pursuit 
dangerous. 

I cannot too highly commend the conduct of the officers and men 
of my command, and though exposed for some hours to the enemy's 
fire, provinentially no one was killed, and but seven wounded. See 
list below. 

Respectfully, 

LAWSON BOTTS, 
Lieutenant Colonel, commanding. 



List of Wounded. 

D. Shepherd, company I; R. Nichol, company F; J. A. Risccher, 
M. O'Conner, company E; J.. Myers, company A; G. Ashby, com- 
pany K ; P. Gulls, company C. All flesh wounds. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN HORTON OF FORTY-EIGHTH VIR. 
GINIA REGIMENT. 



Camp near Liberty Mills, Virginia, > 
August 13, 1862. > 

Thos. R. Dunn, 

. Second Lieutenant and A. A. A\ General : 

Lieutenant: I herewith transmit a report of the part taken by the 
forty-eighth regiment of the second brigade, commanded by Captain 
Wm. V. C. Hannum, in the battle of the 9th instant: 

My regiment, being the advance of the second brigade, left camp 
near Rapidan river, about eight o'clock, A. M., and followed the first 
brigade until about two o'clock, P. M , when it was ordered, with the 
rest of the brigade, to the front, when we were halted to allow the Hamp- 
den artillery, Captain Caskie's battery, to pa3S to the front, during 
which time a shell from the enemy's gun, bursting in our ranks, killed 
five and wounded six men. The order was given to advance, when, 
leaving the road to the left, we proceeded about a quarter of a mile, 
under cover of the woods, for the space of half an hour. At the ex- 
piration of half an hour, we were again ordered to advance by thfc 
flank, a distance of probably a quarter of a mile, where we were 
thrown into line of battle upon' the left of the twenty first Virginia 
regiment, which constituted the right of our brigade, the forty -second 
Virginia regiment upon our left. The regiment at this time, being 
commanded by Captain Hannum, was, by order of Lieutenant Colonel 
Garnett, so thrown into line as to cause the right and left flanks to 
form right angles with each other. Skirmishers were sent to the 
front with orders to fire as soon as the enemy came within range of 
their guns. The firing soon began with the skirmishers, which, in a 
few minutes became general, and lasted for about an hour. Finding that 
the enemy had got in our rear, almost entirely surrounding us, we 
were ordered to make our way out, but a portion of the regiment, not 
understanding the order, remained at their post, continuing to fire at 
the enemy in front. At this time reinforcements came up, driving the 
enemy from our rear. Our regiment was partially reformed, and then 
participated in a charge made across the field, pursuing the enemy 
until dark. 

The casualties were as follows : Four missing, nineteen killed and 
forty-three wounded. 

J. H. HORTON, 
Captain f commanding 43th Regiment Virginia Volunteers 



EEPORT OF CAPTAIN IIAYNES OF TWENTY-SEVENTH 
VIRGINIA REGIMENT. 



Headquarters Twenty-Seventh Virginia Regiment, > 
Camp near Gordonsville, Fa., August 13, 1862. ) 

Captain J. H. Fulton, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir : I respectfully submit the following as a report of the part 
my regiment took in the battle of the 9th instant, near Mitchell's Sta- 
tion, in Culpeper county, Virginia: 

In placing, the brigade in line of battle, my regiment occupied the 
extreme right, connecting with the line of the second brigade, and 
supported on the left by the thirty-third Virginia volunteers. After 
having formed in line of battle, we remained for some time under a 
heavy fire of shot and shell from the enemy's artillery. I then, under 
orders, advanced my regiment, in line with the brigade, through a dense 
forest, with heavy undergrowth of brush, and much fallen timber, to 
the fence dividing the woodland from a cleared field. Owing to the 
density of the forest, the enemy who were in line of battle directly 
in front of us, was not discovered until he "fired upon us. I then 
ordered my regiment to advance to the fence and return the fire ; 
this was promptly done, and was kept up for some time with such 
effect that two regiments of the enemy, which immediately confronted 
us, commenced falling back rapidly in much disorder. However, just 
as we had succeeded in repelling the enemy in front of us, it was dis- 
covered that the regiment which supported us on the right had been 
driven back, and the enemy were rapidly advancing on our right, 
cross-firing us, and endeavoring to get in our rear. Here the fire was 
very heavy. I lost three men killed and one wounded, and not 
having sufficient force to drive back the enemy and hold my position, 
the regiment was compelled to fall back ; this, on account of thick 
brush and fallen timber that covered the ground, caused the regiment 
to scatter considerably. After retreating about one hundred and fifty 
yards we met a brigade (which I took to be Branch's) coming to our 
support ; I fell immediately in rear of this brigade. I attempted to 
rally my regiment ; in this I only partially succeeded. I then pro- 
ceeded to the main road, leading to the battle-field. Arriving here, just 
as General Jackson was passing, the detached parts of companies, 
which I had ^ ith me, gave a cheer, and, at the personal order of 
General Jackson, followed him again to the battle-field. After this, 
the regiment did not appear as a regiment, but acted in detachments, 
some connecting themselves with other regiments, others going in 
with squads from different regiments, and some detailed or ordered back 
in charge of prisoners which they had assisted in capturing. AVhile 
every member of the regiment who went into the fight, both officers 
and men, acted nobly and gallantly, still the conspicuous conduct of 
some of the officers and men, after the regiment became broken, and 
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was acting in independent squads, deserves to be particularly noticed. 
Captain P. F. Frazier, of company E, individually took a Yankee 
captain, a sergeant, and two privates, while they were retreating from 
our forces, and delivered them in person, and without any other guard 
than himself, to General Jackson. Lieutenant A. W. Edgar, of com- 
pany E, Color-sergeant W. H. Powell, Sergeant C. S. Davis, Dr. 
J. B. Patton, and Surgeon Stewarts, only two of the party having fire 
arms, one having the colors, and the lieutenant his sword, at the in- 
stance of Lieutenant Colonel Gardner went beyond our lines, after the 
fight, and captured a Yankee picket, of one sergeant and twelve pri- 
vates, all of whom were armed when they were captured ; they brought 
them to the fourth Virginia volunteers, and delivered them to the 
guard. My regiment went into the battle with less than one hundred 
and thirty men, rank and file. 

Recapitulation of loss of Regiment. 

Company E. — Acting Orderly Sergeant John E. Church, killed. 
Company C — Orderly Sergeant Wm, P. Icenhoner, killed. 
Company D — Private Ben Wilson, killed; private Patrick Cava- 
naugh, wounded slightly. 

Three killed and one wounded. 

Very respectfully, 

C. L. HAYNES, 
Captain commanding 27th Virginia Regiment. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL LEE. 



Headquarters Thirty-third Regiment Va. Infantry, > 
Camp Garnett, August 13, 1862. \ 

Caaptain J. II. Fuller, A. A. A. General : 

Captain : In obedience to orders, just received, I have the honor 
to submit the following report of the part taken by me in'the action 
of August 9th, at Cedar Run : On the morning of that day, at sun- 
rise, the brigade left the bivouac about a mile from the bank of the 
Rapidan river, and marched, with many interruptions, some six or 
seven miles on the road to Culpeper Court-House. About mid- day, 
we were halted in a wood on the lefc of the road, while a light can- 
nonade was going on some distance in front. After remaining quiet 
about an hour and a half, we were again moved forward, perhaps a 
mile or two, and halted in another wood, from which we moved about 
four, P. M.. in the direction of the enemy, keeping the woods, by or- 
der, to avoid raising the dust. The cannonade had become quite brisk, 
and when the ground in which we subsequently fought was reached, 
the brigade was halted, ordered to load, and form in line of battle, 
my regiment being next to the twenty-seventh Virginia, which occu- 
pied the right. In this order we were moved forward a short distance, 
and then formed in columns of regiments, right in front, still march- 
ing. In a short time, this column was deployed upon the leading 
regiment, and a halt ordered at a fence directly in front of us, which, 
by orderder of the Colonel commanding, was leveled. Here we lay 
for some twenty minutes, under a very sharp fire of shell and spheri- 
cal case, which fortunately occasioned me no casualties. At the end 
of this time, the brigade was again moved forward, in line of battle, 
over a stubble-field, flanked on either side by woods ; the left wing of 
my regiment was«in the field, the right in the woods, and the twenty- 
seventh entirely in the woods on my right. After having advanced 
about a. hundred and tyenty-five yards, the command was given to 
charge, when the whole line moved at a double-quick, the Colonel 
commanding leading in person. Almost simultaneously with this 
movement, a few shots from our It ft drew the fire from the line of the 
enemy, who were well posted in a woods about two hundred and fifty 
yards off, and who, being able to see only a part of our force on ac- 
count of a slight hill over which the fifth, thirty-third and twenty- 
seventh had to pass, had also commenced to advance. Here, for the 
first time, I discovered the Federals in sight, and giving the command 
to my men, they poured a steady fire from the left wing into the en- 
emy's ranks. My horse becoming unmanageable, I dismounted, and, 
in common with other regimental commanders, urged the men for- 
ward. Our line steadily advanced, slowly driving our opponents, 
until I reached the corner of the woods on my right, where the right 
of my regiment, and the whole of the twenty-seventh came into view 
of the enemy. The firing was now general, but in front of me the 
enemy for some time were quite steady, and commenced to flank my 
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right, getting upon that flank in the woods, within forty steps of com- 
pany A. I sent the adjutant to see if the twenty seventh was aware 
of this movement, and to urge their active assistance. He reported 
that the twenty-seventh was not there, and I then directed the fire of 
the three right companies, A, F and D, against the flankers, whose 
shots already enfiladed us. In a few moments the ground was dotted 
with their blue uniforms, and the rest retreated more rapidly than 
they advanced. I now observed the fine effect of the fire in front, and 
pushed the men forward ; I had previously informed Colonel Ronald 
of the attempted flank movement, and almost immediately received a 
message by his orderly, that a brigade of General A. P. Hill's divis- 
ion would ccme up in a few moments. I had continued to press the 
men on, driving the enemy, and as their retreat became a run, Gen- 
eral Branch's brigade arrived upon the extension of my line. They 
fired a few rounds, and then ceased for a time, and pushed on after 
the now flying enemy. My men being thoroughly exhausted, together 
with mysel^the firing having ceased entirely upon this part of the 
field, and Jpenemy being in sight, I withdrew, about one hundred 
yards, and collected the men, who had become somewhat scattered in 
the eagerness of the fight. There gathered with me considerable 
parts of the other regiments, and, having about half the brigade, and 
being the senior officer present, I took command, and conducted them, 
some half a mile, further on, to .the Colonel commanding, who had 
halted on a hill in front, and upon the right of our position, with the 
remainder. We were engaged from about five, P. M. until dark, and 
the men consumed nearly every cartridge. Their aim was steady, and 
their fire effective, inflicting, under my own eye, severe loss on the 
enemy. 

My casualties, considering the continued and heavy fire to which 
we were subjected, were almost miraculously few, being only fifteen 
wounded. 

The men captured a number of prisoners, and one of them, by my 
directions, killed a color-bearer, whose colors were left on the field, 
and picked up by one of General Branch's men subsequently. • 

My number engaged was one hundred and fifty. I left camp with 
one hundred and sixty, the heat causing a few to fall out of the ranks. 
I append a list of casualties. 

It is with feelings of the highest pride that I commend the cour- 
age of both officers and men ; all bore themselves nobly, and I can 
scarcely express my gratification at their behavior throughout the 
day. Nor can I mention for special commendation the name of one; 
either officer or private, without seeming to detract from the merits of 
others ; but I must avail myself of the opportunity to acknowledge 
my indebtedness to First Lieutenant D. H. Walton, adjutant of the 
regiment, and to express my high appreciation of his conspicuously 
gallant conduct. Having no field officer with me, (Major Holliday. 
having been detailed for staff duty by Colonel Ronald,) I felt the 
need of efficient help, and the want was fully supplied by this gentle- 
man. He executed my orders fearlessly and well; aided me in di- 
recting the fire and mo vements of the men, and, by personal example, 
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cheered and encoured them . I gladly commend him to the notice of 
the commanding General. 

The noble courage of Major Holliday, who lost his right arm, will 
more properly come under the report of the brigade commander. 
Respectfully submitted, 

EDWIN G. LEE, 
Lieut. Colonel, commanding 33d Va. Infantry. 



REPORT OF COLONEL J. A. WALKER. 



Headquarters Thirteenth Virginia, ) 
August 14, 1862. J 

Major Hall, A. A. A. General, Fourth Brigade : 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations 
of my regiment at the battle near Mitchell's Station on the 9th instant. 

After deploying regiment as skirmishers, as directed by the Gen- 
eral commanding the brigade, we advanced into the woods, between 
us and the enemy, about two hundred yards, where the left wing, 
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Terrill, encountered the enemy's 
cavalry, consisting of a small squadron of two or three companies, 
that attempted to charge the line, but were driven back, with a known 
loss of two men and one horse killed. Further on in the woods, the 
right wing came in sight of their videttes, who retired, firing at a 
safe distance, until they fell back to their main body, drawn up in 
the field beyond. When we reached the edge of the wood, I halted 
the line and opened fire upon the main body of their cavalry in the 
field, and kept it up until the rest of the brigade came up, but the 
distance was too great to do much execution. When the rest of the 
brigade came up, I was ordered to close my regiment and form on 
its left, which I did and held that position, whilst it lay behind our 
batteries, under fire of the enemy's artillery; and advanced with it 
and the third brigade, (immediately on my left,) when ordered for- 
ward, to the crest of the hill, and opened fire upon the enemy's line, 
advancing through the corn-field, beyond the branch. At this point 
the fighting was obstinate for several minutes, the enemy advancing 
slowly, but steadily, until the brigade upon my left gave way and ran 
off the field in disorder. The panic, thus begun, was communicated 
to two or three regiments on my right, which also fell back, leaving 
my regiment and a portion of the thirty-first Virginia, commanded 
by Lieutenant Colonel Jackson, the only Confederate troops in that 
part of the field in sight of our position. Finding that one piece of 
artillery, which had been brought up on the right, and a little in ad- 
vance of my regiment, was thus placed in great jeopardy, I ordered 
my own and Lieutenant Colonel Jackson's men forward to hold the 
enemy in check until it could be carried off. The men obeyed with 
alacrity, and, advancing about thirty yards, opened a well-directed 
fire, which had the desired effect of checking the advance of that 
portion of the enemy's line, directly in our front, till the piece was 
removed. We continued to hold our position for a ffew moments, 
holding the enemy in front in check, when, finding the enemy had 
advanced, under cover of the woods on our left, over the ground 
abandoned by the third brigade, and had crossed the road into the 
field considerably in rear of our position, and weie pouring a very 
annoying fire into my left flank, and seeing no reinforcements in 
sight, I ordered my regiment to fall back, and carried it off obliquely 
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to the right and rear, in tolerable order. We had no sooner given up 
our position than the enemy, following, planted a Federal and a Ma- 
ryland flag where ours stood a moment before, and opened fire upon 
us at very short range. We continued to fall back for about two 
hundred yards, when fresh troops coming up on our left, and the 
enemy beginning to give back on that flank, 1 immediately halted my 
men and, reforming them upon the colors, advanced directly back to 
our former position, driving the two stands of colors before us. 

At this time the enemy brought up a fresh line through the corn- 
field, and for ten minutes the firing was heavy and both sides stood 
firm, when the enemy began to give way along the whole line, and 
our troops, dashing forward with a shout, crossed the branch and 
cleared the field of their infantry. The enemy's cavalry attempted 
to retrieve the fortunes of the day by charging our advancing and 
disordered lines, and dashed down the wheat-field, on the lefc of the 
road, in gallant style. As their column was advancing on my left, 
with the main road between U3, I advanced my men to the left and 
front, up to the fence along the road, at double-quick, and gave them 
a flank fire, which, together with the heavy fire from other regiments 
immediately in their front, w r as very destructive and drove them from 
the fiefd in confusion and disorder. After this charge, the enemy 
made no further stand, and we continued the pursuit, with the other 
troops, until it was discontinued, when I left them in charge of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Terrill and reported to the General commanding 
brigade. It would be impossible for troops to behave better than 
mine did on this day. With a few exceptions, they fought bravely, 
obeying all the commands of their officers promptly and cheerfully, 
displaying, throughout the whole day, an amount of bravery and dis- 
ciplined valor, which I don't believe has been excelled during the 
war. I herewith enclose a report of the casualties on that day. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

J. A. WALKER, 
Colonel Thirteenth Virginia Infantry, 



EEPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL R. L. WALKER. 



Headquarters Artillery Battalion, > 
March, 1863. J 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the artillery of the light division in the battle of Cedar 
Run, August 9th, 1862 : 

At about three o'clock, P. M., all my batteries- beiog in park near 

the house of , I received an order from Major General A. P. 

Hill to carry forwaid all my long-range guns, which order I imme- 
diately obeyed, but was unable to get more than two of my batteries 
in position, as the road was so blocked up with wagons and ambu- 
lances as to prevent any more artillery from reaching the front. The 
two batteries placed in position were those of Captains Pegram and 
Fleet. 1 posted them in position on the fiold and near the centre, 
passing through the gate at which I found Captain Caskie's battery, 
which had converged the fire of the enemy to a point necessary to 
be passed by all of our troops. Captain Pegram's battery, and Cap- 
tain Fleet's battery, the latter commanded by Lieutenant B. W. 
Hardy, were posted, as stated, about near the centre of the field and 
within one hundred and fifty yards of the enemy's skirmishers, Lieu- 
tenant Hardy being in front. 

These batteries were supported by the brigade of Brigadier Gene- 
ral Early, and held their position for at least half an hour, and after the 
infantry, with the exception of the thirteenth Virginia regiment, had 
fallen back from them. So soon as I saw the light division make 
its appearance, I ordered the batteries to retire, the loss in both men' 
and horses being considerable. 

• Reports'of these losses have already been made to the proper offi- 
cers. 

I moved forward as soon as possible, with all the artillery at my 
command, and, by General Hill's order, brought the batteries of Cap- 
tains Pegram, Braxton, Latham, and a part of Captain Fleet's battery, 
to bear upon the point supposed to be occupied by the enemy's. 
At ten o'clock that night, after firing about eight rounds from each 
gun, Captain Pegram was sent forward with Colonel Stafford's brig- 
ade, and had, for an hour or more, a severe fight with the enemy, 
losing several men and horses and inflicting considerable loss upon 
the enemy. Next morning at daylight, I was ordered by General 
Hill to select a position much to our left and on the south side of the 
creek, which I did, placing two batteries of mine, viz : Captains 
Fleet's and Donelson's and one of General Early's. This position 
commanded the enemy's camp somewhat to their rear. Captains Pe- 
gram and Hardy inflicted great loss on the enemy on Saturday even- 
ing, and their conduct, with that of the men under their command, 
cannot be too highly commended. The batteries of my command 
cannot be too highly commended. The batteries of my command were 
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all retired on Sunday evening, Captain Braxton bringing up the rear 
and retiring by half battery. 

I have the honor to remain, Major, your ob't serv't. 

It. L. WALKER, 
Lieut. Colonel commanding Artillery Division. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN POAGUE. 



Camp Near Gordonsville, Virginia, ) 
August 14, 1862. 5 

Captain J. H. Fulton, 

A. A. A. General, First Brigade, V. D. : 

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the battery under my command in the battle of the 9th 
instant, at Cedar Run : 

About five o'clock, P. M., by order of Major Andrews, two parrott 
guns were taken to the front, along the road leading* to Culpeper 
Court-House. These, along with Captain Carpenter's parrott piece, 
were, by direction of Major Andrews, posted in the road so as to en- 
filade the enemy's batteries then engaging our batteries on the right. 
The caissons were left behind some distance, there not being room to 
station them in rear of their pieces. After firing about half an 
hour, one of my pieces becoming unserviceable from enlargement of 
the vent, was sent to the rear. The other continued its fire until the 
enemy's skirmishers approached within two hundred yards, and, hav- 
ing exhausted the ammunition in the limber chest, it was ordered 
back to its caisson and the chest refilled. By the direction of Gen- 
eral Jackson, it was afterwards posted in the field on the right of the 
road. My twelve-pounder was also brought forward. In conjunction 
with Captain Carpenter's gun and one of Lieutenant Mark's, a rapid 
fire was opened on the enemy's battery, by which several of their 
guns were silenced and compelled to leave the field. The enemy's 
infantry were now advancing through the corn-field in front, and I 
felt confident we could be able to drive them back, having been rein- 
forced by a battery of four guns. At this juncture our own in- 
fantry advanced, surrounding the guns, and thus causin'g them to 
cease firing. No position could be gotten afterwards without danger 
to our own infantry. 

About nine o'clock, P. M., the battery joined the brigade, and that 
night slept on the battle-field. 

In this engagement, I am happy to report no serious casualties — 
only one man wounded-^-Robert Vanpelt, slightly in left arm. Sev- 
eral others received very slight bruises from pieces of shell 

It gives me pleasure to state that the conduct of all the men 
and officers, without exception, was most admirable. At the most 
trying moment, when our gallant and esteemed brigade commander, 
and the chief of artillery were cut down in their midst, they retained 
their accustomed self-possession, and nobly stood by their pieces. 
Even those two or three who, in a former engagement, behaved in 
an unsoldierly manner, now acted well and bravely, as if deter- 
mined to wipe out all traces of their previous conduct. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. T. POAGUE, 
Captain Rockbridge Artillery. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN D'AQUIK. 



Camp Wheat, August 14, 1862. 

The following is a report of the behavior of the officers and men of 
the Louisiana Guard artillery in the engagement of the 9th instant : 

The behavior of both officers and men *of this command in the 
battle of the 9th, was such as might be experted of men fighting for 
their homes and liberties. It would be doing injustice to the others 
to mention any one for better behavior. All seemed to have always 
been under fire ; they behaved like veterans, although this was their 
first engagement. Besides, there was no opportunity for individual 
distinction. There were none absent without leave, nor could I hav-5 
made them leave, even if I had ordered it. 

L. E. D'AQUIN, Captain. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN CARPENTER. 



Headquarters Carpenter's Battery, > 
In Camp near Gordcnsville, August 14, 1862. > 

To Colonel Ronald, 

Commanding First Brigade, D. : 

Sir: In obedience to circular issued from headquarters Valley Dis- 
trict, on the 13th instant, I have to make the following report of the 
part taken bj this battery in the action of Cedar Run, on the 9th day 
of August, 1S62. I received orders early in the afternoon to take 
my Parrott piece to the front, which was promptly executed, placing 
it in position within seven hundred yards of five or six pieces of the 
enemy. Major Andrews, thinking it would be rather an unequal 
contest, ordered me not to commence firing until Captain Poague 
could bring his in position, when we commenced firing, which was 
soon returned most vigorously; but a short time sufficed to force 
them back some three hundred yards, when we advanced about half 
that distance, where we kept up firing until their infantry, who at- 
tempted to flank us, were, within one hundred and fifty or two hundred 
yards of us, and our infantry falling back past us. Moving to the 
right some two hundred yards, came intg position again. The in- 
fantry still falling back, I again limbered up, and, from carelessness 
of the drivers, broke the pole, when with difficulty got the piece off, 
leaving the limber on the field, which I had repaired as soon as the 
Yankees were driven back, being ready for service by nine o'clock. 
The other three pieces were brought up under range of the enemy's 
guns, but not ordered into position. The detachment which was en- 
gaged deserves particular notice as having done their duty. Some 
two or three of them having exhausted themselves so, felt unable to 
do anything. Sending word back to the Captain, he started to bring 
me a new detachment, when he was wounded in the forehead. W. 
M. McAllister, (private,) shot through the arm, the only man 
wounded. I also have to report private William J. Winn as having 
left the company that morning without leave, and not being seen till 
the next day, which he has been in the habit of doing. 

J. C. CARPENTER, 
Lieutenant commanding' Battery. 



SUMMER CAMPAIGN OF 1862. 



FROM THE BATTLE OF CEDAR RUN TO, AND IN- 
CLUDING, THE BATTLE OF SHARPSBURG. 



REPORT OF GENERAL LONGSTREET. 



Headquarters near Winchester, Va., > 
October 10, 1862. J 

Brigadier General R. H. Chilton, 

Adjutant and Inspector General : 

General : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of my command in the late campaign : 

In obedience to the orders of the commanding General, the com- 
mand marched from Gordonsville on the 16th August, crossing the 
Rapidan on the 20th, at Raccoon ford. 

The next day, at Kelly's ford, I received orders to move up the 
Rappahannock to Rappahannock Station. As we were withdrawing 
from Kelly's ford, the enemy crossed the river and made an attack 
upon the rear brigade, ( Featherston's,) under the command of Colo- 
nel Posey. After a sharp skirmish, Colonel Posey drove him back 
with considerable loss. 

Arriving at Rappahannock Station, General Hood with his own and 
Whiting's brigade was detached to relieve a portion of General Jack- 
son's command at Freeman's ford. About the moment that General 
Hood reached this ford, the enemy crossed in considerable force, and 
made an attack upon the commands of Brigadier Generals Trimble 
and Hood. They however drove him back across the river in much con- 
fusion and with heavy loss. Meanwhile I had ordered Colonel Walton 
to place his batteries in position at Rappahannock Station, and to 
drive the enemy from his positions on both sides of the river. 

The batteries were opened at sunrise on the 23rd, and a severe can- 
nonade continued for several hours. In about two hours, however, 
the enemy was driven across the river, abandoning his tete-de-pont. 
The brigades of Brigadier Generals Evans and D. If. Jones, the latter 
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under Colonel G. T. Anderson, moved forward to occupy this position. 
It was found untenable, however, being exposed to a cross fire of ar- 
tillery from the other bank. The troops were therefore partially with- 
drawn, and Colonel S. D Lee was ordered to select positions for his 
batteries, and joined in the combat. The enemy's position was sooa 
rendered too warm for him, and he took advantage of a severe ram 
storm to retreat in haste, after firing the bridge and the private dwel- 
lings in its vicinity. Colonel Walton deserves much credit for skill 
in the management of his batteries, and Colonel Lee got into position 
in time for some good practice. 

The next day, August 24th, the command, continuing the march up 
the Rappahannock, crossed Hazel river and bivouacked at Jeffer- 
sonton. • * 

On the 25th, we relieved a portion of General Jackson's commani 
at Waterloo bridge. There was more or less skirmishing at this po.ins 
until the afternoon of the 26th, when the march was resumed, cross- 
ing the Rappahannock at Hinson's Mill ford, six miles above Water 
loo. A dash of several squadrons of Federal cavalry into Salem in 
front of us on the 27th, delayed our march about an hour. Not hav- 
ing cavalry, I was unable to ascertain the meaning of this movement, 
hence the delay. This cavalry retired, and the march was resumed, 
resting for the night at White Plains. The head of my column, 
reached Thoroughfare Gap about three o'clock, P. M. On the 23th, 
a small party of infantry was sent into the mountains to reconnoitre, 
Passing through the Gap, Colonel Beck, of the ninth Georgia regi- 
ment, met the enemy ; but was obliged to retire before a greatly supe- 
rior force. The enemy held a strong position on the opposite gorge, 
and succeeded in getting his sharpshooters in position on the moun- 
tain. Brigadier General D. R. Jones advanced two of his brigades 
rapidly, and soon drove the enemy from his position on the mountain, 
Brigadier General Hood, with his own and General Whiting's brigade, 
was ordered, by a footpath over the mountain, to turn the enemy'g 
right, and Brigadier General Wilcox with his own and Brigadier Gen- 
erals Featherston's and Pryor's brigades, was ordered through Hope- 
well Gap, three miles to our left, to turn the right and attack the enemy 
in rear. The enemy made his attack upon J ones, however, before theso 
troops could get into their position, and, after being "repulsed with 
severe loss, commenced his retreat just before night. In tins affair, 
the conduct of the first Georgia regulars, under Major Walker, was 
dashing and gallant. 

Early on the 29th, the columns were united, and the advance, to 
join General Jackson, was resumed. The noise of battle was heard 
before we reached Gainesville. The march was quickened to the ex- 
tent of our capacity. The excitement of battle seemed to give now 
life and strength to our jaded men, and the head of my column sooa 
reached a position in rear of the enemy's left flank, and within easy 
cannon shot. On approaching the field, some jcf Brigadier General 
Hood's batteries were ordered into position, and his division was de- 
ployed on the right and left of the turnpike, at right-angles with it 9 
and supported by Brigadier General Evans' brigade. Before these 
6 



batteries could open, the enemy discovered our movements and with- 
drew his left. Another battery (Oaptain Stribling's) was placed upon 
a commanding position to my right, which played upon the rear of the 
enemy's left and drove him entirely from that part of the field. He 
changed his front rapidly so as to meet the advance of Hood and 
Evans. 

Three brigades, under General Wilcox, were thrown forward to the 
support of the left, and three others, under General Kemper, to the 
Support of the right of these commands. General D. R. Jones* 
division was placed upon the Manassas Gap railroad, to the right and 
*ih echelon with regard to the three last brigades. Colonel Walton 
placed his batteries in a commanding position between my line and 
that of General Jackson, and engaged the enemy for several hours, 
it a severe and successful artillery duel. At a late hour in the day, 
Major General Stuart reported the approach of the enemy in heavy 
columns against my extreme right. I withdrew General Wilcox, with 
Lis three brigades, from the left and placed his command in position 
to support Jones in case cf % an attack against my right. After some 
few shots, the enemy withdrew hi3 forces, moving them around towards 
fci3 front, and about four o'clock in the afternoon, began to press for- 
ward against General Jackson's position. Wilcox's brigades were 
moved back to their former position, and Hood's two brigades, sup- 
parted by Evans, were quickly pressed forward to the attack. At the 
£ame time Wilcox's three brigades made a like advance, as also Hun- 
ton's brigade, of Kemper's command. 

These movements were executed with commendable zeal and ability. 
Hood, supported by Evans, made a gallant attack, driving the enemy 
back till nine o'clock at night. One piece of artillery, several regi- 
mental standards, and a number of prisoners w r ere taken. The ene- 
my's entire force was found to be massed directly in my front, and in 
so strong a position that it was not deemed advisable to move on 
dgainst his immediate front, so the troops were quietly withdrawn at 
one o'clock the following morning. The wheels of the captured piece 
were cut down and it was left on the ground. The enemy seized that 
opportunity to claim a victory, and the Federal commander was so 
tinpudent as t^ despatch his Government, by telegraph, tidings to that 
effect. After withdrawing from the attack, my troops were placed in 
the line first occupied and in the original order. 

During the day, Colonel S. D. Lee, with his reserve artillery, 
placed in the position occupied the day previous by Colonel Walton 
and engaged the enemy in a very severe artillery combat. The result 
ttafc, as the day previous, a success. At half-past three o'clock in the 
afternoon, I rode to the front for the purpose of completing arrange- 
ments for making a diversion in favor of a flank movement, then un- 
der contemplation. Just after reaching my front line, I received a 
message for reinforcements for Generl Jackson, who was said to be 
severely pressed. From an eminence near by, one portion of tho 
enemy's masses attacking General Jackson were immediately within 
my view and in easy range of batteries in that position. It gave me 
ah advantage that I had not expected to have, and I made haste to 
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use it. Two batteries were ordered for the purpose and one placed in 
position immediately and opened. Just as this fire began, I'received 
a message from the commanding General, informing me of General 
Jackson's condition and his wants. As it was evident that the 
attack against General Jackson could not be continued ten minutes 
under the fire of these batteries, I made no movement with my troops. 
Before the second battery could be placed in position, the enemy be- 
gan to retire, and in less than ten minutes the ranks were broken and 
that portion of his army put to flight. A fair opportunity was offered; 
me and the intended diversion was changed into an attack. My whole 
line was rushed forward at a charge. The troops sprang to their 
work, and moved forward with all the steadiness and firmness that 
characterise war-worn veterans. The batteries continuing their play 
upon the confused masses, completed the work of this portion of the 
enemy's line, and my attack was, therefore, made against the forces 
in my front. The order for the advance had scarcely been given,, 
when I received a message from the commanding General, anticipa- 
ting some such emergency, and ordering the move which was then, 
going on, at the same time offering me Major General Anderson's di- 
vision. The commanding General soon joined me and a few moments 
after, Major General Anderson arrived with his division. The at- 
tack was led by Hood's brigade, closely supported by Evans. Theae 
were rapidly reinforced by Anderson's division from the rear, Kem- 
per's three brigades and D. R. Jones' division from the right, and 
Wilcox's brigade from the left. The brigades of Brigadier Generals 
Featherston and Pryor became detached and operated with a portion 
of General Jackson's command. The attacking columns moved 
steadily forward, driving the enemy from his different positions as 
rapidly as he took them. My batteries were thrown forward from 
point to point, following the movements of the general line. These, 
however, were somewhat detained by an enfilade fire from a battery 
on my left. This threw more than its proper share of fighting upon 
the infantry, retarded our rapid progress, and enabled the enemy to 
escape with many of his batteries, which should have fallen into our 
hands. The battle continued until ten o'clock at night, when utter 
darkness put a stop to our progress. The enemy made his escape 
across Bull Bun before daylight. Three batteries, a large number of 
prisoners, many stands of regimental colors, and twelve thousand, 
stands of arm, besides some wagons, ambulances, &c, were taken. 

The next day, like the day after the first battle of Manassas plains^, 
was stormy and excessively disagreeable. Orders were given early 
in the day for caring for the wounded, burying the dead, and collect- 
ing arms and other supplies. 

About noon, General Pryor, with his brigade, was thrown across 
Bull Run to occupy the heights between that and Oub Run, and at 
two o'clock in the afternoon, the balance of the command marched to 
cross Bull Run at Sudley ford. Crossing the run on the following 
day, the command marched for Chantilly, via the Little River turn- 
pike'. The enemy was reported in position in our front as we reached 
Chantilly,' and he made an attack upon General Jackson before my 
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troops arrived. He was repulsed, however, before my reinforcements 
got up and disappeared during the night. 

On the second of September, the command marched via Drainsville, 
Leesburg, and across the Potomac, at White's ford, to Frederick City, 
Maryland, arriving there on the 7th. I moved from Frederick for 
Hagerstown on the 10th and reached there, with part of my command 
on the 11th, sending six brigades, under Major General Anderson, 
to co-operate with Major General McLaws in the assault upon Mary- 
land Heights and Harper's Ferry. During the operations against 
this garrison the approach of a large army from Washington city for 
its relief was reported. We were obliged to make a forced march in 
order to reach Boonsboro' Pass to assist Major General D II. Hill's 
division in holding this army in check, so as to give time for the re- 
duction of Harper's Ferry. 1 reached Boonsboro about three o'clock in 
the afternoon, and, upon ascending the mountain, found General Hill, 
heavily engaged. My troops were hurried to his assistance as rap- 
idly as their exhausted condition would admit of. The brigades of 
Brigadier Generals Evans, Pickett, (under Garnett,) Kemper, and 
Jenkins, (under Colcnel Walker,) were* extended along the mountain 
to our left. Brigadier General Hood, with his own and Whiting's 
brigade, (under Colonel Law,) Drayton's and D. R. Jones', (under 
Colonel G. T. Anderson,) were extended to the right. Major General 
Hijl had already placed such batteries in position as he could find 
ground for, except one position on the extreme left. It was my inten- 
tion to have placed a battery in this position, but I was so much oc- 
cupied in front, that I could find no time to do so before nightfall. 

We succeeded in repulsing the repeated and powerful attacks of the 
enemy, and in holding our position till night put an end to the 
battle. It was short, but very fierce. Some of our most gallant 
officers and men fell in this struggle, among them the brave Colonel 
J. B. Strange, of the nineteenth Virginia regiment. 

Had the command reached the mountain pass in time to have gotten 
into position before the attack was made, 1 believe that the direct as- 
saults of the enemy could have been repulsed with comparative ease. 
Hurried into action, however, we arrived at our position more ex- 
hausted than the enemy. It became manifest that our forces were not 
sufficient to resist the renewed attacks of the entire army of General 
McClellan. He would require but little time to turn either flank and 
our command must then be at his mercy. In view of this, the com- 
manding General ordered the withdrawal of our troops to the village 
of Sharpsburg. This position was regarded as a strong defensive one, 
besides beiDg one from which we could threaten the enemy's flank or 
rear, in case ho should attempt to relieve the garrison at Harper's Ferry* 

Crossing the Antietam, on the morning of the loth, Major General 
D. H. Hill's division and my own command, were placed in line of 
battle between the stream and the village of Sharpsburg. Soon after 
getting into position we heard of the surrender of Harper's Ferry. 
This left the portions of the army enegaged in the reduction of that 
garrison free to join us. After much shelling at one point and another 
of our line, which extended more than a mile on each side of Sharps- 
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burg, the enemy finally attacked General Hood, on my extreme left, 
late Tuesday evening, September 1 6th. - Hood drove him back, but 
not without severo loss, including that. of Colonel Liddell, of the 
eleventh Mississippi, an officer of great merit, modesty and promise. 
During the nght, the enemy threw his forces across the Antietam, in 
frpnt of Hood's position, and renewed his attack at daylight the next 
morning. Hood was not strong enough to resist the masses thrown 
against him. Several of Major General D. H. Hill's brigades rein- 
forced tire position, but even with these, our forces seemed but a 
handful when compared with the hosts thrown against us. The com- 
mands engaged the enemy, however, with great courage and determi- 
nation, and, retiring very slowly, delayed him until the forces of Gen- 
erals Jackson and Walker came to oar relief. D. R. Jones' brigade, 
under Colonel G. T. Anderson came up about the same moment, and 
soon after this, the divisions of Major Generals McLaws and R. H. 
Anderson. Colonel S. D. Lee's reserve artillery was with General 
Hood, and took a distinguished part in the attack on the evening of 
the 16th. and in delaying that of the 17th. General Jackson soon 
moved off to our left, for the purpose of turning the enemy's right flank, 
and the other divisions, except Walker's, were distributed at other 
points cf the line. As these movements were made, the enemy again 
threw forward his masses against my left. This attack was met by 
Walker's division, two pieces of Captain Miller's battery of the Wash- 
ington artillery, and two pieces of Captain Bryce's. battery, and 
was driven back in some confusion. An effort was made to pursue; 
but our line was too weak. Colonel Cooke, of the twenty-seventh 
North Carolina, very gallantly charged with his own regiment; but, 
his supply of ammunition being exhausted, and he being unsupported, 
he was obliged to return to his original position in the line. 

From this moment our centre was extremely weak, being defended 
by but part of Walker's division, and four pieces of artillery, Cooke's 
regiment of that division being without a cartridge. ' In this condi- 
tion, again the enemy's masses moved forward against us. Cooke 
stood with his empty guns,* and waved his colors to show that his 
troops w^ere in position. The artillery played upon their ranks with 
canister. Their lines began to hesitate, soon halted, and, after an 
hour and a half, retired. 

Another attack was quickly made, a little to the right of the last. 
Captain Miller turning his pieces upon these lines, and playing upon 
them with round shot, (over the heads of R. H. Anderson's men,) 
checked the advance, and Anderson's division, with the artillery, held 
the enemy in check until night. This attack was followed by the final 
assault, about four o'clock, P. M«, when the enemy crossed the bridge 
in front of Sharpsburg, and made his desperate attack upon my right. 
Brigadier General Toombs held the bridge, and defended it most gal- 
lantly, driving back repeated attacks, and only yielded it after the 
forces brought against him became overwhelming and threatened his 
Sank and rear. 

The enemy was then met by Brigadier General D. R. Jones with 
six brigades. He drove back our right several times, and was him-- 
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self made to retire several times, badly crippled ; but his strong rein- 
forcements finally enabled him to drive in my right, and occupy this 
part of my ground. Thus advanced, the enemy's line was placed in 
such a position as to enable General Toombs to move his brigade 
directly against his flank. General Jones seized the opportunity, 
and threw Toombs down against 'the enemy's flank, drove him bjck 
and recovered our lost ground. 

' Two of the brigades of Major General A. P. Hill's division 
advanced against the enemy's front as General Toombs mad* his flank 
attack. 

The display of this force was of great value, and it assisted us in 
holding ou^position. 

The enemy took shelter behind a stone wall, and another line was 
advanced to the crest of a hill, in support of his first line. 

Captain Richardson's, Brown's and Moody's batteries were placed 
in position to play upon the second line, and both lines were even- 
tually driven back by these batteries. Before it was entirely dark, 
the hundred thousand men that had been threatening our destruction 
for twelve hours, had melted away into a few stragglers. 

The battle over, orders were sent around for ammunition chests and 
cartridge boxes to be re-filled. Early on the morning of the 18th, a 
few sharpshooters began to exchange shots. I observed that the ene- 
my had massed his artillery on the opposite side of the Antietam, 
with a view, apparently, to meet an attack from us. Our ranks were 
too much thinned to warrants renewal of the conflict, with the chances 
of being drawn under the fire of this artillery. The effort to make a 
flank movement by our left, th*e day previous, developed the fact that 
the enemy had extended his right, so as to rest it upon the Potomac, 
and thus envelope our left flank. From our position, it was impossi- 
ble to make any move, except a direct assault upon some portion of 
the enemy's line, I, therefore, took the liberty to address a note to the 
commanding General, about two o'clock in the afternoon, suggesting 
a withdrawal to the south side of the Potomac. Before my note 
reached him, however, he rode to my bivouac and expressed the same 
views. Arrangements to move across the Potomac were completed 
by dark. My command, moving first, crossed about two a clock in 
the morning, and part of it was placed in position, in case it should 
be needed at the ford. The entire army crossed, however, without 
molestation, and, as directed by the commanding General, I proceeded 
to form his line. As this was completed, it became evident that the 
enemy was not pursuing, except with some of his batteries and some 
small force. The various commands were then marched off to their 
points of bivouac. 

The name of every officer, non-commissioned officer and private, 
who has shared in the toils and privations of this campaign, should 
be mentioned. 

In one month, these troops had marched over two hundred miles, 
upon little more than half rations, and fought nine battles and skir- 
mishes, killed, wounded and captured nearly as many men as we had 
in our ranks, besides taking arms and other munitions of war in larg 
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quantities. I would that I could do justice to all of these gallant 
officers and men in this report. As that is impossible, I shall only 
mention those most prominently distinguished. These were Major 
General R. H. Anderson, on the plains of Manassas, at Harper'? 
Ferry and at Sharpsburg, where Ke was wounded severely. Briga- 
dier General 1). R. Jones, at Thoroughfare Gap, Manassas plains, 
Boonsboro' and Sharpsburg. Brigadier General It. Toombs, at 
Manassas plains, in his gallant defence of the bridge at Antietarn, 
and in his vigorous charge against the enemy's flank. He was severely 
wounded at the close of the engagement. Brigadier General Wilco;*, 
at Manassas plains, on the 29th and 30th of August, afterwards 
absent sick. Brigadier General Garnett, at Boonsboro' and Sharps- 
burg. Brigadier General Evans, on the plains at Manassas, both on 
the 29th and 30th of August, and at Sharpsburg. Brigadier Gene- 
ral Kemper, at Manassas plains, Boonsboro' and Sharpsburg. Brig- 
adier General Hood and Colonels Law and Wofford, at, Manassas 
plains, and on the 29th and 30th of August, Boonsboro' and at 
Sharpsburg, on the 16th and 17th. Colonel G. T. Anderson, com- 
manding D. It. Jones' brigade, at Thoroughfare Gap, Manassas plains, 
Boonsboro' and Sharpsburg. Brigadier General Mahone, at Manassas 
plains, where he received a severe wound. Brigadier "General R. A. 
Pryor, at Sharpsburg. Brigadier General Jenkins, at Manassas 
plains, on the 29th and 30th of August; on the last day severely 
wounded Colonels Huntoq, Corse, Stuart, Stevens, Hately, (severely 
wounded,) and Walker, (commanding Jenkins' brigade, after the latter 
was wounded,) at Manassas plains, Boonsboro' and Sharpsburg. 
Colonel Posey, at Manassas plains and Sharpsburg, where he com- 
manded Featherston's brigade. Colonel- Benning, at Manassas plains 
and Sharpsburg. At Sharpsburg, Captain Miller, of the Washington 
artillery, was particularly distinguished. Colonel Walton, of the 
Washington artillery, at Rappahannock Station, Manassas plains 
(August 29th) and Sharpsburg. And Major Garnett, at Rappahan- 
nock Station. Lieutenant Colonels Skinner and Marye, at Manassas 
plains, where they were both severely wounded. Major Walker, at 
Thoroughfare Gap and Manassas plains. In the latter engagement, 
this gallant officer was mortally wounded. 

It is with no common feeling that I recount the loss, at Manassas 
plains, of Colonels Gadberry, eighteenth South Carolina, Means, 
seventeenth South Carolina, Moore, second South Carolina, Glover, 
first South Carolina, Nelson, seventh Georgia, and Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Upton, fifth Texas. At Boonsboro, Colonel J. B. Strange, nine- 
teenth Virginia volunteers, and Lieutenant Colonel McLemore, fourth 
Alabama, and, at Sharpsburg, Colonel Liddell, eleventh Mississippi. 
Lieutenant Colonel Coppens and Lieutenant Colonel Holmes, second 
Georgia volunteers. These valuable and gallant officers fell in the 
unflinching performance of their duty, bravely and successfully head- 
ing their commands in the thickest of the fight. 

To my staff* officers, Major G. M. Sorrell, Assistant Adjutant Gene- 
ral, who was wounded at Sharpsburg, Lieutenant Colonel P. T. Man- 
ning, Chief of Ordnance, Major J. W. Fairfax, Major Thomas Walton, 
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T,ho was also wounded at Sharpsburg, Captain Thomas Goree and 
Lieutenant R. W. Blackwell, I am under renewed and lasting obliga- 
tions. These officers, full of courage, intelligence, patience and ex- 
perience, were able to give directions to commands such as they 
thought proper, which were at once approved, and commanded my 
admiration. Lieutenant Colonel Blunt volunteered his services to me 
at Boonsboro', and was, both there and at Sharpsburg, of material ser- 
vice to me. The medical department, in charge of Surgeon Cullen, 
*?ere active and unremitting in the care of* the wounded, and have my 
thanks for their humane efforts. 

My party of couriers were zealous, active and brave. They are 
pstly entitled to praise for the manly fortitude and courageous con- 
duct shown by them in the trying scenes of the campaign. The cav- 
alxy escort, commanded by Captain Doby, have ray thanks for meri- 
torious conduct and valuable aid. Captain Doby, Lieutenants Bonny 
snd Matthieson, Sergeants Lee and Haile, and Corporals Whitaker 
and Salmond, were distinguished in the active and fearless performance 
of their arduous duties. 

I am indebted to Colonel R. II. Chilton, Colonel Long, Majors Tay- 
fcr, Marshall, Venable and Talcott, and Captains Mason and Johnson, 
of the staff of the commanding General, for great courtesy and kind- 
ness in assisting me on the different battle fields. 

I respectfully ask the attention of the commanding General to the 
reports of division, brigade, and other commanders, and approve their 
high encomiums of their officers and men. 

Reports of killed, wounded and missing have already been for- 
warded. 

I remain, sir, with respect, your obedient servant, 

J. LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant General commanding. 
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REPORT OF GENERAL JACKSON OF OPERATIONS FROM 
15th AUGUST TO 5th SEPTEMBER, 1862. 



Cottage House, N! C, May 22, 1863. 

Colonel R. H. Chtlton, 

A. A. and I. General, Department N. V. : 

Colonel: On opening General Jackson's trunk in Lexington, Vir- 
ginia, we found in it the accompanying report of the operations of 
his command, from the 15th of August to 5th of September, 1862. 
Also an unfinished report embracing operations of his command from 5th 
of September to the end of the Maryland campaign. The unfinished 
report Lieutenant Smith, A. D. C, has. He intends giving it to 
Colonel Faulkner to finish; it will then be forwarded. 
I am, Colonel, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. E. MORRISON, A. D. 0. 

to Lieut. GeneralJackson. 



Headquarters Second Corps, A. N. V., April 27, I86S. 

Brigadier General R. H. Chilton, 

A. A. A. General, Headquarters DepH A. N. V. : 

General: I have the honor herewith to submit to you a report of 
the operations of my command from the 15th of August to the 5th 
day of September, 1862, embracing the several engagements of Ma- 
nassas Junction, Bristoe Station, Ox Hill, and so much of the battle 
«f Groveton, on the 28th, 29th and 3()th of August as was fought by 
the troops under my command: 

On the 15th of August, in obediedience to instructions from the 
commanding General, I left my encampment near Gordonsville, and, 
passing Orange Court-House, encamped in the evening near Mount 
Pisgah church, where I remained until the 20th, when, in accordance 
with my instructions, whilst General Longstreet was crossing at Rac- 
coon ford, I crossed the same river at Somerville ford. The com- 
mand encamped for the night near Stevensburg. My command at 
this time comprised Ewell's, A. P. Hill's and Jackson's divisions, 
EwelPs was composed of the brigades of Generals Lawton, Early, 
Hays, (Colonel Forno commanding) and and Trimble, with the bat- 
teries of Brown, Dement, Latimer, Balthis and D'Aquin. A. 
P. Hill's division was composed of the brigades of Generals Branch, 
Gregg, Field, Pender, Archer and Colonel Thomas, with the batte- 
ries of Braxton, Latham, Crenshaw, Mcintosh, Davidson and Pe- 
gram. Jackson's division, commanded by Brigadier General William 
B. Taliaferro, was composed of Winder's brigade, (Colonel Baylor 
commanding,) Colonel Campbell's brigade, (Major John Seddon cpm- 
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manding,) Brigadier General William B. Taliaferro's' brigade, (Colo- 
nel A. G. Taliaferro commanding,) and Starke's brigade, with the 
batteries of Brockenbrough, Wooding, Poague, Carpenter, Caskie 
and Raine3. Major General Stuart, with his cavalry, co-operated 
during the expedition, and I shall more than once have to acknowl- 
edge my obligations for the valuable and efficient aid which he ren- 
dered. 

Ealy ©n the morning of the 21st, the command left its encampment 
.and moved in the direction of Beverly's ford, on the Rappahannock, 
General Taliaferro's command in the lead. On approaching the ford, 
•the enemy was seen on the opposite bank Batteries of that division, 
under the direction of Major Shuniaker, chief of artillery, were placed 
in position, which, after a short resistance, (as reported by General 
Taliaferro,) silenced the enemy's guns, and dispersed his infantry. 
Major General Stuart had crossed with a portion of his cavalrj , sup- 
ported by some pieces of artillery, and, after skirmishing with the en- 
emy a few hours, taking some prisoners and arms, returned with the 
information that the Federal forces were moving in strength upon his 
position, and were close at hand. The enemy soon appeared on the 
opposite bank, and an animated firing was opened, and, to a consid- 
erable extent, kept up across the river for the rest of the day, be- 
tween the Federal artillery and the batteries of Taliaferro's com- 
mand. 

On the following morning, (22d,) the three divisions continued their 
march up the bank of the Rappahannock, General Ewell in the ad- 
vance, and crossed Hazel river, one of its tributaries, at Wellford's 
mill, near which General Trimble was left with his brigade to protect 
the flank of our wagon train from the enemy, who was moving up the 
north side of the Rappahannock, simultaneously with the advance of 
our troops on the south side. 

About twelve M., a small party surprised part of the train, and 
captured some ambulances and mules, which were, however, soon lie- 
covered, and some prisoners taken, who gave information that a more 
considerable Federal force had crossed the river. 

About four, P. M., General Trimble, supported by General Hood, 
(who was the advance of Longstreet's command,) had a sharp engage- 
ment with this force, in which, after gallantly charging and taking 
a number of prisoners, they drove the residue, with severe loss, 
across the river, under the protection of the guns of the main body 
of the Federal army, on the opposite side. In the meantime the com- 
mand passed Freeman's ford, which it found strongly guarded, and 
moved on to a point opppsite the Fauquier White Sulphur Springs, 
where we found the bridge destroyed, and other evidence that the en- 
emy was in close proximity. 

In the afternoon of the 22d, the thirteenth Georgia, Colonel Doug- 
las, Brown's and Dement's batteries of four guns each, and Early's 
brigade, crossing over, took possession of the Springs and adjacent 
heights, and taking some prisoners and incurring some risk from the 
rain and sudden rise of t\xe water, which for a few hours cut off com- 
munication with the main body. In this critical situation, the skill 
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and presence of mind of General Early, was favorably displayed. It 
was deemed advisable not to attempt a passage at that point, but to 
proceed higer up the river. 

By dawn, on the morning of the 24th, General Early, by means of 
a temporary bridge, which had been constructed for his relief, had his 
troops and artillery safely on the southern side. 

On the 24th, there was a fierce cannonade between General Hill s 
artillery and that of the enemy across the river. In the meantime, 
General Stuart, who had preceded me, crossed the Rappahannock, 
striking the enemy in his rear, making his brilliant night attack upon 
his camp at Catlett's Station, capturing many prisoners, personal 
baggage of General Pope, and his despatch book, containing informa- 
tion of valiie to us in this expedition. In the evening, we moved 
near Jcffersonton. Pursuing the instructions of the commanding 
General, I left JetTersonton on the morning of the 25th, to throw my 
command between Washington city and the army of General Pope, 
and to break up his railroad communication with the Federal capital. 
Taking the route by Amissville, crossing Hedgeman river, one of tho 
tributaries of the Rappahannock, at Henson's mill, and moving via 
Orlean, we reached the vicinity of Salem, lifter a severe days' march, 
and bivouacked there for the night. 

On the next day, (20th,) the march was continued, diverging to the 
right at Salem, crossing the Ball Run mountain through Thor- 
oughfare Gap, and, passing Gainesville, we reached Bristoe Station 
on the Orange £nd Alexandria railroad after sunset. 

At Gainesville, I was joined by General Stuart, who, after leaving 
the vicinity of Waterloo Bridge, about two o'clock, A. M., had, by a 
rapid march, come up in time to render all useful assistance. lie 
kept upon my right flank during tho residue of the day. My com- 
mand was now in rear of General Pope's army, separating it from the 
Federal capital and its base of supply. As we approached Bristoe 
Station, the sound of cars coming from the direction of Warrenton 
Junction, was heard, and General Ewell divided his force so as to 
take 'simultaneous possession of the two points of the railroad. Col- 
onel Munford, with the second Virginia cavalry, co operated in this 
movement. Two trains of cars and some prisoners were captured, 
the largest portion of the small Federal force at that point making 
its escape. Learning that the enemy had collected at Manassas 
Junction, a station about seven miles distant, stores of great value, 
I deemed it important that no time should be lost in securing them. 
Notwithstanding tho darkness of the night, and the fatiguing march 
which would, since dawn, be over thirty miles, before reaching the 
Junction, Brigadier General Trimble volunteered to proceed there 
forthwith, with the twenty-first North Carolina, (Lieutenant Colonel 
Fulton commanding,) and the twenty-first Georgia, (Major Glover com- 
manding,) in. all, about five hundred men, and capture the place. I 
accepted the gallant offer, and gave him orders to move without de- 
lay. In order to increase the prospect of success, Major General 
Stuart, with a portion of his cavalry, was .subsequently directed to 
move forward, and, as the ranking officer, to take command of the 
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expedition. The duty was cheerfully undertaken by all who were 
assigned to it, and most promptly and successfully executed. Not- 
withstanding the Federal fire of musketry and artillery, our infantry 
dispersed the troops placed there for the defence of the place, and 
captured eight guns, with seventy two horses, equipments and am- 
munition complete, immense supplies of commissary and quartermas- 
ter stores, upwards of two hundred new tents; and General Trimble 
also reports the capture of over three hundred prisoners, and one 
hundred and seventy-five horsfcs, exclusive of thosQ belonging to tho 
artillery, besides recovering over two hundred negroes. The next 
morning, the divisions under command of Generals Hill and Talia- 
ferro, moved to Manassas Junction, the division of General Ewell 
remaining at Bristoe Station. About a mile before reaching the 
Junction, Colonel Baylor encountered and dispersed a regiment of 
Federal cavalry. Soon after the advance of the troops from Bristoe 
Station reached the Junction, they were fired upon by a distant bat- 
tery of the enemy posted in the direction of the battle-field of Ma- 
nassas. This artillery was soon driven off, and retreated ia the 
direction of Centreville. Soon after, a considerable body of Federal 
infantry, under Brigadier General Taylor, of New Jersey, came in 
sight, having, it is believed, that morning left Alexandria in the cars, 
and boldly pushed forward to recover the position and stores which 
had been lost the previous night. The advance was made with great 
spirit and determination, and under a leader worthy of a better cause. 
Assailed by the batteries, of Poague and Carpenter, and some of Gen- 
eral Hill's division, and apparently seeing that there was danger of 
its retreat being cut off by our other troops if it continued to move 
forward, it soon commenced retreating, and, being subjected to a heavy 
fire from our batteries, was soon routed, leaving its killed and 
wounded upon the field. Several brigades of General Hill's division 
pressed forward in pursuit. In this conflict, the Federal commander, 
General Taylor, was mortally wounded. 

Our loss was small. In the afternoon of the same day, heavy col- 
umns of the enemy were seen approaching Bristoe Station from the 
direction of Warrenton Junction, and on the right of the railroad. 
General Ewell promptly made dispositions to meet them. So soon as 
the enemy came within range, the batteries of his division opened 
upon them from their several positions, as did also the sixth and 
eighth Louisiana and Sixtieth Georgia regiments. By this combined 
fire, two columns of the enemy, of not less than a brigade each, were 
driven back. But fresh columns soon supplied their places, and it 
was obvious that the enemy was advancing in heavy force. General 
EwelPs instructions were, if hard pressed, to fall back and join the 
main command at Manassas Junction, and orders were accordingly 
given for the withdrawal of his forces north of Broad Run. At tlvi 
moment of issuing this order, a portion of the troops were actively 
engaged, and the enemy advancing, and yet the withdrawal of the 
infantry and artillery was conducted with perfect order, General 
Early closing up the rear. The Federate halted near Bristoe Station, 
and General Ewell moved without further molestation, Colonel 



Munford, of the second, and Colonel Rosser, of the fifch Virginia 
cavalry, bringing up his rear to Manassas. The destruction of the 
railroad bridge across Broad Run wa3 entrusted to Lieutenant (now 
Captain) Boswell, of the engineer corps, under whose superinten- 
dence the duty was promptly and efficiently executed. Orders were 
given to supply the troops with rations and other articles which they 
could properly make subservient to their use from the captured prop- 
erty. It was vast in quantity and of great value, comprising fifty 
thousand pounds of bacon, one thousand bifrrels of corn-beef, two 
thousand barrels of salt pork, two thousand barrels of flour, quarter- 
masters', ordnance, -and sutlers 5 stores, deposited in buildings and fill- 
ing two trains of cars. Having appropriated all that we could use, 
and unwilling that the residue should again fall into the hands of the 
enemy, who took possession of the place the following day, orders 
were given to destroy all that remained after supplying the immediate 
wants of the'army. This was done during the night. 

General Taliaferro moved his division that night across to the 
Warrenton and Alexandria turnpike, pursuing the road to Sudley 
mill, and crossing the turnpike in the vicinity of Groveton, halted 
near the battle-field on the 21st of July, 1861,. E well's and Hill's 
divisions joined Jackson's on the 28th. My command had hardly 
concentrated north of the turnpike before the enemy's advance reached 
the vicinity of Groveton from the direction of Warrenton General 
Stuart kept me advised of the general movements of the enemy, 
whilst Colonel Rosser, of the cavalry, with his command, and Colo- 
nel Bradley T. Johnson, commanding Campbell's brigade, remained 
in front of the Federals and operated against their advance. Dis- 
positions were promptly made to attack the enemy, based upon the 
idea that he would continue to press forward upon the turnpike to- 
wards Alexandria. But as he did not appear to advance in force, 
and there was reason to believe his main body was leaving the road, 
and inclining towards Manassas Junction, my command was advanced 
through the woods, leaving Groveton on the left, until it reached a 
commanding position near Brawner's house. By this time it was 
near sunset, but his column appeared to be moving by with its flank 
exposed. I determined to attack at once, which was vigorously done 
by the divisions of Taliaferro and Ewell. The batteries of Wooding, 
Poague and Carpenter were placed in position in front of Starke's 
brigade, and above the village of Groveton, and firing over the heads 
of our skirmishers, poured a heavy fire of shot and shell upon the 
enemy. This was responded to by a very heavy fire from the enemy, 
forcing our batteries to select another position. By this time, Talia- 
ferro's command, with Lawton's and Trimble, s brigades on his left, 
were advanced from the woods to the open field, and were now mov- 
ing in gallant style until they reached an orchard on the light of our 
line, and were less than a hundred yards from a large force cf the 
enemy. The conflict here was fierce and sanguinary. Although 
largely reinforced, the Federals did not attempt to advance, but 
maintained their ground with obstinate determination. Both lines 
stood exposed to the discharge of musketry and artillery, until about 



nine o'clock, when the enemy slowly fell back, yielding the field t<? 
our troops. The loss on both sides was heavy, and among our 
wounded were Major General Ewell and Brigadier General Taliaferro, 
the latter, after a few months, was able to assume his duties, the for- 
mer, I regret to say, is still disabled by hi3 wound, and the army 
thus deprived of his valuable services. 

This obstinate resistance of the enemy appears to have been for the 
purpose of protecting the flank of his column until it should pass 
the position occupied by our troops. Owing to the difficulty of get- 
ting artillery through the woo'ds, I did not have so much of that arm 
as I desired at the opening of the engagement ; but this want was met 
by Major Pelham, with the Suart horse artillery, who dashed forward 
on my right and opened upon the enemy at a moment when his ser- 
vices were much needed. Although the enemy moved off under cover 
of the night, and left us in quiet possession of the field, he did not 
long permit us to remain inactive, or in doubt as to his intention to 
renew the conflict. The next morning I found that he had abandoned 
the ground occupied as the battle-field the evening before, and had 
moved further to the east, and to my left, placing himself between 
my command and the Federal capital. My troops on this day were 
distributed along and in the vicinity of the cut of an unfinished rail- 
road, (intended as a part of the track to connect the Manassas road 
directly with Alexandria, (stretching from the Warrcnton turnpike 
in the direction of Sudley mill. It was mainly along the excava- 
tion of this unfinished road that my line of battle was formed on the 
29th, Jackson's division,* under Brigadier General Starke, on the 
right, Ewell's division, under Brigadier General Lawton, in the cen- 
tre, and Hill's division on the left. In the morning, about tea o'clock, 
the Federal artillery opened with spirit and animation upon our right, 
which was soon replied to by the batteries of Poague, Carpenter, De- 
ment, Brockenbrough, and Latimer, under Major Shumaker. This 
lasted for some time, when the enemy moved around more to our left 
to another point of attack. His next effort was directed against our 
left. This was vigorously repulsed by the batteries of Braxton, 
Crenshaw, and Pegram. About two o'clock, P. M., the Federal in- 
fantry, in large force, advanced to the attack of our left, occupied by 
the division of General Hill. It pressed forward in defiance of 
oifr^fatal and destructive fire with great determination, a portion of 
it crossing a deep cut in the railroad track, and penetrating in heavy 
force an interval of near a hundred and seventy-five yards, which 
separated the right of Gregg's from the left of Thomas' brigade. For 
a short time Gregg's brigade, on the extreme left, was isolated from 
the main body of the command. But the fourteenth South Carolina 
regiment, then in reserve, with the forty -ninth Georgia, left of Col. 
Thomas', attacked the exultant enemy with vigor, and drove them back 
across the railroad track with great slaughter. Gen. McGowan re- 
ports that the opposing forces, at one. time, delivered their volleys inta 
each other at the distance of ten paces. Assault after assault was 
made on the left, exhibiting on the part of the enemy great pertina- 
city and determination, but every advance was most successfully and 
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gallantly driven back. General Hill reports that six separate and 
distinct assaults were thus met and repulsed by his division, assisted 
by Hays' brigade, Colonel Forno commanding. By this time the 
brigade of General Gregg, which,, from its position on the extreme 
left, was most exposed to the enemy's attack, had nearly expended its 
ammunition. It had suffered severely in its men, and all its field offi- 
cers, except two, were killed or wounded. About four o'clock it had 
been assisted by Hay's brigade, (Colonel Forno.) It was now retired 
to the rear to take some repose after seven ^ours of severe service 
and General Early's brigade, cf EwelPa, division, with the eighth Lou- 
isiana regiment, took its place. On reaching bis position, General 
Early found that the enemy had obtained possession of the railroad and 
a piece of wood in front, there being at this point a deep cut, which 
furnished a strong defence. Moving through a field, he advanced 
upon the enemy, drove them from # the wood and railroad cut with 
great slaughter, and followed in pursuit some two hundred yards. 
The thirteenth Georgia at the same time advanced to the railroad and 
crossed with Early's brigade. As it was not desirable to bring on a 
general engagement that evening, General Early was recalled to the 
railroad, where Thomas, Pender and Archer had firmly maintained 
their positions during the day. Early kept his position there until 
the following morning. Brigadier General Field and Colonel Forno 
(commanding Hays' brigade) were severely wounded. Brigadier 
General Trimble was also seriously wounded. During the day, 
a force of the enemy penetrated the wood in my rear, endanger- 
ing the safety of my ambulances and train. Upon being advised of 
this, by iJeneral Stuart, I sent a body of infantry to drive them from 
the wooff. But in the meantime, the vigilant Pelham had unlim- . 
bered his battery and dispersed that portion of them which had 
reached the wood. At a later period, Major Patrick, of the cavalry, 
who was by General Stuart entrusted with guarding the train, was 
attacked, and although it was promptly and effectually repulsed, it 
was not without the loss of that intrepid officer, who fell in the attack 
whilst setting an example of gallantry to his men well worthy of imi- 
tation. During the day, the commanding General arrived, and also 
General Longstreet, with his command. On the following day, (3uth) 
my command occupied the ground, and the divisions the same relative 
position to each other, and to the field, which they held the day be- 
fore, forming the left wing of the army. General Longstreet's com- 
mand formed the right wing. A large quantity of artillery was 
posted upon a commanding eminence in the centre. 

After some desultory skirmishing and heavy cannonading during 
the day, the Federal infantry, about- four o'clock in the evening, 
moved from under cover of the wood and advanced in several lines, 
first engaging the right, but soon extending its attack to the centre 
and left. In a few moments our entire line was engaged in a fierce 
and sanguinary struggle with the enemy. As , one line was repulsed, 
another took its place and pressed forward as if determined, by force 
of numbers and*fury of assault, to drive us from our positions. So 
impetuous and well sustained were these onsets as to induce me to 
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-send to the commanding General for reinforcements, but the timely 
and gallant advance of General Longstreet, on the right, relieved my 
troops from the pressure of overwhelming numbers and gave to thosa 
brave men the chances of a more equal conflict. As Longstreet 
pressed upon the right, the Federal advance was checked, and soon a 
general advance of my whole line was ordered. Eagerly and fiercely 
did each brigade press forward, exhibiting in parts of the field scenes 
of close encounter and murderous strife not witnessed often in the 
turmoil of battle. The Federals gave way before our troops, fell 
back in disorder, and Sed precipitately, leaving their dead and 
wounded on the field. During their retreat the artillery opened witk 
destructive power upon the fugitive masses. The infantry followed 
until darkness put an end to the pursuit. 

Our loss was heavy ; that of the enemy, as shown by. the battle- 
field, of which we w r ere in possession, much heavier. Among the 
losses was Colonel Baylor, commanding Winder's brigade, who fell in. 
front oOiis brigade, whilst nobly leading it on to the charge. We 
captured eight pieces of artillery, with their caissons, and six thou- 
sand five hundred and twenty small arms were collected from the 
battle-field. 

It being ascertained next morning that the Federal army had 
retreated in the direction of Centreville, I was ordered by the com- 
manding General to turn that position. Crossing Bull Run at 
Sudley ford, thence pursuing a country road until we reached the 
Little River turnpike, which we followed in the direction of Fairfax 
Court- House until the troops halted for the night. Early next morn- 
ing, September 1st, we moved forward, and late in the evening, after 
reaching Ox Hill, came in contact with the enemy, who were in posi- 
tion on our right and front, covering his line of retreat from Centre- 
ville to Fairfax Court-House. Our line of battle w T as formed — 
General Hill's division on the right ; Swell's division, General 
Lawton commanding, in the centre ; and Jackson's division, General 
Starke commanding, on the left — all on the right of the turnpike 
road. Artillery was posted on a*n eminence to the left of the road. 
Th« brigades of Branch and Field, Colonel Brockenbrough command- 
ing the latter, were sent forward to feel and engage the enemy. A 
cold and drenching thunder shower swept over the field at this time, 
striking directly into the faces of our troops. These two brigades 
gallantly engaged the enemy, but so severe was the fire in front and 
flank of Branch's brigade as to produce in it some disorder and fall- 
ing back. The brigades of Gregg, Thomas and Pender were then, 
thrown into the fight. Soon a portion of Ewell's division became 
engaged. The conflict now raged with great fury, the enemy obsti- 
nately and desperately contesting the ground until their Generals 
Kearney and Stephens fell in front of Thomas' brigade, after which 
they retired from the field. 

By the following morning the Federal army had entirely disappeared 
from our view, and it soon appeared, by a report from General Stuart, 
that it had passed Fairfax Court-House and had moved in the direc- 
tion of Washington city. 
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On the 3rd of September we left Ox Hill, taking the road by 
Branesville and Leesburg, and on the 4th bivouacked near the Big 
Spring, between Leesburg and the Potomac. 

The official reports of the casualties of my command, in its opera- 
tions from the Rappahannock to the Potomac, will show a loss of 
goventy-five officers killed and two hundred and seventy-three 
wounded, seven hundred and thirty non-commissioned officers and 
officers and privates killed, three thousand two hundred and seventy 
four wounded, and thirty-five missing, making a total loss of four 
thousand three hundred and eighty-seven. 

Colonel S. Crutchfield, chief of artillery, discharged his duties 
well. The conduct of officers and men during the various engage- 
ments described was such as to entitle them to great praise. The 
wounded were skillfully cared for by my medical director, Dr. Hun- 
ter McGuire. In the transmission of orders I was greatly assisted, 
during the expedition, by the following members of my staff: Colo- 
.h**! A. Smead, assistant inspector general ; Major E. E. Paxton, 
acting assistant adjutant general; Captain R. E. Wilbourn, chief 
signal officer ; first Lieutenant H. R. Douglas,' assistant inspector 
general ; first Lieutenant J. G. Morrison, aid-de-camp, and Colonel 
William L. Jackson, volunteer aid-dc-camp. Captain Wilbourn was 
go severely wounded at the battle of Groveton as to be unable to go 
further with the army. The ordnance, quartermaster and commis- 
sary departments were well managed by their respective chiefs, 
Majors G. II. Baer, J. A. Harman, and W. J. Hawks. 

For further information, respecting the detailed movements of 
troops and the conduct of individuals, I would recpectfully refer you 
to the accompanying reports. 

For these great and signal victories our sincere and humble thanks 
are due unto Almighty God. We should in all things acknowledge 
the hand of Him who reigns in Heaven and rules among the armies 
of men. In view of the arduous labors and great privations the 
troops were called to endure, and the isolated and perilous position 
which the command occupied, while t engaged with greatly superior 
numbers of the enemy, we can but express the grateful conviction of 
our mind, that God was with us and gave to us the victory, and unto 
His holy name be the praise. 

I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. J. JACKSON, 
Lieutenant General. 



REPORT OP LIEUTENANT GENERAL JACKSON OF OPE- 
RATIONS FROM 5th TO 27th SEPTEMBER, 1862. 



Headquarters Second Corps, A. N. V., > 
April 23, 1863. J 

Brigadier General R. H. Chilton, A. A. General: 

General : I have the honor, herewith, to submit a report of the 
operations of my command from the 5th to the 27th of September,, 
1862, embracing the capture of Harper's Ferry, the engagement at 
Shepherdstown and so much of the battle of Sharpsburgas was fought 
by the troops under my command : 

My command comprised A. P. Hill's division, consisting of the 
brigades of Branch, Gregg, Field, ( Colonel Brockenbrough, com- 
manding,) Tender, Archer and Colonel Thomas, with the batteries of* 
the division, under Lieutenant Colonel R. L. Walker; Ewell's divis- 
ion, under Brigadier General Lawton, consisting of the brigades of 
Early, Hays, (Colonel Strong,) Trimble, (Colonel Walker,) and Law- 
ton, (Colonel Douglas,) with the artillery, under Major Courtnays; 
and Jackson's division, under Brigadier General Starke, consisting of * 
the brigades of Winder, ( Colonel Grigsby, ) Jones, ( Colonel K T. 
Johnson,) Taliaferro, (Colonel Warren,) and Starke, (Colonel Staf- 
ford,) with the artillery, under Major Shumaker, chief of artillery. 

On the 5th of September, my command crossed the Potomac at 
White's ford, and bivouacked that night near the Three Springs, in, 
the State of Maryland. Not having any cavalry with me except the 
Black Horse, under Captain Randolph, I directed him after crossing; 
the Potomac, to take part of his company and- scout to the right, in 
order to avoid a surprise of the column from that direction. For the 
thorough and efficient manner in which this duty was discharged, and 
for the valuable service rendered generally, whilst attached to my 
headquarters, I desire to make special mention of this company and ( 
its officers, Captain Randolph and Lieutenants Paine, Tyler andt 
Smith, who frequently transmitted orders in the absence of stalF offi- 
cers. 

The next day we arrived in the vicinity of Frederick city. Jack- 
son's division encamped near its suburbs, except the brigade of Gen- 
eral Jones, (Colonel Bradley T. Johnson commanding, ) which was 
posted in the city as a provost guard. Ewell's and Hill's divisions 
occupied positions near the railroad bridge over the Monocacy, guard- 
ing the approaches from Washington city. 

In obedience to instructions from the commanding General, and for 
the purpose of capturing the Federal forces and stores then at Mar-, 
tinsburg and Harper's Ferry, my command left the vicinity of Fred-, 
erick city on the 10th, and passing ryidly through Middletown,. 
Boonsborough and Williamsport, recrossed the Potomac into Virginia^ 
at Light's ford, on the 11th. General Hill moved with his division 
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on tTie turnpike, direct from Williamsport to Martinsburg. The 
divisions of Jackson and Ewell proceeded towards the North moun- 
tain depot, on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, about seven miles 
northwest of Martinsburg. They bivouacked that night in the vicinity 
of the depot in order to prevent the Federal forces, then at Martins- 
burg, from escaping westward unobserved. Major Myers, command- 
ing the cavalry, sent part of his troops as far south as the Berkeley 
and Hampshire turnpike. Brigadier General White, who was in com- 
mand of the Federal forces at Martinsburg, becoming advised of our 
approach, evacuated the place on the night of the 11th and retreated 
to Harper's Ferry. 

On the morning of the 12th, our cavalry entered the town, as, in 
the course of the day, did the main body of my command. At this 
point, abandoned quartermaster, commissary and ordnance stores fell 
into our hands. Proceeding thence towards Harper's Ferry, about 
eleven o'clock, A. M., on the following morning (13th,) the head of our 
column came in view of the enemy, drawn up in force upon Bolivar 
Heights. General Hill, who was in the advance, went into camp near 
Hulltown, about two miles from the enemy's position. The two other 
divisions encamped near by. 

The commanding Ge'neral having directed Major General McLaws 
to move with his own and General R. H. Anderson's divisions to take 
possession of the Maryland Heights overlooking Harper's Ferry, and 
Brigadier General J. G. Walker, pursuing a different route, to cross 
the' Potomac and move up that river on the Virginia side and occupy 
the Loudon Heights, both for the purpose of co-operating w T ith me, it 
became necessary before making the attack to ascertain whether they 
were in position. Failing to learn the fact by signals, a courier was 
dispatched to each of those points for the required information. Dur- 
ing the night the courierto the Loudon Heights returned with a mes- 
sage from General Walker that he was in position. In the meantime 
General McLaws had attacked the Federal force posted to defend the 
Maryland Heights, had routed it, and taken possession of that com- 
manding position. The Potomac river flowed between the positions 
respectively occupied by General McLaws and myself, and the Shenan- 
doah seperated me from General Walker, and it became advisable, as 
the speediest mode of communication, to resort to signals. Before 
the necessary orders were thus transmitted, the day was lar advanced. 

The enemy had, by fortifications, strengthened the naturally strong 
position he occupied along Bolivar Heights, extending from near the 
Shenandoah to the Potomac. McLaws and Walker, being thus sepa- 
rated from the enemy, by intervening rivers, would afford no assist- 
ance beyond the fire of their artillery and guarding certain avenues 
of escape to the enemy. And from the reports received from them, 
by signals, in consequence of the distance and range of their guns, 
not much could be expected from their artillery, so long as the enemy 
retained his advanced position on Bolivar Heights. 

In the afternoon, GeneraJ Hill was ordered to move along the left 
bank of the Shenandoah, turn the enemy's left, and enter Harper's 
Ferry. General Lawton, commanding EwelPs division, was directed 
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to move along the turnpike for the purpose of supporting General 
Hill, and of otherwise operating against the enemy to his left. Gen- 
eral J. R. Jones, commanding Jackson's division, was directed, with 
one of his brigades and a battery of artillery, to make a demonstra- 
tion against the enemy's right, whilst the remaining part of his com- 
mand, as a reserve, moved along the turnpike. Major Massie, com- 
manding the cavalry, was directed to keep upon our left flank for the 
purpose of preventing the enemy from escaping. Brigadier General 
Walker guarded against an escape across the Shenandoah river. 
Fearing lest the enemy should attempt to escape across the Potomac, 
by means of signals I called the atention of Major General McLaws, 
commanding on the Maryland Heights, to the propriety of guarding 
against such an attempt. The demonstration on the left against the 
enemy's right was made by Winder's brigade, (Colonel Grigsby com- 
manding ) It was ordered to secure a commanding hill to the left of 
the heights, near the Potomac. Promptly dispersing some cavalry, 
this eminence, from which the batteries of Poague and Carpenter sub- 
sequently did such admirable execution, was secured without diffi- 
culty. In execution of the order given Major General Hill, he moved 
obliquely to the right until he struck the Shenandoah river. Ob- 
serving an eminence crowning the extreme left of the enemy's line, 
occupied by infantry, but without artillery, and protected only by an 
abattis of fallen timber, Pender, Archer and Brockenbrough were di- 
rected to gain the crest of that hill, while Branch and Gregg were 
directed to march along the river, and, during the night, to take ad- 
vantage of the ravines, cutting the precipitous banks of the river, and 
establish themselves on the plain to the left and rear of the enemy's 
works. Thomas followed as a reserve. The execution of the first move- 
ment, was entrusted to Brig. Gen. Pender, who accomplished it with 
slight resistance; and during the night, Lieut. Colonel Walker, chief of 
artillery of Hill's division, brought up the batteries of Captains Pe- 
gram, Mcintosh, Davidson, Braxton and Crenshaw, and established 
them upon the position thus gained. Branch and Gregg also gained 
the positions indicated for them, and daybreak found them in rear of 
the enemy's line of defence. 

As directed, Brigadier General Lawton, commanding Ewell's di- 
vision, moved on the turnpike in three columns — one on the road, and 
another on each side of it — until he reached Hulltown, when he 
formed line of batlle and advanced to the woods on School-House hill. 
The division laid on their arms during the night, Lawton and Trimble 
being in line on the right of the road, and Hays on the left, with* 
Early immediately in his rear. During the night, Colonel Crutch- 
field, my chief of artillery, crossed ten guns of Ewell's diyision over 
the Shenandoah and established them on its right bank, so as to enfi- 
lade the enemy's position on Boliver Heights, and take his nearest 
and most formidable fortifications in reverse. The other batteries of 
Ewell's division were placed in position on School-House hill, on each 
side of the road. 

At dawn, September 15th, General Lawton advanced his division 
to the front of the woods, Lawton's brigade (Colonel Douglas com- 
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manding,) moved by flank, to the bottom between School-House Kill 
and Bolivar Heights, to support the advance of Major General Hill. 
Lieutenant Colonel Walker opened a rapid enfilade fire from all his 
batteries at about one thousand yards range. The batteries on School- 
House hill, attacked the enemy's lines in front. In a short time the 
guns^of Captains Brown, Garber, Latimer and Dement, under the di- 
rection of Colonel Crutchfield, opened from the rear. The batteries 
of Poague and Carpenter opened fire upon the enemy's right. The 
artillery upon the Loudon Heights, of Brigadier General Walker's 
command, under Captain French, which had silenced the enemy's ar- 
tillery near the superintendent's house on the preceding afternoon, 
again opened upon Harper's Ferry, and also some guns of Major 
General McLaws from the Maryland Heights. In an hour, the en- 
emy's fire seemed to be silenced, and the batteries of General Hill 
were ordered to cease their fire, which was the signal for storming the 
works. General Pender had commenced his advance, when the en- 
emy again opening, Pegrara and Crenshaw moved forward their bat- 
teries, and poured a rapid fire into the enemy. The white flag was 
now displayed, and shortly afterwards Brigadier General White (the 
commanding officer, Colonel D. S. Miles, having having been mortally 
wounded,) with a garrison of about eleven thousand men, surrendered 
as prisoners of war. Under this capitulation, we took possession of 
seventy-three pieces of artillery, some thirteen thousand small arms, 
and other stores. Liberal terms were granted to General White, and 
the officers under his command, in the surrender, which, I regret to 
say, do not seem, from subsequent events, to have been properly ap- 
preciated by their Government. 

Leaving General Hill to receive the surrender of the Federal troops, 
and take the requisite steps for securing the captured stores, I moved, 
in obedince to orders from the commanding General, to rejoin him in 
Maryland, with the remaining divisions of my command. By a se- 
vere night march, we reached the vicinity of Sharpsburg on the morn- 

• ing of the 16th. 

By direction of the commanding General, I advanced on the en- 
«my, leaving Sharpsburg to the right, and took position to the left of 
General Longstreet, near a Dunkard church, Ewell's division (Gene- 
ral Lawton commanding) forming the right, and Jackson's division 
(General J. R. Jones commanding) forming the left of my command. 
Major General Stuart, with the cavalry, was on my left. Jackson's 
division (General Jones commanding) was formed partly in an open 
field, and partly in the woods,' w r ith its right resting upon the Sharps- 
burg and Hagerstown turnpikes ; Winder's and Jones' brigades being 
in front, and Taliaferro's and Starke's brigades a short distance in 
their rear, and Poague's battery on a knoll in front. 

Ewell's division followed that of Jackson to the woods on the left 
of the road near the church. Early's brigade was then formed on 
the left of the line of Jackson's division, to guard its flank, and 
Hays' brigade was formed in its rear. Lawton's and Trimble's brig- 
ades remained, during the evening, with arms stacked, near the 

♦ church. 
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A battery of the enemy, some five hundred yards to the front of 
Jackson's division, opening fire upon a battery to the right, was &\-r 
lenced in twenty minutes by a rapid and well directed fire from 
Poague's battery. Other batteries of the enemy opened soon after 
upon our lines, and the firing continued until after dark. 

About ten, P. M., Lawton's and Trimble's brigades advanced to 
the front to relieve the command of Brigadier General Hood, (on the 
left of Major General D. H. Hill,) which had been more or less en- 
gaged during the evening. Trimble's brigade- was posted on the 
right, next to Ripley's, of D. H. Hill's division, and Lawton's on the left. 

The troops slept that night upon their arms, disturbed by the oc- 
casional fire of the pickets of the two armies, who were in close 
proximity to each other. At the first dawn of day, skirmishing com- 
menced in front, and in a short time the Federal batteries, so posted 
on the opposite side of the Anteitara as to enfilade my line, opened 
a severe and damaging fire. This was vigorously replied to by the 
batteries of Poague, Carpenter, Brockehbough, Raines, Caskie and 
Wooding. About sunrise, the Federal infantry advanced in heavy 
force to the edge of the wood, on the eastern side of the turnpike, 
driving in our skirmishers. Batteries were opened in front from the 
wood with shell and canister, and our troops became exposed, for 
near an hour, to a terrific storm of shell, canister and musketry. Gen- 
eral Jones having been compelled to leave the field, the command of 
Jackson's division devolved upon General Starke. With heroic 
spirit, our lines advanced to the conflict, and maintained their posi- 
tion in the face of superior numbers with stubborn resolution, some- 
times driving the enemy before them, and sometimes compelled to fail 
back before their well sustained and destructive fire. Fresh troops 
from time to time relieved the enemy's ranks, and the carnage on 
both sides was terrific. At this early hour, General Starke was 
killed, Colonel Douglas, (commanding Lawton's brigade,) was also 
killed. General Lawton, commanding division, and Colonel Walker, 
commanding brigade, .were severely wounded. More than half of the 
brigades of Lawton and Hays were either killed or wounded, and 
more than a third of Trimble's, and all the regimental commanders 
in those brigades, except two, were killed or wounded. Thinned ia 
their ranks, and exhausted of their ammunition, Jackson's division 
and the brigades of Lawton, Hays and Trimble, retired to the rear, 
and Hood, of Longstreet's command, again took the position ffoia 
which he had been before relieved. In the meantime, General Stuart 
moved his artillery to a position nearer to the main command, and 
more in our rear. Early being now directed, in consequence of the 
disability of General Lawton, to take command of Ewell's division, 
returned with his brigade (with the exception of the thirteenth Vir- 
ginia regiment, which remained with General Stuart,) to the piece of 
wood where he had left the other brigades of his division when he was 
separated from them. Here he found that the enemy had advanced 
his infantry near the wood, in which was the Dunkard church, and 
had planted a battery across the turnpike, near the edge of the wood 
and an open field, and that the brigades of Lawton, Hays and Trim- 
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tie had fallen back some distance to the rear. Finding here Colonel* 
Grigsby and Stafford, with a portion of Jaekson's division, which 
formed on his left, he determined to maintain his position there if re- 
inforcements could be sent to his support, of which he was promptly 
assured. Colonel Grigsby, with his small command, kept in check 
the advance of the enemy on the left flank, while General Early at- 
tacked, with great vigor and gallantry, the column on his right and 
front. The force in front was giving way lyider thi3 attack, when 
another heavy column of Federal troops were seen moving across the 
plateau on his left flank. By this time the expected reinforcements, 
consisting of Semmes' and Anderson's brigades and a part of Barks- 
dale's, of McLaw's division, ai rived, and the whole, including Grigs- 
by's command, now united, charged upon the enemy, checking his 
advance, then driving him back, with great slaughter, entirely from 
and beyond this wood, and gaining possession of our original posi- 
tion. No further advance, beyond demonstrations, was made by the 
enemy on the left. In the afternoon, in obedience to instructions 
from the commanding General, I moved to the left with a view to 
turning the Federal right; but I found his numerous artillery so 
judiciously established in their front and extending so "near to the Po- 
tomac, which here makes a remarkable bend, "as will be seen by refer- 
ence to the map herewith annexed, as to render it inexpedient to 
hazard the attempt. In this movement, Major General Stuart had 
the advance, and acted his part well. This officer rendered valuable 
service throughout the day. His bold use of artillery secured for U3 
an important position, which, had the enemy possessed, might have 
commanded our left. At the close of the day, my troops held the 
ground which they had occupied in the morning. The next day we 
remained in position awaiting another attack. The enemy continued 
in heavy force west of the Anteitam on our left, but made' no further 
movement to the attack. 

I refer you to the report of Major General A. P. Hill for the ope- 
rations of his command in the battle of Sharpsburg. Arriving upon 
the battle-field from Harper's Ferry at half-past two o'clock of the 
17th, he reported to the commanding General, and was by him 
directed to take position on the right. I have not embraced the 
movements of his division, nor his killed and wounded of that action, 
in my report. 

Early in the morning of the 19th, we recrossed the Potomac river 
into Virginia near Shepherdstdwn. The promptitude and succes3 
with which this movement was effected reflects the highest credit upon 
the skill and energy of Major Harman, chief quartermaster. In the 
evening, the command moved on the road leading to Martinsburg, 
except Lawton's brigade, (Colonel Lamar, of the sixty-first Georgia, 
commanding,) which was left on the Potomac heights. 

On the same day the enemy appeared in considerable force on the 
northern side of the Potomac, and commenced planting heavy batte- 
ries on its heights. In the evening, the Federals commenced crossing 
under the protection of their guns, driving off Lawton's brigade and 
General Pendleton's artillery. By morning, a considerable force had 
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crossed over. Orders were despatched to Generals Early and Hill, 
who had advanced some four miles on the Martinsburg road, to return 
and drive back the enemy. General Hill, who was in the advance, 
as he approached the town, formed his line of battle in two lines, the 
first composed of the brigades of Pender, Gregg and Thomas, under 
the command of General Gregg, and the second of Lane's, Archer's 
and Brockenbrough's brigades, under command of General Archer. 
General Early, with the brigades of Early, Trimble and Hays, took 
position in the wood on the right and left of the road leading to the 
ford. The Federal infantry lined the high banks of the Virginia 
shore, while their artillery, formidable in numbers and weight of 
metal, crowned the opposite heights of the Potomac. General Hill's 
division advanced with great gallantry against the Federal infantry, 
in the face of a continuous discharge of shot and shell from their 
batteries. The Federals, massing in front of Pender, poured a heavy 
fire into his ranks, and then extending with a view to turn his left, 
Archer promptly formed on Pender's left, when a simultaneous charge 
was made, which drove the enemy into the river, followed by an ap- 
palling scene of the destruction of human life. Two hundred pris- 
oners were taken. This position, on the bank of the river, we con- 
tinued to hold that day, although exposed to the enemy's guns and 
within range of his sharpshooters, posted near the Chesapeake and 
Ohio canal. Our infantry- remained at the river until relieved by 
cavalry, under General Fitzhugh Lee. 

On the evening of the 20th, the command moved from Shepherds- 
town and encamped near the Opequon, in the vicinity of Martinsburg. 
We' remained near Martinsburg until the 27th, when we moved to 
Bunker Hill, in the county of Berkeley. 

The official list of casualties of my command, during the period 
embraced in this report, will show that we sustained a loss of thirty- 
eight officers killed and one hundred and seventy-one wounded, of 
three hundred and thirteen non-commissioned officers and privates 
killed, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine wounded, and fifty- 
seven missing ; making a total loss of two thousand four hundred and 
thirty-eight killed, wounded and missing. 

I am,. General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. J. JACKSON, Lieutenant General. 

Official : 

Charles J. Faulkner, Lieut. Col. and A. A. G. 



Headquarters of Lieutenant General Ewell, ) 

July, 1863. * J 

Major: I herewith forward to you the last of General Jackson's 
official report. I found the two missing pages, and had the whole 
re-copied. You will now oblige me by having my resignation ap- 
proved by General Lee and forwarded to the Secretary of War. 
5 I am, truly yours, 

CHARLES J. FAULKNER. 
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I certify that the above is an authentic report by Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Jackson of the operations of his command from the 5th to the 
27th September, 1862; that, after undergoing his last revision, he 
had directed it to be copied, with a view to its being signed and for- 
warded by him, which purpose was interrupted by movements of 
General Hooker, resulting in the battle of Chancellorsville'. There 
is an omission of that customary notice of his staff, which he was in 
the habit of inserting in the final copy of h^s reports, previous to its 
being forwarded. 

CHARLES J. FAULKNER, A. A. G. 



/ 
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LIST OF CASUALTIES'™ the fights atBoonsboro\ Champion 9 s Gap, 
Harpers Ferry, Sharpsburg, and Shepherdstown, in September, 1862 : 



Regiment. 



1st Virginia, 

7th Virginia, 

11th Virginia 

17th Virginia, 

24th Virginia, 

8 h Virginia, , 

38th Virginia, 

19th Virginia, 

28th Virginia, , 

56th Virginia,.... , 

24th North Carolina,. .... 
25th North Carolina. 

85th North CarolinaJ 

49th North Carolina, 

Branch' 8 Battery, , 

3 nh Virginia, , 

46' h North Carolina, 

48 h North Carolina, 

27ih North Carolina, 

3rd Arkansas 

French's Battery, 

8th Georgia, 

9th Georgia, 

7th Georgia, 

llth Georgia, 

1st Georgia, 

4th A I aba m a, 

6th North Carolina, 

2nd Mississippi, 

llth Mississippi, 

18th Georgia, 

1st Texas, 

4th Tex is, . . 

5th Texas, 

Hampton Legion, 

Reilly'a Battery, 

Garden's Battery, 

Bachman's Battery, 

17th Georgia, 

20th Georgia, 

2nd Georgia, 

15th Georgia 

6th SoutlTCarolina, 

Palmetto Sharpshooters,. 

1st South Carolina, 

2nd South Carolina 

5th South Carolina, 

nolcoinbe Legion, 

16th South Caroiina, 

22nd South Carolina, 

23rd South Carolina, 

17th South Carolina, 

Washington Artillery,... 

15th South Carolina, 

59lh Georgia, 

51st G-orgia, .. 

13th Mississippi, 

21rft Miss ssippi, 

18th Mississippi 

17th Mississippi 

2nd South Carolina, 

3rd South Carolina, 

7th South Carolina, 

8rh South Carolina, 

Read'B Battery, 

10th Georgia, 

68 rd Georgia, 

82nd Virginia, 

15th Virginia, 

Georgia Legion, 

24th Georgia, 

16th Georgia, 

16th North Carolina, 

48th Georgia, 



Brigade. 


Division. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Total. 


Kemr>er'fl. 


Pickett's, 
|| 




8 


8 






2 


10 


12 




t; 




3 


38 


41 




it 


u 


6 


30 


36 




it 


t( 




2 


2 


Pickett's (old: 


| t 


4 


9 


13 








5 


38 


43 




u 


' 


7 


S7 


44 




ti 




8 


54 


62 




it 




1 


19 


20 


Ransom's, 


Walker's, 


20 


44 


64 






|| 


2 


13 


15 




tt 




3 


23 


26 




* 




16 


61 


77 




it 




2 


3 


5 


Walker's, 




39 


121 


160 








5 


60 


65 




it 




31 


156 


217 




< i 


| { 


31 


168 


199 








27 


155 


182 




ii 




1 


1 


2 


Anderson's, 


Hood' s, 


2 


17 


19 






!' 


2 


14 


16 




it 




3 


9 


12 




ii 


(( 




10 


10 








1 


29 


30 


Law's, 




7 


37 


44 




it 




8 


1 17 






it 




27 


12 ( 


154 




tt 




8 


96 


104 


Wofford's, 


[ 


13 


72 


85 






f | 


45 


141 


186 




ii 




10 


97 


V 7 




it 




5 


77 


82 




it 


|| 


6 


47 


53 








2 


8 


10 




>i 






9 


9 




tt 


|| 


2 


2 


4 


Toombs', 


* 




12 


1*2 








4 


44 


48 




ii 




6 


37 


43 








6 


30 


36 


Jenkins', 


•ii 


7 


51 


68 




ii 




9 


55 


64 




tt 


M 


2 


37 


39 




a 




2 


14 


16 




ii 


|| 


5 


26 


31 


Evans', 






18 


IS 






| 


3 


59 


4'2 






| 


8 


64 


72 




it 




14 


66 


80 






|| 


18 


49 


67 








4 


2'i 


30 


Drain's, 


McLaws', 


26 


84 


no 






29 


97 


126 






u 


1 


7 


8 


Barksdale's, 


l( 


8 


55 


63 




a 




6 


56 


62 




ii 


it 


30 


73 


83 






it 


11 


82 


93 


Kershaw's. 


i. 


17 


77 


94 






it 


7 


73 


6) 




it 




23 


117 


140 




it 


it 


2 


17 


19 






it 


4 


10 


14 


Semroefi', 


it 


15 


69 


84 








11 


63 


74 




tt 


u 


15 


57 


72 




it 




11 . 


63 


74. 


Cobb's, 


ii 


18 


68 


86 




it 


tt 


13 


145 


158 




it 


tt 


23 


83 


106 






tt 


16 


143 


159 


Wright's, 


Anderson's, 


1 


46 


47 
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MARYLAND FIGHTS— Continued. 



Regiment. 



3rd Georgia 

22. id Georgia, 

44th Alabama, 

53rd Virginia, 

57th Virginia, 

14th Virginia, 

2Sih Virginia, 

8;h Alabama, 

9ih Alabama, 

19'h Alabama, 

11th Alabama 

14th Alabama, 

31 Virginia, 

8th Florida, 

20 Florida, 

2d Mississippi battalion. 

12th Mississippi 

16th Mississippi, 

19th Mississippi, 

I2th Virginia, 

16th Virginia, 

Gth Virginia, 

41st Virginia, 

4rh Virginia, 

f>ih Virginia, 

27th Virginia, 

33d Virginia, 

Batteries, 

23d Virginia, 

47th Virginia, 

48th Virginia, 

37fh irginia 

Danville artillery, 

2d Lou i si an «, 

9th Louisiana, 

10th Louisiana, 

15th Louisiana, 

l-*t Louisiana, 

Batteries, 

13th Georgia, , 

31at Georgia, 

COth Georgia, 

61st Georgia, 

13th Virginia, 

25th Virginia, 

31st \ irginia, 

52d Virginia, - 

44;h Virginia, 

4'Jth Virginia, 

5th Louisiana, 

6th Louisiana,.!-..^ — .« 

7th Louisiana, 

Sth Louisiana, 

12th Georgia, 

15th Alabama, 

20th North Carolina,.... 
3d North Carolina,.... 

2d North Carolina, 

1st North Carolina", 

23d North Carolina, 

4th North Carolina,.... 
30th North Carolina,.... 
13th North Carolina, 

4th Georgia, 

6th Georgia, 

44th Georgia, 

21st Georgia, 

Jones' battery 

23d Georgia,..'.....' 

27th Georgia, 

28 th Georgia, 

19th Georgia, 



Brigade. 



Wright's, 
(< 

Armistead's, 
Wilcox's, 

cc 

c l 

Pry or' s, 
a 
u 

H . 

Featherston's 
(< 

Mahono's, 

(C 

(( 

Winder's, 
(i 
u 
cc 

Taliaferro's, 

(C 
(C 

cc 

Starke's, 

(C 

Lawton's, 

c. 
cc 

Early's, 
cc 
ic 
cc 

nays' 

CC 

Trimble's, 



Gen. Anderson and A. D. C, 

Gen. Garland, 

Gen. Starke, 



Rodes's, 



Division. 



Anderson's, 



Jack 



D. n 



Eweli's, 



Hill'i 



A. P. Hill, 



Killed. 



2 
12 
12 
10 
3 
2 
3 
13 
6 
5 
C 
27 



4 
1 

3 
2 
3 
3 

" 8* 

6 
5 
9 
2 
10 
25 
17 
4 

14 

*48* 
11 
11 

16 



5 
10 
IS 

6 

7 
13 

9 
11 
46 
11 
18 
18 

6 
10 
' 41 
22 
10 
17 

4 

1 
14 
15 
11 
13 
70 
113 



Wounded. 



57 
19 

65 
8 
1 

7 
14 

63 
42 
53 
26 
43 
16 
56 
43 
53 
53 
100 
52 
36 

5 
19 

8 
21 
23 

5 
16 

9 
35 
30 
33 
45 

3 
49 
57 
34 
»15 
49 

8 
169 
39 
48 
91 

5 

21 
10 
36 
22 

•73 
40 
29 
63 
84 
49 
75 
30 

207 
61 

142 
35 
52 
63 

149 

119 
13 
65 
72 
25 
64 
89 
62 
76 

409 

818 
2 



8,724 
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ENGAGEMENT near Kearnysvilk, Virginia, October — 18G2. 



Reg; merit. 


Brigade. 


Division. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Total. 




Winder's, 

M 


Jackson's, 
a 

CI 


3 


14 
5 

1 , 
1 


17 
5 
1 
1 




















3 


21 


24 



REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL D. H. HILL. 



Headquarters Division. 

General R. II. Chilton, 

Assistant Adju'ant General : 

General : I have the honor to report 4he operations of my com- 
mand, from the battles around Richmond until after the battle of 
Sharpshurg . 

On the 23d of July, I was detached from my division, and placed in 
charge of the department of the south side, extending from Drcwry's 
Bluff to the South Carolina line. As General McClellan was then 
at Wcstover, on the James, some thirty miles from Richmond, and it 
was thought he might attempt an advance by the south side, my first 
attention was given to the defences in that direction. Heavy details 
were made from the division and two brigades near the bluff, to com- 
plete a line. of entrenchments around it, and controlling the Peters- 
burg road. Not a spade full of earth had been thrown up about 
Petersburg, and it was in a wholly defenceless condition. A system 
of fortifications was begun, (which subseqently met the approval of 
the chief engineer, Colonel J. F. Gilmer, C. S. A.,) and the brigades 
of Ransom, Walker and Daniel, were put to work on it. About a 
thousand negroes were procured (chiefly from North Carolina) and 
employed in like manner. Pontoon briges were constructed at several 
points to make the connection rapid and secure, between the two posi- 
tions to be secured. The defences of the Appomattox were also 
strengthened, and a moveable car planned and ordered to prevent a 
landing at City Point. An effort was made to organize and make effi- 
cient the numerous independent companies in the department, which 
had been of little use and much expense to the country. A concen- 
tration of these troops at Weldon and Goldsboro' was ordered to 
prevent the cutting of our important lines southward. 

In accordance with instructions from the General commanding Army 
of Northern Virginia, I made a personal examination of the Yankee 
shipping and encampment, on the 28th instant, and determined to 
attack it from Coggins' Point and Meycock's, on the south si le. 
This expedition wa3 entrusted to Brigadier General French, and was 
a complete success. Forty-three pieces, under command of General 
Pendleton and Colonel J.. T. Brown, were placed in position on the 
night of the 31st, on the banks of the river, within easy range of the 
objects to be reached. Much damage was done to the Yankee ship- 
ping, some destruction of life -caused in the camp, and the wildest 
terror and consternation produced. The report of General French is 
herewith submitted. This officer had charge of the expedition, agreea- 
bly to the wishes of General Lee. Doubtless, the night attack had 
much to do with the evacuation of Westover, as it made McClellan 
feel that his shipping was insecure. Two days after, he took posses- 
sion of Coggins' Point, and maintained a force on the south side till 
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he left the river. His gun-boats were attacked at the mouth of the 
Appomattox, and points were selected for the further harassing of his 
shipping. An expedition was sent out, under Colonel J. R. Cham- 
bliss, to within two miles of Suffolk. Arrangements were made for 
the defence of the Blackwater, Chowan, and Tar rivers, and a point 
selected for fortifications on the Roanoke to secure Weldon. 

On the 21st August, I left Petersburg to join the army in northern 
Virginia, and was given command of McLaws' division and three bri- 
gades of my own division, at Hanover Junction. The brigade* of 
Ripley and Colquitt, of my division, were in advance of us, at Orange 
Court-House. On the 26th August, we left Hanover Junction, and 
joined General Lee at Chantilly, on the 2d September, three day3 
after the Yankees had been finally and decisively beaten in the second 
great battle of Manassas. On the 4th, Anderson's brigade was sent 
to fire on the Yankee trains at Berlin, and, with two brigades, we 
drove away the Yankee forces near the mouth of the Monocacy, and 
crossed the Potomac. That night and the next day were spent in 
destroying the lock and canal banks. The aqueduct could not be 
destroyed for want of powder and tools. The night of the oth, my 
division followed General Jackson to within a few miles of Frederick. 
The General being disabled by the .fall of his horse, the next morning 
I was placed in charge of all the forces, and marched into Frederick. 
The telegraph wires were cut and .the station seized. A few stores 
and prisoners were taken in*the city. 

On the 10th, my division constituted the rear-guard, and had 
charge of the immense wagon train moving in the direction of Hagers- 
town. On the 13th, I was ordered by General Lee to dispose of my 
troops so as to prevent the escape of the Yankees from Harper's 
Ferry, then beseiged, and also to guard the pass in the Blue Ridge, 
near Boonsboro'. Major General Stuart reported to me that two 
brigades only of the Yankees were pursuing us, and that one brigade 
would be sufficient to hold the pass. I, however, sent the brigades of 
Garland and Colquitt, and ordered my other three brigades up to the 
neighborhood of Boonsboro'. An examination of the pass, very early 
in the morning of the 14th, satisfied me that it could only be held by 
a large force, and was wholly indefensible by a small one. I accord- 
ingly ordered up Anderson'3 brigade. A regiment of Ripley's bri- 
gade was sent to hold another pass, some three miles distant, on our 
left. I felt reluctant to order up Ripley and Rodes from the important 
positions they were holding, until something definite was known of 
the strength and designs of the Yankees. About seven o'clock, they 
opened a fire upon our right, and pushed forward a large force through 
the dense woods, to gain a practicable road to our rear. Garland's 
brigade was sent in to meet this overwhelming force, and succeeded 
in checking it, and securing the road from any further attack that 
day. This brilliant service, however, cost us the life of that pure, 
gallant and accomplished Christian soldier, General Garland, who had 
no superiors, and few equals in the service. The Yankees, on their 
side, lost General Reno, a renegade Virginian, who was killed by a 
happy Bhot from the twenty-third North Carolina. Garland's brigade 
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was badly demoralized by his fall, and the rough handling it had re- 
ceived, and had the Yankees pressed vigorously forward, the road 
might have been gained. Providentially, they were ignorant of their 
success, or themselves too much damaged to advance. The twentieth 
North Carolina, of this brigade, under Colonel Iverson, had attacked 
a Yankee battery, killed all the horses, and driven orT the cannoneers. 
This battery was used no more that day by the Yankees. 
* Anderson's brigade arrived in time to take the place of the much 
demoralized troops of Garland. There \^ere two mountain road3 
practicable for artillery, on the right of the main turnpike. The de- 
fence of the farther one had cost Garland his life. It was now en- 
trusted to Colonel llosser, of the cavalry, who had reported to me, 
and who had artillery and dismounted sharpshooters. General An- 
derson was entrusted with the care of the nearest and best road. 
Bondurant's battery was sent to aid him in its defence. The brigade 
of Colquitt was disposed on each side of the turnpike, and that, with 
Lane's battery, was judged' adequate to the task. There was, how- 
ever, a solitary peak on the left, which, if gained by the Yan- 
kees, would give them control of the ridge commanding the turnpike. 
The possession of this peak was, therefore, every thing to the Yan- 
kees, but they seemed slow to perceive it. I had a large number of 
guns from Cutt's artillery placed upon the hill on the left of tho 
turnpike to sweep the approaches to this peak. From the position 
selected, there was a full view of the country for miles around. But 
the mountain was so steep that ascending columns were but little ex- 
posed to artillery fire. The artillerists of Cutt's battalion behaved 
gallantly, but their firing was tho worst I ever witnessed. 

Bodes and Bipley came up soon after Anderson. Bodes was sent 
to the left to seize the peak already mentioned, and Bipley was sent 
to the right to support Anderson. Several attempts had been made 
previous to this, by the Yankees, to force a passage through the 
woods on. the right of, and near the turnpike. But these were re- 
pulsed by the sixth and twenty-seventh Georgia and the thirteenth 
Alabama, of Colquitt's brigade. 

It was now past noon, and the Yankees had been checked for more 
than five hours. But it was evident that they were in large force On 
both sides of the road, and the signal corps reported heavy masses at 
the front of the mountain. In answer to a despatch from General 
Longstreet, I urged him to hurry forward troops to my assistance. 
General Drayton and Colonel G. T. Anderson came up, I think, 
about three o'clock, with one thousand nine hundred men, and I felt 
anxious to beat the force on my right before the Yankees made their 
grand attack, which I feared would be on our left. Anderson, Bip- 
ley and Drayton were called together, and I directed them to follow a 
path until they came in contact with Bosser, when they should change 
their flank, march in line of battle, and sweep the woods before them. 
To facilitate their movements, I brought up a battery and made it 
shell the woods in various directions. Anderson soon became par- 
tially, and Drayton hotly engaged. But Bipley did not draw trig- 
ger — why, I do not know. The fourth North Carolina (Anderson's 
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brigade) attempted to carry a Yankee battery, but failed. Three 
Yankee brigades moved up in beautiful order against Drayton, and 
his men were soon beaten and went streaming to the rear. Itosser, 
Anderson and Ripley still held their ground, and the Yankees could 
not gain our rear. . 

Affairs were now very serious on our left. A division of Yankees 
was advancing in handsome style against Rodes. I had every possi- 
ble gun turned upon the Yankee columns, but oVing to the steepness 
of the acclivity and the bad handling of the guns, but little harm was 
done to the "restorers of the Union." Rodes handled his little brig- 
ade in a most admirable and gallant manner, fighting, for hours, vastly 
superior odds, and maintaining the key-points of the position till 
darkness rendered a further advance of the Yankees impossible. Had 
he fought with les> obstinacy, a practicable artillery road to the rear 
would have been gained on our left, and the line of retreat cut off. 

Colonel Gordon, the Christian hero, excelled his former deeds at 
Seven i'ines, and in the battles around Richmond. Our language is 
•not capable of expressing a higher compliment. 

General Rodes says the men and officers gene»ally behaved well, 
but Colonel Gordon, sixth Alabama, Major Hob3on, fifth Alabama, 
and Colonel Battle, thiid Alabama, deserve especial mention for ad- 
mirable conduct during the whole fight. We did not drive the enemy 
back, or whip him ; but, with one thousand two hundred men, we held 
his whole division at bay for four hour3 and a half, without assistance* 
from any one, losing, in that time, not more than half a mile of 
ground. 

He estimates his loss at four hundred and twenty. two, out of one 
thousand two hundred taken into action, but thinks that he inflicted 
a three-fold heavier loss on the Yankees. Colonel Gayle, of tho 
twelfth Alabama, was killed, and Colonel O'Neal, twenty-fourth Ala- 
ban: a, and Lieutenant Colonel Pickens, of the twelfth, severely 
wounded. 

Major General Longstreet came up about four o'clock, with the 
commands of Brigadier Generals Evans and D. R.Jones. I had now 
become familiar with the ground and knew all the vital points, and 
had these troops reported to me, the result jnight have been different. 
As it was, they took wrong positions, and, in their exhausted^condj- 
tion after a long march, they were broken and scattered. Our wiioto 
left was now fairly exposed, and the Yankees had but to push dowa 
to seize the turnpike. 

It was now dark, however, and they feared to advance. All ths 
available troops were collected behind a stone wall, to resist an ap- 
proach upon the turnpike from the left. Encouraged by their suc- 
cesses in that direction the Yankees thought that it would be an easy- 
matter -to move directly up the turnpike. But they were soon unde- 
ceived. They were heroically met and bloodily repulsed by the twenty- 
third and twenty-eighth Georgia'regiments of Colquitt's brigade. The 
fight lasted for more than an hour after night, but gradually subsided 
as the Yankees retired. General Hood (who had gone in on the right 
with his two noble brigades) pushed forward his skirmishers and 
8 
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drove back the Yankees. We retreated that night to Sharpsburg, 
having accomplished all that was required — the delay of the Yankee 
array until Harper's Ferry could not be relieved. Should the truth 
ever be known, the battle of South ^Mountain, as far as niy division 
was concerned, will be regarded as one of the most remarkable and 
creditable of the war. The division had marciied all the way from 
'Richmond, and the straggling had been enormous, in consequence of 
'heavy marches, deficient commissariat, want of shoes, and inefficient 
' officers. Owing to these combined causes, the division numbered less 
' than five thousand men on the morning of the 14th September, and 
Jhad five roads to guard, extending over a space of as many miles. 
'This small force successfully resisted, without support, for eight hours, 
the whole Yankee army, and when its supports were beaten, still held 
the roads, so that our retreat was effected without the loss of a gun, 
a wagon, or an ambulance. Bodes' brigade had immortalized itself; 
Colquitt's had fought well, and the two regiments most closely pressed, 
(twenty-third and twenty-eighth Georgia,) had repulsed the foe ; Gar- 
eland's brigade had behaved nobly until demoralized by the fall of its 
gallant leader, and being outflanked by the Yankees ; Anderson's 
'brigade had shown its wonted gallantry ; Ripley's brigade, for some 
cause, had not been engaged, and was used with Hood's two brigades 
to cover the retreat. 

Had Longstreet's division been with mine at daylight in the morn- 
ing, the Yankees would have been disastrously repulsed. But they 
had gained important positions before the arrival of reinforcements. 
These additional troops came up, after a long, hurried and exhausting 
march, to defend localities of which they were ignorant, and to fight 
a foe flushed with partial success, and already holding key points to 
further advance. Had our forces never been separated, the battle of 
Sharpsburg never would have been fought, and the Yankees would 
not have even the shadow of consolation for the loss of Harper's 
I?erry. 

We reached Sharpsburg about daylight, on the morning of the 15th. 
The Yankees made their appearance that day, and some skirmishing 
and cannonading occurred. There was a great deal of artillery fir- 
ing during ^he forenoon of the 16th; and late that afternoon, the 
Yankees crossed the Antietam, opposite the centre of my line, and 
made for the Hagerstown turnpike. Had we been in a condition to 
attack them, as they crossed, much damage might have been inflicted. 
But as yet there were but two weak divisions on the ground. Long- 
street held the position south of the Boonsboro' turnpike, and I, that 
on the right. Hood's command was placed on my left to guard the 
Hagerstown pike. Just before sundown, I got up a battery (Lane's) 
of Cutt's battalion, to open upon the Yankee column advancing to- 
wards that pike, while Colonel Stephen Lee brought up another fur- 
ther on the right. These checked the Yankee advance, and enabled 
Jackson to take position oh Hood's left, and covering any attempt to 
turn us in that direction. My ranks had been diminished by some addi- 
tional straggling, and the morning of the 17th I had but three thousand 
infantry. I had, however, twenty -six pieces of artillery of my own, 
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and near sixty pieces of Cutt's battalion, temporarily under my com- 
mand. Positions were selected for as many of these guns as could 
be used ; but all the ground in my front was completely commanded 
by the long-range artillery of the Yankees on the other side of the 
Antietam, which concentrated their fire upon every gun that opened, 
and soon disabled or silenced it. 

At daylight a brisk skirmish began along Hood's front, and Col- 
quitt, Ripley and McRae (commanding Garland's brigade,) were 
moved up to his support. Hood's men always fight well, and they 
were handsomely supported by Colquitt and Ripley. The first lino 
of the Yankees were broken, and our men pushed vigorously for- 
ward, but to meet another and yet another line. Colquitt had gone 
in with ten field officers ; four were killed, five badly wounded, and 
the tenth had been stunned by a shell. The men were beginning to 
fall back, and efforts were made to rally them in the bed of nn old 
road, nearly at right angles to the Hagergtown pike, and which had 
been their position previous to the advance. These efforts, however, 
were only partially successful. Most of the brigade took no further 
part in the action. Garland's brigade (Colonel McRae, command- 
ing) had been much demoralized by the fight at South Moun- 
tain ; but the men advanced with alacrity, secured a good position, 
and were fighting bravely, when Captiin Thompson, fifth North Car- 
olina, cried out, *'They are flanking us !" This cry spread like an 
electric shock along the ranks, bringing up vivid recollections of the 
flank fire at South Mountain. In a moment they broke and fell to- 
the rear. Colonel McRae, though wounded, remained on the field all 
day and succeeded in gathering up Some stragglers, and personally ren- 
dered much efficient service. The twenty-third North Carolina regiment, 
of this brigade, was brought off by the gallant Lieutenant Colonel 
Johnston, and posted, by my order, in the old road already described. 

Ripley's brigade, had united w T ith Walker's and fallen back with it 
behind the ridge to the left of this road and near to it. We had now 
lost all the ground wrested from the enemy, and were occupying the* 
position held in the morning. But three of my brigades had been< 
broken and much demoralized, and all of the artillery had been with- 
drawn from my front. Rodes and Anderson were 4n the old * road, 
and some stragglers had been gathered up and placed upon their left. 
It was now apparent that the Yankees were massing in our front, and 
that their grand attack would be made upon my position, which was 
the centre of our line. I sent several urgent messages to General 
Lee for reinforcements, but before any arrived, a heavy force (since 
ascertained to be Franklin's corps,) advanced in three parallel lines 
with all the precision of a parade day, upon ray two brigades. Thej 
met with a galling fire, however, recoiled and fell back, again ad- 
vanced and again fell back, and. finally lay down behind the crest of 
the hill, and kept up an irregular fire. I got a battery in position: 
which partially enfiladed the Yankee line, and aided materially to 
check its advance. This battery was brought up by my aid, Lieu- 
tenant J. A. Reid, who received a painful wound in the discharge of 
that duty. In the meantime, General R. H. Anderson reported to 
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me with some three or four thousand men as reinforcements to my com- 
mand. I directed him to form immediately behind my men. That 
gallant and accomplished officer was soon wounded, and the command 
devolved upon General Pryor. The Yankee fire had now nearly 
ceased, and but for an unfortunate blunder of Lieutenant Colonel 
Lightfoot, sixth Alabama, no further advance would have been made 
by them. General Rodeshad observed a regiment lying down in his 
rear and not engaged. He says as the fire was now desultory and 
slack, 1 went to the troops referred to and found that they belonged 
to General Pryor's brigade. Their officers stated that they had been 
halted by some body — not General Pryor. Finding General P. in a 
few minutes, and informing him as to their conduct, he immediately 
ordered them forward. Returning towards the biigade, I met Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Lightfoot, sixth Alabama, looking for me. Upon his 
telling we that the right wing of the regiment was exposed to a ter- 
rible enfilade fire, which the enemy was enabled to deliver by their 
gaining somewhat upon Anderson, (General G. B.) I*ordered him to 
hasten back and to throw his right wing back and out of the old road 
referred to. Instead of executing the order, he moved briskly to the 
rear of the regiment, and gave the command, "Sixth Alabama — about, 
face; forward, marrh." Major Hobson, of the fifth, seeing this, 
asked him if the order was intended for the whole brigade; he said, 
"Yes;" and thereupon the fifth and the other troops on their left, re- 
treated. I did not see their retrograde movement until it was too late 
for me to rally them; and for this reason : Just as I was moving on af- 
ter Lightfoot, I heard a shot strike Lieutenant Bemey, (aid) who was 
immediately behind me. "Wheeling around,- I found him falling, and 
that he had been struck in the face. lie found that he could walk 
after I raised him. 1 fallowed him a few paces and watched him till 
he reached a barn, a short distance in the rear, where he first, met 
seme cne to help him in case he needed it. As I turned*' towards the 
brigade, I was struck heavily by a piece of shell on my thigh. At 
first I thought that the wound was seiious; but finding, upon exami- 
nation, that it was slight, I turned towards the brigade, when I dis- 
covered it, without visible cause to me, retreating in confusicn. I 
hastened to intercept it at the Ilagerstown road. I found though, 
that with the exception of a few men from the twenty-sixth, twelfth 
and third, and a few under Major Hobson, of the fifth, not more than 
forty in all, the brigade had disappeared from this portion of the 
field. This small number, together with some Mississippians and 
North Carolinians, alout one hundred and fifty in all, I rallied and 
stationed behind a small ridge leading from the Ilagerst' wn road. 
General G. B. Anderson still nobly held his ground; but the Yankees 
began to pour through the gap made by the retreat of Rodts. An- 
derson himself was mortally wounded, and his brigade was totally 
routed. 

Colonel Bennett, of the fourteenth, and Major Sillers, of the thir- 
tieth North Carolina regiments, rallied a portion of their men. There 
were no troop # s near to bold the centre, except a few hundred rallied 
from various brigades. The Yankees crossed the old r^ad, which wo 
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had occupied in the morning, and occupied acorn-field and orchard in 
advance of it. They had now got within a few hundred yards of the 
hill, which commanded Sharp3burg and our rear. Affairs looked very 
critical. I found a battery concealed in a corn-field, and ordered it 
to move out and open upon the "Yankee columns. This proved to be 
Bryce's South Carolina bittery. It moved out mo3t gallantly, 
although exposed to a terrible direct and reverse fire from the long- 
range Yankee artillery across the Antietam. A caisson exploded, but 
the battery was unlimberod, and, with grape and cannister, drove the 
Yankees back. I was now satibfied that the Yankees were so demor- 
alized that a single regiment of fresh men could drive the whole of them 
in our front across the Antietam. I got up about two hundred men 
who said that they were willing to advance to the attack, if I would 
lead them. We met, however, with a warm reception, and the little 
command was broken and dispersed. Major Hobson and Lieutenant 
Gaff, of fifth Alabama, acquitted themselves handsomely in this 
charge. Colonel Iverson, twentieth North Carolina, Colonel Christie, 
twenty-third North Carolina, Captain Garrett, fifth North Carolina, 
Adjutant Taylor and Lieutenant Pierce, of the same regiment, hai 
gathered up about two hundred men, and I sent them to the right to 
attack the Yankees in flank. They drove them back a short distance ; 
but, in turn, were repulsed. These two attacks, however, had a most 
happy effect. The Yankees were completely deceived by their bold- 
ness, and induced to believe that there was a large force in our centre. 
They made no farther attempt to pierce our centre, except, on a small 
scales hereafter to be mentioned. 

It w r as now about four P. M., and Burnside's corps was massing to 
attack on our right. A heavy column was advancing up* the Boons- 
boro' pike, and I ordered up some two or three hundred men, under 
command of Colonel G. T. Anderson, to the hill already described, 
commanding Sharpahurg. But they were exposed to an enfilade fire, 
from a battery near the church, on the Hagerstown pike, and com- 
pelled to retire to another hill. About thirty men, under Lieutenant 
Colonel Betts, twelfth Alabama, of my division, remained as supports 
to my division batteries, under Jones, Hardaway and Bondurant. 
The Yankee columns were allowed to come within easy range, when a 
sudden storm of grape and cannister drove them back in confusion. 
Betts 1 men must have given them a very hot fire, as Burnside reported 
that he had met three heavy columns on the hill. It is difficult to 
imagine how thirty men could so multiply themselves, as to appear to 
the frightened Yankees to be three heavy columns. On our extreme 
right, however, the Yankees had been more successful. They had 
crossed the Antietam, and were driving our men before them. Our 
forces, (supposed to be A. P. Hill's or D. Ii. Jones'.) had fallen buck 
nearly to the road in rear of Sharpsburg, and the Yankees advanced 
in fiue style to the crests commanding it. A few hundred yards more, 
and our only line of retreat, would be cut off. I called Carter's atten-. 
tion to this imposing force of Yankees, and he opened upon them with: 
three guns, aidpd by two, I think, of the Donaldsonville artillery. 
The firing was beautiful, and the Yankee columns (one thousand two 
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hundred yards distant) were routed by this artillery fire alone, unaided 
by musketry. This is the only instance, I have ever known, of in- 
fantry being broken by artillery fire at long range. It speaks badly 
for the courage of Burnside's men. 

Captain Cartef says : " The n-ext movement of the enemy was to 
advance a heavy column on the extreme right, bearing down on what 
I supposed to have been the right wing of A. P. Hill's division. Our 
troops gave way entirely before the column With three pieces of 
my battery, aided by two of Lieutenant Elliott's, this column was 
shattered and driven back, without the assistance (so far as I know) 
of any infantry whatever. Generals D. H. Hill and Rodes witnessed 
the firing." Our troops advanced, now, on the extreme right, and 
Burnside's whole corps w r as driven back. This virtually closed the 
operations of the day. But a movement of a rather farcical charac- 
ter now took place. General Pryor had gathered quite a respectable 
force hehind a stone wall, on the Hagerstown road, and Colonel G. T. 
Anderson had about a regiment behflid a hill, immediately to the right 
of this road. A Maine regiment, the twenty-first (I think) came 
down to this hill, wholly unconscious that there were any Confederate 
troops near it. A shout and a volley informed them of their danger- 
ous neighborhood. The Yankee apprehension is acute, the idea was 
soon taken in, and was followed by the most rapid running I ever saw. 
The night closed in, with our troops in the centre, about two hundred 
yards in rear of the position held in the morning. We held, however, 
two-thirds of the battle-field, including the ground gained by General 
A. P. Hill on our right. The only ground lost was in the centre, 
where the chief Yankee attack had been made, and where there had 
been the severest fighting and the heaviest loss to both parties. The 
skulkers and cowards had straggled off, and only the bravest and 
truest men of "my division had been left. It is true that hunger and 
exhaustion had nearly unfitted these brave men for battle. Our 
wagons had been sent off across the river on Sunday, and for three 
days the men had been sustaining life on green corn and such cattle 
as they could kill in the fields. In charging through an apple orchard 
at the Yankees, with the immediate prospect of death before them, I 
noticed men eagerly devouring apples. The unparalelled loss of the 
•division shows, that spite of hunger and fatigue, the officers and men 
fought most heroically in the two battles in Maryland. The division 
lost three thousand out of less than nine thousand engaged at Seven 
Pines. Four thousand out of ten thousand in the battles around 
Richmond. But now, the loss was thirty-two hundred and forty-one 
(3,241) in two battles out of less than five thousand engaged ; that is, 
the loss was nearly two-thirds of the entire force. Of these, nine 
hundred and twenty-five (925) are reported missing. Doubtless a 
large number of the missing fell into the hands of the Yankees when 
wounded. But even supposing that none of the missing were killed 
or wounded, still we have twenty-three hundred and sixteen (2,316) 
reported killed and wounded, or nearly one-half of those taken into 
action. Among these was, one brigadier general killed, one mortally 
wounded, and three brigade commanders wounded. Four colonels killed , 
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eight colonels wounded. One lieutenant colonel killed, seven lieu- 
tenant colonels wounded. Two majors killed and two majors wounded. 
There were but thirty-four field officers present in the battles, and 
only nine left when they vvere over. The mortality was equally great 
among company commanders, and several regiments were left under 
command of lieutenants. Still the stubborn spirit of the men was 
not subdued. From fifteen to seventeen hundred were gathered 
together on the morning of the 18th, and placed in a position more 
sheltered than the one occupied the day before, and, I think, would 
have fought with determination if not with enthusiasm, had the Yan- 
kees made an advance Our northern brethren were too much shat- 
tered to renew the contest, and that night we recrossed the* Potomac. 

The battle of Sharpsburg was a success, so far as the failure of the 
Yankees to carry the position they assailed. It would, however, 
have been a glorious victory for us, but for three causes. 1. The 
separation of our forces. Had McLaws and R. H. Anderson been 
there earlier in the morning the battle w T ould not have lasted two 
hours, and would have been signally disastrous to the Yankees. 2. 
The bad handling of our artillery. This could not cope with the 
superior w 7 eight, calibre, range, and number of the Yankee guns. 
Hence it ought only to have been used against masses of infantry. 
On the contrary, our guns were made to reply to the Yankeo guns, 
and were smashedgip or withdrawn before they could be effectually 
turned against massive columns of attack. An artillery duel between 
the Washington v artillery and the Yankee batteries across the Aiv 
tietam, on the 16th, was the most melancholy farce in the war. 3. 
The enormous straggling. The battle was fought with less than thirty 
thousand men. Had all our stragglers been up, McClellan's army 
would have been completely crushed or annihilated. Doubtless, the 
want of shoes, want of food and physical exhaustion had kept many 
brave men from being with the army. But thousands of thieving 
poltroons had kept away from sheer cowardice. The straggler is gen- 
erally a thief and always a coward, lost to all sense of shame; he 
can only be kept in ranks by a strict and sanguinary discipline. 

» 
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Rodes' brigade, 
Ripley's brigade, - 
Garland's brigade, - 
Anderson's brigade, 
Colquitt's brigade, - 
Artillery, 
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In this sad list, we have especially to mourn many distinguished! 
officers. Brigadier General Garland was kijled at South Mountain, 
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the most fearless man I ever knew, a Christian hero, a ripe scholar 
and most accomplished gentleman. Brigadier General G. B. Ander- 
son was mortally wounded at Sharpsburg, a high-toned, honorable, 
conscientious, Christian soldier, highly gifted and lovely in all the 
qualities that adorn a man. Colonel C C. Tew, second North Caro- 
lina regiment was one of the most finished scholars on the continent, 
and had no superior as a soldier in the field. Colonel B. B. Gayle, 
twelfth Alabama, a most. gallant and accomplished ofiicer, was killed 
at South Mountain. Colonel W. P. Barclay • twenty-third Georgia, 
the hero of South Mountain, was killed at Sharpsburg. There, too*, 
fell those gallant Christian soldiers, Colonel Levi B. Smith, twenty - 
seventh Georgia, and Lieutenant Colonel J. M. Newton, of the sixth 
Georgia. The modest and heroic Major Tracy, of the sixth Georgia, 
met there, too, a bloody grave. The lamented Captain Plane, of that 
regiment, deserves speual mention; of him it could be truly said 
that he shrank from no danger, no fatigue and no exposure. Major, 
Robert S. Smith, fourth Georgia, fell, fighting most heroically, at 
Sharpsburg. He had received a military education, and gave promise 
of eminence in his profession. Captain James B. Atwell, twentieth 
North Carolina, deserves to live in the memory of his countrymen 
for almost unsurpassed gallantry. After having greatly distinguished 
himself in the capture of the Yankee battery at South Mountain, he 
fell, heroically fighting, at Sharpsburg. Brigadiex General Ripley 
received a severe wound in the throat, from a minierjall, which would 
have proven fatal, but for passing through his cravat. After his 
wound was dre3sed, he heroically returned to the field, and remained 
to the close of the day with his brigade. Brigadier General Rodes 
received a painful contusion from a shell, but remained with his com- 
mand. Celonel McRae, commanding brigade, was struck in the 
forehead, but gallantly remained on the field. Colonel Bennett, four- 
teenth North Carolina regiment, who had conducted himself most 
nobly throughout, won my special admiration for the heroism he ex- 
hibited, at the moment of receiving what he supposed to be a mortal 
wound. Colonel DeRosset, third North Carolina, received a severe 
wound at Sharpsburg, which, I fear, will forever deprive the South of 
his most valuable services. Colonel I?. M. Parker, thirtieth North 
Carolina, a modest, brave and accomplished officer, was severely 
wounded at Sharpsburg. Colonel J. B. Gordon, sixth Alabama, tho 
Chevalier Bayard of the army, received five wounds at Sharpsburg, 
befofe he would quit the field. The heroic Colonel Fry, thirteenth 
Alabama, and Colonel O'Neal, twenty-sixth Alabama, who had both 
been wounded at Seven Pines, were once more wounded severely at 
Sharpsburg, while nobly doing their .duty. Lieutenant Colonel 
Pickens, twelfth Alabama, $ and Major Redden, twenty- sixth Alabama, 
were both wounded at South Mountain, the former severely. They 
greatly distinguished themselves in that battle. Lieutenant Colonel 
J. M. Lightfoot, sixth Alabama, and Lieutenant Colonel Johnston, 
fourteenth North Carolina, were wounded at Sharpsburg, the latter 
slightly. Major Thurston, third North Carolina, received a painful 
contusion, but did not lea*e the field. Lieutenant Colonel Ruffin, 
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thirteenth North Carolina, remained with his regiment on South 
Mountain, after receiving three painful wounds. Lieutenant Col- 
onel Betts, thirteenth Alabama, was slightly wounded. Lieutenant 
Colonel Zachry, twenty-seventh Georgia, had just recovered from a 
severe wound received before Richmond, to receive a more serious 
one at Sharpsburg. Lieutenant Colonel Best and Major Hugging, 
twenty-third Georgia, gallant and meritorious officers, were severely 
wounded at Sharpsburg. 

It becomes my grateful task to speak in the highest terms of ray 
brigade commanders, two of whom sealed their devotion to their 
country with their lives. Major Ratchford, Major Pierson, chief of 
artillery, and Lieutenant J. A. Rcid, of my staff, were conspicuous 
for their gallantry. Captain Overton, serving temporarily with me, 
was wounded at Sharpsburg, but remained under fire until I urged 
him to leave the field. Captain West and Lieutenant T. J. Moore, 
ordnance officers, discharged faithfully their duty, and rendered im- 
portant service on the field at South Mountain. Major Archer An- 
derson, adjutant, had been wounded in crossing the Potomac, and I 
lost his valuable services in Maryland. Sergeant* Hanneling and 
privates Thomas Jones and Minter, of the couriers, acquitted them* 
selves handsomely. 

Brigadier General Rodes reports, as specially deserving notice for 
their gallantry, Colonel O'Neal and Major Redden, twenty-sixth Ala- 
bama; Colonel J. B Gordon, Lieutenant Colonel Lightfoot, Lieuten- 
ant R. H Larrey, Sergeant J. B. Hancock, sixth Alabama; Major 
E. L. Hobson, Captain T. M. Riley, Lieutenant J. M. Gaff, Sergeant 
A. Swicegood, Color-Corporal Joshua Smith, fif th ^Alabama ; Colonel 
C. A. Battles, Captain E.«S. Ready, (badly wounded,) Lieutenant J. 
J. Lake, (killed,) Lieutenant E. L. Randle, (wounded,) Sergeant N % 
M. Howard, Sergeant William Taylor, Corporal Josiah Ely, Sergeant 
J. W. Ha uxthall, private Joseph Lee, Sergeant Jas. Stewart, Sergeant 
Henry Donnalson, Sergeant George Ellison, and private Hollanquist, 
third Alabama. 

Brigadier General Colquitt reports, in like manner, N. B. Neusan, 
color-sergeant, J. J. Powell, W. W. Glover, H. M. James and N. B. 
Lane, color-guard, sixth Georgia; Corporal John Cooper, Corporal 
Joseph J. Wood, private J. W. Tompkins, privates B. C. La Prade, 
L. B. Lamnah, A. D. Simmons, W. Smith, J. M. Feltman and J. C. 
Penn. Captain Arnold, sixth Georgia regiment, who commanded a 
battalion of skirmishers at South Mountain and Sharpsburg, is enti- 
tled to the highest commendation for his skill and gallantry. Cap- 
tain Garrison, commanding twenty-eighth Georgia, was severely 
woujided at the head of hia regiment. Captain Banning, twenty- 
eighth Georgia regiment, was distinguished for his intrepid coolness, 
fighting in the ranks, with gun in hand, and stimulating his men 
by his w r ords and example. W. R. Johnson and William Goff, twenty- 
eighth Georgia, Sergeant J. L. Moore, privates W. A. Estes, J. S. 
Wingate, W. S. Walker, Isaac Hundley, Thomas Sudler, J. J. Gor- 
don, Simson Williamson, Lieutenant B. A. Bowen, Lieutenant R. S. 
Tomme, Lieutenant L. D. Ford, First Sergeant Herring, Sergeant T. 
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P. W. Bullard, Sergeant j. J. Adams, privates Mosely, McCall, J. M. 
Vause, J. Hutchings, Thomas Argo, J. S. Denniss, W. C. Claybanks. 
Joseph Herron, W. D. Tingle and Corporal J. A. Lee, thirteenth 
Alabama. 

The officers commanding the twenty- seventh and twenty-eighth Geor- 
gia regiments report that it is impossible for them to make distinctions 
where so many acted with distinguished bravery. In the twenty- 
seventh, every commissioned officer, except onje, was killed or wounded 
at Sharpsburg, and this sole survivor was unwilling to discriminate 
among so many brave men. Brigadier General Doles (now command- 
ing Ripley's brigade,) pays a tribute to the memory of Major Robert 
S. Smith, fourth Georgia, and speaks in the most complimentary 
terms of Colonel DeRosset, and Major Thurston, third North Carolina, 
(the former severely, and the latter slightly wounded,) and Captains 
Meares, McNair and Williams, of the same regiment. Lieutenant Col- 
.onel H. A. Brown and Captain J. A. Hannell, acting Major of the first 
North Carolina regiment, are also highly commended. Lieutenant 
Colonel Phil Cook, Captains Willis, De Graffenreid and Lieutenants 
Ilawkens, Bisel, Hulbert, Gay, (wounded,) Stephens, Exell, Snead, 
Cobb, (killed,) Macon, (severely wounded,) " all commended them- 
selves to my special notice.by their gallant and meritorious conduct. ?! 
Captain Rey, commanding forty-fourth Georgia, and Captain Reid, 
Assistant Adjutant General, are equally commended. Assistant 
Surgeon William P. Young, remained on the field after he was 
wounded, caring for the wounded, and fell into the hands of the 
enemy. Privates Thomas S. Cartright, Joseph S. Richardson and 
Henry E. Welch, fourth Georgia, are mentioned with distinction. 
The first named fell with the colors of his regiment in his hand. 
Richardson was wounded. Privates R. Dudley Hill and Thomas J. 
Dinglers, two lads in the forty-fourth Georgia, attracted, in an 
especial manner, the attention of their commander, by their extraor- 
dinary daring. Lieutenant Colonel Brown, of the first North Caro- 
lina regiment, who commanded in both battles in Maryland, says 
that all did their duty in his regiment, and he cannot discriminate. 

The following officers and men, of Garland's brigade, are specially 
commended for their good conduct : Colonels D. R. McRae, Iverson 
and Christie ; Lieutenant Colonels Johnston and Ruffin. The latter 
w T as wounded three times at South Mountain, and exhibited the high- 
est qualities of the officer and soldier. Captains Garret, Robinson, 
Brookfield, Adjutant J. M. Taylor and Lieutenant Peirce, of the 
fifth ; Captain Atwell (killed) and Lieutenant Caldwell, of the 
twentieth, conducted themselves with soldier-like gallantry. Lieu- 
tenants King, Ray, Malone, Duguid, Felton and Sutten, Sergeants 
Riddick, Ingram, Pearce, Johnson and Dennis, privates, Hays, 
Ellis, Campbell, Hillard and Rinsart, of the same regiment, are 
highly commended by their regimental commanders. Sergeant A. 
W. Fullenwider, John W. Glenn, C. W. Bennet and privates E. F. 
Howell and W. C. Watkins, of the twenty-third North Carolina, ex- 
hibited extraordinary coolness and daring. Sergeant Fullenwider 
has been six times wounded during the war, but still lives to perform 
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more heroic deeds. Private David Jones, twentieth North Carolina, 
was specially distinguished as a bold and intelligent scout at South 
Mountain. 

In Anderson's brigade, the field officers present in the battles, Colonel 
Tew, second North Carolina, (killed,) Colonel Grimes, fourth North 
Carolina, Colonel Bennett, (wounded,) and Lieutenant Colonel W. C. 
Johnston, (slightly wounded,) both of the fourteenth North Carolina, 
Colonel Parker, (severely wounded,) and Major Sellers, both of the 
thirtieth North Carolina, are all worthy of the gratitude of their 
country, for gallant and meritorious services. Colonel Grimes was 
disabled by the hick of a horse, from being with his regiment (fourth 
North Carolina) at Sharpsburg, and unfit for duty for months after- 
wards. The fourth .thus lost his valuable services. Tbis gallant regi- 
ment, which has never been surpassed by any troops in the world, for 
gallantry, subordination and propriety, was commanded by tKe horoic 
Captain Marsh, and, after his fall, by the equally heroic Captain 
Latham, who shared the same fate. All the officers of this noble 
regiment, present at Sharpsburg, were killed or wounded. Their 
names deserve to be preserved. Captains Marsh^Latham and Osborne, 
Lieutenants Stansill, Colton, Allen, Parker, Brown, Weaver, Craw- 
ford and Bonner, Sergeants John Troutman and J. W, Shinn, Cor- 
porals J. A. Cowan and H. H. Barnes, and private J. D. Barton,* of 
this regiment, were greatly distinguished for their courage. Private J. 
B. Stinson, of same regiment, acting as courier to General Anderson, 
was wounded in three place at Sharpsburg, and there, as on every other 
battle-field, behaved most nobly. Colonel Bennet, of , the fourteenth 
North Carolina, commends Captains Jones, Freeman, Bell, Debun and 
Weir, Lieutenants Liles, Mitchell, Harney, Shankle, Bevers, Thread- 
gill, Meachem, Sergeants Jenkins, McLester, Corporal Crump, pri- 
vates McGregor, Beasley, Qdell and Morgan. The second North 
Carolina, after the death of the gallant and accomplished Tew, was 
commanded by Captain Roberts, since resigned. The thirtieth North 
Carolina, after the fall of its gallant coronel, was commanded by Ma- 
jor Sillers, a brave and meritorious officer. 

I much regret that the officers of these two regiments have declined 
to present the names of those specially distinguished for coolness and 
courage. The thirteenth North Carolina, under Lieutenant Colonel 
Ruffin, greatly distinguished itself at South Mountain. I regret that 
I have no report from that heroic officer, now absent sick. He often, 
however, spoke of the great gallantry of Sergeant Walter S. William- 
son. 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. H. HILL, 
Major General. 



EE PORT OF MAJOR GENERAL A. P. HILL. 



Headquarters Light Division, > 
Camp Gregg, February 25th, 1863. \ 

Liieutenant Colonel 0. J. Faulkner, A. A, (?., 

Seccnd Army Corps : 

Colonel: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of rny_ division, frpni the crossing of the Rapidan, August 
20th, to the repulse of the enemy at i Castleman's ferry, November 
5th, inclusive : 

The division was composed of the brigades of Generals Branch, 
Gregg, Field, Pender, Archer and Colonel Thomas, with the batteries 
of Braxton, Latham, Crenshaw, Mcintosh, Davidson and Pegram, 
under Lieutenant Colonel L. Walker, chief of artillery. 

The march was without incident of importance, until arriving at 
the ford opposite Warren'ton Springs. The morning after arriving, 
(Sunday, the 24th,) I was directed to occupy the hills crowning this* 
ford. My batteries were placed in eligible positions, the brigades 
being sheltered in rear of them. The enemy planted -a number of 
batteries upon the hills across the river, and about ten, A. M., opened 
a heavy fire upon my batteries, which was continued without inter- 
mission until late in the afternoon. My batteries did not reply to 
this fire, but when their heavy columns of infantry advanced down 
the road towards the Springs, simultaneously the batteries of Brax- 
ton, Latham, Davidson, Mcintosh, and Pegram poured in such a 
storm of shot that the enemy were scattered in the greatest confu- 
sion. Twice was this repeated. My own loss .was but eighteen, that 
of the enemy must have been heavy in comparison. At nightfall, I 
was relieved by Brigadier General Hood, and the next morning com- 
menced the flank niovement to Manassas. A march of thirty-four 
miles was made in two days. 

Wednesday morning, at Manassas Junction, Branch's brigade had 
a saarp encounter with a battery supported by the twelfth Pennsylva- 
nia cavalry. They were soon dispersed. 

Field, Pender, Archer and Thomas were directed to the right 
and towards the railroad bridge, and soon encountered the New 
Jersey brigade of General Taylor. They had just arrived from 
Alexandria, disembarked from the cars, and were forming line of bat- 
tle when they were attacked, and routed completely, General Taylor 
nrcrtally wounded, and two hundred prisoners taken ; the train in 
which thry came, and the railroad bridge were destroyed. That night, 
about twelve o'clock, the depot buildings, with an immense amount of 
commissary stores, and about two miles of loaded freight ears were 
burned, and, at one o'clock, I moved ray division to Centreville. At 
ten, A. M., moved upon the Warrenton pike, towards the stone bridge, 
when I received an order from General Jackson, dated battle-field of 
Manassas, eight, A. M., that " the enemy were in full retreat, and to 
move down to the fords and intercept him." But having just seen 
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two intercepted despatches from Pope to McDowell, ordering the for- 
mation of his line of battle for the next day, on Manassas plains, I 
deemed it best to push on and join General Jackson. That evening, 
(Thursday,) there was a little artillery practice by some of my bat- 
teries on the enemy's infantry. 

Battle of Manassas. 

Friday morning, in accordance with orders from General Jackson, 
I occupied the line of the unfinished railroad, my extreme left resting 
near Dudley's ford, my right near the point where the road strikes 
the open field, Gregg, Field and Thomas in the front line — Gregg on 
the left and Field on the right — with Branch, Pender and Archer as 
supports. My batteries were in the open field in rear of the infantry, 
the nature of my position being such as to preclude the effective use 
of much artillery The evident intention of the enemy this day wag 
to turn our left and overwhelm Jackson's corps before Longstreet 
came up, and, to accomplish this, the most persistent and furious on- 
sets were made, by column after column of infantry, accompanied by 
numerous batteries of artillery. Soon my reserves were all in, and 
up to six o'clock, my division, assisted by the Louisiana brigade of 
General Hays, commanded by Colonel Forno, with an heroic courago 
and obstinacy almost beyond parallel, had met and repulsed six dis- 
tinct and separate assaults, a portion of the time the majority of the 
men being without a cartridge. The reply of the gallant Gregg to a 
message of mine, is worthy of notice, " Tell General Hill that my am- 
munition is exhausted, but that I will hold my position with the bay- 
net." The enemy prepared for a last and determined attempt. Their 
seried masses, overwhelming superioiity of numbers, and bold bear- 
ing, made the chance of victory to tremble in the balance ; my own 
division, exhausted by seven hours' unremitted fighting, hardly one 
round per man remaining, and weakened in all thing3, save its un- 
conquerable spirit. Casting about for help, fortunately it was here 
reported to me that the brigades of Generals Lawton and Early were 
near by, and, sending for them, they promptly moved to my front at 
the most opportune moment, and this last charge met the same disas- 
trous fate that had befallen those preceding. Having received an 
order from General Jackson to endeavor fco avoid a general engage- 
ment, my commanders of brigades contented themselves with repuls- 
ing the ei.emy, and following them up but a few hundred yards. 

During the night of the 29th, my brigades were engaged in refill- 
ing cartridge-boxes, and generally putting themselves in condition for 
the morrow's fight, 

Brigidier General Field was severely wounded, and I regret that 
his invaluable assistance was, in consequence, lost to me during the 
balance of the campaign. His gallant bearing and soldierly qualities 
gave him unbounded influence over his men, and they were ever ready 
to follow where he led; The command of his brigade devolved upon 
Colonel Brockenbrough, of the fortieth Virginia. 

The gallant Forno was also stricken down, with, as was supposed at 
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the time, a mortal wound. Colonel Strong succeeded to his com- 
mand. 

General Pender was knocked down by a shell, but, as once before, 
refused to leave the fi'dd. 

Archer's horse was killed under him. Branch, Pender, Brocken- 
brough and Strong were brought from the front and placed in reserve. 

*On the 30th, about two o'clock, the enemy again made an attack 
alonge our whole line. The attack on my part of the line was gal- 
lantly resisted by Archer and Thomas*— Gregg still holding the 
extreme left. Tlys onset was so fierce, and in such force, that at first 
some headway was made, but throwing in Pender and Brockenbrough, 
their advance was again checked, and eventually repulsed with great 
loss. Later in the evening, I sent a message to General Jackson that 
I had ordered my whole line to advance, and it was approved, and he 
directed me to advance in echelon of brigades. This order was 
promptly carried out; Pender, Archer, Thomas and Branch steadily ad- 
vancing. Branch-on the extreme left, thrown considerably back, met 
no resistance, and Brockenbrough. or* the extreme right, being separated 
from his own divison by one or two of Taliaferro's brigades, advanced 
in conjunction with them. Gregg and Strong were held back to meet 
a threatened movement on my left. The three brigades of Pender, 
Archer and Thomas, however, held together, and drove everything 
.before them, capturing two batteries, many prisoners, and resting that 
night on Bull Ilun; and the ground thus won, was occupied that 
night. These brigades had penetrated so far within the enemy's 
lines, that Captain Ashe, A. A. G. to General Pender, was taken 
prisoner that night, returning from my headquarters to his own brig- 
ade. 

The batteries of Braxton, Pegram, Mcintosh and Crenshaw were gal- 
lantly served during this fight, and did yeoman's service. The battle 
being thus gloriously won, my men slept among the dead and dyidg 
enemy. 

My loss was one hundred and ninety-nine killed, thirteen hundred 
and eight wounded; total, fifteen hundied and seven, of which Gregg's 
brigade lost six hundred and nineteen. 

The brave Colonels Marshall, of South Carolina, and Forbes of 
Tennessee, were killed ; Lieutenant Colonel Leadbetter, of South 
Carolina, also met a soldier's death. Colonels Barnes, Edwards and 
McGowan, Lieutenant Colonels McCorkle, Farron and McCready, and 
Major Brockman, of Gregg's brigade, were wounded. 

The stubborn tenacity with which Gregg's brigade held its position 
this day, is worthy of highest commendation. 

Ox Hill. 

# Monday evening, September 1st, the divisions arrived near Ger- 
mantown, on the Little river turnpike, and it was understood the en- 
emy were in force, in a strong position, known a9 Ox Hill, and 
prepared to dispute our further passage. By direction of General 
Jackson, I sent forward the brigades of Branch and Brockenbrough 



127 



to feel and engage the enemy. Thi3 battle commenced under the 
most unfavorable circumstances, a heavy, blinding rain-storm directly 
in the faces of my men. These two brigades gallantly engaged the 
enemy, Branch being exposed to a very heavy fire in front and in his 
flank. Gregg, Pender, Thomas and Archer were successively thrown 
in. The enemy obstinataly contested the ground, and it was not 
until the Federal Generals Kearney and Stevens had fallen in front 
of Thomas' brigade, that they were driven from the ground. They 
did not, however, retire far, until later during the night, when they 
entirely disappeared. The brunt of this fight was borne by Branch, 
Gregg and Pender. Colonel Riddick and Lieutenant Colonel Miller, 
of Pender's brigade, were mortally wounded, and Captain Stone, 
commanding sixteenth North Carolina, and Major Rivers, of Thomas' 
brigade, severely so. 

My loss was thirty-nine killed and two hundred and sixty-seven 
wounded; total, three hundred and six. 

On the 5th September, the division crossed into Maryland, near 
Leesburg, and, on the 11th, recrossed into Virginia at Williamsport, 
advanced upon Martinsburg, skirmishing with the enemy's pickets, 
entered the town on the 12th, and caused General White with «omo 
three thousand* men, to fall back* upon Harper's Ferry. A large 
quantity of commissary and quartermaster stores were taken at Mar- 
tinsburg. 

Saturday, the 13th, arrived at Harper's Ferry, my division being 
in advance. 

On Sunday afternoon, the necessary signals from the Loudon and 
Maryland Heights having notified us that all was ready, I was or- 
dered by General Jackson " to move along the left bank of the She- 
nandoah, and thus turn the enemy's left flank, and enter Harper's 
Ferry." The enemy occupied a ridge of hills known as Bolivar 
Heights, extending from the Potomac to the Shenandoah, naturally 
strong, but rendered very formidable by extensive earthworks. Hav- 
ing first shelled the woods over which my route lay, I moved obliquely 
to my right until I struck the Shenandoah. Moving down the She- 
nandoah, I discovered an eminence*crowning the extreme left of the 
enemy's line, bare of all earthworks, the only obstacles being abattis 
of fallen timber. The enemy occupied this hill with infantry, but 
no artillery. Branch and Gregg were ordered to continue the march 
along the river, and during the night to take advantage of the ravine®, 
cutting the precipitous banks of the river, and establish themselves 
on the plain to the left and rear of the enemy's works. Pender, Archer 
and Brockenbrough were directed to gain the crest of the hill before 
mentioned ; Thomas followed as a reserve. The execution of this 
movement was entrusted to General Pender, his own brigade being 
commanded by Colonel Brewer. This was accomplished with but 
slight resistance, and the fate of Harper's Ferry was sealed. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Walker was directed to bring up his guns, and estab- 
lish them in the position thus gained. This was done^during the 
night, by tho indomitable resolution and energy of Colonel Walker 
and his adjutant, Lieutenant Chamberlaine, ably seconded by the cap- 
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tains of batteries. Generals Branch and Gregg, had also gained the 
position desired, and daybreak found them in rear of the enemy^s line 
of defence. General Pender, with Thomas in support, moved his 
brigades to within one hundred and fifty yards of the works, 
and were sheltered as much as possible from the fire of the enemy. 
At dawn, Lieutenant Colonel Walker opened a rapid enfilade fire from 
all bis batteries, at about one thousand yards' range. The enemy re- 
plied vigorously. In an hour, the enemy's fire seeming to be pretty 
well silenced, the batteries were ordered to* cease, and this was tho 
signal for storming the works. General Pender had commenced his 
advance, when the enemy again opening, Pegram and Crenshaw were 
run forward to wiihin four hundred yards, and quickly coming into 
battery, poured in a damaging fire. The enemy now displayed the 
white flag, and Lieutenant Chamberhine was sent in to know if they 
surrendered. This was soon ascertained to be the fact, and the gar- 
rison, &c. was surrendered by General White, Colonel D. S" Miles, 
the commanding officer, having been mortally wounded. By direc- 
tion of General Jackson, I granted General White the most liberal 
terms, and regret to report that this magnanim.ity was not appreciated 
by the enemy, as the wagons which were loaned to carry off the pri- 
vate baggage of officers wer6 net returned * for nearly two 
months, and not until repeated calls had been made for them. 
When I entered the works of the enemy, which was only a few 
moments after the white flag had been shown, there was apparently 
no organization of any kind — that had ceased to exist. The fruits of 
this victory were eleven thousand prisoners, about twelve thousand 
stand of arms, seventy pieces of artillery, harness and hcrses, a large 
number of wagons, commissary, quartermaster and ordnance stored. 
My loss was three killed and sixty-§ix wounded. 

Sharpsburg. 

By direction of General Jackson, I remained at Harper's Ferry 
until the morning of the 17th, when, at half past six, A. M., I re- 
ceived an order from General Lee to move to Sharpsburg. Leaving 
Thomas with his brigade to complete the removal of the captured 
property, my division was put in motion half past seven, A. M. The 
head of my column arrived upon the battle-field of Sharpsburg, a .'dis- 
tance of seventeen miles, at half-past two, and, reporting in person 
to General Lee, he directed me to take position on our right. Brig- 
adier General D. It. Jones, commanding on our right, gave me such 
information as my ignorance of the ground made necessary. My 
troops were rapidly thrown into position — Pender and Brockenbrough 
on the extreme right, looking to a road which crossed the Anteitam, 
near its mouth, and Branch, Gregg and Archer, extending to the left 
and connecting with D. It. Jones' division. Mcintosh's battery had 
been pent forward to strengthen Jones' right, weakened by troops 
withdrawn to our left and centre. Braxton's battery, commanded by 
Lieutenant Marye, (Captain Braxton acting as chief of artillery) was 
placed upon a commanding point on Gregg's right, and Crenshaw and 
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Pegrarn on a hill to my left, which gave them a wide field of fire. 
My troops, were not in a moment too soon. The enemy had already 
.advanced in three lines, had broken through Jones' division, cap- 
tured Mcintosh's battery, and were in the full tide of success. With 
a yell of defiance, Archer charged them, retook Mcintosh's guns, 
and drove them back pell mell. Branch and Gregg, with their old 
veterans, sternly held their ground, and pouring in destructive vol- 
leys, the tide of the ememy surged back, and breaking in confusion, 
passed out of sight. During this attack, Pender's brigade was moved 
from my right to the centre, but the enemy were driven back without 
actively engaging his brigade. The three brigades of my division 
actively engaged did not number over two thousand men, and these, 
with the help of my splendid batteries, drove back Burnside's corps 
of fifteen thousand men. 

The Confederacy has to mourn the loss of a gallant soldier and ac- 
complished gentleman, who fell in this battle, at the head of his brig- 
ade^ Brigadier General L. O'B. Branch, of Jsorth Carolina. He was 
my senior brigadier, and one to whom I could have entrusted the 
command of the division with all confidence. 

General Gregg, of South Carolina-, was wounded, and the brave 
Colonel Barnes mortally so. My gallant Captain Pregram, of the 
artillery, was also wounded, for the first time. 

My loss was sixty- three killed and two hundred and eighty-three 
wounded. Total, three hundred and forty-six. 

We lay upon the field of battle that night, and until the next night 
at one o'clock, when my division was silently withdrawn, and, as di- 
rected by General Lee, covered the retirement of our army. My di- 
vision crossed the Potomac, into Virginia, about ten,* A. M., the 
next morning, every wagon an 1 piece of artillery having been safely 
put on the Virginia shore. I bivouacked that night, 19th, about five 
miles from Shepherdstown. 

Shepherdstown. 

On the morning of the 20th, at half-past six, I was directed by 
General Jackson to take my division and drive across the river some 
brigades of the enemy, who had crossed during the night, driven off 
General Pendleton's artillery, capturing four pieces, and were making 
preparations to hold their position. Arriving opposite Boteler's ford, 
and about half mile therefrom, I formed my line of battle in two 
lines — the first, the brigades of Pender, Gregg and Thomas, under 
command of General Gregg, and the second, Lane, (Branch's brig- 
ade) Archer and Brockenbough, under the command of General 
Archer. 

The enemy had lined the opposite hills with some seventy pieces 
of artillery, and the infantry, who had crossed, lined the crest of the 
high banks on the Virginia shore. My lines advanced simultaneously, 
and soon encountered the enemy. This advance was made in jthe face 
of the most tremendous fire of artillery I ever saw, and too much 
praise cannot be awarded my regiment for their steady, unwavering 
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step. It was as if each man felt that the fate of the army wa# 
centred in himself. The infantry opposition in front of Gregg's 
centre and right was but trifling, and soon brushed away. The en- 
emy, however, massed in front of Pender, and extending, endeav- 
ored to turn his left. General Pender became hotly engaged, and 
informing Archer of his danger, he (Archer) moved by the left flank, 
and forming on Pender's left, a simultaneous, daring charge was 
made, and the enemy driven pell mell into the river. Then com- 
menced the most terrible slaughter that this war has yet witnessed. 
The broad surface of the Potomac was blue with the floating bodies 
of our foe. But few escaped to tell the tale. By their own account 
they lost three thousand men killed and drowned from one brigade 
alone. Some two hundred prisoners were taken. 

My own loss was, thirty killed, and two hundred and thirty-one 
wounded. Total, two hundred and sixty-one. 

This was a wholesome lesson to the enemy, and taught them to 
know that it may be dangerous sometimes to press a retreating arjpay. 

In this battle I did not use a piece of artillery. My division per- 
formed its share in the destruction of the Baltimore and Ohicy rail- 
road, and about the 1st November, took position at Castleman's 
Ferry, near Snicker's Gap. November 5th, Archer's and Thomas' 
brigades being on picket at the ferry with Pegram's and Latham's 
batteries, the enemy made an attempt to cross the river, but were 
handsomely repulsed by the nineteenth Georgia, and the batteries, 
with a loss of two hundred men. 

During this campaign, the especial good conduct of Colonels 
Brewer, Mallory, Folsom and Major C. C. Cole, deserves mention. 
Captain Wright, of Georgia, commanding my escort, was invaluable 
to me, and proved himself a cool, clear-headed fighter. 

My thanks are due my staff for their hearty co-operation and in- 
telligent transmission of my orders under a fire frequently uncom- 
fortably hot; Major R. C. Morgan, assistant adjutant general; 
Major Wingate, Captain R. II. Adams, signal officers; Lieutenant 
Murray Taylor, aid-de-camp, and Lieutenant Camfield, of my escort. 

My loss during this series of battles, was, three hundred and forty- 
eight killed, two thousand two hundred and nine wounded. Total, 
two thousand five hundred and fifty-seven. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. P. HILL, 
Major General commanding Light Division. 
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GENERAL SUMMARY OF KILLED AND WOUNDED in 
the Division of Major General A. P. Hill. 



Date of Battlis. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Total Killed 

And Wounded. 


Brig. Gen'la. 


| Colonels. 


| Lt Colonels. 
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| Lieutenants. 
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JREPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL STUART OF OPERA- 
TIONS FROM THE ADVANCE OF THE ARMY TILL IT 
REACHED THE RAPPAHANNOCK. 



Headquarters Cavalry Division, ) 
Army of Northren Virginia^ February 5, 1863. ) 

Brigadier General R. II. Chilton, 

Assistant Adft and Inspector General, Army of Northern Va. : 

General : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of my command during the period of the army's advance 
to the Rappahannock, in August last : 

My command, at that time, consisted of Hampton's brigade, left on 
observation on the Charles City border, where the enemy's demonstra- 
tions left us in some doubt about his intentions; Fitz Lee's brigade at 
Hanover Court-House, (where also were my headquarters,) and a bat- 
tery of horse artillery to each. On the 1 6th of August, 1862, in pur- 
suance of the commanding General's (R. E. Lee) secret instructions, I 
put this brigade on the march for the vicinity of Raccoon ford, near 
which point the army under his command was rapidly concentrating. 
-General Fitzhugh Lee was directed by me to proceed the next day 
•from near Davenport's bridge, opposite Beaver Dam, across to the 
vicinity of Raccoon ford, where I promised to join him on that 
evening, (17th.) I proceeded, on the cars, directly to the command- 
ing General, whom I found near Orange Court-IIouse. My command 
■was now augmented by the addition of another brigade, Robertson's, 
and it was intended to concentrate the bulk of this force near Rac- 
coon ford, cross and attack the enemy's communications in rear of 
Culpeper Court-House, simultaneously with a blow by the main body 
in front. I rode down to Verdiersville, a point on the plank road, 
opposite Raccoon ford, where I expected confidently to meet Lee's 
brigade that evening. I found no one there, except the few inhabit- 
ants, who had heard nothing of the brigade. It was night ; but as it 
was highly important to communicate with Lee's brigade, with a view 
to crossing the next day, I sent my Adjutant General, Major Fitz- 
hugh, on the road on which {General F. Lee was to have marched, to 
look for him, remaining, myself, at Verdiersville. At early dawn, next 
morning, I was aroused from the porch where I lay, by the noise of 
horsemen and wagons, and walking out bareheaded to the fence near 
by, found that they were coming from the very direction indicated for 
^General F. Lee. I was not left long in this delusion, however, for 
two officers, Captain Mobby and Lieutenant Gibson, whom I sent to 
ascertain the truth, were fired upon and rapidly pursued. I had 
"barely time to leap upon my horse, just as I was, and, with Major 
Von Borcke and Lieutenant Dabney, of my staff, escaped by leaping 
a high fence. The major, who took the road, was fired at as long as 
in sight, but none of us were hurt. There was no assistance for ten 
miles. Having stopped at the nearest woods, I observed the party 
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approach and leave in great haste, but not without my hat and the 
cloak which had formed my bed. Major Fitzhugh, in his searches 
for General Lee, vvas caught by this party, and borne off as a prisoner 
cf war. General Lee's brigade did not arrive till the night of the 
18th, a day behind time. Not appreciating the necessity of punc- 
tuality in this instance, he changed his course after leaving me, and 
turned back by Louisa Court-House, following his wagons, which I 
had directed him to send by that point for provisions, &c. By this 
failure to comply with instructions, not only the movement of the- 
cavalry across the Rapidan was postponed a day, but a fine opportu- 
nity lost to overhaul a body of the enemy's cavalry on a predatory 
excursion far beyond their lines. By the great detour made by this 
brigade it was not in condition to move on the 19th upon a forced 
march to the enemy's rear; but, in accordance with instructions from 
the commanding General, a copy of which, marked A, accompanies 
thi3 report, the 19th was devoted to rest and preparation, moving 
down for bivouac near Mitchell's ford late in the evening. During 
the day the order of battle, marked 0, and subsequent instructions, 
marked B, were received from the commanding General, from which, 
$ it seemed, the enemy had escaped attack. At moonrise, on the 20th, 
about four A. M., General Lee's and Robertson's brigades were moved' 
across the Rapidan at two adjacent fords, and pushed rapidly forward— 
Xee's diuectly by Madden, in pursuit of the enemy in the direction of 
Kelley's and Ely's fords, on the Rappahannock, and Robertson's,, 
which I act o pp inied, via Stevensburg, (a village four miles east of 
Culpeper Court-House,) towards Brandy Station. Brigadier General 
Fitzhugh Lee, whose written report has not been furnished, found 
the enemy's rear near Kelley's fori, and, by vigorous attack, secured 
several prisoners and a cavalry color. One of Robertson's regiments, , 
with the artillery of his brigade, had been, by my direction, left on 
the upper Rapidan. Colonel T. T. Munford, who commanded that regi- 
ment, was ordered to keep on the left of Jackson's wing and keep pace 
with i£s movements. Robertson's brigade encountered the enemy 
first, between Stevensburg and Brandy, the immense dust raised pre- 
venting our movement being conducted with secrecy. Colonel Wm. 
E. Jones, (7th Virginia cavalry,) being in advance, captured a party 
of the enemy's cavalry, but vvas kept at bay for some time by the 
enemy occupying. a wood near Brandy; but having received a fresh 
supply of ammunition, pushed boldly forward this regiment by the 
road. General Robertson, with his main body, sixth, twelfth and 
seventeenth Virginia cavalry, keeping, by my direction, to the left, so 
as to sweep across the open country towards Barbour's, and flank the 
enemy's position. The enemy's force engaging us appeared to be 
cavalry only, and gave way gradually along the road towards Rappa- 
hannock Station ; but, about midway between Brandy and Rappahan- 
nock, made a determined stand, in solid column of squadrons, on the 
ridge, with skirmishers, mounted, deployed to the front, with which 
Jones soon became engaged with unequal force. I knew the country 
to be too much intersected by ditches to render operations free, and 
considered it necessary, therefore, to advance along the road. Rob- 
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ertson, who was now sent for in haste to support his advance regi- 
ment, was found to have mistaken the direction, and borne too much 
to the left ; but, as the enemy did not profit by this mishap, nothing 
was lost by the delay, and the remaining regiments were hurled in 
rapid succession, in column of fours, upon the enemy's main body. 
It was perfectly plain that the enemy's force was superior in numbers 
to ours; but as Pope had evidently, with hisjnain body, reached the 
other side of the Rappahannock, it was not probable, therefore, that 
a fierce onset of such cavalry as ours — animated by such incentives 
and aspirations — could be withstood, and sure enough, before the 
clash of their sabres could make havoc in his ranks, he turned in 
flight, and took refuge close to the river, under the protection of his 
batteries planted beyond the river. Our squadrons rapidly reformed 
for a renewal of the fight; but having no artillery yet up, the ground 
was such that cavalry alone could not have attacked the enemy under 
such protection without sacrifice inadequate to the risk. General 
Fitzhugh Lee's brigade was sent for to reinforce Robertson as soon 
as the enemy was found in force here. It arrived just at this time 
with Pelham's battery of horse artillery, but the enemy had safely 
passed the ford before a battery could be placed to interfere with hisg? 
progress, and, there being now no enemy south of the Rappahannock, 
except those in our hands, the remainder of the day was devoted to 
rest. The advance of Jackson reached the vicinity of Brandy that 
night. I kept the commanding General notified of my whereabouts 
and the enemy's movements during the day. In the meantime, Mun- 
ford had advanced to Culpeper, where he found a number of prisoners. 
In the action at Brandy Station, our troops behaved in a manner highly 
creditable, and Colonel Jones, whose regiment so long bore the brunt 
of the fight, behaved with marked courage and determination. I 
regret his report has not yet been furnished. The enemy, occupying 
woods and hedge-roads, with dismounted men, armed with long-range 
carbines, were repeatedly dislodged by his bold onslaughts, while 
Flournoy and Harman nobly supported the seventh in the critical 
moment, when confronted by two brigades of the enemy's cavalry. 
General Robertson had cause to be proud of the command which his 
superior discipline, organization and diill had brought to the stability 
of veterans. Major Heros Von Borcke, my Adjutant General, was 
conspicuous in the charge, and led an important flank attack at the 
critical moment of the engagement. While that brave soldier and ven- 
erable patriot, animated with the fires of youth, Captain Redmond 
Burke, while among the foremost in the fierce onset, received a severe 
wound in the leg, disabling him for some time from active duty. 
Brigadier General Robertson's report accompanies this, and will give 
some interesting information, (marked D.) He reports a loss of three 
killed and thirteen wounded, while the enemy left several more dead 
*on the field, and sixty-four were taken prisoners, wounded included, 
and several commissioned officers, together with their arms and equip- 
ments, and a number of cavalry horses. Thus ended the operations 
of the 20th August, the enemy's operations having materially modified 
the original plan. During the night, outposts were kept up by the 
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cavalry along the entire front. It was ascertained, by my command 
during the day, that Burnside had effected a junction with Pope 
before the retreat, and that the enemy had crossed principally at Kelly's 
ford and Rappahannock Station ford, (the main body of his cavalry 
crossing at the latter place,) and that the retreat began the night pre- 
vious, the wagon trains having been sent off early in the day, corrobo- 
rating the conclusions arrived at by the commanding General, on 
Clark's mountain. Accompanying this report -will also be found a 
map of the country traversed in the operations described, drawn by 
Captain Blackford, my topographical engineer. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. E. B. STUART, 
Major General commanding Cavalry. 



REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL STUART OF OPERATIONS 
FROM AUGUST 21st, 1862, TO EXPEDITION TO CAT- 
LETT'S STATION. 



Headquarters Cavalry Division A. N. V., > 
February 23, 1863. J 

Brigadier General R. H. Chilton, 

Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General A. N. V. : 

General : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of mj command with the Army of Northern Virginia, 
continuing the series from the morniDg of the 21st August, when the 
amy was near Brandy Station, with my command in front along the 
Rappahannock, until its return to the south side of that: river from a 
successful expedition to the enemy's rear at Catlett's Station : 

In my last report I committed an error in saying that Lee's brigade 
joined me at Brandy Station on 20th August, only two regiments of 
that brigade, first and fifth Virginia cavalry, did so, under command 
of Colonel T. L. Rosser, fifth Virginia cavalry. Brigadier General 
Lee with the remainder continued in observation of the enemy at 
Kelly's and below. 

In pursuance of the plan of the commanding General, I directed 
Colonel Rosser to move, at daylight, with his command for Beverly or 
Cunningham's fovd, as advance guard to the army, to seize the oppo- 
site bank by a sudden attack, and hold as much of the country beyond 
as possible. This duty was nobly performed, and by the time I 
reached the spot, Colonel Rosser had accomplished the object, cap- 
turing a numb3r of prisoners, fifty excellent muskets, stacked, 
(his sadden dash having frightened the enemy away from their 
arms) and held enough of the bank beyond to make a crossing by our 
infantry practicable. All this was promptly reported to General Jack- 
son, who supplied me with two pieces of artillery, which were ad- 
vantageously posted, under my immediate direction, beyond. 

For some reason the army did not follow, and our small force of 
cavalry and this section of artillery sustained an unequal contest for 
a greater part of the day with artillery, infantry, and cavalry, during 
which a brilliant charge, as foragers, was made by Colonel Rossers 
cavalry, dispersing, capturing and killing a number of the enemy, 
but losing one captured, whose bravery and heroism led him too far. 
I refer to Captain John Ells, fifth Virginia cavalry. The daring of 
Colonel Rosser's command excited the unreserved praise of the enemy. 

Late in the afternoon, as it appeared that a crossing of the main 
body would not be attempted by us, I deemed a prolongation of this 
resistance objectless, which reason was rendered stronger by the fact 
that Brigadier General Robertson, whose brigade had, by my direction, 
crossed above and penetrated towards the immediate front, reported 
the enemy moving with heavj force upon my position and close at 
hand. I therefore withdrew to the south bank. Brigadier General 
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Robertson, also recrossing the Rappahannock proper above, and rest- 
ing for the night in the fofk of the two streams. That evening, too, 
Brigadier General Lee, with the remaider of his brigade, came up, 
except the third Virginia cavalry, loft below on Longstreet's flank 
and rear. On the 22d of August, I moved early to Freeman's ford t 
on the Rappahannock river, where I had a picket the night pre- 
vious, to carry out instructions by effecting a crossing, if possible. 
The ford was commanded by the enemy's artillery and infantry, and 
four pieces of the Stuart horse artillery, under Captain Pelhara, tried 
in vain to silence the enemy's guns. Having advantage in position, 
he handled the enemy severely, though suffering casualties in his own 
battery. While this cannonading was going cn, General Jackson's 
column passed just in my rear, going higher up, and I received a note 
from the commanding General, that my proposition to strike, with 
cavalry, the enemy's rear, was approved, and at ten, A. M., I, started 
to the execution of the plan, with the main portion of Robertson's 
brigade, except the seventh Virginia cavalry, (Jones',) and Lee's 
brigade, except the third Virginia cavalry — say about fifteen hundred 
men, and two pieces of artillery. Proceeling through the village of 
Jefferson, part of the command crossed the Rappahannock at Water- 
loo bridge, and the remainder at Hart's mill, a few miles below, and 
took the direct road to Warrenton. Reaching that place in the after- 
noon, I halted to close up and obtain information. Ko force of the 
enemy had been here for days. From this point I directed my march 
to the rear of Cedar creek, with the view T to destroy the railroad 
bridge over it, near Catlctt's Station, and the telegraph line, and thus 
cut the enemy's line of communication. I had not proceeded far be- 
fore a terrific storm set in, which was a sericus obstacle to the 
progress of artillery, and gave indications of continuing for a 
sufficient time to render the streams on mv return impassable. Lee's 
brigade was in advance, and the artillery being entrusted to one of 
Robertson's regiments, (twelfth Virginia cavalry,) the head of the 
column pushed on by the village of Auburn, reaching the immediate vi- 
cinity of Catlett's after dark. Rosser, being again in front, by his good 
address and consummate skill, captured the picket, and we soon found 
ourselves in the midst of the enemy's encampments ; but the d irkest 
night I ever knew. Fortunately, we captured, at this moment,, so 
critical, a negro who had kno vn me in Berkeley, and who, recogniz- 
ing me, informed me of the location of General Pope's staff, b;igg3ge, 
horses, &c , and offered to guide me to the spot. After a brief con- 
sultation, it was determined to accept the negro's proposition, as 
whatever was to be done had to be done quickly, and Brigadier Gen- 
eral Fitz. Lee selected Colonel W. II. F. Lee's regiment for the work. 
The latter led his command' boldly to within a lew feet of the tents 
occupied by the convivial staff cf General Pope, and charged the 
camp, capturing a large number of prisoners, particularly officers, 
securing public property to a fabulous amount. While this was go- 
ing on, the first and fifth Virginia cavalry w?resent to attack another 
camp beyond the railroad and obstruct the latter. This was gallantly 
done under the dashing lead of Colonels Rosser and linen, over 
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ground exceedingly difficult, crossing a heavy filling of the railroad, 
with ditches each side, amid darkness and 3, perfect torrent of rain. 
The lights here were extinguished at the first pistol shot, and the only 
light left to guide was the flash of the enemy's guns from the wagons, 
in which they took speedy refuge. It will readily be perceived that 
under such circumstances successful attack by a charge, mounted, was 
impossible, and its further prosecution was deferred for the accom- 
plishment of what was the great object of th« expedition, the destruc- 
tion of the Cedar Run railroad bridge. 

Capt. Blackford, with a picket party, set about this arduous under- 
taking, but owing to the fact that everything was saturated with water, 
ignition was impossible. Axes were looked up in the darkness with 
great difficulty, and the energetic and thorough-going Wickham was 
sent, with his regiment, (fourth Virginia cavalry,) to effect its de- 
struction by cutting it down, and finally Brigadier General Lee went 
in person to superintend it, but the difficulties were insuperable, for 
the enemy on the other side of the stream, where a cliff afforded ex- 
cellent protection, were already firing upon our men, who, in this rain 
which had greatly swollen the stream, met difficulty at every step. It 
was formed of double trestle-work superposed, which rendered de- 
struction difficult and repair easy. The commanding General will, I 
am sure, appreciate how hard it was to desist from the undertaking, 
but to any one on the spot there could be but one opinion — its impos- 
sibility — I gave it up. While these attempts were going on, other 
portions of the command were securing horses and other valuable 
property from the enemy's camp in our possession, and conducting 
the large numbers of prisoners to the rear. The enemy collected, 
after their first stampede, enough to fire a volley into the burning 
camp, but without injury. Brigadier General Robertson's command 
was held in reserve, of which the twelfth regiment had not yet ar- 
rived, being detained by the artillery. The streams — Cedar Run and 
Rappahannock — were in my rear, and the former was reported already 
swimming, and the rain still continued. This cavalry had had a long 
march without intermission, and being the greater part of the cavalry 
of the army, its return without delay was necesary. These consid- 
erations determined me to leave before daylight with what had been 
accomplished. I accordingly retired by the same route. As day 
dawned 1 found, among the great number of prisoners, Pope's field 
quartermaster, Major Goulding, and ascertained that the chief quar- 
termaster arid Pope's aid-de-camp, (Colonel L. H. Marshall,.) nar- 
rowly escaped the same fate. The men of the command had secured 
Pope's uniform, his horses and equipments, money chests, ondagreat 
variety of uniforms and personal baggage, but what was of peculiar 
value was the despatch book of General Pope, which contained infor- 
mation of great importance to us, throwing light upon the strength, 
movements and designs of the enemy, and disclosing General Pope's 
own views against his ability to defend the line of the Rappahannock. 
These and many others, to which it is needless now to refer, were 
trammitted to the commanding General at the time, and no copies 
were kept by me. 
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The number of the enemy's killed we had no means of ascertaining. 
Our own loss in killed, wounded and missing was slight — a- circum- 
stance affording peculiar reason for congratulation under the extra- 
ordinary circumstances surrounding the enterprise. Over three 
hundred prisoners, of whom a large number were officers, were 
marched safely within our lines at Warrenton Springs, on the 23d 
of August, where General Jackson was found constructing a bridge. 
My command remained that night on the north bank in bivouac, and 
the next day recrossed to the south bank, General Jackson's crossing 
at that point having been abandoned. During the 23d, some severe 
skirmishing with artillery took place, in which the second Virginia 
cavalry, Colonel Munford, (Robertson's brigade,) suffered to some ex- 
tent. The brigades, after recrossing the Rappahannock, took posi- 
tion between Jefferson and Amissville, the main portion of the army 
being now between the two rivers. 

I feel bound to accord to the officers and men, collectively, engaged 
in this Expedition, unqualified praise for their good conduct, under 
circumstances where their discipline, fortitude, endurance, and 
bravery stood such an extraordinary test. The horseman, who, at his 
officers' bidding, without questioning, leaps into unexplored darkness, 
knowing nothing except that there is certain danger ahead, possesses 
the highest attribute of the patriot-soldrier. It is a great source of 
pride to me to command a division of such men. I append a map, 
containing that portion of the country embraced in this report drawn 
by Captain W. W. Blackford, corps of engineers. I am greatly in- 
debted to my staff for valuable services rendered. They were, with- 
out exception, prompt and indefatigable. Subsequent events have 
shown what a demoralizing effect the success of this expedition had 
upon the army of the enemy — shaking their confidence in a general 
who had scorned the enterprise and ridiculed the courage of his ad- 
versaries, and it compelled him to look to his communications and 
make heavy detachments from his main body to protect them. It in- 
flicted a motifying disaster upon the General himself in the loss of 
his personal baggage and part of his staff. 

Appended will be found a list of casualties. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. E. B. STUART, 
Major General commanding. 



MEMORANDA OF OPERATIONS OF MAJOR GENERAL J. 
E. B. STUART, SECOND BATTLE OF MANASSAS, OR 
GROVETON. 

Tuesday, August 26, 1862 — General Stuart overto6k General 
Jackson at Gainesville, at four o'clock, P. M., and that night Bristol 
Station was attacked, General Stuart keeping on General Jackson's 
right flank, between him and Warrenton Junction. 

Night of Tuesday, August 26, 1862. — General Stuart took General 
Trimble's brigade of infantry and a part of his cavalry, and went 
from Bristoe to Manassas Depot/ 

Wednesday, August 27 — General Stuart made an attack on Manas- 
sas Depot at daylight, and captured eight pieces of artillery, with 
horses, harness, all complete, and immense stores of all kinds. Gen- 
eral Jackson, and part of his command, came up at noon, ^twelve, 
M.,) of that day, and fought Taylor's (Federal) brigade coming from 
the direction of Union Mills, in which fight General Taylor (Fede- 
ral) was mortally wounded. In the meantitm, General Ewell was at- 
tacked at Bristoe Station, and towards night, retired upon Manassas, 
Colonel Rosser protecting his (EwelFs) right flank, and bringing up 
his rear to Manassas, with his cavalry regiment. The cavalry was 
picketing and scouting in every direction that diy and night. Gen- 
eral Fitzhugh Lee was sent that day with a portion of his command 
on an expedition beyond Fairfax Court-House, in which he went to 
Burke's Station, and there captured prisoners, stores, &c. 

Night of Wednesday, August 27. — After destroying everyth'ng at 
Manassas, (stores, &c.,) the army started for the Stone Bridge, a 
portion going by the way of Centreville, the cavalry being so dis- 
posed as to cover this movement, Colonel Rosser forming the rear 
guard to General A. P. Hill's division. 

Thursday, August 28. — On the morning of this day, (the army 
facing towards Groveton, Colonel Rosser's cavalry being on our left 
flank and front,) a portion of the cavalry stationed on our right flank 
as videttes, kept watch of the enemy's movements, with orders to re- 
port to General Jackson. General Stuart, with portions of Robert- 
son's and F. Lee's brigades, (under General Robertson) marched 
for Ilaymarket, keeping along the south side of Bull Run, (crossing 
sometimes) by a by-way ; but before reaching there, General Stuart 
found a force of the enemy, which he skirmished with for some time, 
his attack on them at Ilaymarket being intended as a diversion in 
favor of General Longstreet, who was engaged with the enemy at 
Thoroughfare Gap. General Stuart reached Haymarket at three, P. 
M., and returned about dark, in time to take part in the battle, which 
had been going on, joining in just after the infantry and artillery 
ceased firing. General Stuart spent the night of Thursday, August 
28th, with General Jackson, near Sudley mills. 

Friday, August 29. — As General Stuart rode forward towards 
Groveton, about ten, A. M., he found that the enemy's sharpshooters 
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had penetrated the woods going towards the ambulances and train, 
threatening to cut them off. He at once directed Captain (now Ma- 
jor) Pelham, of the Stuart horse artillery, who was near by, to shell 
the woods and gather up all the stragglers around the train and drive 
back the enemy, notifying General Jackson, in the meantime, of what 
was transpiring. He also ordered the quartermaster to move the 
train towards Aldie, and sent an order to Major Patrick to keep his 
battalion of cavalry between the enemy and the baggage train, a duty 
which he faithfully discharged, receiving a mortal wound just as he 
gallantly and successfully repulsed a large force of the enemy that # 
was attempting to cross the run. General Stuart also sent to Colo- 
nel Baylor, who was near the railroad embankment, in command of 
the Stonewall brigade, asking him to come forward and drive back the 
enemy, but he replied : "I was posted here for a purpose, and have 
positive orders to stay here, which I must obey." Having ordered 
Captain Pelham to report to General' Jackson, General Stuart went 
towards Haymarket to establish communication -with Generals Lee 
and Longstreet, accompanied by Brigadier General Robertson, with 
a portion of his and a portion of 'General F. Lee's cavalry. Gen- 
eral Stuart met Generals Lee and Longstreet on the road between 
Haymarket and Gainesville, and informed them of what had hap- 
pened, and the situation of General Jackson's forces, and those of 
the enemy. General Lee inquired for some way to the Sudley road. 
General Stuart showed him that the best route for them was by the 
turnpike, which they took, and General Stuart moved to General 
Longstreet's right flank. 

The detachment of cavalry under General F. Lee, that had 
been to Burke's Station, returned in the afternoon cf this day, to the 
vicinity of General Jackson, at Sudley. 

The night of Friday, August 29, General Stuart was two miles east 
of General Longstreet's command. 

Saturday, August 30. — General Stuart remained on Longstreet's 
right, and moved down upon the enemy with crushing effect, driving 
him across Bull Run, at Lewis' Ford, the artillery enfilading his 
lines and firing into his rear, only ceasing to fire upon him at dark, 
for fear of firing into our own men. 



REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL STUART OF OPERATIONS 
IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING, AND INCLUDING, THE 
BATTLE OF GROVETON. 



Headquarters Stuart's Cavalry Division, ) 
Army of Northern Virginia, February 28, 1863. ) 

Brigadier General R. H. Chilton, A. A, G. : 

General : I have the honor to furnish the following summary of 
events in which my command participated immediately preceding and 
subsequent to the second battle of Manassas, or, as it should be more 
properly termed,- the battle of Groveton Heights, August 3()th, 1862. 
My command had hardly recrossed the Rappahannock, as narrated in 
tny last, when that portion of it left on outpost duty on the river 
became engaged with the enemy, who had advanced to the opposite 
bank. It was soon apparent that the enemy meditated the destruction 
of the Waterloo bridge, the only bridge over the stream then stand- 
ing. Appreciating its importance to us, I directed the sharpshooters 
of the two brigades to be sent to its defence, and tho command of this 
party, numbering about one hundred men, devolved, by selection, upon 
Colonel T. L. Rosser, fifth Virginia cavalry, whose judgment in post- 
ing his command enabled him to prevent the destruction of the bridge 
in spite of desperate attempts to reach it, and held possession all day 
and night against infantry and artillery, until the next day, when he 
turned over his position and the bridge, intact, to a regiment of in- # 
fantry sent to relieve him. During the day, I sent Captain J. Har- 
deman Stuart, my signal officer, td capture the enemy's signal party 
at. View Tree, an eminence overlooking Warrenton, and establish his 
own flag instead — the sequel shows with what success. Colonel 
Munford's regiment, second Virginia cavalry, was detached for tern- 
porary service with General Jackson. That night (25th) I repaired 
to the headquarters of the commanding General, and received my 
final instructions to accompany the movement of Major General Jack- 
son, already begun. I was to start at two, A. M.,and, upon arriving 
at the brigades that night, at one, A. M., I had reveille sounded and 
preparations made for the march at two. In this way I got no sleep, 
'but continued in the saddle all night, I followed, by direction, the 
route of General Jackson, through Amissville, across the Rappahan- 
nock, at Hinson's Mill, four miles above Waterloo, proceeded through 
Orlean, and thence on the road to Salem, till, getting near that place, 
I found my way blocked by the baggage trains and artillery of Gen- 
eral Jackson's command. Directing the artillery and ambulances to 
follow the road, I left it, with the cavalry, and proceeded by farm 
roads and by-paths, parallel to General Jackson's route, to reach the 
head of his column, which left Salem and The Plains early in tho * 
mcrning for the direction of Gainesville. The country was exceed- 
ingly rough, but I succeeded, by the aid of skillful guides, in passing 
Bull Run Mountain without passing Thoroughfare Gap, and, without 
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incident worthy of record, passed through Hayroarket and overtook 
General Jackson near Gainesville and reported to him. Ewell's di- 
vision was in advance, and to my command was entrusted guarding 
the two flanks during the remainder of the pending operations, 
(26th.) As Lee's brigade passed Haymarket, he received informa- 
tion of a train of forage wagons of the enemy, and sent out promptly 
a regiment and captured it. Having made disposition above and 
below Gainesville, on the Warrenton road, with cavalry and artillery, 
I kept, with the main portion, on General Jackson's right, crossing 
Broad Run a few miles above Bristoe and intersecting the railroad to 
the Tight (south) of that point. The cavalry now fronted towards the 
main body of the enemy, still in the direction of the Rappahannock, 
and covered General Jackson's operations on the railroad bridge, on 
approaching which Colonel Munford's regiment, second Virginia 
cavalry, as advance guard, made a bold dash into the place and se- 
cured most of the occupants. About dusk, and simultaneously with 
the arrival of the command at the railroad, trains of cars came rap- 
rapidlv on from the direction of Warrenton Junction, and before ob- 
struction could be made the first passed on, though fired into by the 
infantry ; several subsequent ones followed, and were captured by the 
infantry. Details of these operations will, no doubt, be given by 
General Jackson and the division commanders. 

As soon as practicable, I reported to General Jackson, who desired 
m6 to proceed to Manassas, and ordered General Trimble to follow 
with his brigade, notifying me to take charge of the whole. The 
fourth Virginia cavalry (Colonel Wickham) was sent around to gain 
the rear of Manassas, and with a portion of Robertson's brigade, not 
on outpost duty, I proceeded by the direct road to Manassas. I 
marched until challenged by the enemy's interior sentinels, and re- 
ceived a fire of canister. As the infantry wer3 near, coming on, I 
awaited its arrival, as it was too dark to venture cavalry over 
uncertain ground, against artillery. I directed General Trimble, 
upon his arrival, to re3t his centre directly on the railroad and ad- 
vance upon the place, with skirmishers well to the front. He soon 
fient me word it was so dark he preferred waiting till morning, which 
I accordingly directed he should do. As soon as day broke, the 
place was taken without much difficulty, and, with it, many prisoners 
and millions of stores of every kind r which his report will doubtless 
show. Rosser (fifth Virginia cavalry) was left on outpost duty in 
front of Ewcll at Bristoe, and Brien (first Virginia cavalry) above 
Gainesville. During the 27th, detachments of Robertson's and Lee's 
brigades had great sport chasing fugitive parties of the enemy's cav- 
alry. General Jackson, having arrived early in the day, took direc- 
tion of affairs, and the day was occupied mainly in rationing the 
command ; but several serious demonstrations were made by the 
enemy during the day, from the north side, and in this connection I 
will mention the coolness and tact of Mr. Lewis F. Terrill, volunteer 
aid to General Robertson, who extemporized lanyards and, with de- 
tachments from the infantry as cannoneers, turned the captured guns 
With marked effect upon the enemy. Their general, G. W. Taylor, 
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of New Jersey, was killed during the fire. Brigadier General Fitz- 
hugh Lee, with the ninth, fourth and third Virginia cavalry, wag 
detached and sent in rear of Fairfax Court House to damage the ene- 
my's communication as much as possible, and, if possible, cut off the 
retreat of this party. Colonels Munford and Rosser brought up the 
rear of General Ewell, and that night, when Manassas was destroyed 
and evacuated, the cavalry brought up the rear, a portion remaining 
in the place till daylight. Captain Pelham, arriving late, was inde- 
fatigable in his efforts to get away the captitred guns, which duty was 
entrusted specially to him. A part of the command marching by 
Centreville, and a part directly to Stone Bridge, (over Bull Run,) de- 
tachments of cavalry were so arranged as to guard both flanks. 

The next morning, (28th,) the main body of Robertson's rendez- 
voused near Sudley Church. General Jackson's were massed between 
the turnpike and Sudley ford, on Bull Run, fronting towards Manas- 
sas and Gainesville. Colonel Brien (first Virginia cavalry) had to 
retire, being hard pressed by the enemy from, the direction of War- 
renton, and was on the turnpike covering Jackson's front towards 
Gainesville, and Rosser towards Manassas, where the enemy had also 
appeared in force, early. The remainder of Lee's brigade were still 
detached on an expedition towards Alexandria. Early in the day a 
despatch from the enemy had been intercepted, giving the order of 
march from Warrenton towards Manassas, and directing cavalry to 
report to General Bayard, at Haymarket. 1 proposed to General 
Jackson to allow me to go up there and do what I could with the two 
fragments of brigades I still had. I proceeded to that point, captur- 
ing a detachment of the enemy en route. Approaching the place by 
a by-path, I saw indications of a large force there prepared for attack. 
About this time, I could see the fight goington at Thoroughfare Gap, 
where Longstreet had his progress disputed by the enemy, and it was 
to establish communication with him that I was anxious to make this 
march. I sent a trusty man with the despatch to the right of Hay- 
market. I kept up a brisk skirmish with the enemy, without any result, 
until in the afternoon, when, General Jackson having engaged the 
enemy, I quietly withdrew and hastened to place my command on Jbis 
right flank. Not reaching General Jackson's right till dark, the 
fighting ceased, and the command rendezvoused as before, but the 
cavalry, under Colonel Rosser, had played an important part in attack- 
ing the enemy's baggage train. Captain John Pelham's battery of 
horse artillery acted a conspicuous part on the extreme right of the 
battle-field, dashing forward to his position under heavy fire. 

The next morning, ( v 29th.) in pursuance of General Jackson's 
wishes, I set out again to endeavor to establish communication with 
Longstreet, from whom he had received a favorable report the night 
before. Just after leaving the Sudley road, my party was fired on 
from the wood bordering the road, which was in rear of Jackson's 
lines, and which the enemy had penetrated with a small force, it was 
afterwards ascertained, and captured some stragglers. They were 
between General Jackson and his baggage at Sudley, I immediately 
Bent to Major Patrick, whose six companies of cavalry were near 
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Sudley, to interpose in defence of the baggage, and use all the means 
at hand for its protection, and order the baggage at once to start for 
Aldie. General Jackson also being notified of this movement in his 
rear, s£nt back infantry to close the woods. Captain Pelham, alwaya 
at the right place at the right time, unlimbered his battery and soon 
dispersed that flbrtion in the woods. Mijor Patrick was attacked later, 
but he repulsed the enemy with considerable loss, though not without 
loss to us, for the gallant Major, himself setting the example to his 
men, was mortally wounded. He lived long enough to witness the 
triumph of our arms, and expired thus in the arms of victory. The 
sacrifice was noble, but the loss to us irreparable. I met with the 
head of General Longstreet's column between Haymarketand Gaines- 
ville, and there communicated to the commanding General, General 
Jackson's position and the enemy's. I then passed the cavalry 
through the column so as to place it on Longstreet's right flank, and 
advanced directly towards Manassas, while the column kept directly 
down the pike to join General Jackson's right. I selected a fine 
•position for a battery on the right, and one having been sent to me, I * 
fired a few shots at the enemy's supposed position, which induced 
him to shift his position. General Robertson, who, with his com- 
mand, was sent to reconnoitre further down the road towards Manas* 
eas, reported the enemy in his front. Upon repairing to that front, I 
found that Rosser's regiment was engaged with the enemy t6 the left 
of the road, and Robertson's videttes had found the enemy approach- 
ing from the direction of Bristoe Station towards Sudley. The pro- 
longation of his line of march would have passed through my position, 
which was a very fine one for artillery as well as observation, and 
Btruck Longstreet in flank. I waited his approach long enough to 
ascertain that there was at least an army corps, at the same time 
keeping detachments of cavalry dragging brush down the road from 
the direction of Gainesville, so as to deceive the enemy, (a ruse which 
Porter's report shows was successful.) and notified the commanding 
General, then opposite me on the turnpike, that Longstreet's flank 
and rear were seriously threatened, and of the importance to us of 
the ridge I then held. Immediately upon the receipt of that intelli- 
gence, Jenkins', Kemper's and and D. R. Jones' brigades, and several 
pieces of artillery were ordered to me by General Longstreet, and, 
being placed in position fronting Bristoe, awaited the enemy's ad- 
vance. After exchanging a few shots with rifle pieces, this corps 
withdrew towards Manassas, leaving artillery and supports to hold the 
position till night. Brigadier General Fitz Lee returned to the vicinity 
of Sudley, afcer a very successful expedition, of which his official 
report has not been received, and was instructed to co-operate with 
Jackson's left. . Late in the afternoon the artillery on this command ■> 
ing ridge was, to an important degree, auxilliary to the attack upon 
the enemy, and Jenkins 1 brigade repulsed the enemy in handsome 
etyle, at one volley, as they advanced across the corn-field. Thus the 
day ended, our lines having considerably advanced. Captain Pelham's 
battery was still with the left wing. [See his interesting report of its 
action, on the 28th and 29th, herewith.] Next morning, (30th,) it 
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became evident that the enemy had materially retired his left vring/ 
My cavalry reconnoitered to the front, gaining, at the next house, an 
important point of observation. A large walnut tree being used as 
an observatory, the enemy was discovered gradually massibg his 
troops in three lines opposite Jackson, and his left wing seemed ta 
Lave entirely shilted. The commanding General wire informed of 
these changes. Captain Throckmorton, sixth Virginia cavalry, com- 
uDanding sharpshooters, took position along a ^tone fence, and stoutly 
defended cur observation against the attacks of the enemy's dismounted 
cavalry. 

About three, P. M., the enemy having disclosed his movement on 
Jackson, our right wing advanced to the attack. I directed Robert- 
son's brigade and Rosser's regiment to push forward on the extreme 
right, and, at the same time, all the batteries that I could get hold of 
rere advanced at a gallop, to take position to enfilade the enemy in 
front of our lines. This was done with splendid effect; Colonel Ros-j' 
f^r, a fine artillerist, as well as bold cavalier, having the immediate 
direction of the batteries. The enemy's lines were distinctly visible, 
and every shot told upon them fearfully. Robertson's brigade was 
late coming forward, and consequently our right flank was at one 
time somewhat threatened by the enemy's cavalry; but the artillery of 
Captain Rogers, with a few well-directed shots, relieved us on that 
ecore. When our cavalry arrived on the field, no time was lost in 
crowding the enemy, the artillery being kept always far in advance 
of the infantry lines. The fight was of renarkably short duration. 
The Lord of Hosts was plainly fighting on our side, and the solid' 
ivells of Federal infantry melted away before the straggling, but nev- 
ertheless ddtrmined, onsets of our infantry columns. The head of 
Robertson's cavalry was now on the ridge overlooking Bull Run, and 
having seen no enemy in that direction, I was returning to the posi- 
tion of the artillery enfilading the Groveton road, when I received 
intelligence from General Robertson, at the point I had just left, that 
the enemy was there in force, and asking reinforcements. I ordered 
the two icserve regiments, seventh and twelfth, rapidly forward, and 
also a section of artillery; but before the latter could reach the point, 
our cavalry, by resolute bravery, had put the enemy, under Buford; 
to ignominious flight across Bull Run, and were in full pursuit, till 
our own artillery tire at the fugitives rendered it dangerous to pro- 
ceed further. In this brilliant affair over three hundred of the en- 
emy's cavalry were put hors de combat; they, together with horses and 
equipments, falling into our hands. Colonel Broadhead, first Michi- 
gan, died from his wounds next day. He was cut down by Adju- 
tant Harman, twelfth Virginia cavalry. Major Atwood and a number 
of captains and lieutenants were among the prisoners. The further 
details of this fight will be found in the accompanying reports of 
Brigadier General Robertson and Colonel T. T. Munford. The latter, 
as well as his Lieutenant Colonel, J. W. Watts, Major Breckenridge, 
and Lieutenants Kelso and Walton, were wounded in the action, con- 
epicuously displaying great gallantry and heroism. The second Vir- 
ginia cavalry suffered most. Nothing could have equalled the splen- 



147 



dor with which Robertson's regiments swept down upon a force greatly 
outnumbering them, thus successfully vindicating a claim for courage 
and discipline equal to any cavalry in the world. Night soon ensued, 
and, as the enemy's masses of infantry had not retreated across Bull 
Run, 1 was anxious to cut off their retreat. Upon the enemy's posi- 
tion, after dark, however, infantry only could move, and I was anx- 
ious for Brigadier General Arraistead to attack from a position he 
took after dark, on the enemy's flank, and urged it. He, however,, 
doubted the policy of night attack, with his command, especially as 
there was danger of collision with our own infantry, and I did not 
feel authorized to order it, particularly as there was time to commu- 
nicate with the commanding General, which was promptly done. The 
attack was not made. 

'Before daylight, next morning, the cavalry was in the saddle and. 
after the enemy; but met with nothing but stragglers until we came 
within range of the guns at Centreville, where his forces appeared to- 
be in position. Twenty or thirty ambulances were captured and 
sent back with orders to go to work removing our wounded from th& 
battle field. I have never heard of those ambulances, except that* 
they were seized as fresh captures by the Texas brigade. I think, 
this not impiobable, as a large number of prisoners I sent to the rearr 
were fired upon by our infantry near the stone bridge.; At this time^ 
Colonel T. L. Rosser was sent, with one hundred men and a section 
of artillery, back to recapture Manassas, in which he succeeded. Kiff* 
report of his operations those few days will be found of interest. At 
one time, on the 3Utb, I noticed our front lines, near Chinn's house,, 
giving way, and, looking back, I saw the reserve line stationary- I- 
sent word to the General commanding (whose name I did not learn) 
to move up, as he was much needed to support the attack. 
That order was carried by Captain W. D Farley, volunteer aid, un- 
der circumstances of great personal danger^ in which his horse was 
shot. Generals Jenkins and Kemper came under my observation as 
exhibiting good conduct, bravery and coolness. Brigadier General 
D. R. Jones was with me part of the time, on the extreme right, dur- 
ing the battle, in which several batteries of his division took part, and! 
I think' he left mo to bring hia [infantry into action. My di*. 
vision surgeon, Talcott Eliason, besides being an adept in his 
profession, exhibited on this, as on former occasions, the attributes of 
a cavalry commander. First Lieutenant R. Channing Price was of 
invaluable assistance as aid-de-camp. Major Von Borcke, A. A. G.,, 
and J. W. T. H. Htirstoi, C. S. A., and Lieutenant Chisweli Dab- 
ney, A. D. C, rendered important service throughout the period em- 
braced in this report. My division quartermaster. Major Samuel 
Hardin Uairston, in coming on to join me, was put in command of a 
detachment of cavalry at Salem by the commanding General, and 
sent on an important reconnoissance towards Warrenton, of which his 
report is appended. Captain W. W. Blackford, corps of engineers*. 
0 was quick and indefatigable in his efforts to detect the designs of the* 
enemy, and improve the positions within our reach. Private String-, 
felloe displayed great daring and enterprise as a scout. I append % 
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map of the country embraced in the foregoing operations, drawn by 
Captain W. W. Blackford, corps of engineers. I hare toinourn the 
loss of Captain J. Hardeman Stuart, signal officer, the particulars of 
whose death are given below. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. E. B. STUART, 
Major General ^commanding Cavalry. 



CASUALTIES. 

Number cf Men Killed and Wounded in the battle of Groveton Heights, 

August 30, 1862: 



Killed. Wounded. 

Second Virginia cavalry, 3 39 

Twelfth Virginia cavalry, 0 6 

Captain Brown's Maryland cavalry, 0 2 

Regiment unknown, 2 1 

Capt. J. Hardeman Stuart, sig. officer, 1 0 

6 48 



Names of Officers Killed : 
Captain J. Hardeman Stuart, signal corps, cavalry division. 

List of Officers Severely Wounded : 
Lieutenant Colonel Watts, second Virginia cavalry. 



Major Breckenridge, do do do 

Lieutenant Kelso, do do do 

, Lieutenant Walton, do do do 

List of the Killed, Wounded and $Iissing of the Stuart Horse Artillery 
in the engagements preceding the battle of Groveton Heights : 

Killed. Wounded. 
28th August, 1862, 0 . 4 

29th August, 1862, 1 . 1 

Total, 1 5 

Seven horses killed. 



The list of casualties in the division is defective, in that no reports 
have been received from the first, third, fourth and ninth regiments 
Virginia cavalry, General Fitz. Lee's brigade. Captain J. Harde- 
man Stuart, who was sent to capture the enemy's signal party, was 
deterred by the number of the guard; but the man who had his horse 
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left without him, and he marched afoot with Longatreet's column to 
Groveton, in which memorable battle he shouldered a musket and 
fought as a private. He was killed at the storming of Groveton 
Heights, among the foremost. No young man was so universally be- 
loved, or will be more universally mourned. He was, moreover, a 
young man of fine attainments and bright promise. 

J. E. B. STUART, 
Major General commanding. 
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REPLY OF MAJOR GENERAL STUART TO MAJOR GEN- 
ERAL TRIMBLE'S STATEMENT OF THE CAPTURE OF 
MANASSAS. 



Headquarters Cavalry Divisison, A. N. Va., > 

April 25, 1863. $ 

General R. H. Chilton, A. A. G. : 

General : My attention has been recently called to Brigadier Gen - 
eral J. R. Trimble's report of the capture of Manassas on the night 
of the 2Gth and 27th of August, 1S63. 

As affecting my own official report of the matter, it is proper I 
should state the following as addendum to my report and request that 
it be so filed, together with the corroborating statements of Surgeon 
Eliaeon, with me at the time, and Colonel Wickham, who show 
wherein General Trimble is in error in his report. 

Human memory is frail, I know, and while, in what I have said or 
may say on this subject, my recollection is as vivid as upon any other 
contemporaneous event, about which there is no difference, I lay no 
claim to infallibility, and I am very far from imputing to the veteran 
General Trimble any improper intention or motive in what he has 
said. Wishing to be brief, I hope the accompanying papers, (A and 
B,) referred to above, and also General Trimble's papers of the 6th 
of January and I Oth of April, and my own official report may be at- 
tentively read ; what follows will then be better understood. 

The idea which, strange to say, never entered General Trimble's 
head, never for one moment left mine — that he was under my com- 
mand on that occasion. It is har.d to account for, and yet I remember 
that he sent me no message upon the capture of Manassas, but sent it 
direct to General Jackson ; and besides, he failed to submit to me his 
official report, which he should have done. I attributed these omis- 
sions to a certain jealousy of authority which officers older in years 
are apt to feel towards a young superior in rank, and never suspected 
that the question of my being in command was involved fn any kind 
of doubt in his mind. I received instructions from General Jackson, 
and was told by him that Trimble's brigade would be sent to me. I 
pushed on with the cavalry to surprise the place ; but the train which 
•ran the gauntlet at Bristoe, put the garrison on the alert. I awaited 
Trimble's arrival to make the attack, as well as to give Wickham 
onore time, with his regiment, to seize the avenues in rear of Ma- 
nassas, which he did, in a very creditable manner, as shown 
in his report. Now t , as to the interview when General Trim- 
ble came up: He says: "It was arranged between GeneraL 
Stuart and myself that I should form line," &c. How arranged ? I 
was a major general, he a brigadier; I assigned especially to this 
duty, and notified that General Trimble would report to mo. It is 
true that I am not in the habit of giving orders, particularly to my 
seniors in years, in a dictatorial and authoritative manner, and my 
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manner, very likely, on this occasion was more suggestive than im- 
perious. Indeed, I may have been content to satisfy myself that the 
disposition which he himself proposed accorded with my "own ideas, 
without any blustering show of "orders" to do this or do that. My 
recollection is clear that I indicated that the centre should rest oa 
the railroad. The cavalry under Wickhaui had already been sent long 
before Trimble's arrival to seizo tho avenues of escape and await 
events. Wickham, Eliason and mycelf have corresponding impres- 
sions, without conference, as to the events of the night. Wickham says 
he carried out his instructions to the letter, and reported to General 
Trimblo as soon as the place was taken. He says the first fire oc- 
curred about twelve, and that it was about two, A. M., before any 
further firing was heard, and then the place was taken. General 
Trimble says the place was taken at half-past twelve, A. M. Eliason 
thinks it was even later than two. So do I. All accounts agree, 
Gen. Trimble's, too, that the place was taken without difficulty. Gen. 
Trimble remarks that he admits that it was taken without difficulty, so 
far as my execution contributed to its capture. I certainly could not 
have participated more than I did without officiously interposing to 
assist Brigadier General Trimble to command two regiments of his 
brigade, in an enterprise attended with so little difficulty. I com- 
manded in the capture of Manassas quite as much a3 either General 
Jackson or General Lee would have done had either been present. 
That Colonel Flournoy did not enter the place till two or two and 
a half hours after it3 capture; he may have been ordered elsewhero 
previously. In fact, other regiments did not get in till late the next 
day. Does that signify that Wickham, with his regiment, was not in 
the right place and performed the important part assigned him, as 
stated so circumstantially by him. General Trimble says I did not 
reach the place till seven or eight o'clock. I was in plain view all 
the time, and rode through, around, and all about the place soon after 
its capture. [See Dr. Eliason's statement.] General T. is mistaken. 
I can account for it, however, by the fact that I did not find him till 
probably that hour, for I looked and inquired for him, but could not 
find him. I took direction of affairs. I gave orders I. know they were 
obeyed, by infantry as well as by cavalry. . I ordered details to man 
the Enemy's guns ; put Major Terrell, of General Robertson's staff, 
in charge of the guns; he extemporised lanyards; fired upon tho 
enemy in accordance with my orders. I led a regiment or battalion 
myself, during the morning, to an exposed redoubt on the right, which 
the enemy was threatening to seize so as to flank and enfilade tho 
place. I did innumerable acts, which, if not in command, I never 
would have dreamed of doing, and as long as my authority was un- 
questioned, 1 deemed it entirely unnecessary to notify General Trim- 
ble and others, whom I supposed already cognizant of the fact, that I 
was in command, and even if General Jackson had not specially en- 
trusted me with this command, as a major general on the spot, I was en- 
titled to it, and would have assumed it as a matter of course, in ac- 
cordance with the Articles of War, and never till a few day3 ago did 
I conceive that any one claimed to be in command but myself. 
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General Trimble lays stress on my idea of the distance of the 
enemy's Works from where he overtook me. A dark night, what is 
more natural than to mistake the degree of proximity of lights in th© 
distance. They were the lights of Manassas. According to Dr. 
Eliason, the aitillery had reached us before General Trimble's arrival, 
and the report, as well as other noises, gave strength to the convic- 
tion that we were very near the place. We had captured a picket 
much further out, and I desired to convey the idea that we were very 
near the main body — whether it was posted as grand guard, reserved 
or entrenched garrison, is not so material in that statement. 
* In the face of General Trimble's positive denial of sending me such 
a message referred to, " that he would prefer waiting till daylight or 
any thing like it" while my recollection is clear that I did receive such 
•a message, and received it as coming from General Trimble, yet as he 
was positive to not having sent it, or any thing like it, I feel bound to 
believe that either the message was misrepresented or made up by the 
messenger, or that it was a message received from General Robertson, 
whose sharpshooters had been previously deployed. When matters 
follow each other so closely it is difficult, in a report written some 
time after, to fix the order of time; but General Trimble does the cav- 
alry injustice in his report. There seems to be a growing tendency 
to abuse and underrate the services of that arm of service by a few 
officers of infantry, among whom I regret to find General Trimble. 
Troops should be taught to take pride in other branches of service 
than their own. Officers, particularly general officers, should be the 
last, by word or example, to inculcate in the troops of their command 
a spirt of jealousy and unjust detraction towards other arms of service, 
where all are mutually dependent and mutually interested, with func- 
tions differing in character but not in importance. So far as my own 
and the conduct of my cavalry are concerned, I am content to rest 
their vindication and their defence with the generals under whom it 
has been my honor and pleasure to serve since the first gun of the 
war. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. E. B. STUART, 
. • Major General. 



STATEMENT OF SURGEON ELIASON. 

Camp Peliiam, April 17, 1863. 

General: In compliance with your request, 1 give you an account 
of the events of the night of August 26, 1862, as I remember them. 
After General Jackson had taken complete possession of Bristoe Sta- 
tion, you started for Manassas. Moving slowly at the head of thfr 
column in order that the infantry might have time to come up. When 
the advanced guard got within a mile and a half of Manassas, they 
captured a sentinel standing on the railroad track, and, directly after, 
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encountered the picket of infantry and cavalry to which he belonged. 
After a few shots they were driven in, and pursued until a shell, fired 
by the enemy, struck just to our right. We then halted and waited to 
ascertain the position of our infantry. Just about day, we heard a 
few shots, and, the command being mounted in haste, we rode into 
Manassas, almost simultaneously with the infantry, who had not full 
possession of the place, as the enemy were in full view of its eastern 
side. This was just after full daylight. 

Most respectfully, 

T. ELIASON. 



REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL TRIMBLE OP THE CAP- 
TURE OF MANASSAS, 



Headquarters Trimble's DivrsioN, ) - 
April 10, 1863. } 

Colonel C. J. Faulkner, * 
Assistant Adjutant General : 

Colonel: I have received your communication, dated yesterday, 
calling my attention to a seeming discrepancy between your (my) 
report of the capture of Manassas Junction, on the night of the 26th 
August last, and that of Major General Stuart, together with an ex- 
tract from his report. It is not difficult to account for partial or 
serious discrepancy in reports of two officers, wKen one was present 
on the spot, with all the circumstances passing under his immediate 
notice, anS the other was at the time a mile or two distant, and in the 
night. I have carefully read over my original report, dated Char- 
lottesville, January 6th, 1 853, [the clerk, in copying it, must have 
made an error in writing 1862, which please correct,] and have to- 
day had a conference, through my staff, with numerous officers who 
took part in the transaction, and have not a word to alter, that report 
stating correctly the main facts, but not all the circumstances, which 
I shall now briefly relate: 

I was not aware, on marching on Manassas Junction, that General 
Stuart had gone in ahead, as the staff officers did not notify me of 
that fact, nor that I was to act under General Stuart. Hence, when 
I heard the discharge of musketry in our front, as stated in my re- 
port, I was quite ignorant of the cause, and, but for the prudence of 
my aid-de camp, Lieutenant McKim, might have fired into our own 
cavalry. We were then marching by the flank. It was arranged be- 
tween General Stuart and myself that I should form line of .battle 
and advance, and as soon as this was done, to inform him of the fact 
He informed me that we were but a short half mile from Manassas, 
I estimated the distance afterwards at one and a half to two miles, 
being disappointed, as we advanced, by his estimate. The distance 
can easily be known to any one by the fact that when I met General 
Stuart, he was opposite the centre of woods on the north of the Al- 
exandria and Orange railroad, where the extensive hospitals had. been 
erected. Therefore, the pickets which he refers to were noj^the en- 
emy's interior, but their exterior pickets. The encounter with these 
pickets was by musketry alone, and by a single discharge of artillery, 
as our troops were not over four hundred yards from the spot, and 
could easily distinguish the irregularity of the fire as that of the 
skirmishers, to which General Stuart does not allude in his report. 
I received no orders from General Stuart as to the disposition of my 
force in its advance, arid it was not until we received the fire of the 
enemy's batteries a half mile distant from Manassas, that I disposed 
the regiments each on either side of the railroad. General Stuart is 
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entirely mistaken in his statement that I soon sent him word it was 
80 dark I preferred waiting till morning. I sent no such message, 
nor anything like it, and General Jackson can himself judge of the 
likelihood of my doing so by recalling to his mind the fact that I 
wrote him a note previous to our reaching Bristoe, suggesting a night 
attack with one brigade (not mine) as the only means of securing the 
immense stores which I had heard were there, and saving them 
from conflagration. The only message I sent to General Stuart was 
by my aid de-camp, Lieutenant McKim, that I was ready to advance, 
should do so at once, and that he could assist with his cavalry in 
any way he judged proper. 

I saw no cavalry that night until two or two and a half hours after 
the capture had taken place, when a regiment arrived unmolested 
from the north side of the railroad, commanded by Colonel Flournoy, 
I think. The time of their arrival I can fix, with tolerable precision, 
as my note to General Jackson was written at three A. M. 9 [which 
please correct] and I sought Colonel Flournoy, who had* come in a 
short time before to obtain a courier to bear the note. 

As to the statement of General Stuart that "the place was taken 
without difficulty," I am embarrassed by a difficulty in applying th8 
compliment to myself or to him ; but will generously give him the 
benefit of the doubt and admit that it was taken without difficulty so 
far as his executions contributed to its capture. 

The statements of officers hereto appended, are sent, not to rectify 
anything I have stated in my report, but only to throw light on the 
position and operations of the cavalry. It is worth notice that Cap- 
tain Shepperd states he met the cavalry, on hisreturn for ambulances, 
almost one mile and a half in the rear of Manassas Station, (the rail- 
road junction is three-fourths of a mile from Manassas Station,) com- 
monly called the Junction, probably on the exact spot where we left 
them, and that they asked him if we had captured Manassas. 

I beg that you will report that the capture took place about half- 
past twelve, A. M.,the night of the 26th and 27th August, and I 
further request that the foregoing explanations may be appended to 
my report and accompany it as official. 

Having had access to my notes, I subjoin a list of part of the 
stores taken by the capture : 

Schedule of part of Public Property captured at Manassas 

Junction. 

Fifty thousand pounds bacon. 
One thousand barrels corned beef. 
Two thousand barrels salt pork. 
Two thousand barrels flour. 

Two trains loaded with promiscuous stores, clothing, etc. 

Large stores of oats, anfl corn, and whisky. 

Eight brass pieces light artillery, caissons and ammunition. 

Seventy-two artillery horses and harness. 

One hundred and seventy- five horses, (draft.) 
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Forty-two wagons and ambulances. 
Four sutlers' stores and contents. 
Two hundred to three hundred new tents. 

I have the honor to be respectfully, your obedient serv't, 

J. R. TRIMBLE, 

Major Genera!.* 



Headquarters Trimble's Division, ) 
April 11, 1863. $ 

Major General J. R. Trimble : 

General : In compliance with your request, I make the following 
statement : 

On the night of the 26th August, 1862, as your 'command was 
moving by the flank upon Manassas, it was halted, when about a mile 
and a half from 1he Junction, in consequence of the report of a few 
musket shots in front, occasioned, as was soon ascertained, by the 
fire of the enemy's pickets upon our cavalry, under the command of 
Major General Stuart. After a short interview with General Stuart, 
your command was formed in line of battle, and I was sent to notify 
General Stuart of your readiness to advance. I found him asleep 
under a tree ; he was awakened by one of his staff, and I delivered 
your message. The firing which occasioned our halt was from the 
enemy's pickets alone. No gun was fired by the enemy until we 
were within half a mile of Manassas. I saw nothing more of the 
cavalry after delivering to General Stuart your message, and it has 
always been my impression that they did not participate in the attack 
upon Manassas. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, yours, 

W. DUNCAN McKIM. 



Camp Twentf-First North Carolina, > 
April 10, 1863. J 

Major General Trimble : 

In answer to your note requesting us to state what we knew of the 
capture of Manassas Junction by our forces last summer, and the 
part our regiment enacted in that affair, wo respectfully send the fol- 
lowing statement: 

Our regiment and the twenty-first Georgia started from Bristoo 
Station about nine, P. M., and marched toward the Junction, passing 
by the cavalry about one mile from that place. Our regiment was 
drawn up in line on the right of the railroad and the Georgia regi- 
ment on the left. When we reached the first redoubt, which had been 
thrown up by our forces whilst the place was in our possession last 
year, 186 l- % 62, we were fired upon by musketry and aitillery with 
canister. The order was immediately given to charge the place, 
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which we did, receiving several volleys of canister before we reached 
it. The enemy left their guns, which we took, and the regiment was 
employed for several hours after in gathering up prisoners and 
searching through the various buildings of the place. This was about 
half-past one o'clock, A. M. The cavalry did not enter the place 
until some two hours after, by which time we had secured a large 
number of prisoners, besides many negroes. Our regiment was kept 
in the place all night. Several companies were detailed to guard the 
prisoners and perform picket duty. The cavalry had nothing to do 
at all *ith the capture of the place, and, if General Stuart's cavalry 
were under fire, they must have taken the grape which passed over 
us as intended for themselves. 

W. S. RANKIN, 
Major Twenty -first North Carolina Regiment. 

BYRD SNOW, 

Captain Company C, 
JOHN W. MILLER, 
First Lieutenant Company D, 

W. R. MARTIN, 
First Lieutenant Company H. 

A. AL^PAUGH, 
Third Lieutenant Company D. 

J. P. OAKES, 
Second lieutenant Company A. 

TWIST SNOW, 
Second Lieutenant Company C. 

L. 0. JAMES, 
First Lieutenant Company L. 

J. A. C0BB3, 
Third Lieutenant Company K. 
A. M. JOHNSON, 
Second Brevet Lieutenant Company H. 
W. L. TFOIIL, 

Captain Company L. 
• b J. MILLER, 
First Lieutenant Company A. 

M. C. MOORE, 
Fust Lieutenant Company I. 
D. J. COCKESHAW, 
Second Lieutenant Company H. 

C. T. CLAYTON, 
Second Lieutenant Company L. 
J. L. PRATT, 
First LAeutenant Company K. 

CALVIN CREWS, 
Third LAeutenant Company K. 

J. S. DISK, 
First Lieutenart Company L. 
S. F. STUART, 
Second Lieutenant Company M. 
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Camp of Twenty-first Georgia Regiment, ) 
April 10, 1863. J ; 

The undersigned, officers of the twenty-first Georgia regiment, 
were present and participated in' the capture of Manassas Junction 
on the night of the 26th August la9t. After a fatiguing march, ar- 
rived at Bristoe Station about night, anfl then recommenced the 
march to Manassas Junction with the twenty-first North Carolina 
regiment, commanded by Brigadier General Trimble. We attacked 
and captured Manassas Junction about twelve o'clock, this regiment 
charging and capturing a battery of artillery, four pieces, and about 
seventy prisoners, including a lieutenant colonel and several com- 
missioned officers. We were fired into with shell, canister and mus- 
ketry, which we returned, and then charged. We placed pickets out 
and guarded the approaches of the Junction on the left side, which 
were maintained until after day. About sunrise. Stuart's cavalry 
arrived in the town. We had not previously seen them, nor any 
other troops, except those of our brigade. 

THOMAS G. GLOVER, 
Major commanding Twenty -first Georgia on August 26th. 

WESLEY KENNAN, 

Captain Company G. 
A. C. WATKINS, 

Captain Company A. 
W. J. WARREN, 
First Lieutenant commanding Company 7. 

K. R. FOSTER, 
First Lieutenant commanding Company II. 

J. W. PATRICK, 
Stcond Lieutenant commanding Company K. 

J. H. TUCKER, 
First Lieutenant commanding Company B. 
E. M. HENDERSON, 

Company F. 



General Trimble: As a question has been raised as to whom 'is 
due the honor of capturing Manassas, I do, with pleasure, General, 
state that I was present with your brigade, in which my regiment, 
the twenty firBt North Carolina, was, on the night of the capture of 
Manassas Junction, which took place, I think, on the 26th of August 
last. About ten or eleven o'clock, P. M., 1 went, with my regiment, 
beyond the railroad junction proper, till they reached the first redoubt 
on the railroad, which our forces had thrown up in 1 80 1, and there 
remained. The regiments marched on, on either side of the railroad, 
and had not proceeded more than a few hundred yards, when the ene- 
my opened fire upon the brigade. Shortly after this, I started back 
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to Bristoe Station to bring forward the ambulances, which had been 
left behind. I had gone back fully half a mile this side, west of the 
junction proper, and at least a mile and a quarter in rear of where I 
left your brigade, when I was halted by a cavalry picket, which was 
composed of members of the sixth Virginia cavalry. In conversa- 
tion with them, they asked me whether the Junction had been cap- 
tured, etc., and told me their regiment was stationed near there, 
which I approached and saw. This was the nearest point to the 
Junction at which I saw any cavalry. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

H. SHEPPERD, 
Captain and A. A. G. f Twenty-first North Carolina Regiment. 



REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL McLAWS OP OPERATIONS 
BELOW RICHMOND, SUBSEQUENT* TO BATTLES OF 
RICHMOND. 

* 

Headquarters Division, > 
# August 9, 18G2. ] 

Colonel R. H. Chilton, 

Adjutant General to General Lee : 

Sir : In compliance with orders from department headquarters, re- 
ceived after six, A. M., on 6th instant, to march, with my command, 
to the junction of the Charles City and Long Bridge roads, I moved 
with the brigades of Colonel Barksdale and General Semmcs, and 
two regiments of the South Carolina brigades, (all with me.) Not 
long after reaching the Charles City road the head of my column wag 
halted, by coming up with that of General Ripley, moving in the same 
direction. I had not been informed of General Ripley's orders, nor, 
indeed, that he would move in that direction. The day was excessively 
warm, and the troops were marched slowly. Finding that General 
Ripley's column had halted about nine miles from here, a very con- 
siderable time, I rode forward and found General Ripley at Fisher's. 
He informed that he was constructing t\ro rifle pits to strengthen his 
position. Shortly after ray arrival, one of General Ripley's brigades 
was ordered forward to the junction, and the cavalry advanced. It 
was the general impression that the enemy had a very considerable 
force of cavalry on the left, and a large body of infantry in front. It 
was not until late in the day, that I discovered there was a regiment 
of two or three hundred or more of our own cavalry about the junc- 
tion and Fisher's. The junction was occupied wilhout opposition, 
nothing of the enemy being seen beyond their mounted pickets, which 
retired as our own advanced. The whole of Ripley's command was 
advanced, forming line of battle across the road at the junction, and 
having brigades supporting each other, at Fisher's house, where my 
whole division was in reserve. As night came on the troops bivouacked 
in the woods in advance of the junction, and in position elsewhere to 
meet any emergency. On the 7th instant, there was some delay 
owing to a portion of Ripley's troops not being supplied with rations. 
The advance was, however, commenced by a brigade being thrown 
forward and occupying the vicinity of the creek, between the parson- 
age and Willis' church — videttes and skirmishers occupying the par- 
conage and overlooking the battle-ground of July 1st. The other 
brigade of Ripley's and the whole command was ordered to march in 
easy supporting distance. A brigade also occupied Gatewood's to 
guard against any movement from the left. I then wrote to General 
Longstreet, and informing him of my movement?, suggested that 
General Jones' command or a brigade be advanced from that side, 
taking its artillery. I did this because the road at the crossing of the 
creek, beyond Willis' church, had been blockaded by the enemy, 
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making it impassable for artillery. Shortly afterwards, it was reported 
that the enemy had abandoned Malvern Hill, and our cavalry occupied 
it. General Longstreet comping up, I rode forward with him to the 
" heights," "and the brigades of Generals Rodes, Toombs and Jones 
coming forward, occupied them, at Dew's house and to the right and 
left. During the 6th and 7th, between thirty and forty stragglers 
were brought in from the enemy. All that were questioned spoke of 
a very large force of infantry occupying Malvern heights and the ad- 
jacent country, and of from three to eix regiments of cavalry. More 
confidence was given to the reports of prisoners than otherwise would! 
have been done, because it was believed they had purposely thrown 
themselves in the way of our pickets, wishing to be captured. Many 
stated that General Heintzelman was in command on Malvern Hill, 
etc., etc. I saw nothing to indicate an intention of the enemy to oc- 
cupy Malvern Hill permanently, or if such was their purpose, they 
had neglected the usual precaution of fortifications. . I returned to my 
old camp on yesterday. I saw several men on the way prostrated! 
with sun-stroke, and have understood that some of the cases provedl 
fatal. The march would have been made during the night previous, 
but my commissary had estimated for subsistence stores, and they 
had been sent down to Fisher's and unloaded in the field during his 
absence, the wagons in which they came returning to town. 
.Very respectfully, 

L. McLAWS, 
Major General. 
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REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL McLAWS OF OPERATIONS 
ABOUT HARPER'S FERRY. 

Headquarters Division, October 18, 1862. 

Colonel R. H. Chilton, 

Adjutant General: « 

Sir: On the 10th ultimo, in compliance with special order, No. 
191, of September 9th, 1862, from your headquarters, I proceeded 
•with my own and General Anderson's division, via Buckettsville, to 
Pleasant Valley to take possession of Maryland Heights and endeavor 
to capture the enemy at Harper's Ferry and vicinity. I reached the 
valley on the 1 1th. 

Pleasant Valley runs north and south, and is bounded on the east by 
the Blue Ridge, on the west by Elk Ridge, the southern portion of 
which ridge being more specially designated as Maryland Heights. 
The distance across, in an air line, between the summits of the two 
ridges, being about two and a half or three miles. The valley itself 
is rolling and-inegular, having one main road along or near the foot 
of the Blue Ridge, and there is another along the base of Elk Ridge; 
but it is very much out of repair, and not much used. 

The -Potomac river runs along the south ends of both ridges, Har- 
per's Ferry town being on the opposite side of the river, but entirely 
commanded by Maryland Heights, frcm which a plunging fire, from 
musketry even, can be made into the place. The Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad, the turnpike to Frederick, Maryland, through Middle- 
town, and the canal to Washington city, pass along the south end of 
the Blue Ridge, there being just enough space for them between 
the mountains and the river. They also pass under the south 
end of Maryland Heights, where a crowded space has been 
made by blasting the rocks for a very considerable distance. The 
railroad bridge crosses the river just under the precipice of Maryland 
Heights, and about fifty yards above it the Yar kees had a pontoon 
bridge for wagons, etc. The railroad bridge was defended by cannon 
placed on the further end; the narrow causeway along the river un- 
der Elk Ridge, by cannon placed under the precipice and on the 
road. The river there is near four hundred yards wide. On the west 
slope of Elk Ridge, the enemy had their heavy guns placed so as to 
command the approaches along the road and. the town on the opposite 
side, and I^believe the road coming from the west; and they also swept 
Boliver Heights, which defended the approaches to the town from the 
Bide between the Shenandoah and the Potomac west and south. 

So long as Maryland Heights was occupied by the enemy, Harper's 
Fer^y could never be occupied by us. If we gained possession of the 
heights, the town was no longer tenable to them. 

Pleasant Valley was approached from the east, first by the railroad, 
turnpike and canal, at the south end of Blue Ridge. Second, By a 
Toad over the ridge, passing Buckettsville, a small town, about a 
mile or less from the foot of the Blue Ridge over Brownsvilla Gap, 
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and by another through a gap to the north of the last named road, 
known as Crampton's Gap. The two last were about one mile apart. 
The second road was distant from the one along the south end of the 
ridge four miles. Thus Crampton's Gap was five miles from the first 
road along the Potomac. 

Passing from the valley, going west, were two road3, one along the 
south end of Maryland Heights, already mentioned, and another 
through Solomon's Gap, a slight depression in Elk Ridge, about five 
miles north of the first. At the south end of Blue Ridge, and just 
at the commencement of the pass, coming from the east, is the small 
town of Weverton. About half-way between that place and Harper's 
Ferry, along the turnpike, is another small place called Sandy Hoot. 
The road from Sandy Hook ran about the middle of the valley, and 
joined the main road along the foot of the Blue Ridge, two miles from 
the Potomac. Understanding that there was a road running from the 
top of Solomon's Gap along the ridge, to the heights commanding 
Harper's Ferry, I directed General Kershaw, with his brigade and 
that of General Barksdaie, to proceed along that road and carry the- 
heights, using infantry alone, as the character of the country forbade 
the use of any other arm. On the 12th, he proceeded to carry out 
the order. I then directed a brigade of General Anderson's divis- 
ion — General Wright's — to ascend the Blue Ridge with t<vo pieces o£" 
artillery, and, proceeding down to the point overlooking Weverton, te« 
command the approach to the pass there, along the turnpike, railroad* 
and canal. General Semmes was left opposite the gap ; the troops 
had passed over into the valley (the one next south of Crampton's . 
Gap), with his own and General Mahone's brigade, commanded by 
Colonel Parham, with orders to send a brigade to the top of Solomon's. 
Gap, to protect the rear of General Kershaw, and also to take pre- 
cautions to guard the pass over the Blue Ridge. General Cobb's 
brigade wag directed to cross the valley, and, marching along its base, 
to keep in communication with General Kershaw above and up to his 
advance, so as to give support if possible, if it was needed, and to 
serve as a rallying force should any disaster render such necessary. 

I then moved down the valley towards the river, with the rest of 
the command, the inhabitants generally impressing it upon me that 
Maryland Heights was lined with cannon for a mile and a half. The 
main' force was kept with the advance of General Kershaw, of which 
I was constantly informed by §ign$l parties, f»tfcUon<*4 on the heights, . 
moving with General Kershaw. General Kershaw, soon encountered \ 
the skirmishers of the enemy, and drove them before him until dark- 
ness put an end to the conflict. G eneral Wright gained his position 
without opposition, and at sundown General Anderson pushed forward 
a brigade, (General Pryor's,) as I directed and, took possession of' 
Weverton,, and disposed the troops to effectually defend the pass. 

The brigades of Generals Armistead and Cobb were moved up, 
forming a line across the valley from the right, commanding the roadt 
from Sandy Hook. 

On the 13th, Gen. Kershaw, after a very sharp and spirited engage-, 
ment, through the dense woods, and over a very broken surface, (there* 
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being no road from the point where he had ceased operations the night 
previous,) and across two abattis, (the last quite a formidable work, the 
east and west side being precipices of thirty or forty feet, and across 
the ridge irere breastworks of heavy logs and large rock,) succeeded 
in carrying the main ridge, where the enemy had a telegraph station, 
and by four and a half, P. M., we had possession of the entire heights, 
the enemy going down a road which they had constructed on the side 
opposite the feny, invisible to our troops from the valley, and wero 
fired on by our skirmishers as they crossed the pontoon bridge to 
Harper's Ferry town. The report concerning cannon along the 
heights, proved to be false, as the enemy used but one battery on the 
heights, and that was placed on the road towards Harper's Ferry, 
and was withdrawn so soon as the main ridge was carried The bat- 
tery of heavy guns placed on the west slope of the mountains, which, 
during the day fired frequently on the storming party and dropped 
shells into Pleasant Valley, was spiked and abandoned at the same 
time. * 

The troops in the valley were then advanced, and General Cobb's 
brigade occupied Sandy Hook, with but little resistance, the enemy 
having abandoned the place, with their main force of fifteen hundred 
men, on the night previous, leaving several hundred new muskets and 
other stores. The road then from Harper's Ferry, which prevented 
egress from the place coming east, was now completely commanded. 

Up to this time, 1 had received no notice of the advance of either 
General Jackson or General Walker, except that a courier from Gen- 
eral Jackson brought a despatch from him to the effect that he hoped 
his leading division would be near Harper's Ferry about two o'clock 
on this day, and some firing in that direction led to the belief that 
he was advancing. 

During the day, heavy cannonading was heard to the east and 
north east, and the cavalry scouts were constantly reporting the ad- 
vance of the enemy from various directions ; but the truth of these 
reports was questionable, as the look-out from the mountains saw 
nothing to confirm them. 

The morning of the Uth was employed in cutting a road to the 
top of Maryland Heights, practicable for artillery. Major McLaws, 
of my staff, had examined the ground, and, reporting a road practi- 
cable, was directed to make one, and by two o'clock, P. M., Captain 
Read and Captain Carleton, under the direction of Major Hamilton, 
chief of artillery, had two pieces from each of their batteries in po- 
sition, overlooking Bolivar Heights and the town. Fire was opened 
at once, driving the enemy from their works on the right of Bolivar 
Heights, and throwing shells ii»to the town. 

In the meanwhile. General Walker, who had informed me of his 
arrival, after dark, on the 13th instant, had opened fire from Loudon 
Heights, and General Jackson's batteries were playing from several 
points. 

Hearing of an advance of the enemy towards the gap, over which 
the command had passed into Pleasant Valley, I had, about twelve 
o'clock, ordered General Cobb to return with his brigade to the 
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camp, near the point where the road came into the valley, and di- 
rected General Semmes to withdraw the brigade from Solomon's Gap, 
leaving a mere guard, and to tell General Cobb, on his arrival in the 
vicinity, to take command of Crampton's Gap. The gap was over 
five miles from the positions of my main force. I was on Maryland 
Heights directing and observing the fire of oar guns, when I heard 
cannonading in the direction of Crampton's Gap; but I felt no partic- 
ular concern about it, as there were three brigades of infantry in the 
vicinity, besides the cavalry of Colonel Munford; and General Stuart,, 
who was with me on the heights, and had just come in from above, 
told me he did not believe there was more than a brigade of the en- 
emy. I however sent my adjutant general to General Cobb, as also 
Major Goggin, of my staff, with directions to hold the gap if he lost 
his last man in doing it, and shortly afterwards went down the moun- 
tain and started towards the gap. On my way, with General Stuart, 
I met my adjutant general returning, who informed me that the en- 
emy had forced the gap, and that reinforcements were needed by 
GenerarCobb. I at once ordered up Wilcox's brigade, commanded 
by Colonel Alfred Cumming, of the tenth Georgia regiment, who had 
been detached from General Semmes' brigade for that purpose, and 
rode towards the gap. Fortunately, night came on, and allowed a 
new arrangement of the troops to be made to meet the changed aspect 
of affairs. 

The brigades of Generals Kershaw and Barksdale, excepting one 
regiment of the latter and two pieces of artillery, were withdrawn 
from the heights, leaving the regiment and two rifle pieces on the 
main heights overlooking the town, and formed line of battle across 
the valley, about one and a half miles below Crampton's Gap, with 
the remnant of the brigades of Generals Cobb, Semmes andMahone, 
and that of Wilcox, Kershaw and Barksdale, which was placed spe- 
cially under command of General Anderson. Generals Wright and 
Pryor were kept in position guarding the Weverton Pass, and Gen- 
erals Armistead and Featherston, that from Harper's Ferry. That 
place was not yet taken, and I had but to wait and watch the move- 
ments of the enemy. 

It was necessary to guard their positions — first 9 to present a front 
against the enemy advancing down the valley ; second, to prevent 
them from escaping from Harper's Ferry, and acting in conjunction 
with their troops in front ; third, to prevent an entrance at vtfever- 
ton Pass. 

The force of the enemy engaged and in reserve at Crampton's 
Gap was estimated to be from fifteen to twenty-five thousand and 
upwards. 

The loss in those brigades engaged was, in killed, wounded and 
mi$sing, very large, and the remnant collected to make front across 
the valley, was very small. 

I had despatched Lieutenant Tucker, my aid-de-camp, with a 
courier and guide, to report to General Lee the condition of affwrs; 
but, on getting beyond our forces, he rode suddenly 'on a strong picket 
of the enemy, was halted and fired on by them as he turned and. 
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dashed back. The courier was killed; but Lieutenant Tucker and 
«the guide escaped. General Stuart had, however, started couriers 
before that, and sent others from time to time during the night, and 
I, therefore, was satisfied that General Lee would be informed before 
morning. The 15th, the enemy did not advance, nor did they oifer 
any opposition to the troops taking position # ecross the valley. The 
line to oppose them from that direction was therefore formed, and the 
artillery posted to the best advantage. Ouf artillery on Maryland 
Heights fired on the enemy below so soon as light permitted. About 
ten o'clock, A. M., it was telegraphed to me from Maryland Heights 
that the enemy at. Harper's Ferry had hoisted a white flag and had 
ceased firing. I at once ordered the troops w 7 hich were defending tho 
pass from Harper's Ferry to advance their skirmishers along the 
road to the bridge, or until they were fired on, and directed all the 
trains to be sent towards the Ferry, still keeping the line of battle 
opposed to that of the enemy above. They, in the meantime, were 
planting batteries on the Blue Ridge to operate against the artillery 
on the left of the valley, looking north, which had been advantage- 
ously placed in position , by my chief of artillery, Major Hamilton, 
along the line formed across the valley. 

My aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Tucker, had been sent to communicate 
with General Jackson, in Harper's Ferry, and he, returning, re- 
ported that General Jackson wished to see me The enemy showing 
no disposition to advance, I left the command to General Andersen, 
with directions to push the trains across the river as far as possible, 
and follow with the infantry when the trains were well over. I then 
rode over, and received orders to proceed to Sharpsburg, with all pos- 
sible dispatch. I returned to Pleasant Valley, and, as the troops 
had been gradually withdrawn, I formed a new line across at the foot 
of the valley, still holding Maryland Heights and Weverton Pass, 
and waited until near two o'clock, when the trains having passed 
over the river, the troops were withdrawn to the right bank, and, 
marching through Harper's Ferry, camped near Halltown, four miles 
distant, about eight o'clock on the 16th instant. - The troops that 
were engaged yi the attack and capture of Maryland Heights are en- 
titled to especial commendation, as they were laboriously employed 
for two days and one night along the summit of Elk Ridge, con- 
stantly working their way under fire during the day, and at night 
resting in position, all this time without water, as none could be ob- 
tained but from the valley beneath, one mile down the mountain, 
and at the close of the contest there was not a straggler from the 
two brigades. 

General Kershaw, who had special command of this force, acted in 
this instance, as he has in all others when under my command, with 
great skill, coolness and daring, and is deserving of special praise. 
I refer you to his report for other particulars of the engagement, and 
for the operations of the brigade of General Barksdale, which accom- 
panied him and materially assisted in the capture of the place. 

Seeing that the canal was full of water about Weverton, 1 directed 
General Pryor, if tools could be obtained/to cut the canal just above 
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a culvert near the place, which he did, and thinks the canal was ma- 
terially damaged. He also broke the canal lock. 

The enemy having forced Crampton's Gap, thereby completely 
cutting off my route up the valley to join the forces with General 
Lee — as Solomon's Gap, the only road over Elk Ridge, wa^ just in 
front of the one over the Blue Ridge, occupied by the enemy, I had 
nothing to do but to defend my position. I could not retire under 
the bluffs along the river, with the enemy pressing my rear and the 
forces at Harper's Ferry operating in conjunction, unless under a 
combination of circumstances I could not rely on to happen at the 
exact time needed. I could not pass over the mountain, except in a 
scattered and disorganized condition. Nor could I have gone through 
the Weverton Pass into the open country beyond, to cross a doubtful 
ford, when the enemy was in force on the other side of the Blue 
Ridge and coming down in ray rear. There was no outlet in any di- 
rection for anything but the troops, and that very doubtful. In no 
contingency could I have saved the trains and artillery. 1 therefore 
determined to defend myself in the valley, holding the two heights 
and the two lower passes, in order to force a direct advance down the 
valley, to prevent co-operation from Harper's Ferry, and at the same 
time to carry out my orders in relation to the capture of that place. 

I received several communications from your headquarters in rela- 
tion to my position, which were obeyed, so far as circumstances 
permitted, and I acted, in departing from them, as I believed the 
commanding General would have ordered had he known the circum- 
stances. The force in Harper's Ferry was nearly, if not quite equal 
to my own, and that above was far superior. 

No attempt was made to co-operate from Harpers Ferry with the 
force above, and the force above did not press down upon me because, 
I believe, General Lee offered battle at Sharpsburg. The early sur- 
render of Harper's Ferry relieved me from the situation, and my 
command joined the main army at Sharpsburg on the morning of the 
17th September. 

My special thanks are due to General - Anderson, whose division 
was under my -command, for his advice and assistance* and the cor- 
dial co-operation of all in generally performing their whole duties. 

The operations at Grarapton's Gip I give in a separate paper. 

To the members of my staff, Major Mcintosh, A. A. G. ; Major 
Goggin ; Major McLaws ; Major Edwards, A. C. S. ; chief surgeon 
of division, Surgeon Gilmore ; Captain King, who accompanied Gen- 
eral Kershaw during the whole of his operations on the heights ; 
Capt. Costin ; Lieut. Tucker, A. D. C. ; Capt. Taliaferro and Lieut. 
Edwards, ordnance officers, I am indebted for their aid and active 
assistance. Captain Manning, who had charge of the signal corps, 
being unable to attend to his duties, from a sudden attack of ery- 
sipelas in the head, Captain Costin took charge of the party, and it 
rendered very great service during the three days it was required. 
Lieutenant Campbell, of the engineers, also distinguished himself for 
his activity in reconnoitering the position of the enemy. 

Very respectfully, 

L. McL A WS, ^ Major General. 
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Headquarters Division, October 21, 1862. 

Colonel It. H. Chilton, A. A. G.: 

I enclose herewith a report of the operations of my command in 
Pleasant Valley, Maryland. There are particular reasons why I 
should make a special report of the engagement at Crampton's Gap, 
to do which, however, it is necessary to obfain reports from Coionel 
Munford, who was first in command, and from Colonel Parham, 
Mahone's brigade, who came next after and made the dispositions pre- 
vious to the arrival of General Cobb. 

Very respectfully, 

L. McLAWS, Major General 



REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL McLAWS OF BATTLE OF 

SHARPSBURG. 



Headquarters Division, October 20, 1862. 

To the Adjutant General, 

Headquarters of General Longstreet : 

Sir: On the morning of the 16th of September, ultimo, my com- 
mand, consisting of my own division and that of General Anderson, 
marched through Harper's Ferry from Pleasant Valley, and halted 
near Halltown, a short distance from the road, which turned to the 
right towards Shepherdstown, which was on the way to Sharpsburg, 
to which place I had been directed to march, by orders direct from 
General Lee and afterwards from General Jackson. 

The entire command was very much fatigued. The brigades of 
Generals Kershaw and Barksdale had been engaged on Maryland 
Heights on the 12th, 13th aqd 14th, and on the 15th had been 
marched from the heights to the line of battle up the valley, formed 
to oppose that of the enemy below Crampton's Gap. Those of Gen- 
erals Cobb and Semmes and Mahone, (Colonel Parham,) had been en- 
gaged and badly crippled at Crampton's Gap, and all the others had 
been guarding important points under very trying circumstances. A 
large number had no provisions, and a great portion had not had 
time or opportunity to cook what they had. All the troops had been 
without sleep during the night previous, except while waiting in line 
for the wagon trains to pass over the pontoon bridge at Harper's 
Ferry. 

I had ridden on to Charlestown to look after the sick and wounded 
from Pleasant Valley, when notice was sent me to hasten the troops 
to Sharpsburg. I returned to camp and started the command at three, 
P. M. ; halted after dark, (and the night was very dark,) within two 
miles of Shepherdstown, wlHre, receiving orders to hasten forward, 
again commenced the march at twelve o'clock that night, many of the 
regiments still without provisions. I may here state that the crossing 
at Harper's Ferry was very much impeded by the paroled prisoners, 
passing over the bridge, whenever there was an opportunity offered 
by any accident to the bridge, causing temporary halt in the trains 
or batteries, which was of frequent occurrence, and the streets of 
Harper's Ferry town were crowded with prisoners and wagons, all of 
which prevented me from halting even for a moment in the town to 
obtain provisions there. 

On the morning of the 17th, about sunrise, the head of my column 
reached the vicinity of General Lee's headquarters, near Sharpsburg. 

I rode on to the town looking for General Lee, and on my return, 
not finding him, met General Longstreet, who directed me to send 
General Anderson's division direct down the road to the hill beyond 
Sharpsburg, where he would receive orders. I learned from him where 
General Lee's camp was and reported to General Lee for orders. He 
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directed me to halt my division near to his headquarters, which was 
done, and I then rode back to hasten up General Anderson, whose di- 
vision was in the rear. About an hour after this, my division was 
ordered to the front by an aid-de-camp of General Lee's — Major Tay* 
lor. In about one mile, we came in rear of the position, which was 
pointed out by Major Ratchford, of General- D. H. Hill's staff, as the 
one the division was to occupy. I was, of course, entirely ignorant 
of the ground and of the location of the* troops. General Hood, 
however, who was present, pointed out the direction for the advance, 
and my line of battle was rapidly formed — General Cobb's brigade on 
the right, next General Kershaw's, General Barksdale and General 
Semmes oh the left. Just in front of the line was a large body of 
woods, from which parties of our troops, of whose command I do not 
know, were seen retiring, and the enemy, I could see, were advancing 
rapidly, occupying the place. My advance was ordered before the entire 
line of General Kershaw could be formed. As the enemy were fill- 
ing the woods so rapidly, I wished my troops to cross the open space 
between us and the woods before they were entirely occupied. It was 
made steadily and in perfect order and the troops were immediately en- 
gaged, driving the enemy before them in magnificent style, at all 
points, sweeping the woods with perfect ease, and inflicting great loss 
on the enemy. They were driven not only through the woods, but 
over a field in front of the woods, and over two high fences beyond 
and into another body of woods over a half a mile distant from the 
commencement of the fight. 

The men were scattered by the engagement through the woods, 
where the enemy made their only stand, and there being no immediate 
support, the several brigades fell back into the woods, and the line, 
to maintain the position, was formed by the brigades of General Ran- 
som, Walker's division, and of General Armistead, General Ander- 
son's division, which had been sent my support, of General Early, 
which was already in position, and tlje brigades of Genorals Barks- 
dale and Kershaw. Captain Read's battery had been placed in posi- 
tion on the right of the woods, which had entered, and did most 
excellent service; but it was exposed to such a severe fire, General 
Kershaw ordered it back, after losing fourteen officers and men and 
sixteen horses. Another battery, Capt. Carleton's, which I had ordered 
into position in the woods, in front of General Ransom's brigade, was 
so severely cut up in a short time by the direct and cross fires of 
numerous batteries, that I ordered it to retire. The enemy did not 
make an attempt to retake the woods after they were driven from 
them, as I have mentioned, but kept up a terrific fire of artillery. 
There was an incessant storm of shot and shell,. grape and canister ; 
but the loss inflicted by the artillery was comparatively very small. 
Fortunately, the woods were cn the side of a hill, the main slope of 
which was towards us, with numerous ledges of rock all along it. 
Thus it was our men, although under this fire for hours, suffered 
so little from it. 

I could do nothing but defend the position my division uccupied. 
The line was too weak to attempt an advance. There were not men 
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enough to make a continuous single line. In some places, for a con- 
siderable distance, there were no men at all ; while just beyond us, 
across an open field, about four or five hundred yards distant, were 
the lines of the enemy, apparently double and treble, supporting nu- 
merous batteries, which crossed fire over every portion of the ground. 
The artillery of the enemy was so far superior to ours in weight of 
metal, character of gun and numbers, and in quality of ammunition, 
that there was but very little to be gained by opposing ours to it, 
and I therefore did not renew the attempt after the first experiment. 

The ground over which the Mississippi brigade, General Barksdale. 
advanced, and to his right, was thickly strewn with the dead and 
wounded of the enemy, far eceeding our own, and their dead were 
much more numerous than their wounded. The close proximity of 
the combatants to each other may account for the disproportion 

General Cobb's brigade going in, extended itself further to the 
right than I intended, but the Colonel commanding, Colonel Sanders, 
twenty-fourth Georgia, did not learn my orders to correct the error, 
so it is reported, and the engagement commencing immediately, the 
brigade went on to a position several hundred yards to the right of 
the woods and defended it. 

General Semmes was sent to the left, just after his brigade came on 
the ground, by direction of General Jackson, to give support to Gen- 
eral Stuart. His brigade drove the enemy through the woods and be- 
yond them for a considerable distance. 

General Kershaw's brigade was more exposed in its first advance 
than any other, as it had to move over a large open space, before 
reaching the woods, which there afforded less protection ; but the 
command went in with enthusiasm, and drove the enemy up to their 
batteries and reserves, and then retired to the woods from which they 
had first driven the enemy, as did the other brigades of Cobb, Semmes 
and Barksdale, because of the weakness of their own lines, the want of 
immediate support, the want of ammunition, and the fatigue of the 
men. I call attention to the fact that Colonel Nance, commanding 
the third South Carolina regiment, of General Kershaw's brigade, 
brought his regiment from the ground in perfect order, and formed it 
in the rear, to be supplied with ammunition, with the precision of a 
parade. This perfect control of his men is owing to the high state 
of discipline and good drill for which his regiment is distinguished. 

General Barksdale reformed on the ground he went over ; General 
Semmes was placed in reserve in his rear ; General Cobb's brigade on 
the left of General Kershaw, who had previously moved to the left of 
the line. 

The enemy 'having abandoned their attempt to advance, I had an 
opportunity to examine the relative positions of our troops and those 
of the enemy, and soon became convinced that we had nothing to 
gain by an advance of our troops. The strong position of the en- 
emy was along the Antietam, the right bank of which (the side to- 
wards our army) ^as swept by numerous batteries of artillery, posted 
along the left banks, which commanded the right. Their position 
along the left bank was a very strong one,, having ^the Antietam in 



their front and Maryland Heights in their rear. For us to force them 
back on the Antietam was to force them to concentration in their re- 
serves, of which we had none, to weaken our lines and scatter our 
troops, so that in the event of a reverse, no rally of any considerable 
body could be made, and the final result would not probably have 
been such as to have entitled us to claim as we now can, the battle of 
Sharpsburg as one of the greatest successes,^if not the greatest sue* 
cess of the war, when the enormous disparity between our forces and 
those of the Yankees are considered. 

Brigadier Generals Kershaw, Semmes and Barksdale deserve high 
praise for their heroic conduct in the fight, and for the skillful man- 
ner their brigades were handled. 

Colonel Sanders, of twenty-fourth Georgia, who commanded Cobb's 
brigade during the first part of the engagement, carried it forward in 
good order, and the brigade maintained its position and drove the en- 
emy for some distance, retiring, after losing forty-three per cent of 
its strenth. Lieutenant Colonel McRae, of the fifteenth North Caro- 
lina regiment, commanded the brigade during the latter part of the 
%ht. 

The losses in the different brigades, including the different batte- 
ries, were as follows : 
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which, taken in conection with the small number of missing, shows 
how dearly, yet how gloriously, this success was obtained. 

It is with sincere regret, that I have to state my Adjutant General, 
Major T. S. Mcintosh, was killed dead, shot through the heart, while 
carrying out one of my orders. The country has lost in him as brave 
and gallant an officer and gentleman as any that survives him. 

My Inspector General, Major Goggin, was with me during the day, 
carrying orders and superintending their execution, in the perform- 
ance of which duties he exhibited great daring, and cool, sound judg- 
ment. 

To Captain King and Lieutenant Tucker, aids-de-camp and Captain 
Costin, signal officer; Lieutenant Campbell, of the engineers, and 
Lieutenant Edwards, ordnance officer, I am indebted for their zeal 
and activity. Their gallantry was conspicuous in the performance of 
their duties. 

Colonel Henry Coulter Cabell, chief of artillery, who had been ab- 
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sent sick, joined me on the field, and remained during the rest of the 
engagement. 

I enclose reports of brigade commanders, and call attention to their 
notices of individual merit. 

Very respectfully. 

L. McLAWS, 

Major General. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL EARLY, COMMAND- 
ING DIVISION, OF OPERATIONS FROM AUGUST 16th TO 
SEPTEMBER 27th, 1862. 

Headquarters Ewell's Division, ) 
January 12, 1863. \ 

Captain A. S. Pendleton, 

-A, A, General, Second Corps: 

Captain: In accordance with instructions from the headquarters 
of the corps, I submit the following report of the operations of this 
division since the movement from the neighborhood of Gordonsville, 
northward, in the month of August last, until it reached Bunker 
Hill, in September : 

Thus report, however, is necessarily defective in regard to all the 
other brigades of the division except my own, as there were other 
division commanders until after the commencement of the battle of 
Sharpsburg, on the 17th of September, Major General Ewell having 
commanded until the night of the 28th of August, when he was 
wounded in the action near Groveton, and Brigadier General Lawton 
having command from that time until he was wounded at the battle 
of Sharpsburg. It is impossible to supply the necessary information 
in regard to the particular parts taken by Lawton's and Trimble's 
brigades in the several actions commencing with the affairs of Hazel 
river, on the 22d, and Bristoe and Manassas Junction, on the 27th 
of August, and ending with the battle of Sharpsburg, except as to 
the part taken by Trimble's brigade at Sharpsburg, as General Law- 
ton, who commanded his brigade until the 29th of August, is absent 
in Georgia, wounded, and Colonel Douglas, who commanded the brig- 
ade from the 2dth of August to .the 17th of September, was killed at 
Sharpsburg on that day, and General Trimble, who commanded his 
brigade until the 29th August, is absent, wounded, and Captain 
Brown, of the twelfth Georgia regiment, who succeeded him in the 
command, was killed at Ox Hill, near Chantilly, on the 1st ot Sep- 
tember. There is the same difficulty in regard to Hays' brigade as 
to the part taken by it on the 30th of August, at Manassas, and at 
Ox HiJ!, on the 1st of September, as Colonel Strong, who commanded 
on thrse occasions, was killed at Sharpsburg. 

This report, therefore, will not contain particular details of the 
operations of any brigade but my own, in most of the actions in 
which the division was engaged during the time covered by it. 

March from vicinity of Gordonsville to the Rappahannock. 

On the 16th of August, the division moved from Liberty Mills, in 
Orange county, to Mountain Run, in the same county, near Clarke's 
Mountain, below Rapidan Station, where it remained until the 20th,. 
when it crossed the Rapidan at Cunningham's ford and bivouacked 
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near Stevensburg, in Culpeper On the next day it moved past 
Brandy Station and bivouacked near St. James' church, on the road 
towards a ford on the Rappahannock, above the railroad station and 
below the mouth of Hazel river. 

The next day it moved in the direction of that ford, and, on arriv- 
ing there, the enemy being imposition on the opposite bank to dis- 
pute the passage, the division was moved to the left, Lawton's brig- 
gade leading, crossing Hazel river at a mill and then moving in the 
direction of a ford on the Rappahannock, above the mouth of Hazel 
river, where the enemy was also found in force, and the division was 
then again moved to tha left in the direction of the ford^t Warren- 
ton Springs, by a route through fields and woods, so as not to be ex- 
posed to view. At the two fords above mentioned, and in moving 
therefrom, the division was exposed to shells fired from the enemy's 
batteries, and sustained slight loss. 

In moving to the left across Hazel river, General Trimble, with his 
brigade, was left behind to observe the enemy, and had a fight with a 
body of the enemy which had crossed from the north bank of the Rap- 
pahannock and was threatening the trains, and succeeded in driving 
it back.across the river ; but I am unable to give the particulars of 
this affair. 

Grossing of the Rappahannock and Affair at Warrenton Springs, 

August 23d. 

The remainder of the division proceeded to the vicinity of the War- 
renton Springs, on the southern bank, and late in the afternoon, the 
thirteenth Georgia regiment, of Lawton's brigade, under Colonel 
Douglas, was crossed at the Springs, capturing a few cavalrymen on 
picket at that place. Brown's and Dement's batteries, of four guns 
each, were also crossed over at this point. My own brigade, under 
the superintendance of General Ewell, who was actkig under* General 
Jackson's orders, was crossed over about a mile below the Springs, on 
an old dilapidated dam, formerly built for purposes of navigation, 
and Hays' brigade, under Colonel Forno, was ordered to follow ; but 
as my brigade did not succeed in crossing until it was nearly dark, 
and the crossing was exeeedinly difficult, Hays' brigade wa3 left on 
the south bank for the night. 

My orders were to occupy a wood -on the north bank of the river, 
immediately in front of the place at which I crossed, and to estab- 
lish communications with General Lawton, the whole of whose brig- 
ade, I was informed, would cross over at the Springs. Before T was 
ordered to cross over, there had been quite a heavy shower of rain, 
which had somewhat swollen the river, and it was raining when I 
crossed. I moved the brigade into the woods indicated, General 
Ewell having recrossed after seeing the whole of my brigade over. 
In extending the left into the woods on a line parallel with the river, 
a road was found running from the Springs through this body of 
woods, towards the fords and Rappahannock Station below. My left 
was posted near this road, the right extending to an old field just be- 
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low where I had crossed. Pickets were put out in front and on the 
flanks, and Major A. L. Pitzer, my volunteer aid, was despatched to 
find his way to the Springs and communicate with General Lawton. 
It had become exceedingly dark by this time, and Major Pitzer, in 
endeavoring to get to the Springs, rode upon a party of six of the 
enemy's cavalry, who had passed up the road a few moments before 
we had reached it. 

He was made a prisoner by this party, wjio were endeavoring to 
make their way to the Springs, but, finding some difficulty in the 
way, had halted. After he had been compelled to surrender his arms, 
the party smarted with him back on the road they had come, and the 
Major, with great presence of mind, informed them that they were 
all his prisoner^ ; that if they attempted to pass out in any direction 
they would be fired upon by some of our pickets, as they were com- 
pletely surrounded ; but, if they submitted to his direction, he would 
take them in safe, which they concluded to do, and the Major did 
actually bring them in as prisoners alter they had captured him. 
After this attempt, I did not deem it prudent to make another effort 
to establish communication with the Springs that night, as it was 
very dark and threatening rain, and there was no one in the command 
who had sufficient knowledge of the localities to find the way. 

During the night there was a very heavy rain, and in the morning 
I found that the river had become very much swollen and was so high 
as to defy all attempts at crossing, and a messenger sent to the 
Springs returned with the information that only the thirteenth Georgia 
regiment, of Lawton's brigade, had crossed over the night before. 
As soon as I ascertained the condition of things, I despatched a note 
for General Ewell or General Jackson, whichever should be first met 
with, informing them of my condition and that, if the enemy should 
come upon me with heavy force, my whole command must be cap- 
tured, and suggesting the propriety of my attempting to extricate my 
force, with that aX the Springs, by moving up the river towards 
Waterloo bridge ; this was sent by a messenger, with direction to 
swim the river with it, if possible. Before this note could be deliv- 
ered, I received a verbal message from General Jackson, which had 
been delivered across the river at the Springs aud was brought to me 
by a sergeant of one of the batteries at that place, diiecting me to 
move up towards the Springs and take command of all the force there, 
and post my command, with the left flank -resting on the river and 
the right on a creek, to the north of the Springs, which emptied into 
the river below and was past fording also, there being no enemy in 
the fork, and stating that he was having the bridge repaired across 
the river, which would ^oon be in a condition for infantry to pass 
over. In a short time afterwards, I received a note from General 
Jackson, in response to mine, containing similar instructions and di- 
recting me, in addition, to move up towards Waterloo bridge if the 
enemy appeared in too heavy force, keeping rloso to the river, and 
informing me that he would follow along the opposite bank, with his 
whole force, to cover my movement. 1 accordingly moved up towards 
the Springs, posting Colonel Walker, with his regiments, the thir- 
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ieenth Virginia and the thirty-first Virginia, on the road, -so as to 
protect my rear. On getting near the Springs, I found that Colonel 
Douglas had moved his regiment and the artillery to a hill just below 
the Springs, which runs across from the river to the creek mentioned, 
and along this I po3ted the twelfth Georgia regiment, the twenty- 
fifth, forty-fourth, forty ninth, fifty-second and fifty-eighth Virginia 
regiments, with the thirteenth Georgia on the left, all being so dis- 
posed as to present a front to the northwest, the rear being guarded 
by Colonel Walker with the thirteenth and thirty-first Virginia regi- 
ments, and the right flank, which was the only one exposed, being 
secure for a short time on account of the condition of the creek, 
which is called Great Run. Companies were thrown out on this flank 
to prevent any attempt to cross the creek, and a bridge, which was 
partially flooded, w*as destroyed. A body of the enemy's cavalry was 
discovered early in the morning by Colonel Dougla3 on the north of 
the creek, .and they were hovering around my right flank, on the op- 
posite side of the creek all the morning. During the morning 
General Jackson sent over an officer to pilot one of my staff officers 
over the route to Waterloo bridge, which it might be necessary to 
pass over in case of emergency, and my adjutant general. Major 
Hale, was sent with him to ascertain the route. 

In the meantime, the creek began to fall rapidly, and in the after- 
noon it was in a condition to be crossed. 

It also began to be evident that the enemy was moving up from 
below in heavy force, and that my command was in a critical condi- 
tion. It was entirely concealed from the enemy's view by being 
posted in the woods, and this fact no doubt saved it, for it was evident 
the enemy was aware of the fact that a force was across the river, 
and, from the caution with which he moved, he thought it was much, 
larger than it really was. 

Late in the afternoon a heavy column of infantry, with artillery, 
made its appearance opposite to my right flank, and I then changed 
my front so as to present it towards the enemy, without, however, 
his being aware of it, as my whole movement was concealed from his 
view by the woods. The artillery was also so posted as not to be 
observed by him. About this time Colonel Robertson, with two or 
three regiments of cavalry and two pieces of artillery, came from th© 
direction of Warrenton, and, after consulting with me, posted* two' 
pieces of artillery on the hill to the north of the Springs, which com- 
manded a view of the enemy, and opened fire upon him. This was 
responded to by a battery of the enemy's in a few moments, and I 
sent two Parrott guns from. Brown's battery to the assistance of ifo- 
bertsonV pieces, which were of short range, and a brisk cannonading 
was kept up until near sundown, with no damage, however, to my 
infantry or artillery, the only persons killed or woundeJ belonging to 
the cavalry, which happened to be in the line of the artillery fire, 
and in rear of our pieces. After the cessation of the artillery fire, & 
column of the enemy was observed to advance, it being then near 
dark, and a mist rendering objects quite indistinct. Infantry was 
also seen moving off to the left, and in a few moments the enemy 
12 
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delivered a volley into the woods, where my'infantry was posted, and 
then gave three cheers, followed by a tiger, in regular style. I had 
two of Captain Dement's Napoleon guns run to the left of my line, 
and infantry, to a point from which they cpuld fire upon the enemy, 
and caused them to open with canister. This fire was so well directed, 
although objects could not be distinguished, that the enemy was 
thrown into confusion and driven back, as was manifest from the 
cries and groans of his men, which were plainly heard by ours. 
There was no further attack on me; but it was evident, from the 
noises heard and the reports of one or two persons who had seen 
columns of the enemy passing from below, that a heavy force was 
near at hand, and that preparations were being made to surround my 
fcrce, and I sent a messenger to General Jackson^with information as 
to the state of things, and by his directions the remainder of Gene- 
ral Lawton's brigade was crossed over on the temporary bridge which 
had been constructed — the sixtieth regiment, under Major Berry, 
Laving been crossed over just before night. 

General lawton got over about one o'clock and informed me that 
he had seen written instructions to General Ewell, directing him to 
cross over himself at daylight, and if it was evident the enemy was 
in heavy force, to recross the troops, as it was not desired to have 
a. general engagement at that place. I immediately despatched a 
messenger to General Ewell to inform him that there was no doubt of 
the enemy's being io heavy force, and if I was to be recrossed it had 
better be done at once without waiting for daylight, as the enemy, by 
moving to the left, could place artillery so as to command the bridge 
and ford at the Spiings, and from the sounds of carriages moving in 
that direction, I was satisfied such was his purpose and that it would 
be accomplished before I could recross, if it was postponed until day- 
light. In response to this, General Ewell came over a little before 
three o'clock, and, after consultation with me, gave the order for re- 
erossing, which was accomplished, Lawton's brigade going first and 
carrying over the artillery by hand, and then my brigade following, 
the whole being completed very shortly after daylight. My command 
was thus rescued from almost certain capture, as it has since appeared 
from General Pope's report that he had brought up his whole force to 
attapk what he supposed to be General Jackson's whole force. I lost 
no men killed or wounded, though a severe punishment must have 
been inflicted on the enemy by the canister from our artillery. 

Our situation was felt bj every officer and man to be of the most 
critical nature, and I cannot speak in too high terms of the deport- 
ment of the whole command. The men had had nothing to, eat since 
the day they had crossed over, and for two nights and a day they lay 
upon their arms, yet they did not murmur, but exhibited the utmost 
resolution to repulse the enemy at all hazards should he come. When 
the enemy fired his volleys into the woods where the men were posted 
they did not throw away ammunition, but coolly reserved their fire 
until the enemy should get to close quarters, determined to make it a 
death struggle. 

This commendation is equally due to Colonel Douglas and his ofH- 
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<eers and men, and the officers and men of tlie two batteries mentioned, 
as to my own brigade. After recrossing, my brigade, as well as that 
of General Lawton, was moved back to the vicinity of Jeffersonton 
to rest and cook rations. , 

Movement upon the Enemy's Line of Communication to the rear, 
and Affairs at Bristce Station and Manassas Junction. 

Early on the morning of the 25th, the division moved, under orders 
from General Jackson, to Ilinson's mill, above Waterloo bridge, 
where it crossed the Rappahannock, and then proceeded by Oriean 
and camped at night hear Salem, in Fauquier county. Very early 
next morning it marched by Salem and through Thoroughfare Gap, 
in the direction of Gainesville, at which latter place it took the road 
to Bristoe Station, on the Orange and Alexandria railroad. The di- 
vision which on this day, as well as on the day before, was in the 
advance, moved as follows : First, Hays' brigade, under Colonel 
Forno; second, Trimble's brigade ; third, Lawton's brigade; fourth, 
my own brigade. 

Hays' brigade reached the station a short time before sunset, just as 
several trains were approaching from the direction of Warren to a 
Junction. There being no force at this place except a small detach- 
ment of cavalry, which was soon 'dispersed, Colonel Forno succeeded 
in arresting and capturing two trains of empty cars, the first which 
approached making good its escape by forcing its way over the ob- 
structions placed on the road towards Manassas Junction. General 
Trimble, as soon as he arrived, was detached with two regiments of 
his brigade to Manassas Junction, and the other brigades ad they ar- 
rived, and Hays' brigade, were placed in position by Major General 
Ewell, so as to prevent surprise and any approach on the railroad. As 
soon* as it was light next morning, the three brigades of the division 
left at Bristoe. were placed in position as follows : Lawton's brigade 
was posted on the left of the railroad, Hays' brigade on the right of 
it, and my own brigade to the right of Hays' in a pine wood, our 
line of battle being fronted towards Warrenton Junction and occu- 
pying a ridge a short distance from Bristoe in the direction of that 
junction. Colonel Forno, with four regiments of S[ays ? brigade and 
one of Lawton's, and one piece of artillery from D'Aquin's battery, 
was then ordered to the front to reconnoitre and destroy the bridge 
over Kettle run and tear up the track of the railroad. He found the 
enemy had brought up on a train of cars a body of infantry sufficient 
to fill nine cars ; but, having doubtless discovered our force to be 
larger than was thought, was re-erabarking it. A few shots from the 
piece of artillery were fired at the tram and it made its waj hack 
again after receiving some damage. The sixth Louisiana, under Col.. 
Strong, was left on picket two miles in front on the railroad, and 
the eighth Louisiana was put to work destroying the railroad bridge 
and tearing up the track, and Colonel Forno returned with the rest 
of the force. In the meantime, the fifteenth Alabama, of Trimble's 
brigade, and the twelfth Georgia regiment, cf my own brigade, were 
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sent to join General Trimble at Manassas Junction, an order having 
been received lor the transfer of the latter regiment. Under orders 
from General Ewell, later in the day, the forty-ninth Virginia, of my 
brigade, was moved to the right, on a r(*ad leading to Greenwich 
across a ridge that was to the right of our position. Brown's battery, 
from the artillery battalion, was posted on a hill in rear of the posi- 
tion of my brigade, and several pieces from Jwo other batteries were 
posted further to the right on a ridge over which the road from 
Gainesville runs, support^ by two regiments from Lawton's brig- 
ade, the whole being so posted as to command the open ground in 
front of the right of our position. A regiment from Lawton's brig- 
ade, (the sixtieth Georgia,) with one piece of artillery, was advanced 
on the left of the railroad so as to support Colonel Forno's two regi- 
ments that were in front, and Johnson's battery, of my brigade, was 
posted on the,ridge between the position of Hays' brigade and my 
own and the rest of the batteries were posted on the left of the sta- 
tion. In the afternoon, indications were seen of the approach of 
heavy columns of the enemy from the direction of Warrenton June 
tion, and all the baggage wagons were ordered to move towards Ma- 
nassas Junction. In a short time the enemy was seen approaching 
on the right of the railroad and in front of Hays' brigade, the sixth 
and eighth Louisiana regiments falling back and taking position in a 
wood three hundred or four hundred yards in front of the brigade. 
The enemy's force consisted of heavy columns of infantry, with 
artillery. 

As soon as the enemy came 'in range, our artillery, from its several 
positions, opened on him, as did the sixth and eighth Louisiana and 
sixtieth Georgia regiments. By this combined fire, two columns of 
the enemy, of not less than a brigade each, were driven back, and 
the fifth Louisiana regiment was sent forward to reinforce the sixth 
and eighth. Fresh columns of the enemy were, however, seen* ad- 
vancing, and it became appaient that his force was much larger than 
ours, and the nature of the ground was such that by a movement to 
our right, which he was evidently making, he could obtain a position 
which commanded the rear of our line and the crossing of Broad 
Run. General Ewell then informed me that he had received orders 
from General Jackson to retire towards Manassas Junction if the en- 
emy came in large force ; and he gave the orders for the withdrawal 
of our force across Broad Run. At this time the Louisiana regi- 
ments were actively engaged, and a large body of the enemy was 
moving up, and the experiment had to be tried whether our troops 
could be withdrawn in good order. General Ewell directed me to 
cover the retiring of the troops with my brigade. 

Lawton's brigade was first withdrawn across the ford at the rail- 
road bridge, and then Hays' brigade followed, the regiments engaged 
in front having fallen back in good order My own brigade was 
withdrawn from the pine woods in which it was, and formed in suc- 
cessive lines of battle so as to cover the ford at the bridge. All of 
the artillery was successfully crossed over, a part having crossed at 
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Millford, several hundred yards above the bridge, at which, also the 
forty-ninth Virginia regiment crossed. 

In the meantime, the enemy advanced in line of battle on both 
sides of the railroad, preceded by skirmishers, and keeping up a con- 
stant artillery fire. Lawton's brigade was formed in line of battle on 
the north bank of Broad Run, and some batteries were placed in po- 
sition, and Hays y brigade was ordered to proceed to Manassas*. After 
all the other brigades and the artillery had crossed, my own brigade 
was crossed over by regiments successively, the thirteenth Virginia, 
under Colonel Walker, being retained until the last, and skirmishers 
sent out from it to keep the enemy's skirmishers in check. I then 
crossed over the thirteenth regiment, and moved back about 
three fourths of a mile from the run, and formed my brigade in line 
of battle on a high hill on the road towards Manassas, and in full 
view of the enemy, who had halted on the ridges near Bristoe Sta- 
tion. In a short time afterwards, General Ewell, with Lawton's brig- 
ade, moved back through my line, which ran across the road, and 
directed me to remain in my position until orders should be sent back 
t«S me, directing me at the same time to move one or two regiments 
by flank, with colors elevated, so as to present the appearance of the 
arrival of reinforcements. This was done, and the enemy did not 
advance further. 

Shortly after dusk, under orders from General Ewell, I moved to 
Manassas Junction. 

Our loss was comparatively slight in this affair, and the men be- 
haved admirably, withdrawing from under fire and moving back in 
excellent order. General Trimble having been detached from the divis- 
ion the night previous, his movements were under the immediate 
direction of General Jackson, and I am unable to furnish any, account 
of them. 

The Three Days' Fighting near Manassas. 

As soon as the troops of the division were supplied with proviso 
ions at Manassas, of which they stood in great need, they wero 
moved in the direction of Centreville, towards Bull Run, and the 
several brigades bivouacked separately between Manassas and Bull Run, 

At dawn next morning, my brigade, by direction of General Ewell, 
moved to the bridge at Blackburn's ford, where it crossed and pro- 
ceeded up to stone bridge through the fields on the north side of Bull 
Run, followed by Trimble's brigade. Again crossing there, and pro- 
ceeding along the Warrenton turnpike for a short distance, and then- 
turning to the right through the fields near the old Carter house, 
and Matthew's house, close to which the first battle of Manassas be- 
gan, my brigade was marched across the road running from the stone 
house, on the turnpike, to Sudley church, and formed in line in the 
woods »orth of the road. The other brigades were halted in the 
woods, north of thac road, Lawton's and Hays' brigades having missed 
their way and gone in the direction of Centreville, but having turned 
fcack on the Warrenton turnpike and come up with the others. 
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After remaining in this position for some time, the division was or- 
dered to move, under cover of the woods, in the direction of Gaines- 
ville, following JacksonYdivision, commanded by Brigadier General 
Taliaferro. My own brigade wa3 the leading x one of the division in 
this movement, and followed Jackson's division, moving through the 
woods until we reached the track graded for a railroad, and thence 
along that to the point where it leaves the woods not far from Grove- 
ton. We here turned to the right, and were formed in line on the 
edge of a piece of woods, with the left resting on the railroad track, 
and the right a short distance in rear of Starke's brigade, of Jack- 
son's division/ Hays' brigade was formed just behind my own, and 
Lawton's and Trimble's brigades were moved further to the right by 
General Ewell, who accompanied them, and directed me to take com- 
mand of my own and Hays' brigade. 

I saw no more of General Ewell subsequent to this, until after 
night, when I saw him wounded. I am unable to give the particu- 
lars of the operation of Lawton's and Trimble's brigades; but I am 
informed that they were placed in line by General Ewell, on the right 
of Staike's brigade, and when the advance was made on the enemy as 
ho moved down the turnpike late in the afternoon, these two brigades- 
were ordered forward by General Ewell, and participated in the at- 
tack on the enemy, constituting the left of our line of attack, and 
crossing the railroad and advancing to close quarters with the enemy. 

These two brigades suffered very severely, Lawton's loss being 
quite heavy. General Ewell himself received a very serious wound 
in the knee while leading one of the regiments, near the close of the 
fight. Just before dark, I received an order from General Jackson, 
through one of his staff officers, to advance to the front and immedi- 
ately put my brigade in motion, followed by Hay's brigade ; and 
while advancing, I received another order to send two regiments to 
the right to General Jackson, and detached the forty-fourth Vir- 
ginia, under Colonel Wm. Smith for that purpose. On arriving at 
the railroad cut, I found it so deep that I could not pass over it, and 
I moved by the right flank until I reached a ravine with high em- 
bankments on both sides and an interval between, through which I 
moved by flank, forming by file into line in front of it. 

This movement brought me near the left of the position to which 
Trimble's brigade had advanced, and during it the brigade was ex- 
posed to a galling fire of shells and canister. By the time I had suc- 
ceeded in forming my line in front of the railroad, the enemy was 
retiiing. and it having become dark and impossible to tell whether I 
should encounter enemies or friends, I advanced no further, and 
Hays4 brigade was halted on the railroad. 

In this position, the two brigades lay on their arms during the 
night. A short distance in front of me General Ewell was lying 
wounded, and I had him carried to the hospital. LawtOn's and 
Trimble's brigades lay on their arms a short distance to my, right, 
near the points where they were at the close of the fight. 

Early next morning the division, then under command of Briga- 
dier General Lawton, was formed in line on a ridge perpendicularly tcs 
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the railroad track, with the right resting on the Warrenton -turnpike 
an/1 facing towards Groveton. In a short time thereafter, I received 
an order from General Jackson to move, with my own and Hays' bri- 
gade, to a ridge west of the turnpike and the railroad track, so a3 to 
prevent the enemy from flanking our forces on the right, a movement 
from the direction of Manassas indicating that purpose having been 
observed. In making this movement, two of my regiments, the thir- 
teenth and thirty-first Virginia, were detached by General Jackson 
and placed in a piece of woods on the east of the turnpike, to observe 
the movements of a body of the enemy that was moving towards oar 
right. I formed my own and Hays 1 brigade in line on the ridge indi- 
cated, placing them under cover in the woods, and advanced skirm- 
ishers to the railroad track, and posted a detachment on my right 
flank, so as to prevent any surprise from that direction. Johnson's 
battery was also placed in position so as to command my front. In 
the meantime our whole line of battle had been so modified as to 
place it along the railroad track, and Lawton's and Trimble's brigades 
were moved so as t} conform to this new disposition. My own and 
Hays' brigades thus constituted the extreme right, being thrown back 
a little in rear of the direction of the main line. The thirteenth 
Virginia regiment, under Colonel Walker, and the thirty-fir3t, under 
Colonel Hoffman, by skirmishing, kept the body of the enemy's 
infantry, which has been mentioned, in check until the head of Gen- 
eral Longstreet's corps made its appearance on the Warrenton turn- 
turnpike, from the direction of Gainesville. When this corps had 
advanced sufficiently far to render it unnecessary for me to remain 
longer in my position, or for the thirteenth and thirl y-first regiments 
to remain where they were, I recalled them and moved to the left for 
the purpose of rejoining the rest of the division. I found General 
Lawton, with his brigade, in the woods, not far from the position at 
which I had been the evening before, but formed in line so as to be 
parallel to the railroad, Trimble's brigade being posted on the rail- 
road cut, on the right of our line as thus contracted. I was ordered 
by Generil Lawton to form my brigade in line in rear of his brigade, 
and Colonel Forno was directed to form on my right. 

Shortly after this, the enemy began his attempts to drive our troops 
from the line of the railroad, and about half- past three, P. M., Colo- 
nel Forno was ordered to advance to the front by General Jackson to 
the support of one of General A. P. Hill's brigades, and he advanced 
to the railroad and drove the enemy from it, and took position on it 
with his brigade. After this affair, Colonel Forno was wounded by 
one of the enemy's sharpshooters so seriously as to require his 
removal from the field. 

Subsequent to this advance by Colonel Forno, a messenger came 
to me from General A., P. Hill, stating that the enemy were pressing 
one of his brigades on the railroad, whose ammunition was nearly 
exhausted, and requesting me to advance to its support. I imme- 
diately did so, and, as I passed General Lawton's brigade, I found 
him preparing to send forward the thirteenth Georgia regiment. I 
continued to advance to the front, accompanied by the eighth Lou- 



isiana regiment, under Major Lewis, which had not been with its own 
brigade, having been sent off to replenish its ammunition the day 
before, and having returned just in time to join my brigade. 

On reaching the railroad, I found the enemy had possession of«it 
and a piece of woods in front, there being at this point a deep cut, 
which furnished a strong defence. General Gregg's and Colonel 
Thomas' brigades of A. P. Hill's division, having nearly exhausted 
their ammunition, had fallen back a short distance, but were still pre- 
senting front to the enemy. My brigade and the eighth Louisiana 
regiment advanced upon the enemy through a field and drove him 
from the woods and out of the railroad cut, crossing the latter and 
following in pursuit several hundred yards beyond. In this charge, 
which was made with great gallantry, heavy loss was inflicted on the 
enemy, with comparatively slight loss to my own brigade, though, 
among others, two valuable officers, Colonel Smith and Major Higgin- 
botham, of the twenty-fifth Virginia regiment, were severely 
wounded. The thirteenth Georgia regiment also advanced to tho 
railroad and crossed it to my right The messenger from General 
Hill had stated that it was not desirable that I should go beyond tho 
railroad, and, as soon as I could arrest the advance of my brigade, I 
moved it back to the railroad and occupied it. This was the last 
attempt made by the enemy on the afternoon of Friday, the 29th, to 
get possession of the line of the railroad. On the afternoon of this 
day, General Trimble was wounded by a shot from one of the enemy's 
sharpshooters, though I believe his brigade was not engaged during 
the day. 

General Trimble's wound was a very serious one, and the command 
of the brigade devolved on Captain Brown, of the twelfth Georgia 
regiment, as the ranking officer present. During the night of the 
29th, my brigade and the eighth Louisiana and thirteenth Georgia 
regiments lay on their arms on the part of the line they were at. 
Early next morning the enemy's sharpshooters commenced firing on 
my left flank along the railroad, killing a very valuable young officer 
in the thirteenth Virginia regiment, Lieutenant Wilroy, and I be- 
came then aware, for the first time that my flank was exposed, as I 
had been informed that one or more of General Hill's brigades wero 
to the left of me, but, for some purpose, whatever force was there 
had been withdrawn, and I thus found myself in this position. I 
soon discovered that the enemy's skirmishers were crossing Ae rail- 
road to my left, and advancing through a corn- field, and I immedi- 
ately sent word to General Hill of the state of things, and, after some 
delay, some brigades were sent to occupy positions to my left. 

During the course of the morning the skirmishers from my brigade, 
which were under* command of Captain Lilly, of the twenty-fifth 
Virginia regiment, repulsed a column of the enemy which commenced 
to advance, and a short time afterwards an arrangement was made so 
as to place General Hill's troops on the left, this division in the 
centre, and Jackson's division on the right. In making this arrange- 
ment there was room left in the front line for only three of the regi- 
ments of my brigade, and 1 left the forty fourth, forty-ninth and 
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fifty- second in position, under Colonel Smith, of the forty-ninth, and 
withdrew the thirteenth, twenty-fifth, thirty-first and fifty-eighth Vir- 
ginia regiments a short distance to the rear. 

The position of the brigades t of the division under this disposition 
was as follows : On the right was Trimble's brigade, under Captain 
Brown ; on the left of Trimble's was Lawton^ brigade, under Colonel 
Douglas, and, on*his left, the three regiments of my brigade, under 
Colonel Smith, the whole ocpupying the line of the railroad ; Hays' 
brigade had gone to the rear to get ammunition and did not return. 
In the afternoon, when the enemy made his determined attack on the 
line of the railroad, beginning on the right, Trimble's brigade, by a 
cross fire, aided in repulsing the column that advanced against Starke's 
brigade. Another column advanced in front of the three regiments 
of my brigade, and was repulsed by their fire and that from Lawton's 
brigade. The attack seemed to be general along the whole line, and 
the fire ran from right to left. As the enemy retired, the three regi- 
ments of my brigade dashed across the road in pursuit, very unex- 
pectedly to me, as I had given express orders for them not to 
advance until ordered to do so, and I immediately moved up the regi- 
ments that were in rear, to fill up the gap that was thus left. 

The other regiments wee, however, soon brought back by Col- 
onel Smith. Late in the afternoon, after General Longstreet 
had made his advance, and but a short time before night, General 
Lawton received an order to advance to-the front, and Trimble's, his 
own and my brigades, were ordered forward, and commenced advanc- 
ing. My own brigade advanced through the woods until it reached 
a field in front and I halted hefe a moment for General Lawton and 
the rest of the division to come up, as I was a little in advance, but 
General Jackson soon rode up and ordered me to move by the left 
flank, as it was reported that a body of the enemy wa3 moving 
to our left. I immediately did so, sending in front skirmishers, un- 
der Colonel Terrell, of the thirteenth Virginia regiment, and contin- 
ued to move on until I came to the railroad and then along that 
until I came to a field. It was then getting dark, and as soon 
as my skirmishers entered the field they were fired upon from a 
hill to my left. This was very unexpected, and I immediately 
sent back to General Jackson to let hi in know .the fact, as it would 
have been folly for me to advance, if this fire was ftom the enemy, in 
the direction I was going. A message was soon received directing me 
to send and ascertain from whom the fire came, and stating that it was 
probably from some of General Hill's troop3. It was impossible to 
distinguish uniforms or colors at a distance, when this firing took 
place, and the only chance of ascertaining from whence it came, being 
to send a messenger, with the certainty of his being captured if it 
was the enemy. A young man, from the .forty-fourth Virginia regi- 
ment, who volunteered for the purpose, was sent, and he soon returned 
with the information that the firing was from the skirmishers from 
Branch's and Greggs's brigades, who mistook us for the enemy. Fortu- 
nately, however, no damage was done. I was then ordered toadv mce 
to the front, and in a few minutes afterwards, I was ordered to movo 
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back by the right flank, the reports of the movement of the enemy around 
our left flank having proved unfounded. I found that the other brigades 
had already bivouacked near where I had left them, and my own , did the 
same. Most of the batteries of the division were engaged at different 
joints and times, during the fighting on these days, but as they were 
separated from their brigades on account of the difficulty of follow- 
ing them in the woods, I am unable to give a sufficiently accurate ac- 
count of their operations, and shall therefore? not attempt it. 

Affair at Ox Hill near Ciiantilly, and March into Maryland. * 

On the afternoon of Sunday, the 3 1st, the division was ordered to 
move, following Jackson's division, and it did so, crossing Bull Run at a 
ford below Sudley, and then turning to the left and pursuing a coun- 
try road until we reached the Little River turnpike, which was fol- 
lowed in the direction of Germantown until we were ordered to biv- 
ouack late at night. 

Early, next morning, (the 1st of September,) we were again put in ' 
motion, following Jackson's division, and moving in single column, 
until we reached Chantilly, where the division was placed in two col- 
umns, ono being on each side of the road, wifh the artillery in the 
road. In tkis arrangement. Trimble's and Hays' were on the right, 
and Lawton's and my own brigades on the left of the road, my own 
following Lawton's brigade. 

On reaching Ox Hill, in the afternoon, where the Ox road crosses 
the turnpike, indications- of the approach of the enemy on the turn- 
pike from Centreville having been observed, Trimble's and Hays' 
brigades were moved to the right, and placed in line of battle on the 
right of Jackson's division, and occupying positions on the edge of a 
field beyond a piece of woods, through which the Ox road here runs. 
Lawton's brigade and my own were moved across the turnpike and 
placed in line in the woods in rear of Trimble's and Hays' brigades, 
Lawton's befing placed in rear of Trimble's brigade, and my own in 
rear of Hays' brigade. As we moved into position, the enemy opened 
with artillery, firing into the woods where we were posted, and, in a 
short time afterwards, infantry firing commenced in front. After we 
had been in position for some time, General Starke, who wa*s 
commanding Jackson's division, came to me and represented that 
the enemy were approaching on his left, in considerable force, and 
that there was aQrlinterval on his left, between his left flank and the 
turnpike, his line being in the form of an arc of a circle, and he re- 
quested me to move my brigade so as to occupy this interval, in the 
direction of which, he represented the enemy to be moving. I had 
some hesitation about moving my brigade ; but as I had received no 
orders, and had merely followed the movement of the brigade pre- 
ceding me, which brought me in the position I have indicated, and as 
General Starke was very urgent, representing his condition to be 
critical, which it in fact was, if the information he received was true, 
I determined to move-my brigade to his left, which was but a short 
distance, owing to the form of the line, and gave the order accord- 
ingly to move by flank, putting myself upon the leading flank, Dur- 
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irig this movement I beard a very considerable musketry fire ; but;aa 
the woods were very thick, and it was raining very hard at the time, 
I could see a very short distance, and took it for granted that the fir- 
ing proceeded from the troops in front of me. On reaching the posi- 
tion General Starke wished me to occupy, I found th*t three of my 
regiments, the thirteenth, twenty-fifth and thirty-first Virginia regi- 
ments, had not followed the rest of the brigade, and I immediately 
sent my aid, Lieutenant Early, to see what w r as the cause of it. He 
found these regiments engaged with the enemy in their front, Hays' 
brigade, under Colonel Strong of the sixth Louisiana regiment, hav- 
ing fallen back in confusion, and passed through these regiments, fol- 
lowed by the enemy, just as my orders were being carried out. This 
affair could not be seen by me from the flank on which I was. and the 
regiments engaged in it were very properly detained by the command- 
ing officers. I immediately marched back the rest of the brigade and 
found that the enemy had been successfully repulsed by my three 
regiments. It is due to Hays' brigade to state that the confusion into 
which it. was thrown, was caused by an attempt of the officer in com- 
mand, Colonel Strong, to change its position when the enemy were 
advancing, and that his want of sufficient skill in the command of a 
brigade, caused him to get it confused so that it could present no 
front, and it had, therefore to fall back. The eighth Louisiana regi- 
rnent, commanded by Maj. Lewis, fell back in better order than the rest 
of the brigade and formed in line immediately in rear of my regiments. 
The rest of the brigade was soon rallied and brought back, and hav- 
ing been placed under my command by General Lawton, it w T as placed 
in line on the left of my brigade, General Jackson's division, under 
Gen. Starke, having been withdrawn a short time after the above named 
affair, and moved to the rear. Hays' brigade and my own thus cov- 
ered the same front that had been covered by Jackson's division and 
that brigade, with, however, a contracted line. 

About the time Hay's brigade fell back, Captain Brown, of the 
twelfth Georgia, commanding Trimble's brigade, was killed and one 
or two regiments of it were thrown into some confusion ; but the brig- 
ade held its position. Lawton's brigade was not engaged, and I am 
ijnable to give the particulars of the part taken by Trimble's brigade.^ 
After the enemy had retired, Trimble's brigade having been withdrawn 
back to the line occupied by the division, the whole lay on their arms 
during the night in the wet woods without fires. The next day my 
brigade was advanced to the front and formed in line a quarter of a 
mile in front of its position of the day before— Hays being posted on 
the left flank, at right angles to it. The rest of the divfsion remained 
in its former position, and Colonel Walker, of the thirteenth Virginia 
regiment, was assigned to the command of Trimble's brigade. 

On the morning of the 3rd, the division, with the rest of the troops, 
was moved to the left, crossing the Loudon and Hampshire railroad at 
a station above Vienna, and then passing through Dranesville in the 
direction of Leesburg, and encamped on a cre^k not far from Dranes- 
ville. On the next day it passed through Leesburg and camped near 
a large spring. 
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On the next day, (the 5th,) it took up the line of march to White's 
Ford on the Potomac, at which place it crossed into Maryland, camping 
some three or four mile^ from the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, and' 
on the morning of the 6th, it marched to the railroad bridge over the 
Monoccacy, at the junction of the railroad to Frederick city with the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad, and took up a position so as to command 
the approaches on and adjacent to the railroad, from the direction of 
Washington city. In this position it remairfed until the morning of 
the 10th of September. 

March from Frederick City to Harper's Ferry and Capture of 

that place. 

On the morning of the 10th, the division, with the rest of the troops, 
moved from the vicinity of Frederick city westward, passing through 
Middletown, and bivouacked about ten miles from Frederick. On the 
next day we moved through Boonesborough and took the direction of 
Williamsport, at which point we recrosscd the Potomac and proceeded 
to the North Mountain depot on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, near 
which we bivouacked. On the next day we proceeded to Martinsburg, 
and passed through the town in the direction of Harper's Ferry, and 
bivouacked on the banks of the Opequan. 

On the following morning, (the 1 3th,) we marched towards Harper's* 
Ferry, and proceeded to the turnpike road one mile above llalltown, 
where we encamped. 

Late in the afternoon of the 14th, (Sunday,) we were ordered to ad- 
vance towards Harper's Ferry in three columns one along the road 
and another on each side of it. 

After passing Halltown, the division advanced to the woods on 
School-House hill, in line -in the following order: Lawton and Trim- 
ble's brigades were formed in line of battle on the right of the turn- 
pike, Hays' brigade on the left of it, and my own brigade in rear of 
Lawton's, and in this manner the whole advanced to the woods without 
opposition, thus getting possession of this hill, which, fronted Bolivar 
Heights, and was in easy range for artillery. My brigade was then 
moved across, the road by flank and placed immediately in rear of 
Hays' brigade, which General Lawton put under my command The 
several brigades lay on their arms in this wood during the night, it 
having become dark by the time they reached it. During the night, 
Brown's and Dement's batteries, which had been attached t(Tmy brig- 
ade at Frederick in lieu of Johnson's, which was transferred to Trim- 
ble's, were carried across the Shenandoah, under direction of Colonel 
Crutchfield, to some heights on the east side of the river, which com- 
manded Harper's Ferry and Bolivar Heights, and placed in position. 

The rest of the batteries belonging to the division were placed in 
position on the crest of School- House hill, on each side of the road. 
At dawn, the brigades were advanced to the front of the woods, and 
the batteries, including*Brown's and Dement's, opened fire which was 
kept up until the enemy surrendered. Our artillery fire was but 
feebly responded to. Lawton's brigade, under the command of Colo^ 
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nel Douglas, was moved by flank, under cover, to the bottom, on the 
right of the turnpike between School-House hill and Bolivar Heights, 
for the purpose of supporting General A. P. Hill's contemplated ad- 
vance from the right ; but the white flag was displayed in a short time, 
and no further movement was made by this brigade or the rest of the 
division. 

Battle of Sharpsburg. 

Late in the afternoon of the 15th, (the day of the surrender,) Gen- 
eral Lawton received an order to move the division on the road to 
Boteler's ford below Shepherdstown, and he immediately put his own 
and Trimble's brigade in motion and gave me an order to follow with 
Hays' and my own brigades as soon as they could be supplied with 
rations, which had to be obtained from Harper's Ferry. This detained 
me until after night when I followed General Lawton, and found him 
in camp about four miles from the ford. The division moved at dawn 
next morning, crossing the Potomac at Boteler's ford and proceeding 
on the road to Sharpsburg, and was halted and stacked arms in a wood 
on the left of the road about a mile from » Sharpsburg. It remained 
in this position for several hours, and late in the afternoon, General 
Lawton was ordered to move the division to the right to cover a bridge 
over the Antietam. This movement was commenced, but was soon 
countermanded and he was directed to follow Jackson's division to the 
left. Following this division, we moved through fields to the left of 
Sharpsburg until we reached the turnpike from Sharpsburg towards 
Hagerstown and then turned to the left on that road until we reached 
a wood in which there was a Dunkard church. 

Jackson's division having been placed in position, General Jackson . 
in person, directed me to place my brigade on the left of his division 
then commanded by Brigadier General Jones, so as to prevent its 
being flanked, and to communicate with General Jones. It was then 
getting dark, some of our troops were engaged in front, and the shells 
from the enemy's guns were flying tolerably thick, and it was some- 
time before I could ascertain where General Jones was. I found him, 
however, finally, not far from where I was, and having ascertained 
that General Starke's brigade was on his left, I moved to the left of 
that and placed my brigade in line along a road on which General 
Starke's left rested. In a short time Brigadier General Hays, who 
had joined his brigade the day before, reported to me, and his brigade 
was formed in rear of mine, it being too dark to understand enough 
of the position to make very good dispositions. Lawton's and Trim- 
ble's brigades were halted in the woods near the church, and between 
ten and eleven o'clock, at night, were ordered to relieve some brigades 
of General Hood's division which had been engaged during the even- 
ing. These two brigades were posted in the positions occupied by 
General Hood's brigade, Trimble's brigade, under Colonel Walker, 
being on the right, next to General D. H. Hill's division and Lawton's 
brigade on the left of it. In this position they lay on their arms 
during the night with occasional skirmishing in front between tha 
pickets. 
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Shortly after dawn, next morning, Hays' brigade was ordered, by 
General Lawton, to move to the position at which his own and Trim- 
ble's brigades were in line, and was posted in the open, field in rear of 
Lawton's brigade. At the same time Hays was ordered to make his 
movement. General Jackson, in.person, ordered me to move my brig- 
ade to the left, along a route which he pointed ourt, to support some 
pieces of artillery which M.njor General Stuart had in position to the 
left of our line. I immediately commenced* this movement, and was 
thus separated from the rest of the division, and cannot, therefore, 
&peak of its subsequent operations from my own observation, but 
gather the following facts from the reports of brigade commanders: 

At light, skirmishing commenced in front of Lawton's and Trim- 
ble's brigades, in a piece of woods occupied by the enemy, and in a 
very short time the enemy's batteries, which were posted on the op- 
posite side of Antietam river, so as to enfilade the line of these two 
brigades, opened a destructive fire. About sunrise, the enemy ad- 
vanced in line, driving in our skirmishers, and advancing to the edge 
of the woods. About this time, batteries opened in front from the 
woods with shell and canister, and these brigades were thus exposed 
t) a terrible carnage. After a short time, General Hays advanced, 
with his brigade, to the support of Colonel Douglas, under a terrific 
fire, and passed to the front. About this time, General Lawton, who 
had been superintending the operation, received a very Severe wound, 
and was borne from. the field. Colonel Walker, by moving two of his 
regiments, the twenty-first Georgia and twenty -first North Carolina, 
and concentrating their fire, and that of the twelfth Georgia, upon 
a part of the enemy's line in front of the latter, succeeded in break- 
ing it, and as a brigade of fresh troops came up to the support of 
Lawton's and Hays' brigades just at this time, Walker ordered an ad- 
vance, but the brigade which came up having fallen back, he was 
compelled to halt, and finally to fall back to his first position. His 
brigade (Trimble's) had suffered terribly, his own horse was killed 
under him, and he had himself been struck by a piece of shell. Col- 
onel Douglas, whose brigade had been hotly engaged during the whole 
time, was killed, and about half the men had been killed and wounded." 
Hays' brigade, which had advanced to Colonel Douglas' support, had 
also suffered terribly, having more than half killed and wounded, 
(both of General Hays' staff officers being disabled,) and, General Hood* 
Laving come up to their relief, these three brigades which were re- 
duced to mere fragments, their ammunition being exhausted, retired* 
to the rear. 

The terrible nature of the conflict in which these brigades had been 
engaged, and the steadiness with which they maintainednheir posi- 
tion, is shown by the losses they sustained. They did not retire 
from the field un*il General Lawton had been wounded and borne 
from the field; C dejiel Douglas, commanding Lawton's brigade, 
had been killed, and the brigade had sustained a loss of five 
hundred and fifty-four killed and wounded out of eleven hun- 
dred and fifty, losing five regimental commanders, out of six. 
Hays' brigade had sustained a loss ot three hundred and twenty-three. 
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out of five hundred and fifty, including every regimental commander 
and all of his staff ; and Colonel Walker and one of his staff had been 
disabled, and the brigade he was commanding had sustained a loss of 
two hundred and twenty-eight out of less than seven hundred pres- 
ent, including three out of four regimental commanders. Iam sorry 
that I am not able to do justice to the individual cases, of gallantry 
displayed in this terrible conflict, and must content myself with call- 
ing attention to the reports of General Hays and Colonel Walker, 
brigade commanders, and of Major Lowe who succeeded to the com- 
mand of Lawton's brigade after the death of Colonel I^ouglas, and 
the disabling of all the other ranking officers. In the death of Col- 
onel Douglas, the country sustained a serious los3. He was talented, 
courageous, and devoted to his duty. 

After receiving the order from General Jackson to go to the sup- 
port of General Stuart, as before stated, I proceeded to do so, moving 
my brigade through a piece of wood a little back from the left of our 
line, and then through some fields ; but, as I was passing through 
these fields I discovered some of the enemy's skirmishers moving 
around our left, and I sent some from my own brigade to hold them in 
check until I had passed. I found General Stuart about a mile from 
the position I had moved from, with several pieces of artillery in po- 
sition on a hill, and engaged with some of the enemy's guns. At his 
suggestion, I formed my line in re;ir of this hill and remained here* 
for about an hour, when General Stuart having discovered a body of 
the enemy's troops making their way gradually between us and the 
left of our main line, determined to shift his position to an eminence 
nearer our line and a little to the rear. He gave the instructions ac- 
cordingly, and I moved back, taking a route in rear of the one by 
which I had moved out, and, by General Stuart's direction, my brig* 
ade was moved into the skirt of woods through which I had marched 
in going out. Just as I was getting into line Gen. Stuart informed 
me that Gen. Lawton had been wounded, andthat Gen. Jackson had 
sent for me to carry my brigade back and take command of the division. 

Leaving the thirteenth Virginia regiment, numbering less than 
one hundred men, with General Stuart, at his request, I then moved 
to the rear of this wood around a corn-field, as 4 the enemy had got 
into the woods to my right, and as I came near the position at which 
my brigade had been posted the night before, I found Colonel Grigsby 
and Colonel Stafford, of Jackson's division, rallying some two or three 
hundred men of that division at the point at. which Starke's b?igide 
had been in position the night beforf. A body of the enemy, per- 
haps only skirmishers, had got into th^ woods to the left, and was firing 
upon our men, being held in check by a scattering fire. This was the 
same body of woods at which the Dunkard Church, before mentioned, 
is located. This wood runs along the Hagerstown road for several 
hundred yards entirely, on the left hand side ^s you proceed from 
Sharpsburg ; then there is a field, the edge of which runs at right an- 
gles to the road for about two hundred yards, making thus an elbow 
in the woods and then turns to the right and runs along the woods 
parallel to the Hagerstown road for a quarter of a mile, and the wooda 



again turns square to the left and extends back about half a mile, 
making at this point again an elbow with the strip of woods running 
along the road from the church. The church itself is at the end next 
to Sharpsburg and near the road. The wood is about four hundred, 
yards through where it runs along the road, and back of it is a plan- 
tation road running by a house and a barn and through the long elbow 
in the woods on the left. The field between the woods and the Ha- 
gerstown road forms a plateau nearly level and in higher ground than 
the woods which slopes down abruptly from the edge of the plateau. 
This wood is full of ledges of limestone and small ridges affording 
excellent cover for troops. A portion of the enemy, as before stated, 
had got into the further end of this wood, where the field is between 
it and the road, and as I came up, Colonels Grigsby and Stafford com- 
menced to advance upon this body, and I immediately formed my brig- 
ade in line and advanced along in their rear, the enemy giving way 
as the advance was made. I halted ray brigade on a ridge in this 
wood and Colonels Grigsby and Stafford, at my suggestion, formed 
their men on my left. My line whin thus formed was perpendicular 
to the Ilagerstown road, and the right rested near the edge of the 
plateau above-mentioned, but was concealed and protected by the rise 
in the ground. A considerable body of the enemy's troops was seen 
in the fields in my front, as thus presented, which was evidently en- 
deavoring to make a movement on our flank and rear. I directed 
Colonel Smith, of the forty-nimh Virginia r< giment, to take command 
of the brigade and to resist the enemy at all hazards, and then rode 
in the direction of the position at which the rest of the brigade had 
been engaged for the purpose of taking command of them and ascer- 
taining their condition. I ascertained that these brigades had fallen 
back some distance to the rear for the purpose of reorganizing, and 
that they were probably not in a condition to go into the fight again. 
I despatched Major J. P. \Vilson, a volunteer aid, who had been with 
General Lawton, to find out where the brigades were and to order 
them up. While looking for these brigades, 1 observed that our 
troops who were engaged on this part of the line were giving way be- 
fore the enemy, and as soon as I had despatched Major vVilson, I 
rede to find General Jackson and having done so, informed him of 
the condition of the division and also that our troops were giving 
way and that the enemy was advancing on the flank on which I had 
formed my brigade. He said that he would send for reinforcements 
and directed me to keep the enemy in check until they arrived. I 
then returned to my brigade and resumed command of it I soon 
found that the enemy was moving up in considerable force towards 
the woods in which I was, and Fsent Major Hale, my A. A. A. Gene- 
ral, to let General Jackson know that the danger was imminent s nd 
he soon returned with the assurance that the reinforcements should 
be sent immediately. Just as Major Hale returned, a battery opened 
at the corner of the woods on the Ilagerstown road, where the field 
spoken of joins the woods. This was not more than two hundred 
yards from my right flank and was somewhat in rear of it. When 
this battery opened I took it for granted that it was one of ours, but 
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Major Hale's attention was called to it by a soldier who happened to 
be 'standing upon the edge of the plateau and discovered that it was 
one of the enemy's batteries. I was immediately informed of the 
fact by Major Hale, but I doubted it until I rode to the edge of the 
woods, and saw, beyond all dispute, that it was the enemy's battery 
and was firing in the direction of the road towards Sharpsburg, and 
that it was supported by a very heavy column of infantry, which was 
also within two hundred yards of my right flank. This made me aware 
of the fact that our troops, which I had seen giving way, had fallen 
back, leaving the enemy entire possession of the field in front. It 
must be borne in mind that the direction of my line was perpendicu- 
lar to the Hagerstown road, so that had the enemy seen it his battery 
could have raked my flank and rear. Fortunately, my troops were 
concealed from his view. My condition, however, was exceedingly 
critical, as another column was advancing in my front and had reached 
the woods in which I was. I saw the vast importance of maintaining 
my ground, for had tho enemy got possession of this woods, the 
heights immediately in rear, which commanded the rear of our 
whole line, would have fallen into his hinds. 1 determined 
to wait for the reinforcements promised by General Jackson, hoping 
that they would arrive in time to meet the column on ray right I, 
however, threw my right flank back quietly under cover of the woods 
so as not to have my rear exposed in the event of being discovered. 
I kept an anxious eye on the column on my right, as well as ou tho 
one moving up in my front, and very soon I saw the column on my 
right move into the woods in the direction of the church. I looked 
to the rear for the reinforcements ami could not see them coming. I 
was thus cut off from the main body of our army on the right and a 
column was moving against me from the left There was no time to 
be lost and I immediately ordered my brigade to move by th*> v\*ht 
flank parallel to the enemy and directed Colonel Grigsby, who com- 
manded the body of troops he and Colonel Stafford had rallied, to 
move his command back in line so as to present front to the ene ny t 
who were coming up on the flank I moved back along the rear of 
the woods, until 1 caught np with the enemy who had the start o^ me. 
I was, however, concealed from ^ his view and it wa- evident that my 
presence where I was was not suspected. Passi g from behind a ridge 
that concealed my brigade from the enemy, we came in full view of 
his flankers, which, however, were made aware of my presence oy a 
fire which I directed the leading rejriment to pour into them. They 
immediately ran into the main body, which halted, and I con tinned to 
move by the flank until my whole force was disclosed. Ju^r r -his 
time I observed the promised reinforcements coming up town !s the 
woods at the further end. I ordered the brigade to f ice to th • trout 
and open fire, which was done in handsome style ami responded to by 
the enemy. I did not intend to advance to the front, as I observed 
som<» of the troops which had come up to reinforce, me preparing to 
advance into the woods from the direction of my right fl ink and was 
afraid of exposing my brigade to their fire, and that the two move- 
ments would throw us into confusion as they would have been at right 
13 
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angles ; moreover, the other column was advancing on my flank, held 
in check, however, by Colonels Grigsby and Stafford, with their men, 
and by the thirty-first Virginia regiment, which was oil my left. The 
enemy in front, however, commenced giving way, and the brigade, 
whi<m I have always found difficult to restrain, commenced pursuing, 
driving the enemy in front entirely out of ttae woods. Notwithstand- 
ing my efforts to stop the men, they advanced until my left flank and 
rear became exposed to a fire from the colunfn on the left, which had 
advanced past my former position. I also discovered another body of 
the enemy moving across the plateau on my left flank in double-quick 
time to the same position, and I succeeded in arresting my command 
and ordered it to retire so that I might change front and advance 
upon this force Just as I reformed my line, Semmes', Ander&on's, 
and a part of Barksdale's brigades, of Mc Laws' division, came up and 
the whole, including Grigsby's command, advanced upon this body of 
the enemy, driving it with great slaughter entirely from and beyond 
the woods and leaving us in possession of my former position. As 
soon as this was accomplished, I caused the regiments of the brigade 
to be reformed and placed in position as before. I take great plea- 
sure in bearing testimony to the gallant conduct of Semmes', Ander- 
son's, and Barksdale's commands, whose timely arrival was of so 
much service to me. 

I can also bear testimony to the gallant deportment of Colonels 
Grigsby and Stafford, and the men under their command. Major 
General Stuart, with the pieces of artillery under his charge, con- 
tributed largely to the repulse of the enemy, and pursued them for 
some distance with his artillery and the thirteenth Virginia regiment, 
under the command of Captain Winston. The conduct of my own 
brigade was all that I could have desired, and I feel that it would be 
invidious to mention individual acts of courage where all behaved so 
well. My acting assistant adjutant general, Major Hale, and my aid, 
Lieutenant Early, were very active in bearing my- orders under fire 
and were of great service to me. The loss in my brigade, in this 
affair and under the shelling to which it was exposed while supporting 
General Stuart early in the morning, was eighteen killed and one 
hundred and sixty-six wounded. Colonel William Smith, of the 
forty-ninth Virginia, and Lieutenant Colonel Gibson, of the same 
regiment, were both seriously wounded, the former receiving three 
wounds, but remaining on the field in command of his regiment until 
after the close of the fight. 

Shortly after the repulse of the enemy, Colonel Hodges, in com- 
mand of Armistead's brigade, reported to me, and I placed it in line 
in the position occupied by my brigade, and placed the latter in line 
on the edge of the plateau which has been mentioned and parallel to 
the IJagerstown road, but under cover. Immediately after his re- 
pulse the enemy commenced shelling the woods where we were, and 
kept it up for some time, doing however, no damage. Major General 
McLaws brought up two brigades some time afterwards, placing one 
(Kershaw's) on the left of Armistead's, on the same line, and the 
other (Barksdale's) on my right. In this position we remained 
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during the rest of the day, the ensuing night, and all day Thursday, 
the 18th. The enemy made do further attack, but there were several 
demonstrations, as if another advance was intended, and there were 
at least three lines of battle formed on the opposite side of the 
Hagerstown road, near the woods, with a heavy line of skirmishers 
extending nearly up to the road. I deem it proper to state that all 
the killed and wounded of my own brigade were inside of my lines, 
as I established them after the fight, and that the killed and wounded 
of the enemy on this part of the field were also within the same lines. 
All my killed were buried, arid all my wounded were carried to the 
hospital in the rear, though, by some mismanagement on the part of 
the surgeons or quartermasters, of which I was not aware until too 
late, some ten or fifteen of my wounded were left in a hospital on the 
Maryland side of the river when we recrossed. Late in the afternoon 
of the 17th, I went to the rear to look after the other brigades of the 
division, and found Major Lowe, with about one hundred men of Law- 
ton's brigade, which he had collected together, and which I had moved 
Up to where my brigade was and posted on the right of it." Early 
next' morning General Hays, with about ninety men of his brigade, 
reported to me and was placed on my left, in the same line ; and, . 
during the morning, ^Captain Feagins, with about two hundred i 
men of Trimble's brigade, reported to me, and was posted in my rear. 
Only Johnson's and D'Aquin's batteries accompanied the division 
across the Potomac, the former being attached to Trimble's brigade 
and the latter to Hays' brigade. They were both engaged on the 
17th and suffered to some extent; but I am unable to give an account 
of their operations, as Johnson's battery was soon after detached from . 
the division and has since been amalgamated with another battery in >. 
some other command, and Captain D'Aquin was killed at Fredericks- 
burg. 

The other batteries, which had been detained at Harper's Ferry, . 
were brought over the river on the 18th by my orders. 

Recrossing the Potomac, Affairs at Boteler's Ford and Shep- 
herdstown, and march to bunker hlll. 

Having received the order from General Jackson after night on the* • 
18th, to move back as soon as my pickets were relieved by General 
Fitzhugh Lee's cavalry, which was between ten and eleven o'clock, I 
moved the division back, carrying along Armistead's brigade, and I 
believe this was the last division to move. It^recrossed the Potomac 
at Boteler's ford shortly after sunrise on the morning of the 1 9th, 
and was formed in-line of battle on the heights on the Virginia side, 
under the direction of General Longstreet. After remaining in posi- 
tion for two or three hours, the enemy having in the meantime opened 
an artillery fire from the opposite side of the Potomac, I was ordered 1 
to move towards Marti nsburg and to leave Lawton's brigade then in- . 
creased to about four hundred men and under command of Colonel \ 
Lamar, of the sixty-first Georgia regiment, in position on the height 
just below Boteler's ford. I accordingly moved in the direction indi- - 
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cated. until I was ordered to encamp for the night, near a school 
house, five or six miles from Shepherdstown. On the afternoon of the 
19th the enemy commenced crossing a small force at Boteler's ford, 
and Lawton's brigade gave way, abandoning its position. This bri- 
gade was very much reduced, having suffered terribly pn the 17th, 
and a considerable number of the men, being just returned from the 
hospitals, were without arms, and, without knowing the particulars of 
the affair, I am satisfied its conduct on this occasion was owing to the 
mismanagement of the officer in command of it. 

Next morning I was ordered to move back to the vicinity of Bote- 
ler's ford, with the three brigades which were with me. On arriving 
there, by orders from General Jackson, these brigades were placed in 
line of battle in rear of General A. P. Hill's division, in the woods, 
on the right and left of the road leading to the ford; my own and 
Hays' brigades being placed on the right and Trimble's brigade on 
the left. In this position they remained until late in the afternoon, 
while General Hill's division was engaged in front, being in range of 
the enemy's shells, by one of which Captain Fea^in, in command of 
the fifteenth Alabama regiment, was seriously wounded, he being the 
only regimental commander of that brigade who had not been killed 
or wounded at Sharpsburg. 

Late in the afternoon, I was ordered to move back, and on the way 
received orders to continue to move on, following Jackson's division, 
which preceded me, and did so until I was halted, about twelve o'clock 
at night, near the Opequon. We remained at this position until the 
24th, and then moved across the Opequon and camped on the Wil- 
liamsport turnpike, six or seven miles from Martinsburg. On the 
next day my camp was, moved to a place near the Tuscarora, about 
three miles from Martinsburg, and on the 27th we moved to Bunker 
Hil 

This embraces the whole of the operations of this division during 
the period designated in the order of the Lieutenant General com- 
manding this corps, as far as I am able to give them, and I am sorry 
that I am not able to do more justice to Lawton's, Trimble's and Hays' 
brigades in this report, but my difficulties in making it have already 
been explained, and it is owing to them, and not to any design on my 
part, that the report as to these brigades is not so complete as it is in 
regard to my own. 

1 submit herewith lists of killed, wounded and missing, from which 
it will appear that, in the period embraced, this division has lost in 
killed, five hundred an\ sixty-five ; in wounded, two thousand two 
hundred and eighty-four, and missing, seventy; making an aggregate 
of two thousand nine hundred and nineteen, showing the severity of 
the coutiicts in which it has been engaged. Its loss at Sharpsburg 
alone was one hundred and ninety-nine killed, one thousand one hua- 
dred and fifteen wounded, and thirty-eight missing, being an 
aggregate loss of one thousand three hundred and fifty- two out of 
less thin three thousand five hundred, with which it went into that 
action 

1 hope I may be excused for referring to the record shown by my 
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own brigade, which has never been broken or compelled to fall back, 
or left one of its dead to be buried by the enemy, but has invariably 
driven the enemy when opposed to him, and slept upon the ground on 
which it has fought in every action, with the solitary exception of 
the affair at Bristoe Station, when it retired under orders, covering 
the withdrawal of the other troops. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. EARLY, 
Brigadier General, commanding Division. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL W. B. TALIAFERRO, 
COMMANDING DIVISION. 



Richmond, J3eptember 10, 1862, 

To Major E. F. Paxton, 

A. A. A. General: 

Major : For the information of the Major General commanding, I 
have the honor to report the operations of the first division (Jackson's) 
from the time the army moved from Crenshaw's farm, near Orange 
Court-House, to the 29th ultimo, when, by the advice of the surgeon, 
I left the army for this place. 

On the morning of the 20th, I left Crenshaw's farm following the 
division of Major General Ewell, which marched in rear of that of 
Major General A. P. Hill, and, after crossing the Rapidan river at 
Somerville ford, bivouacked at Stevensburg, in Culpeper county, for 
the night. 

Next morning I was ordered to move the division to the front, and, 
after passing the divisions of General Jackson's corps, near Brandy 
Station, on the Orange and Alexandria railroad, I was pushed forward 
towards Cunningham's ford, on the Rappahannock. 

Action at Cunningham's Ford, August 21st. 

• On approaching this ford, I discovered the enemy on the opposite 
bank, (in what force I could not tell,) their infantry holding the edge 
of a corn-field and a skirt of woods which approached the river bank, 
and the brows of the hills overlooking the ford, I could not discover 
their batteries ; but supposed they would soon be exhibited. I halted 
the troops under cover of the woods, and ordered to the front, under 
charge of Major L. Shumaker, my chief of artillery, the long-range 
guns of Brockenbrough's, Wooding's, Poague's and Carpenter's bat- 
teries. 

These pieces having been placed in position soon developed tho 
position of the enemy's batteries, and, after a short resistance, silenced 
their guns, blowing up one of their caissons and dispersing, in confu- 
sion, their infantry. 

By direction of the Major General, the infantry was kept back, 
while a cavalry force was pushed over the ford to reconnoitre. 

This force, under Major General Stuart, (reinforced by a section of 
Brockenbrough's and Wooding's batteries,) remained over the river 
some two hours, capturing a number of prisoners and many arms, 
which had been abandoned in their haste to escape the severity of our 
shelling. 

Sometime after, the enemy was discovered moving large masses up 
ihe river from below us. Here, the cavalry having retired, his bat- 
vteries were again placed in position near the ford, and a large party 
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of skirmishers thrown out to the river hank ahove and below the ford. 
I at once detailed a sufficient force of sharpshooters from the third 
brigade t© hold the river bank, between whom and the enemy an ani- 
mated skirmish was kept up during the rest of the day. 

Towards night the enemy reinforced his skirmishers with a brigade 
of infantry, when I directed Major Shumaker to open upon them with 
his pieces, which, although it drew. upon our artillerists a heavy fire, 
which was continued as long as it was light enough to distinguish ob- 
jects, had the effect of driving them back in confusion. Our batteries 
then replied to those of the enemy with deliberation and vigor until 
dtirk. On the following morning, I was directed to hold the ford un- 
til the other division of General Jackson's corps had pissed to my left 
in the direction of Farley ford, on the Hazel river, and then to follow 
with my division. 

I had again, on the morning of the 22nd, a warm artillery fight 
with the enemy, resulting, as on the day previous, according to hi3 
published reports, in very considerable slaughter to the enemy. Our 
loss was twenty privates killed and wounded and no officers. 

*After the other divisions had made way for me, I moved to Farley 
ford. On reaching which point, I was ordered by General Lee to re- 
main until morning, for the purpose of uniting with General Hood in 
repressing any demonstration of the enemy at Freeman's ford, on the 
Rappahannock. 

Generals liood and Trimble were engaged with the enemy, who had 
crossed the Rappahannock, at the time that I approached the Hazel; but 
had driven them back across the river before I came up with them. 
We were only subjected to a few shells of the enemy, which did us no 
harm. 

On the 23rd, we marched to Scott's farm, near the White Sulphur 
Springs, and on the 24th, within one mile of Jeffersonton; each day 
being subjected to some little shelling. 

On the 25th, we marched this division in rear, from Jeffersonton 
across the Rappahannock at the ford next above Waterloo, and bivou- 
acked near Salem. On the 26th, marched within a mile of Bristoe 
Station, on the Orange and Alexandria railroad, passing through 
Thoroughfare Gap, each of these days without meeting the enemy, 
who was ignorant of our movements. 

Skirmish near Manassas Junction. 

On the morning of the 29th, I was ordered to send, before day. 
break, a brigade across Muddy Run by the county road to Manassag 
Junction. I accordingly sent forward on this service, the first brigade, 
Colonel Baylor, and followed with the rest of the division, as soon as 
General Hill's division permitted me to move. 

Colonel Baylor encountered a force of the enemy's cavalry, about 
a mile from the Junction, but soon dispersed them, Poague's battery 
of this brigade, doing good practice. Baylor then pushed beyond the 
Junction and aided in the rout of the enemy towards Centreville, and 
afterwards returned to Manassas Junction, 
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By the direction of the Major General commanding, I assumed 
command at the Junction, threw out the necessary pickets, made 
preparations for transporting such of the stores which had been cap- 
tured by General Trimble on the preceeding evening, as the captured 
wagons and our limited transportation would admit of, distributing 
to otir troops as much of the subsistence stores as they could eat and 
transport in their haversacks, and made preparations for the firing of 
the immense accumulation of commissary, quartermaster and ordnance 
stores, which were contained in the buildings and cars, of which latter 
there were over one hundred, all new and in the best order. 

At night, Major General Ewell, who had been fighting during the 
evening at Bristoe Station, having crossed Muddy run; by direction 
of Major General Jackson, I moved my division, wkh the entire train, 
across the Warrenton and Alexandria turnpike, pursuing the Old 
Mililary road to Sudley mills, and at daylight halted on the battle; 
field of the 21st of July, 1861. 

The second brigade, under the command of Colonel Bradley John- 
Ron, was thrown forward to Groveton ; the third brigade, Colonel Tal- 
iaferro, to Sudley Mills, and the first and fourth held about half a mile 
beyond the intersection of the turnpike with the Aldie road. 

Battle of Manassas, August 28tii. 

- On the morning of the 28th, the enemy made demonstrations upon 
the road leading from Warrenton, which were checked by the second 
brigade, and it was ascertained he was advancing his columns by the 
railroad on one side, and the .Warrenton turnpike on the other; that 
his intention was to rest the right of his left advance on the turnpike, 
and the right on the road to Sudley, and to attempt to cross Bull Run 
at the stone bridge and Sudley ford. 

I received orders about twelve o'clock M., from the Major General 
commanding, to move forward through the woods to attack his left, 
which was advancing from the direction of Gainesville towards Sudley. 
I accordingly pushed the first, third, and fourth brigades in that direc- 
tion, being followed by Major General Ewell. 

After marching some two and a half miles in the direction of 
Gainesville, and coming to the open field, to the right of Groveton, I 
discovered that the enemy had abandoned his intention of attempting 
to cross at Sudley, and was moving off to the right of the Warrenton 
turnpike; that the troops he had thrown forward had been recalled, 
and that the whole force which had crossed the turnpike were falling 
back and recrossing. At the same time, I received orders to halt my 
command. The enemy, in great force, could now be discovered leav- 
ing the turnpike to their left, and, apparently making for the rail- 
road about Manassas Junction. Our troops were immediately thrown 
forward in the direction of the turnpike, and lines of battle formed 
parallel to the road. In a short time their skirmishers advanced, and 
were almost immediately supported by an immense force which crossed 
the turnpike and advanced upon our lines. 

Tne first brigade was at this time on the right, the fourth next, the 
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second some distance on the left, having been withrawn from Grove- 
ton. As soon as the third brigade could g£t up, which was after the ac- 
tion commenced, it was moved first to the support of the batteries on 
the right, and then to the right of the first brigade. 

The batteries of Captains Wooding, Poague and Carpenter were 
placed in position in front of the first brigade, and just above the 
village of Groveton, and firing over the heads of the skirmishers, 
poured a most destructive fire of shot and shell upon the enemy. This 
was responded to by a most severe fire, and a new position selected 
ro the light of the first brigade, which enfiladed the enemy's guns, 
and ultimately dr.ove them from the field. The troops moved forward 
with splendid gallantry, and in most perfect order. 

Twice our lines were advanced, until we had reached a farm-house 
and orchard on the right of our line, and were within about eighty 
yards of a greatly superior force of the enemy. Here, one of the 
most terrific conflicts that can be conceived occurred Our troops held 
the farm-house and one edge of the orchard, while the enemy held the 
orchard and enclosure next to the turnpike. To our left there was no 
cover, and our men stood in an open field, without shelter of any kind. 
The enemy, although reinforced, never once attempted to advance upon 
our position, but withstood, with great determination, the teriible fire 
which our lines poured upon them. For two hours and a half with- 
out an instant's cessation of the most deadly discharges of musketry, 
round shot and shell, both lines stood unmoved, neither advancing, and 
neither broken or yielding, until at last about nine o'clock at night, 
the enemy slowly and sullenly fell back and yielded the field to our 
victorious troops. 

The loss on both sides was very heavy; but the proportion of killed 
and wounded of our men was, as far as I could judge upon the field, 
small, and the wounds generally slight. The commanding General 
has been, I presume, furnished with an official report cf the killed 
and wounded. 

The gallantry and heroism displayed by our troops is beyond all 
praise. The first brigade was more exposed than any other, and moro 
than sustained the reputation, which, under the leadership of the 
Major General commanding, on the same field over twelve months 
ago, it achieved, and which has distingnished its veteran troops in 
many of the hardest fought battles of the war. 

Colonel Baylor, fifth Virginia, who commanded it, was worthy his 
heroic command. No more exalted recognition of his worth and ser- 
vices can be uttered, and no higher tribute can be paid him, than to 
declare that he was worthy the command of the Stonewall brigade in 
the action of the 28th ultimo. 

Colonel Neff, thirty-third Virginia, while gallantly leading his 
regiment into action, was killed. Colonel Grigsby, twenty-seventh, 
wounded; Colonel Botts, second Virginia, mortally wounded; Major 
Nadenbousch, second Virginia, Major Terry, fourth, wounded, and 
others, whose names and whose gallantry have been, doubtless, re- 
ported to the commanding General. 

The second brigade, Colonel Bradley Johnston, which had been 
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subjected to severe picket duty the night previous, and on the morning 
of this day, and behaved with gallantry in the skirmishes of the 
morning, was not brought into action. 

The third brigade, commanded by Colonel A. G. Taliaferro, twenty- 
' third Virginia regiment, advanced splendidly under fire of the enemy, 
occupied the farm-house and orchard, on the right of our lines, held 
these against every effort of the enemy* to dislodge them, and 
ultimately drove the enemy from the orchard and the field beyond the 
turnpike. It is unnecessary to report that the gallantry of Colonel 
Taliaferro was conspicuous, and the conduct of his officers admirable. 
Lieutenant Colonel Walker, Major Stover, tenth Virginia, and Major 
Scott, twenty-third Virginia, were wounded whilst ably discharging 
their duties. I have no official information of the other casualties. 

The fourth brigade operated on the extreme left of the division. It 
was not in my power to be much with this brigade after the action 
had progressed far, but its gallantry was conspicuous, and the ability 
of its commander, Brigadier General W. E. Starke, was a guarantee 
that it did all that the gallaiU Louisianians who composed it were re- 
quired to perform. I was witness of their unflinching bravery and 
heroic conduct under a heavy fire during the early part of the en- 
gagement. I am ignorant of the casualties of the brigade. 

The reports of the brigade, regimental and battery commanders 
have, I suppose, been forwarded to you. After the action had been 
terminated, I, because of the condition of my wounds, turned over 
the command of the division to Brigadier General Starke. In con- 
clusion, I beg to recognize the gallantry of my personal staff, and the 
obligations I am under to them. I beg to mention Major W. A. Tal- 
iaferro, A. A. G.; Lieutenant R. K. Meade and Lieutenant P. A. Tal- 
iaferro; aids-de-camp, and to testify my regard for the gallantry and 
good conduct of my orderly, private Depriest, who was severely 
bounded, and of privates Dowman, Bowen and Tyree, couriers. 
I have the honor to be very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier General, commanding Division, A. V. 
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REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL WALKER, COMMAND- 
ING DIVISION, OF OPERATIONS AT HARPER'S FERRY: 

Headquarters Walker's Division, ) 
Camp near Winchester, Va., October 7, 1862. J 

Major E. F. Paxton, 

Assistant Adjutant and Insp'r General* Jackson's Corps, A. N. V. : 

Sir : I have tha honor to make the following report of the opera- 
tions of this division under my command in the reduction of Harper's 
Ferry : 

On the 9th of September, I was instructed by General Lee to pro- 
ceed from the Monocacy Junction near Frederick, Maryland, to the 
mouth of the Monocacy, and destroy the acqueduct of the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal. We arrived at the aqueduct about eleven o'clock, 
P. M., acd found it occupied by the enemy's pickets, whose fire, as they 
fled, severely wounded Captain Duffy, of the twenty-fourth North 
Carolina trocps, cf Brigadier General Ransom's brigade. Working 
parties were at once detailed and set to work to drill holes for blowing 
up the arches ; but after several hours of labor, it was apparent that, 
owing to the insufficiency of our tools and the extraordinary solidity 
and massiveness of the masonry, the work w T e had undertaken was one 
of days instead of hours. The movement of our main army from 
Frederick towards Hagerstown, which I had been officially informed 
would take place on the 10th, w r ould leave my small division in the 
immediate presence of a Tery strong force of the enemy, and, while it 
would be engaged in destroying the aqueduct, in a most exposed and 
dangerous position. I therefore determined to rejoin General Lee by 
way of Jefferson and Middletown as previously instructed by him. 

Before marching, however, I received instructions to cross the 
Potomac at Cheeks ford and proceed towards Harper's Ferry and co- 
operate with Major Generals Jackson and McLaws in the capture of 
the Federal force at that point. 

Early on the morning of the 10th, the aqueduct over the Monocacy 
was occupied by a large force of the enemy, with their artillery cbm- 
manding the aqueduct and its approaches, as well as Cheek's ford. I 
then determined to cross at the Point of Rocks, which I effected during 
the night of the 10th and by daylight on the 11th; but with much 
difficulty, owing to the destruction of the bridge over the canal and 
the steepness of the banks of the Potomac. 

My men being much worn down by two days and nights marching, 
almost without sleep or rest, we remained in camp during the 1 1th, 
and proceeded the next day towards Harper's Ferry, encamping at 
Hillsboro'. On the morning of the 13th, we reached the foot of the 
Blue Ridge, opposite the Loudon Heights, which I was instructed to 
occupy. From such reconnoissance as could be made from below, it 
seemed certain that Loudon Heights were unoccupied by the enemy. 
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To ascertain if such was the case, I detached Colonel John R. Cooke 
with his regiment, (the twenty-seventh North Carolina,) and the 
thirtieth Virginia Volunteers, who took possession of the Heights 
.without opposition and held them during the night. 

In the meantime, the enemy was being attacked on the Maryland 
Heights by the forces under Major General McLaws, and in the 
afternoon it became apparent that our forces had possession of 
the summit, which commands Harper's I*erry as well as Loudon 
Heights. 

That night and the next, the entire division, except that portion of 
it occupying Loudon Heights, were placed in a strong portion to 
prevent the escape of the enemy down the right bank of the Potomac. 
At daylight on the 14th, I sent Captain French, with two Parrott 
guns and two rifle pieces of Branch's Battery, under Lieutenant 
Martin, to Loudon Heights, where I immediately proceeded and placed 
them in position. I informed Major General Jackson of this by sig- 
nal, and awaited his instructions. In the meantime, we had attracted 
the notice of the enemy, who opened their batteries upon us, and it 
became necessary either to reply or withdraw our pieces. About one 
o'clock, P. M., I therefore gave orders to open fire upon the enemy's 
batteries and the troops upon Bolivar Heights, beyond Harper's Ferry. 
Our guns were served admirably and with great rapidity, and in two 
hours we had silenced an eight-gun battery near the Barbour house, 
except one gun, which was so close under the mountain that we could 
not see it. What other effect our fire had we could not tell ; but it 
evidently produced great consternation and commotion amongst the 
enemy's troops, especially the cavalry. 

During the engagement, one of the enemy's caissons was blown up 
by a well directed shot from French's battery. On our side we lost 
Lieutenant Robertson, of French's battery, killed; Major Wyatt, 
forty-eighth North Caroliua troops, and two-privates of French's bat- 
tery wounded. Our guns and horses sustained no injury. 

Owing to a heavy mist, which concealed Harper's Ferry from view, 
we did not cpen our fire until after eight o'clock, in the morning of 
the 15th, the enemy replying very feebly at first, and finally about 
nine o'clock, ceased firing altogether. About half past nine o'clock, 
we observed a white flag displayed from a large brick building in the 
upper town, when our batteries immediately ceased their fire, 
although I was not satisfied that it indicated a capitulation. 

It soon became apparent that such was the case, and after a short 
time we h*d the extreme satisfaction to see the head of Major Gene- 
ral A. P. Hill's column approaching the town, along the Charlestown 
turnpike. % 

My division, that evening, crossed the Blue Ridge and the Shenan- 
doah river, and by daylight, on the IGth, reached Shepherdsto\vn, and, 
early in the day v crossed the Potomac and reported to General Lee, 
near Sharpsburg, Maryland. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. WALKER, 
• Brigadier General commanding Division. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL WALKER OF BATTLE 
OF SHARPSBURG. 

Headquarters Walker's Division, > 
Camp near Winchester, Va. y October 14, 1862.) 

Major G. M. Sorrel, A. A. G , 

Right Wing, Army Northern Virginia : m 

Major : I have the honor to make the following report of the part 
borne by the division under my command in the battle of Sharpsburg, 
Maryland, on the l?th of September last: 

The division, composed of Ransom's and Walker's brigades, the 
latter commanded by Colonel Van H. Manning, to which was attached 
French's and Branch's light batteries, after participating in the cap- 
ture of the Federal forces at Harper's Ferry, crossed tho Blue Ridge, 
the Shenandoah and the Potomac, the latter at Sbepherdstown, and 
reached the neighborhood of Sharpsburg, Maryland, on the 16th 
ultimo, where I reported to General Lee. 

In accordance with his instructions, at daylight the next morning 
I placed the division on the extreme right of our position, and about 
a mile and a half south of Sharpsburg, my line of battle extending 
from a wood on the right to a group of barns, stables and out- houses 
on the left, in such way as to cover the ford over the Antietam creek, 
and to be within supporting distance of the command of Brigadier 
Geneial Tocmbs, which lay in front of the bridge across *the same 
stream. My batteries were placed on commanding heights in such 
way as to command the roads leading from the east, while a battalion 
of sharpshooters was posted along the wooded banks of the Antietam 
to hold the enemy in check, should he attempt to cross the stream at 
that point. While we were in this position the enemy made no 
attempt to cross the stream, and the only evidence of his being in our 
front was his artillery fire at long range and the reply of General 
Toombs' batteries, about a half mile to my left. 

Soon after nine o'clock, A. M., I received orders from General 
Lee, through Colonel Long, of his staff, to hasten to the extreme left 
to the support of Major General Jackson. Hastening forward as 
rapidly as possible along the rear of our entire line of battle, we ar- 
rived, soon after ten o'clock, near the w r oods which the commands of 
Generals Hood and Early were struggling heroicaliy to hold, but 
gradually and sullenly yielding to the irresistible weight of over- 
whelming numbers. Here we at once formed line of battle, under a 
sharp artillery fire, and, leaving the twenty-seventh North Carolina 
and third- Arkansas regiments to hold the open space between the 
woods aud Longstreet's left, the division, with Ransom's brigade on 
the left, advanced in splendid style, firing and cheering as they went, 
and in a few minutes cleared the woods, strewing it with the enemy's 
dead and wounded. 

Colonel Manning, with the forty-sixth » and forty-eighth North 
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Carolina and thirtieth Virginia, not content with the possession of the 
woods, dashed forward in gallant style, crossed the open fields beyond, 
driving the enemy before him like sheep, until arriving at a long line 
of strong post and rail fence, behind which heavy masses of the ene- 
my's infantry were lying, their advance was checked, and, it being 
impossible to climb over these fences under such a fire, these regi- 
' ments, after suffering a heavy loss, were compelled to fall back to the 
woods, where the forty-sixth and forty- eigh!h North Carolina regi- 
ments were quickly reformed ; but the thirtieth Virginia, owing to 
some unaccountable misunderstanding of orders, except Captain 
Hudgins' company, went entirely off the field, and, as a regiment, 
was not again engaged during the day. Captain Smith, of my staff, 
and myself succeeded in gathering up portions of it, which, acting 
with the forty-sixth North Carolina, afterwards did good service. 

Just before the falling back of these regiments, the gallant Colonel 
Manning was severely wounded and was compelled to leave the fi?ld, 
relinquishing the command' of the brigade to the next in rank, Colo- 
nel E. D. Hall, of the forty-sixth North Carolina regiment. The 
forty-eighth North Carolina regiment, Colonel R. C. Hill command- 
ing, after reforming, was sent by me, with French's and Branch's 
light batteries, to reinforce General Stuart on the extreme left, who 
was specially charged by General Jackson with the task of turning 
the enemy's right. % 

The falling back of a portion of Manning's brigade, enabled the 
enemy to temporarily re-occupy the point of woods near the position 
assigned to Colonel Cooke, commanding the twenty-seventh North 
Carolina and the third Arkansas regiments, upon whom the enemy 
opened a galling fire of musketry, which was replied to with spirit ; 
but the enemy having the cover of the woods, while. Colonel Cooke's 
command was on the open ground, this officer very properly drew 
them back to a corn-field and behind a rail fence, which gave thorn 
partial protection. From this position they kept up an effective fire 
upon the enemy, driving his artillerists from a battery they were 
attempting to get into position to bear upon Colonel Cooke's com- 
mand. They afterwards succeeded in getting off with their guns, but 
abandoned two caissons filled with rifle ammunition, from which Cap- 
tain French that night replenished his exhausted limber chests. 

Early in the afternoon, Major General Longstreet directed Colonel 
Cooke/with his own regiment (twenty-seventh North Carolina) and 
the third Arkansas, to charge the enemy, who was threatening his 
front as if to pass through the opening between the point of timber 
held by Ransom's brigade and Longstreet's left. This order was 
promptly obeyed, in the face of such a fire as troops have seldom en- 
encountered without running away, and with a steadiness and unfal- 
tering gallantry seldom equalled. Battery after battery, regiment 
after regiment opened their fire upon them, hurling a torrent of mis- 
siles through their ranks ; but nothing could arre3t their progress, 
and three times the enemy broke and fled before their impetuous 
charge. Finally they reached the fatal picket fences, before alluded 
to. To climb over them, ill the face of such a force and under such 
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a ( fire, would have been sheer madness to attempt, and their ammuni- 
tion being now almost exhausted, Colonel Cooke very properly gave 
the order to fall back, which was done in the most perfect order; 
after which, the regiments took up their former position, which they 
continued to hold until night. 

In the meantime, Brigadier General Ransom, whose brigade waa 
further on the left, having driven the enemy through and from the 
woods with heavy loss, continued with his own brigade and Colonel 
Hall's, forty-sixth regiment North Carolina, to hold it for the greater 
portion of the day, notwithstanding three determined infantry attacks, 
which each time was repulsed with great loss to the enemy, and against 
a most persistant and terrific artillery fire, by which the enemy hopsd, 
doubtless, to drive us from our strong position, the very key of the 
battle-field. His hopes, however, were not realized. True to their 
duty, for eight hours our brave men lay upon the ground, taking 
advantage of such undulations and shallow ravines as gave promise 
of partial shelter, while the fearful storm raged a few feet above their 
heads, tearing the' trees asunder, lopping off huge branches and filling 
the air with shrieks and explosions — realizing to the fullest the fear- 
ful sublimity of battle. 

Luring this time, in the temporary absence of General Ransom 
from his brigade to post the twenty-fourth North Carolina, which had 
gone too much to the left and beyond Barksdale's brigade, the enemy 
made a furioufcattack with heavy masses of infantry upon the posi- 
tion occupied by General Ransom. Colonel Ransom, of the thirty- 
fifth North Carolina, in temporary command of the brigade, not only 
repulsed the enemy, but pursued him across the field as far as the 
post and rail fence, inflicting upon him so severe a punishment that 
no other attempt of infantry was made on the position during the day. 
While I was with General Ransom's command, about half past four 
o'clock in the afternoon, an order was brought from General Long- 
street, directing General Ransom to advance and capture the enemy's 
batteries in his front. Having been previously instructed by General 
Jackson to hold my position in the woods until General Stuart could 
turn the enemy's right, and then to advance, I directed General Ran- 
som to delay the execution of General Longstreet's order until I 
could see General Longstreet in person, and confer with him on the 
subject. Upon my representation to him, he approved what I had 
done, and, while we were in conversation on the subject, General 
Jackson himself joined us and informed us that General Stuart had 
made the attempt spoken of, but found it impracticable, as the enemy's 
right was securely posted on the Potomac, and protected by heavy 
batteries of his reserve artillery. It was then determined that the 
attempt to force the enemy's right with our fearfully thinned ranks, 
and in the exhausted condition of our men, was an effort above our 
strength . Towards five o'clock in the afternoon, I was directed by Gen- 
eral Longstreet to move Ransom's brigade towards the right to reinforce, 
our centre, where the enemy were making demonstrations as if for an 
advance upon our position. No attack was, however, made; but the 
enemy's artillery continued to play upon the woods, upon our batte- 
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ries, and upon every position along our line, which they supposed to 
be occupied by our troops. Our own batteries replying but slowly 
for the want of ammunition. Gradually, as night approached, this 
fire died away, and darkness finally put an end to this long and bloody 
battle. My division rested until next morning where night overtook 
them, and upon the^ine occupied by them during the day. 

The conduct of the division was generally excellent, and, in so'mo 
instances, was brilliant in the extreme ' I desire, particularly, to call 
attention to the admirable conduct of the twenty-seventh North Car- 
olina, commanded by Colonel John It. Cooke, and the third Arkansas 
volunteers, commanded by its senior captain, John \V. Pteedy. 

The coolness and good conduct of Colonel Van II. Manning, com- 
manding brigade, until wounded and carried from the field, is worthy 
all praise. Colonel Hall, of the forty-sixth North Carolina troops, 
who, as next in rank, assumed command of the brigade, handled his 
regiment and the other portions of the brigade falling under his com- 
mand, with skill and judgment. 

To Brigadier General Ransom's coolness, judgment and skill, we 
are, in a great degree, indebted for the successful maintenance of our 
position on the left, which, to have been permanently gained by the 
enemy, would, in all probability, have been to us the loss of the 
battle. 

General Ransom speaks in high terms of the conduct of Colonel 
Ransom, of the thirty-fifth North Carolina, of Lieutenant Colonel 
Bryson, of the twenty-fifth, and Adjutant Cooke, of the twenty- 
fourth North Carolina regiments, as having particularly distinguished 
themselves. , 11 

The light batteries of Captains French and Branch, the latter under 
command of Lieutenant R. G. Fegram, at different times during the 
day were engaged with the enemy, and did good service, especially 
French's, posted on the extreme left, and under the immediate orders 
of General Stuart. 

Captain Win. A. Smith, my assistant adjutant general, and Lieu- 
tenant J A. Gait, aid-de-carap, were with me upon the field and ren- 
dered me valuable assistance in transmitting orders. 

The division suffered heavily, particularly Manning's command, 
(Walker's brigade,) which, at one time, sustained almost the whole 
fire ( f the enemy's right wing. Going into the engagement, as it was 
neee.-sary for us to do, to support the sorely pressed divisions of Hood 
and Early, it was, of couise, impossible to make dispositions based 
upon a careful reconnoisance of the localities. 

The post and rail fences stretching across the fields lying between 
ub iu»d the enemy's position, I regard as the fatal obstacle to our com- 
plete success on the left, and success there would, doubtless, have 
changed the fate of the day. Of the existence of these obstacles 
noiiC of my division had any previous knowledge, and we learned it 
at the expense of many valuable lives. 

I aai, Major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. WALKER, 
Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL HOOD, OF OPERA- 
TIONS OP HIS DIVISION, FROM FREEMAN'S FORD TO 
. BATTLE OF SHARPSBURG. 



Division Headquarters, September 27, 1862. 

Major G. M. Sorrell, A. A. G. : 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper- 
ations of this division, composed of two brigades, fourth Alabama, 
second and eleventh Mississippi, and sixth North Carolina, Colonel 
E. M. Law commanding ; my own brigade, first, fourth and fifth 
Texas, eighteenth Georgia and Hampton legion, and Riley's, Bach- 
tnan's and Garden's batteries, Major B. W. Frobel commanding, in 
the engagements at Freeman's ford, on the Rappahannock river, Au- 
gust 22d ; plains of Manassas, August 29th and 3()th ; Boonsborp' 
Gap, Maryland,. September 14th, and Sharpsburg, Maryland, Septem- 
ber 16th and 17th, 1862 : 

On the 22d August, agreeable to orders of the commanding Gene- 
ral, I proceeded to Freeman's ford to relieve General Trimble's brig- 
ade. On my arrival in the afternoon, I found the enemy had crossed 
over the river, and were in the immediate front of General Trimble. 
The Texas brigade being placed on the right, and Colonel Law's on 
the left, the attack was at once made, General Trimble leading off in 
the centre. 

The enemy were driven precipitately over the Rappahannock with 
considerable loss, not less, I think, than from two to three hundred. 
During the engagement, Major Whaley, fifth Texas, fell, gallantly 
discharging his duties. The next night, the command marched to 
Waterloo ford, and relieved General A. P. Hill's division. From this 
point, having joined the main body of General Longstreet's forces, 
the march was continued in the direction of Manassas. On ar- 
riving at Thoroughfare Gap, the enemy were drawn up in line to dis- 
pute our passage. After a spirited little engagement with them by 
General D. R. Jones' troops, on the evening of the 2Sth instant, our 
forces were able to bivouac for the night, beyond the gap. The next 
morning, at daylight, the march was again resumed, with this divis- 
ion in the advance, Lieutenant Colonel Upton, of the fifth Texas, in 
command of a party of select Texan riflemen, constituting the ad- 
vance guard. 

Coming up with the rear guard of the enemy, before sunrise, this 
gallant and distinguished officer drove them before him so rapidly that 
halts would have to be made for the troops in rear to rest. Early in the 
day, we came up with the main body of the enemy on the plains of Ma- 
nassas, engaging Gen. J ackson's forces. Disposition of the troops being 
made, the Texas brigade advanced in line of battle down, and on the 
immediate right of, the pike leading to the stone bridge, and Colonel 
Law's brigade on the left. Arriving on a line with the line of bat- 
tle established by General Jackson, the division was halted by order* 
of the General commanding. 
14 
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About four o'clock in the afternoon, the enemy made a fierce at- 
tack upon General Jackson, his noble troops holding their ground 
with their usual gallantry. At sunset, an order came to me from tho 
commanding General to move forward and attack the enemy. Before, 
however, this division could come to attention, they were attacked, 
and I instantly ordered the two brigades to move forward and charge 
the enemy, which they did most gallantly, driving them in confusion 
in front of them. Colonel Law's brigade being engaged with a very 
heavy force of the enemy, captured one piece of artillery, three stands 
of colors and one hundred prisoners, and the Texas brigade, three 
stands of colors. It soon became so rerydark that it was impossiblo 
to puraue the enemy any further. 

At twelve o'clock at night, orders came to retake our position on 
the right of General Jackson, in w r hich we remained until four o'clock, 
next afternoon, (August 30th,) when the battle of the plains of Ma- 
nassas commenced, by a most vigorous attack by the enemy upon the 
right of General Jackson. After a severe struggle, the enemy gave 
way in great confusion on the left of the pike, and, by direction of 
the General commanding, I moved forward this division, with the 
Texas brigade on the right of the pike and Colonel Law's advancing 
on the left, and passing over to the right. Within one hundred and 
fifty yards after leaving their position, the Texas brigade became en- 
gaged with a heavy force of the enemy ; but, with their usual daring 
and enthusiasm, they charged gallantly on, driving a largely superior 
force a distance of one and a half miles, causing terrible slaughter in 
their ranks, capturing a battery of four guns crowning the heights 
near the Chinn house — Colonel Law's brigade having moved for- 
ward on the left, driving the enemy, and accomplishing mo3t 
noble work in their immediate front. The Texas brigade hav- 
ing gained the heights, and being a long distance in advance 
of the remainder of our troops, and very much exhausted, I 
ordered them to halt arid hold their ground. Soon after, General 
Evans' brigade came up and became engaged. I passed on to the 
heights, and assisted in placing other brigades in position as they ar- 
rived on the field, and io soon as my o\u troops were sufficiently 
rested, they were brought forward, and slept upon the field of battle 
near the Sudlsy ford road. 

The noble troops of this division captured four (4) pieces of artil- 
lery and eight stands of colors, and, as to their gallantry and un- 
flinching courage, they stand unsurpassed within the history of tho 
world. 

Many gallant officers and men fell upon this memorable field, and 
our country has cause to regret the loss of none of her sons more 
than that of Lieutenant Colonel John C. Upton, fifth Texas ; Major 
Townsend, of the fourth Texas; Lieutenant Colonel Ruff and Major 
Griffin, of the eighteenth Georgia, and Captain K. Bryan, acting 
Major of the fifth Texas, fell, severely wounded, whilst nobly dis- 
charging their duties. Of the different regimental commanders, too 
• much cannot be said ; Colonel J. B. Robertson, fifth Texas, was 
wounded, whilst directing bis regiment far in advance of the crest of 
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the hill, when the brigade was ordered to halt; Colonel W..T. Wof r 
ford, of the eighteenth Georgia; Lieutenant Colonel B. F. Carter, 
commanding fourth Texas ; Lieutenant Colonel P. A. Work, first 
Texas ; Lieutenant Colonel Gary, commanding Hampton legion ; Col- 
onel Stone, second Mississippi; Colonel P. F. Liddell, eleventh 
Mississippi ; Lieutenant Colonel 0. K. McLcmore, fourth Alabama, 
and Major R. F. Webb, sixth North Carolina, although not wounded, 
were conspicuous upon this hotly contested field, leading forwad the 
many brave men of their commands. After all the field and acting 
field officers of the fifth Texas regiment had fallen, Captain J. N. M. 
Turner gallantlj led that regiment through. 

The next day, after burying the dead, the march was continued to 
Sudley ford, and from thence to Hagerstown, Maryland, via Freder- 
ick City, crossing the Potomac at White's ford near Leesburg. 

On the morning of the 14th September, we marched back to Boons- 
boro' Gap, a distance of some thirteen miles. This division, arriving: 
between three and four o'clock, P. M., found the troops of General 
D. H. Hill engaged with a large force of the enemy. By direction 
of the commanding General, I took up my position on the left of the 
pike. Soon orders came to change over to the right, as our troops 
on that side were giving way to superior numbers. On the march to* 
the right, I met General Drayton's brigade coming out, saying the 
enemy had succeeded in passing to their rear. I at once inclined 
more to the right, over a very rugged country, and succeeding in 
getting in a position to receive the enemy. I at once ordered the 
Texas brigade, Colonel W. T. Wofford commanding, and the third 
brigade, Colonel E. M. Law commanding, to move forward with bay- 
onets fixed, which they did with their usual gallantry, driving the en- 
emy and regaining all of our lost ground, when night came on and 
further pursuit ceased. On this field, fell mortally wounded, Lieuten- 
ant Colonel 0 K. McLemore, of the fourth Alabama, a most eflicient, 
gallant and valuable officer. 

Soon after night, orders w r ere received to withdraw, and for this 
division to constitute the rear guard of the army. The march was 
accordingly taken up in the direction of Sharpsburg. Arriving on 
the heights across the Antietam river, near the town, about twelve^. 
M., on the 15th instant, I was ordered to* take p&sition in line of" 
battle on the right of the road leading to Boonshoro', but soon re- 
received orders to move to the extreme left, near St. Mum ma church, 
on the Hagerstown pike, remaining in this position, under fire of 
the shells from the enemy, until nearly sunset t)n the evening of 
the 16th. 

The enemy, having crossed higher up the Antietam, made an, 
attack upon the left flank of our line of battle, the troops of this* 
division being the only forces on our side engaged. We succeeded: 
in checking and driving back the enemy a short distance, when night 
came on and soon the firing ceased. During the engagement the- 
brave and eflicient Colonel P. F. Liddell, eleventh Mississippi, fell,, 
mortally wounded. The officers and men of my command having; 
been without food for three days, except a half-ration of beef for on* 
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day, and green corn, General Lawton,with two brigades, was directed 
to take my position, to enable my men to cook. 

On the morning of the 17th instant, about three o'clock, the firing 
commenced along the line occupied by General Lawton. At six 
o'clock I received notice from him that he would require all the as- 
sistance I could give Jiim. A few minutes after, a member of his 
staff reported to me that he was wounded and wished me to come for- 
ward as soon as possible. Being in readiness, I at once marched 
out on the field, in line of battle, and soon became engaged with an 
immense force of the enemy, consisting of not less than two corps of 
their army. It was here that I witnessed the most terrible clash of 
arms, by far, that has occurred during the war. The two little giant 
brigades of this division wrestled with this mighty force, losing hun- 
dieds of their gallant officers and men, but driving the enemy from 
his position and forcing him to abandon hi3 guns on our left. The 
battle raged with the greatest fury until about nine o'clock, the ene- 
my being driven from four to five hundred yards. 

Fighting, as we were, at right angles with the general line of 
battle, and General Ripley's brigade being the extreme left of Gene- 
ral D. H. HilPs forces, and continuing to hold their ground, caused 
the enemy to pour in a heavy fire upon the rear and right flank of 
Colonel Law's brigade, rendering it necessary to move the division to 
the lett and rear, into the woods near the St. Mumma church, which 
we continued to hold until ten o'clock, A. M.,when General McLaws 
arrived with his command, which was at once formed in line and 
moved forward, engaging the enemy. My command was marched to 
the rear, ammunition replenished, and returned at twelve, M., taking 
position, by direction of the General commanding, in rear of the 
church, with orders to hold it. 

About four o'clock, P. M., by order, the division moved to the 
right, near the centre, and remained there until the night of the J 8th 
instant, when orders were received to recross the Potomac. 

I would respectfully state that in the morning, about four o'clock, 
A. M., I sent Major Blanton, aid de camp, to Major General D. H. 
Hill, to know if he could furnish any troops to assist in holding the 
left of our position. He replied that he could not, and the Major 
General commanding is aware of the number of messages received 
from me asking for reinforcements, which I felt were absolutely re- 
quired after seeing the great strength of the enemy in my front, and 
1 am thoroughly of the opinion had General McLaws arrived by half- 
past eight o'clock, A. M., our victory on the left would have been as 
thorough, quick and complete, as upon the plains of Manassas on the 
80th of August. 

During the engagement, Major Dingle, of the Hampton legion, 
gallantly bearing the colors of his regiment, Major Dale, first Texas, 
and Major Evans, eleventh Mississippi, fell whilst leading their brave 
comrades against ten times their numbers. Colonel Stone, Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Humphreys and Major Blair, second Mississippi, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Butler, eleventh Mississippi, Captain Scruggs, fourth 
Alabama, and Major Webb, Bixth North Carolina, also received severe 
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wounds. Conspicuous were Colonels Law and Wofford, commanding 
brigades. Lieutenant Colonel Gary, commanding Hampton legion ; 
Lieutenant Colonel P. A. Work, commanding first Texas; Lieutenant 
Colonel B. F. Carter, commanding fourth Texas ; Captain Turner, 
commanding fifth Texas, although not wounded, deserve great credit 
for their skillful management and coolness during the battle. It is 
but justice to Colonel J. C. G. Key, fourth Texas, to state that he 
was present at the battles of Boonsboro' Gap and Sharpsburg, although 
unable to take command of his regiment, in consequence of a severe 
wound received at the battle of Gaines' Farm, June 27th, 1862. 

During this engagement and that of the battle of Manassas, Riley's, 
Bachman's and Garden's batteries were admirably handled by the bat- 
tery commanders ; Major B. W. Frobel, commanding, acting with 
great coolness and judgment upon the field. 

Too much cannot be said of the members of my staff. The chief, 
Major W. H. Sellers, had his horse shot whilst ably directing the 
Texas brigade, at the battle of Manassas, during the time of my 
being sent for by the General commanding to receive additional 
orders. He has proven himself competent to command a brigade 
under all circumstances; This distinguished officer, together with 
my two aids, Major B. H. Blanton and Lieutenant James Hamilton, 
had their horses shot during the battle of Sharpsburg, whilst most 
gallantly pushing forward the troops and transmitting orders. Major 
Blanton, Lieutenant Hamilton, Lieutenant Joseph Phillips, G. S. A., 
of General Magruder's staff, and Captain C. S. Mills, A. Q. M. first 
Texas regiment, rendered most invaluable service during the battle of 
Manassas in bringing forward and placing in position additional 
brigades upon the long to be remembered heights aronad the Chinn 
house. Lieutenant D. L. Sublett, acting division ordnance officer, 
was prompt in bringing forward ammunition, and otherwise efficiently 
performed the duties pertaining to his department. All praise is due 
Dr. Darby, chief surgeon of the division, for his untiring efforts and 
skillful manner in caring for the numerous wounded. Dr. Roach, 
senior surgeon Texas brigade, and Dr. Hubbard, senior surgeon Law's 
brigade, Dr. Breckinridge, and all other surgeons and assistant sur- 
geons of this command, have my heartfelt thanks for their able 
services. I would be wrong in hot acknowledging the valuable ser- 
vices rendered during the several engagements, in transmitting 
orders, of the following couriers of this command : M. M. Temple- 
man, T. W. C. Lake, J. P. Mahony, James Malone, W. E. Duncan, 
J. A. Mann, W. J. Barbee, W. G. Jesse, J. J. Haggerty and J. H. 
Drake. 

For additional particulars reference is made to the reports of bri- 
gade and regimental commanders, herewith respectfully submitted. 
Below will be found a report of casualties. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. HOOD, 
Brigadier General, commanding Division* 
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GENERAL SUMMARY OF KILLED AND WOUNDED in 
the Division commanded by Brigadier General J, B. Hood. 



Freeman's Ford 

Manassas Plains....*... 
Sharpsburg, Maryl'nd 

Manassas Plains 

Boonsboro' Gap 

Sharpsburg, Mary Pud 

Grand total 



Brigades. 



Texas. 



Law's. 



Killed. 



m 
o 



5 

10 



24 



T3 l— i 



70 
59 
63 
3 
44 



229 



WOUNDED. 



m 

o 



1 

33 
35 
20 
2 
44 



135 



507 
382 
244 
9 

335 



Missing. 



o 



1,486 1 2 



1* 



12 
61 



25 
98 



o 



10 
628 
548 
320 

14 
454 



1.974 



REPORT OP BRIGADIER GENERAL RODES. 



Headquarters D. H. Hill's Division, > 
Ftbruary 4, 1863. S 

Lieutenant Colonel C. J. Faulkner, 

A. A. (?., Headquarters Second Corps : 

Colonel: In reply to your note of yesterday, I beg to say that I 
am informed that General Hill has already forwarded to General Lee 
a report of the operations of this division during the period indicated. 
Under these circumstances, and being only temporarily in command of 
the division, I would respectfully "refer the Lieutenant General com- 
manding to that document. 

I have the honor to be, Colonel, 

Your obedient servant, 

* R. E. RODES, 
Brig. Gen. commanding Division, 



REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL D. R. JONES OF SECOND 
BATTLE OF MANASSAS, AND OPERATIONS IN MARY. 
LAND. 



Richmond, Va., December 8, 1862. 

Major G. M. Sorrel, 

A. A. G.j LongsireeVs Corps : 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following reports of the' 
movements of my division, and of the part it performed in the en- 
gagements of the campaign in Northern Virginia and Maryland.. 
iSerious illness and absence from the field has delayed its appearance 
till now : 

. On the 15th August last, the division I commanded reached Gor- 
don sville by rail, and camped near that place. Marching thence, and 
crossing Rapidan river on the 18th, on the 23d, under order from 
General Longstreet, I advanced Drayton's brigade on the road lead- 
ing to Reverly ford, on the Rappahannock river, in support of the 
Washington artillery, sending Anderson's brigade to the right, in 
direction of railroad bridge, with orders to report to General Evans, 
supporting artillery in that direction. 

Fire was to be opened on the enemy's batteries simultaneously. 
Anderson's brigade, being under command of General Evans, will fig- 
ure in his report. Drayton's brigade, supported by Toombs' brigade, 
commanded by Colonel Denning, of seventeenth Georgia, took no part 
in the action which ensued, the river not being fordable in their front, 
and sufleied but few casualties. 

On the 25th, I took position in front of Waterloo bridge, sending 
forward a regiment of sharpshooters from Drayton's brigade, which, 
engaging the enemy across the river, suffered some slight loss. 
Crossing the Rappahannock river, I reached Thoroughfare Gap on the 
28th, and, under orders from General Longstreet, sent forward the 
ninth Georgia regiment, Anderson's brigade, in the gip, following it 
with my whole division, which I disposed of by placing Anderson's 
brigade on the hill to the left, with Drayton's brigade and two regi- 
ments of Toombs' brigade on the hill to the right, holding the other two* 
regiments of Toombs' brigade in reserve. The ninth Georgia drove 
out some few of the enemy's skirmishers, who fell back on their main 
body, then seen advancing from the woods, in front of the gap, and 
taking position on the plateau, parallel with the mountain range, and 
distant therefrom about half a mile. They appeared before my dis- 
position of troops had been completed and opened a very heavy fire 
of artillery on the road and on the mountain sides flanking it. Hav- 
ing no artillery to reply w T ith, there being no position in which it 
could be placed, so far as I had been able to reconnoitre the ground, 
the enemy advanced his guns to a point but little over three hundred 
yards from the entrance to the gap, and made heavy demonstrations 
on the right and left, bringing him in contact with Anderson's bri- 
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gade on- tbo left, which repulsed him in most gallant style and with 
heavy loss. In this encounter, the first Georgia regulars greatly dis- 
tinguished themselves. 

On the right, the .demonstration resulted only in skirmishing. 
After the repulse of his efforts at flanking, the enemy withdrew his 
artillery to the plateau on which he had at first appeared, and kept up * 
a very heavy fire till dark, when, appearances indicating his retreat, 
I advanced my command and bivouacked beyond the gap unmolested 
by the enemy. The intense darkness and ignorance of the fords over 
the creek in my front prevented pursuit. 

My entire loss in this engagement wa3 not more than twenty-five. 
The number of the enemy engaged amounted to over eleven thousand, 
under the command of General Ilicketts, as appeared from northern 
papers. 

, My division, of three brigades, was alone engaged on our side. 

Early on the morning of the 29th, I took up the line of march in 
the direction of the old battle ground of Manassas, whence heavy 
fifing was heard ; arriving on the ground about noon, my command 
was stationed on the extreme right of our whole line, and, during the 
balance of the day, was subjected to shelling, resulting in but few 
casualties. On the morning of the 30th, slight alterations were made 
in the disposition of my command, throwing it more forward and to 
the right. The battle, meanwhile, raging fiercely on the left, about 
five o'clock in the afternoon, my command was ordered forward ; I 
brought it up with the exception of Drayton's brigade, which was 
detained by a report from Captain Kosser, of the cavalry, on the ex- 
treme right, that the enemy were attempting to flank our line in that 
direction. I took position near the " Chinn house," with the brigades 
of Toombs and Anderson, and anticipating what my orders would be, 
General Longstreet not being then near me, and seeing the great 
results within reach, I pushed them forward upon the enemy, design- 
ing, with Drayton's brigade, to turn and completely sweep the right 
of the field. The two brigades went in most gallantly, suffering 
severe loss. Again and again did I send for Drayton, who, after 
delaying till he heard the unfounded nature of the report on which he 
acted, hurried up at speed and went in on the right, only a few 
moments before firing ceased, at dusk, too late to accomplish the 
results contemplated. General Toombs, released from the arrest under 
which he had been since the Idth instant, came upon the field shortly 
after his brigade went under fire, and accompanied it in action. He 
brought me orders from General Longstreet, directing the movements 
I had anticipated and was then making. Night came on, and my 
troops slept on the field. 

Both Anderson's and Toox,bs' brigades suffered severely in the 
action. In the former brigade of five regiments, but one field officer 
was untouched. Colonel Wilson, of the seventh Georgia, the grey- 
haired hero of many fights, fell, mortally wounded. 'Officers and men 
never behaved better than did mine on that day. On the morning of 
the 3 1 st, I took up line of march in the direction of Sudley ford, cross- 
ing at it, and marching to Chantilly the next day ; whence, under 
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orders from General Longstreet, I sent Toombs 5 and Anderson's brig- 
ades to the support of General Jackson, who was engaged with the 
enemy at Ox Hill. These brigades took up line of battle on the right 
of the turnpike, and slowly advanced into the woods bordering it, 
supposed to contain the enemy. Night coming on and no enemy be- 
* ing visible, my troops were withdrawn to the j*oad for bivouac. Cap- 
tain Thurston ordnance officer of my division, was here captured 
while carrying my orders, riding into the enemy's lines by mistake. 

Remaining in position at Ox Hill during the 2nd, I marched, on the 
3rd, for Leesburg by the Dranesville road, crossing Goose creek and 
reaching that place on the evening of the 4th. On the morning of 
<Jth September, I crossed my division into Maryland, now increased 
to six brigades, by the addition of Kemper's brigade, Pickett's brig- 
ade, commanded by Brigadier General Garnett, and Jenkins' brigade, 
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Walker, marched through Buckeys- 
town, and camped on the banks of the Monoccacy, marching next day 
to the Monoccacy Junction and going into camp near Federick City. 

On the morning of the 10th, 1 marched through Boonsboro' Funks- 
town and Hagerstown, camping near the latter place on the Williams- 
port road, on the 12th. 

On the 14th, I marched, on the Frederick road, in the direction of 
that city, hearing heavy firing, leaving Toombs' brigade in command 
of Hagerstown, and eleventh Georgia regiment, of Anderson's brig- 
ade, in charge of wagon train. Halting just beyond Boonsboro', 
Drayton's and Anderson's brigades were temporarily detached from 
my command and ordered to report to General D. H. Hill. With my 
three other brigades present* I was ordered, by General Longstreet,* 
to march to a pass about a mile to the right of the main road, through 
which the enemy was said to be flanking our army. 

Reaching the pass and finding the report incorrect, I was directed 
to bring my brigades as rapidly as possible back to the main road and 
to the mountain top, and, under orders from General Longstreet, 
placed Kemper and Garnett, supported by Jenkins' brigade, in position 
on the ridge to the left of the road and above it. While taking posi- 
tion, my troops were exposed to severe shilling, and shortly after- 
wards, to a heavy infantry attack in overwhelming numbers. Despite 
the odds, they held their ground until dark, when the brigades on my 
left giving way, they were withdrawn in comparatively good order to 
the foot of the mountain. The enemy did not pursue his advantage, 
and our troops were marched to Sharpsburg, which we reached on the 
morning of the 15th. On this march Anderson's brigade was assigned 
to General Hood, to act as a rear guard, and General Toombs, with 
two regiments of his brigade, joined me, the balance of his brigade 
having been sent to Williamsport with wagons. 

My command took possession of the heights in front of and to the 
right of the town, being the extreme right of our whole line. I ord- 
ered General Toombs to defend the brigde over the Antietam creek 
in front of me, with the second and twentieth Georgia regiments, 
reinforced by a half company from Jenkins' brigade and the fiftieth 
♦Georgia regiment, of Drayton's brigade. These reinforcements took 
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but small part in what ensued, from the nature of theft position. The 
enemy appeared on the opposite side of the creek, and heavy artillery 
firing was kept up during the day, continuing also the iGth, with but 
little damage to my command. 

Daylight of the 17th of September, gave the signal for a terrific . 
cannonade. The battle raged with intensity on the left and centre ; 
but the heavy masses in my front, repulsed again and again in their 
attempts to force the passage of the bridge by the two regiments be- 
fore named, comprising four hundred and three men, assisted by artil- 
lery I had placed in position on the heights, were unable to effect a 
crossing, and manoevred as if about to cross below, at some of the 
numerous fords. My command had been further reduced on the right, 
by detaching Garnett's brigade to the front of the town, leaving me 
for the defense of the right, with only Toombs 5 two regiments, and 
Kemper's, Drayton's and Walker's brigades. 

When it its known that on that morning, my entire command of six 
brigades, comprised only two thousand four hundred and thirty men, 
the enormous disparity of force with which I contended can be seen. 

About this time the two regiments of Toombs' brigade, seventeenth 
and fifteenth Georgia, which had been left behind, accompanied by 
five companies of the eleventh Georgia regiment, Anderson's brigade, 
came upon the field and were at once placed at General Toombs' dis- 
posal to aid in the defence of the bridge. My force before having 
been too weak to aid him with a single man. Before, however r they 
could be made available for that purpose the gallant second and twen- 
tieth, having repulsed five separate assaults and exhausted their last 
round of ammunition, fell back, leaving the bridge to the enemy. 
Meanwhile General A. P. Hill had come up on my right, and was 
effecting a junction with my line, several of his batteries already in 
position, assisting mine in firing on the enemy now swarming over 
the bridge. Undeterred, except momentarily, by this fire, the enemy 
advanced in enormous masses, to the assault of the heights. Sweep- 
ing up to the crest, they were mowed down by Brown's battery, the 
heroic commander of which had been wounded but a few moments 
before. They overcame the tough resistance offered by the feeble 
forces opposed to them, and gained the heights, capturing Mcintosh's 
battery, of General Hill's command. Kemper and Drayton were 
driven back through the town ; the fifteen South Carolina, Colonel De 
Sausure, fell back very slowly and in order, forming the nucleus on 
which the brigade rallied. Jenkin's brigade held its own, and from 
its position in the orchard, poured a destructivajire on the enemy. 

General Toombs, whem I had sent for, arriving from the right, with 
a portion of his brigade and part of the eleventh Georgia regiment, 
was ordered to charge the enemy. This he did most gallantly, sup- 
ported by Aicher's brigade, of Hill's command, delivering fire at less 
than fifty yards, dashing at the enemy with the bayonet, forcing him 
from the crest and following him down the hill, Mcintosh's battery 
, was retaken., and, assisted by other pieces which were now brought up 
to the edge of the crest, a terrific fire was opened on the lines of the 
enemy between the ^lope and the creek, ^hich finally breaking them, 
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caused a coNi\i*ed retreat to the bridge. Night had now come on, 
putting an end to the conflict, and leaving my command in possession 
of the ground we had held in the morning, with the exception of the 
bridge. In this day's battle fell Lieut. Colonel Holmes, second Georgia, 
and Colonel Mulligan, fifteenth Georgia, dying as brave men should do. 

In the morning of the 18th, much sharpshooting took place, con- 
tinuing all day. At nine o'clock, P. M , I took up line of march for 
the Potomac, which river I crossed, taking with me all my artillery, 
wagons and material, without any loss whatever, camping near Shep- 
herdstown, Virginia, on the morning of the 10th. 

I have the greatest reason to be satisfied with the officers and men 
of my command. 

To my staff, I am particularly indebted. Major Conard, my A. A. 
General, displayed on all occasions that cool courage and discrimina- 
tion which predict for him a brilliant military career. I am much 
gratified at his well merited promotion. 

Captain Osman Latrobe, my inspector general, on all occasions, and 
particularly at Sharpsburg, conducted himself with distinguished 
gallantry. Wherever the battle raged hottest, there was he directing 
and encouraging the troops. I earnestly recommend his promotion 
to the rank. of major. Surgeon Barksdale, of my staff, did more than 
his duty, exposing himself on the field, and rendering me valuable 
assistance. 

Captain Philip B. Jones, Jr., volunteer aid on my staff, displayed 
great gallantry, carrying my orders through the heat of battle. Cap- 
tain E. N. Thurston, my ordnance officer, previous to his capture at Ox 
Hiil, carried my orders with great promptness, displaying perfect cool- 
ness on all occasions when . in the face of the enemy. 

My regular aid-de-camp, First Lieutenant J. W. Ford, during the 
recent campaign was acting as assistant quartermaster of my division, 
and discharged the duties of his office to my entire satisfaction. It 
affords me pleasure to mention in the highest terms the efficiency of 
Major Moses, my division commissary. 

Mr. Charles W. Williams, volunteer aid on my staff, was of much 
service to me. He was with me throughout the campaign, and never 
for one moment did he falter in his zeal for the service, or his con- 
spicuous coolness. I heartily recommend him for a commission in the 
Confederate service. Captain H. E. Young, A. A. General, and Mr. 
Hugh Rose, volunteer aids for the occasion, served most faithfully, 
obeying with cool courage and much gallantry, all orders given them. 

D. R. JONES, Major General. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL J. R. JONES OF OPE- 
RATIONS FROM SEPTEMBER 7th, TO DECEMBER 12th, 
1862. 

Headquarters Jones' Brigade, > 
January 21, 1862. J 

Major Pendleton, 

A. A. 6?., Headquarters Second Corps : * 

Major : In obedience to orders, received from corps headquarters, 
I respectfully submit the following report of the operations of Jack- 
son's division, during the period which I had the honor to command 
it, being from September 7th, to December 12th, 1862 : 

The division reached Frederick City, Maryland, on the 7th Sep- 
tember, and was encamped one mile from the city, with the exception 
of Jones' brigade, which was placed in the city as provost guard. I 
found the division, at this time, very much reduced in numbers by the 
recent severe battles and the long wearisome marches. Orders were 
received on Tuesday night, 10th September, to march at three o'clock 
the following morning. The march was continued across the Potomac, 
at Williamsport, through Martinsburg to the vicinity of Harper's 
Ferry. 

It is impossible, at this point, to pay the well merited tribute to 
the conduct of the soldiers of this division during their march 
through Maryland. Never had the army been so dirty, ragged and 
ill-provided for as on this march, and yet there was no marauding, 
no plundering. The right of person and property were strictly re- 
spected, eliciting the following comparison from the New York 
World, of December 15th: "The ragged, half-starved rebels passed 
through Marjland without disorder or marauding, without injury to 
the country, showing their excellent discipline. The well-fed, well- 
clothed Union soldiers laid waste everything before them, plundering 
houses, hen-roosts and pig-pens, showing an utter want of disci- 
pline. 5 ' 

Capture of Harper's Ferry. 

Encamped four miles from Harper's Ferry. On the 14th, orders 
were received te move the division near the Potomac and above Boli- 
var Heights, on which the enemy was strongly posted. Commanding 
positions were secured for the batteries and a heavy fire opened upon 
the works of the enemy and their line of battle, while good work was 
done by our batteries. The enemy replied without effect, not a 
single casualty occurring in the division. Towards night I ordered 
the division to move near the river, directing Starke's brigade to rest 
on the river road to prevent the enemy from making his escape, if he 
should attempt to do so. At dawn, on the 15th, the attack was re- 
newed, and at nine o'clock, A. M., the garrison surrendered, much to 
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the joy of the toil-worn soldiers, who were ready again to encounter 
the enemy, if necessary. At three o'clock, P. M.> orders were re- 
• ccived to march back to camp, and cook two days' rations, and be 
ready to march. The cooking was do»e about twelve o'clock at night, 
and at one the march was commenced, reaching the Potomac at 
sunrise. The division was hurried across, and on to Sharpsburg. 

Battle of Sharpsburg. 

Resting fcr two hours in a grove a mile from Sharpsburg, the divis- 
ion was again put in motion, and took up its position on the extreme 
left, its right resting on the Sharpsburg and Hagerstown turnpike. 
A double line was formed — the front, composed of Jones' and Win- 
ders brigades, placed in an open field, under the immediate command 
of Colonel Grigsby ; Taliaferro's and- Stuart's brigades forming the 
reserves, placed at the edge of a wood, under the immediate command 
of Brigadier General Starke; the whole under the command of Briga- 
dier General J. R. Jones. 

This disposition was made about two hours before night, on the 
16th of September, 1S62. Two companies were at once thrown forward 
as skirmishers, and Poague's battery was placed in the road on the 
right. A battery of the enemy, about five hundred yards in front and to 
the right, was playing upon the troops of Hood's division, which was 
on my right. Poague's battery opened briskly upon it and silenced 
it in twenty minutes. The skirmishers were warmly engaged until 
night. The troops lay on their arms all night, the silence of which 
was broken by occasional firing from the skirmishers. At the 
dawn of day, on the 17th, the battle opened fiercely. A storm of 
shell and grape fell upon the division from several batteries in front, 
and at very short range, and from batteries of heavy guns, on the 
extreme right, which enfiladed the position of the division and 
took it in reverse. These batteries were gallantly replied to by the 
batteries of the division, Poague's Carpenter's Brockenbrough's, 
Raines 5 , Caskie's and Wooding's. It was during this almost unpre- 
cedented iron storm that a shell exploded a little above my head, and 
so stunned and injured me, that I was rendered unfit for duty, and 
retired from the field, turning over the command to Brigadier General 
Starke, w r ho, in half an hour afterwards, advanced his lines to meet 
the infantry of the enemy which was approaching. The infantry be- 
came at once engaged, and the gallant and generous Starke fell, 
pierced by three balls, and survived but a few moments. His fall cast 
a gloom upon the troops : they never, for a moment faltered, but 
rushed upon the enemy and drove him back. 

The struggle continued for several hours, the enemy all the time 
receiving reinforcements and the division, not numbering over one 
thousand six hundred men at the beginning of the fight, having no 
support, was finally compelled to fall back to its original line. Early's 
brigade coming up at this opportune moment, (Colonel Grigsby com- 
manding,) the division rallied its scattered columns and joined General 
Early, and drove the enemy half a mile from the field, capturing many 
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prisoners, and covering the field with the dead wounded of the 
enemy. 

After this repulse, the division was ordered back to a grove to rest 
and get ammunition, when, in ,the evening, it again advanced to the 
support of the battery; but did no!; become engaged with the enemy. In 
this bloody conflict, the old stonewall division lost nothing of its fair 
name and fame. Having won a world-wide fame by its valor and en- 
durance in the splendid campaign in the valley, it entered upon 
anothor series of fights, commencing at Richmond and going through 
Cedar Run, Manassas, Harper's Ferry and Sharpsburg, entering the 
last weary and worn, and reduced to the numbers of a small brigade, 
with its officers stricken down in the many fierce engagements, closing 
with a colonel commanding the division, captains commanding brig- 
ades, lieutenants commanding regiments. In this fight every man 
was a hero, and it would be invidious to mention particular names. 

Winder's brigade was commanded successively by Colonel Grigsby 
$nd Major (now Lieutenant Colonel) Williams, fifth Virginia regi- 
ment ; Jones' brigade by Captains Penn, Page and Withers, the two 
first losing a leg; Taliaferro's brigade, by Colonel G. W. Jackson, and 
Colonel Sheffield; Starke's brigade, by General Starke, Colonel A. L. 
Stafford, ninth Louisiana regiment, and Colonel Edward Pendleton, 
fifteenth Louisiana. 

jg£ Enclosed are reports of the various brigade commanders, which 
give more particularly the parts taken by their brigades. 

The list of casualties has already been furnished, amounting to 
$bout seven hundred killed and wounded. 

This brief report is respectfully submitted, 

J. R. JONES, 
Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL WtLCOX OF BATTLE 
OF KELLEY'S FORD. 



Headquarters Anderson's Division, ) 
Octobe/ II, 1862. J 

Major G. M. Sorrel, Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir: I beg to submit the following report of an affair with 
tbe fcnemy near Kelly's Ford, on the Rappahannock, on the 21st of 
August last. This skirmish occurred between a portion of General 
Featherston's brigade and the enemy, and afterwards between our 
artillery and the enemy :. 

The division crossed the Rapidan at Raccoon ford on the 2!Hh of 
August, and, continuing its march, bivouacked for the night about 
five miles ffom Kelly's ford, on the Rappahannock Early next' 
morning the march was resumed, the three brigades under my com- 
mand leading the advance. The march was continued on. the road to 
Stepheni-burg, till we came to a road that bore off to the right, to 
Kelly's ford. My command was directed to take this road. Ad- 
vancing about one and a half miles, we crossed a small stream, 
Mountain Run, (my brigade did not cross this run,) this run being 
about two miles from the ford. We had not advanced far beyond 
Mountain Run when cavalry pickets, that had been posted on this 
road near the ford, returned, reporting that a large cavalry force had 
crossed the Rappahannock and were advancing on the road. I im- 
mediately ordered two regiments from Featherston's brigade to be 
formed in line of battle, one on each side of the road, and each of 
these regiments to be preceded by a line of skirmishers; the 
remainder of Featherston's brigade close in rear, and Fryor in rear 
of Fcatherston. 

I now ordered the lines to advance. This had not continued long 
when a shot was heard on the right, and it soon became quite bri.sk, 
and extended to the left. Our lines continued to advance until the 
skirmishers reached a fence. This was about one thousand yards 
from the Rappahannock — a field extending down to the river, the 
ground falling gradually. Some four hundred yards in this field, a 
few of the enemy's skirmishers were seen On the far side of the 
Rappahannock the enemy's 6amp was visible, being on high ground, 
much higher than where we were. The camp covered considerable 
space. The skirmishers continued to fire at each other. Two of my 
men were wounded here. 

The Major General commanding now directed me to withdraw my 
force back across Mountain Run, leaving a picket force on the far 
side. I directed two companies to be.posted at the junction of two 
roads, both of which led to the ford (Kelly's) and two regiments in 
rear of these companies some three or four hundred yards. The 
two companies left at the forks of the road were Captains Feltus 
and Hardy's, sixteenth Mississippi regiment; the two regiments in 



the rear were the remainder of -the sixteenth Mississippi and the 
twelfth Mississippi. The enemy, seeing that our forces had with- 
drawn, made a spirited dash with his cavalry at these two companies, 
and, being much superior in numbers, surrounded them, and de- 
manded a surrender. Captain Feltus immediately gave the command 
to " fire," which was done with effect, killing nine horses and empty- 
ing several saddles. The heavy firing caused Colonel Posey to send 
a third company to the assistance of these two, but they had already 
driven the enemy off, and now fell back to their supports, the two 
regiments. Colonel Posey now posted the twelfth Mississippi in a 
corn-field on his left, which fronted upon an open field, no danger 
being apprehended on his right, as there was a dense forest on that 
flank. Scarcely had the twelfth Mississippi taken its position when 
a very large cavalry force made its appearance in the open field, at 
some distance off, but showing an evident design to attack. Colonel 
Posey 'moved, unobserved by the enemy, at double-quick time, with 
the sixteenth Mississippi, to the support of the twelfth Mississippi. 
He had barely reached his position, when the enemy's cavalry came 
down in line at full speed. When at good range the command to 
" fire " was given, and one volley from the two regiments scattered 
the cavalry, with the utmost confusion. Some thirty saddles were 
emptied, and the cavalry were scattered over the field for more than 
a mile. At length they reformed, far off from the infantry that had| 
just punished them so severely. But they were in full view of where 
my own and General Pryor's brigades were resting, on high ground, 
in an open field, on the far side of the Mountain Run. I directed 
Captain Anderson, Thomas artillery, to come into battery on- high 
ground, under cover of some pine, with his Parrott gun, and to fire 
upon them. It has never been my pleasure to witness such beautiful 
shots, as the first half-dozen shell that were thrown at them. Each 
shell burst at the right place and time, and seemed to create more 
confusion and inflict greater loss upon them than the infantry fire. 
This artillery fire drove them entirely out of view, and nothing 
more was seen of them until about five o'clock, P. M., when the 
cavalry re-appeared. Three rifled pieces were now placed in position, 
and, after a few rounds, the cavalry fled again in confusion. 

My command was now, near sundown, put in march in rear of the 
column # for Stephensburg. Just at this time the enemy re-appeared 
on the ground where his cavalry had been twice repulsed by our 
artillery. This time he came with four pieces of rifled artillery, and 
began to fire upon us as we were moving off. It was now quite late, 
and as we were soon out of sight and danger, I did not conceive it 
necessary to return this fire, as my orders were to follow the re- 
mainder of the division, which was now in motion. 

Much credit is due to Colonel Posey, sixteenth Mississippi, and 
Captain Feltus for the handsome manner in which they repelled the 
attack of the Federal cavalry, which was much superior in numbers. 
Captain Anderson, of the Thomas artillery, also displayed much skill 
in the handling of his battery, and in the accuracy of his shots and 
th e bursting of his shells. 
15 
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In this affair our loss was two (3) killed and twelve (13) wounded. 
Pursuing our march, we bivouacked at Stephensburg at one o'clock 
at night. 

Very respectfully, &c, &c.V 

C. M. WILCOX, 
Brigadier General commanding f fyc. t fyc t 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL WILCOX OF SECOND 
BATTLE OF MANASSAS. 

Headquarters Anderson's Division, / 
October it, 1862. 4 

Major G. M. Sorrel, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
borne by my command at the battle of Manassas, on the 30th of 
August last ; 

The command of General Longstreet bivouacked on the night of 
the 27th of August at White Plains. On the following day the march 
was resumed, following the road leading through Thoroughfare Gap.. 
Arriving near this gap, it was found to be occupied by the enemy,, 
supposed to be in strong force. The three brigades under my com- 
mand — my own, Generals Featherston's and Pryor's — were, together 
with two batteries of artillery, mostly rifled pieces, detached from* . 
the main command and moved off to the left over a rough and hilly- 
road, in the direction of Hopewell Gap, with orders to force our way- 
through it should the enemy be found to hold it. 

After a tedious, fatiguing, and rather difficult march, the gap was. 
reached at ten o'clock, P. M. Halting the column, a regiment wa3. 
detached, preceded by a company, both under the direction of Briga- 
dier General Pryor, with instructions to approach the pa3S cautiously 
with the view of ascertaining if it was held by the enemy, and if so,, 
as to his probable strength. In a half or three-quarters of an hour,. 
General Pryor reported that he had threaded his way through the pass* 
as far as Antioch Church, near one mile beyond. The troops were 
then moved forward through the pass, and, after posting pickets on> 
the various roads and mountain paths that diverged from the gap, the 
command at twelve o'clock bivouacked for the night. 

Hopewell Gap is about three miles from Thoroughfare Gap, being- 
connected with the latter on the east side by two roads, one of which* 
is impracticable for wagons. The enemy had been at this pass during 
the day, but retired before night, thus giving us a free passage. 
Early the following morning our march was resumed, and the com- 
mand rejoined at half-past nine, A. M., the remainder of the division, 
at the intersection of the two roads leading from the gap3 above- 
mentioned. 

Pursuing our line of march., together with the division, we passed 
by Gainesville, and, advancing some three miles beyond, my three 
brigades were formed in line of battle on the left and at right angles 
to the turnpike. Having advanced near three-quarters of a mile, we- 
were then halted. The enemy was in our front and not far distant. 
Several of our batteries were placed in position on a commanding 
eminence to the left of the turnpike. A cannonading ensued and 
continued for an hour or two, to which the enemy's artillery replied. 



228 

At half-past four or five, P. M., the three brigades were moved across 
tp the right of the turnpike, a mile or more, to the Manassas Gap 
railroad. While here musketry was heard to our left on the turnpike. 
This firing continued with more or less vivacity until sundown. 
Now the command was orderd back to the turnpike, and forward on 
this to the support of Gen. Hood, who had become engaged with the 
enemy and had driven him back some distance, inflicting severe loss 
upon him, being checked in his successes by the darkness of the 
night. 

After reaching General Hood's position, but little musketry wa3 
heard. All soon became quiet. Our pickets were thrown out to the 
front. The enemy's camp-fires soon became visible, extending far off 
to our left, front and right. Remaining in this position until twelve 
o'clock at night, the troops were withdrawn three-quarters of a mile to 
the rear, and bivouacked, pickets being left to guard our front. Before 
sunrise the next morning, August 30th, the pickets began to fire. At 
times it became quite rapid. The enemy could be seen relieving their 
skirmishers. The firing between the skirmishers continued with but 
little intermission throughout the day. Batteries were placed in po- 
sition on the left of the turnpike on commanding heights, where they 
had been the day before. They soon attracted the fire of the enemy's 
artillery. 

^ Before seven, A. M., Pryor's brigade was placed in position in line 
at right angles to the turnpike, in rear of a fence, in woods — an open 
field extending to the front more than a mile, the surface of which, 
was varied with a succession of valleys and hills — Featherston's brig- 
ade in line on his left, and extending so far to the left as to be in 
contact with the extreme right of General Jackson's command. My 
brigade was in the woods to the rear of the centre of the line occu- 
pied by the other two brigades. In front of General Pryor, in the 
open field, was Col. Law's brigade (Hood's division ;) on the right of the 
road was Gen. Hood's brigade, in the woods; extending far to the right 
of Hood were other brigades of the division. The infantry and ar- 
tillery fire continued during most of the day. At times the enemy's 
infantry and artillery were plainly visible, moving in different direc- 
tions, both to the right and left of the road. Wagons could be seen 
moving off in the direction of Bull Run, and clouds of dust further 
off in that direction. About half-past three, P. M., the enemy's in- 
fantry were seen emerging from a wood upon an open field, in line of 
battle, the woods and field being in front of Jackson's extreme right 
and to the left and near Featherston's brigade. This field was about five 
hundred yards wide and terminated about one hundred and fifty yards 
from Jackson's line — the ground here rising rather steeply for a short 
distance, and then level to the railroad, behind the embankment of 
which, at this point, were Jackson's men. Seeing this advance of 
the enemy, I repaired at once to the interval between Pryor's and 
Featherston's brigades. From this point there was an excellent view 
of the field, and not more than four hundred yards distant. The first 
line of the enemy advanced in fine style across the open field. There 
was but little to oppose them. They were fired upon by our pickets and 
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skiimishers ; but they continued to advance, and, ascending the rise 
above referred to, came within full view of Jackson's line, and were 
here received with a terrific fire of musketry, at short range. They 
hesitated for an instant, recoiling slightly, and then advanced to near * 
the embankment. Twice did I see this line advance and retire, ex- 
posed to a close and deadly fire of musketry. Seeing a second line is- 
suing from the woods upon the field, I was in the act of ordering a 
battery to be placed in a position to fire upon them, when a battery 
was directed by the Major General commanding to fire upon them ; 
this battery being near the turnpike, in an excellent and commanding 
position. The fire of this battery was most opportunely delivered 
upon this advancing line of the enemy. They were caught in the 
open field. The effect of every shot could be seen. A rapid fire of 
shot, shell, and spherical case, delivered with admirable precision, 
checked their advance. As the shells and spherical case would burse 
over, in front, and near them, their ranks would break, hesitate and 
scatter. This artillery fire alone broke regiment after regiment, and 
drove them back into the woods. Seeing these successive lines and 
regiments of the enemy checked and finally driven back, and yet their 
front line quite close upon Jackson's line, thus leaving an interval of 
more than six hundred yards between them and the broken, retreating 
lines, I ordered Gen. Featherston to move his brigade by the flank, rap- 
idly down the slope in his front, and thus take in rear, or intercept 
the retreat of the enemy that were so closely engaged with Jackson. 
This order was repeated three times, and in the most positive and per- 
emptory manner; but it was not obeyed. At length the front line 
of the enemy, sadly thinned by the close fire of Jackson's men behind 
the railway bank, broke and fell back with great precipitancy and dis- 
order, followed by a portion of Jackson's troops. Featherston now 
descended the slope in his front, and joined in the pursuit across the 
open field. Pryor's brigade was abo ordered to follow rapidly. 

The fleeing enemy, under cover of the woods, endeavored to re- 
form, and to contest the field with us; but our men, inspirated by their 
success, eagerly rush forward, scarcely halting to deliver their fire. 
The Federals are forced to continue their hurried retreat. The wood 
through which the enemy fled, some six or seven hundred yards wide, 
are at length crossed, and a second field of three-quarters of a mile 
wide is in our front. The surface of this field, beginning near the 
woods, ascends slightly, and, then descending somewhat further, 
rises again higher than it is near the woods. -In the edge of this field, 
I directed my command to halt for a few minutes to reform line, they 
having become broken and somewhat scattered, from their rapid pur- 
suit of the enemy, and traversing the thick woods. While my men 
were reforming, I rode to the crest of the ridge in front of me, and 
saw two entire regiments descending rapidly into the valley. The 
time lost in reforming my men enabled these retreating regiments to 
gain shelter in the woods on the far side of the field. It is proper 
that I should state that the field in which my command was now be- 
ing formed, was swept by a brisk artillery fire, about twelve hundred 
yards distant, the men being but indifferently protected by the ridge 
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in front. This fire was borne by the men with great coolness, no dis- 
order or embarrassment being perceptible. 

Being now occupied ia forming the command for an advance across 
the field into the woods, where the enemy had retreated, and for the 
attack upon the batteries to our right and front, that were delivering a 
most annoying fire upon us, I was ordered by the Major General com* 
manding, to move with my brigade to the light of the turnpike to the 
support of General Hood. I now directed General Pryor, who was 
near mo, to confer with General Featherston, and to indicate to him 
my plans for the further pursuit of the enemy. For information as 
to the services of these two brigades in the subsequent part of the 
action, I beg to refer you to the report of their respective command- 
ers herewith enclosed. In obedience to the orders above mentioned, 
I marched my brigade to the right of the turnpike, and advanced oh 
that side. 

In all of this change ©position, (in all more than two miles,) the 
brigade was exposed to a Leavy fire of the enemy's artillery, and at 
two different parts of the field, I had to bear off to the rear so as not 
to obstruct the fire of our own artillery. This caused some little de- 
lay in my advance. On the right of the turnpike, the enemy seemed 
to have been driven back even faster and further than on the left. 
Seeing no person to tell me where General Hood was engaged, I con- 
tinued to advance as rapidly as possible, frequently at double-quick 
time, and in the direction of the most advanced and heaviest firing. 
At length having crossed a deep ravine, and risen to the summit of 
the ascent on the far side, the portion of the field where the mus- 
ketry fight was then going on, was in close proximity, it being in a 
skirt of woods bordering a small stream, not three hundred yards dis- 
tant. To reach this, there was an open level fieli, and then a short 
and abfupt descent to the stream. While crossing this field, we were 
exposed to a close artillery fire of the enemy from a battery in front 
of where our men were then engaged. In addition to this, two brig- 
ades of the enemy's infantry, who wero approaching obliquely the 
field where the musketry fire was then raging, reaching the crest of a 
hill, and seeing my brigade moving to the same point, halted and 
fired a volley deliberately at my men, but at near five hundred yards, 
distant. They fired one after the other ; the leading brigades moved 
to the rear after firing through the intervals of the second. The balls 
in each came near, but inflicted a trifling loss, only two or three men 
wounded slightly. It was now late, sundown. My men crossed the 
little stream near which the fight was then still raging, passed through 
the woods skirting it, and then changed direction to the left, so 
as to occupy the same line that our troops were then occupying. They 
were then thrown into the woods, and cautioned to be careiul not to 
fire upon our own men, who were then engaged. My men entered 
where Wright's brigade had been engaged, and near where General 
Toombs had been engaged. This was the first time that my men had 
been engaged in close musketry fight on the right of the turnpike. 
{The fighting here was soon over, but the musketry fire was of the 
heaviest kind while it lasted. The firing continued till after dark for 
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more than a half hour, and then gradually ceased. The artillery con- 
tinued to fire after the musketry had ceased, but by half-past eight 
o'clock it had all ceased, My brigade bivouacked at this point of 
the field, which was the most advanced point reached by our infantry, 
and near the hill where Bee and Bartow fell, on the 2 1st July, 1861, 
the first battle of Manassas. 

The list of casualties of the three brigades having been previously 
forwarded, it will suffice to state that the' entire loss of killed, wounded 
and missing was three hundred and thirty, (four missing.) 

In closing this report, I beg to assure the Major General command- 
ing, that both men and officers of my brigade behaved in a manner 
highly creditable to them. I will only bring to his favorable notice 
in this report the four regimental commanders of the brigade, viz : 
Major Williams, commanding ninth Alabama; Major Herbert, eighth; 
Captain Saunders, eleventh, and Major Caldwell, tenth Alabama. It- 
will be seen that there was no field officer of higher rank than Major, 
and of those but three. 

To my personal staff, Captain Walter E. Winn, A. A. General, and 
Lieutenant M. M. Lindsey, nineteenth Mississippi, ray thanks are es- 
pecially due for their willingness and promptness in rendering their 
services at all times during the engagement. 

I would also bring to your favorable notice private J. C. Causey, of 
the third Virginia cavalry, my courier, who received, late in the ac- 
tion, (after dark,) a painful wound on the head, from a piece of shell, 
while carying an order to one of my regiments. 

The enclosed reports of Generals Featherston and Pryor, will bring 
to your notice such instances of men and officers in their brigades as 
are deserving of commendation. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. M. WILCOX, 
Brigadier General commanding, etc., §*c. 



BRIGADIER GENERAL FRENCH'S REPORT OF HIS 
NIGHT ATTACK ON THE SHIPPING AND CAMP OF 
GENERAL McCLELLAN. 



Headquarters, Petersburg, Va., August 31, 18G2. 

General D. II. Hill, 

Commanding Department of North Carolina : 

General: Numerous causes have prevented my sending you a 
report, ere this, of an attack on the shipping and camp of General 
McClellan, by the expedition under my command, on the night of the 
3 1st of July last. 

On the morning of July 29th, you directed me to have the brigade s 
' commanded by Colonels Manning and Daniel ready to move the fol- 
lowing night. But when I had an interview, that evening at ten, P, 
M., you directed me to have- them move at seven o'clock the next 
morning, together with six batteries of field artillery. All started at 
the hour named, and, according to instructions, halted at a saw mill, 
some seven miles distant, on the road to Coggin's Point. I left Pe- 
tersburg at ten, A. M., and, on arriving at the mill, found you, in 
company with General W. N. Pendleton, of the artillery, who had 
inarched there, under your orders, in command of thirty-two field 
guns and four siege pieces. 

Although you had on the day previous shown me General Lee's 
letter suggesting that I would have charge of the expedition, it was 
there for the first time made known to me that you designed the 
attack to be made at night, and showed me some sketches of Coggin's 
Point, a sort of peninsula, round which the James river sweeps, 
diminishing its width to about a thousand yards, and directly oppo- 
site to which is Harrison's landing. Beyond this landing were large 
encampments of the enemy, his shipping extending above and below 
for a distance of two miles. No time could be lost ; so, in company 
with General Pendleton and some of his field officers, I proceeded to 
examine the ground and select positions for the guns, and observe 
the enemy. This reconnoissance occupied us until about nine o'clock 
and caused a delay in the advance of the artillery. On our return 
we met the advance guns and ordered them to be halted, and, at the 
suggestion of General Pendleton, I determined to report to you that 
an attack could not be made that night, chiefly because the night was 
far advanced, the darkness intense, and that many of the officers who 
would command batteries had not examined the ground, the roads, 
nor the shipping they designed to fire on, and many pieces of artil- 
lery were far in the rear. 1 found you at the Merchant's Hope church, 
where you had posted the two brigades of infantry. In company 
with General Pendleton, I explained to you the necessity of delaying 
the attack. You expressed apprehensions of a failure if not made at 
once, believing our position and force would be discovered by the 
enemy on the morrow, and then, announcing that the expedition waa 
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under my command, informed me you would return to Petersburg. 
The balance of the night was mostly passed in placing the different 
batteries in the shelter of the woods, to prevent them being seen by 
reconnoissances from the balloons of the enemy ; thus it was four, 
A. M., before the men or horses got any rest. The better to secure 
success, I found it necessary to order the particular part that each 
command was to perform ; and directed that the officers of artillery, 
who were to command guns, should be sent to pass over the intricate 
roads, the difficult grounds, and examine the sites selected for the 
batteries and erect stakes td direct the fire of their guns at night, 
according to the position of the enemy. The ground not admitting 
the. advantageous use of all the guns, some seventy in number, it was 
deemed best to leave the lighter ones behind. All being in readiness, 
and finding the enemy had not discovered us from reconnoissances in 
their balloon, at four, P. M., Colonel Brown proceeded to Maycbk's 
farm, opposite Westover, with twelve guns ; Colonel Coleman followed 
to Coggin's Point, with eight twelve-pounder howitzers ; Major Nel- 
son, with eight guns, to a position on his left, higher up the bank of 
the river; Colonel Cutts, with eleven long-range guns, ^till above 
Major Nelson; and Captains Dabney and Milledge were, each with 
two siege guns, to take position a fourth of a mile below the dwelling 
of Mr. lluffin, making forty-three guns in all. As night approached, 
thousands of lights from the shipping and their tents disclosed the 
objects for attack. The guns were silently conducted over the diffi- 
cult ground and winding roads, and before twelve all the guns were in 
position, (except twa siege guns under charge of Captain Milledge,) 
awaiting action. Silence as profound as the darkness of the night 
reigned in the enemy's camp. At a signal, the thunder of over forty 
guns startled them from their midnight slumbers." From the screams, 
scenes of wild confusion must have followed, as sailors rushed on 
the decks of their vessels and soldiers fled from their tents in mid- 
night darkness, amidst bursting shells, falling fast around them. The 
gunboats soon returned the fire, and in about fifteen or twenty 
minutes a rapid fire was opened on us from their land batteries, but 
without any damage, many of the shots passing over the whole length 
of the point or peninsula. The red glare of the fire of so many guns 
and exploding shells, on such a night, is seldom witnessed. Gradu- 
ally the firing on our part ceased, and the guns were withdrawn, 
under a heavy fire. The rain, the difficulty of seeing the roads at 
all, and the exposed position of the peninsula, induced us to leave 
the caissons behind, with the baggage wagons, and thus the number 
of rounds to be fired vas limited ; over a thousand were fired on our 
part. What damage we inflicted on their vessels and their camps 
probably will never be made known, but considering that many of the 
guns were within from a thousand yards to a mile of the transports, 
f and that behind them was one vast encampment,^, could not have 
been otherwise than destructive. Subsequent information from de- 
serters, and prisoners, and friends, place the men killed at over forty, 
and of their horses a greater number. Many transport steamers ap- 
peared in Norfolk greatly damaged shortly after the attack. Our loss 



234 



from the enemy was one man killed and two wounded. Three men 
were wounded by the careless and premature discharge of one of our 
guns, and two men slightly injured by the overturning of a gun in 
the road. I am indebted to General Pendleton and the officers under 
him for the Careful and successful execution of the parts/assigned 
them. Colonels Manning and Daniel's brigades, and Major Ross, of 
the second Georgia battalion, at Ruffin's house, protected the whole 
of the attack. General Ransom's brigade guarded the City Point 
road seven miles from Petersburg. Major A. Anderson, Lieutenant 
C D, Myers, Captain J. A. Baker, Lieutenant Shingleur, Captain 
Overton and Lieutenant .Storrs, members of my staff, rendered valua- 
ble services. Of the command, exposed to fire, all behaved well, 
except some privates belonging to the siege pieces. I enclose the 
report of General Pendleton. 
I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. G. FRENCH, - 
Brigadier General. 



BRIGADIER GENERAL PENDLETON'S REPORT OF HIS 
NIGHT ATTACK ON ENEMY'S SHIPPING. 

Headquarters Artillery Corps, ) 
Near Petersburg, August 9, 1862. J 

Brigadier General S. G. French, 

Commanding Expedition : 

General : The report of our operations m attacking the enemy's 
shipping near Coggin's Point, on the night of the 31sk July, which I 
now have the honor to submit, has been delayed by the absence, on 
other duty, of one of the officers from whom it was necessary to obtain 
some important facts. 

General Lee, having intimated to me, on Monday 28th July, his 
wish to effect something against the enemy's boats by artillery on this 
side of James river, and my services having been tendered and ac- 
cepted for conducting the expedition, I detailed from the reserve artil- 
lery und'er my command, near Richmond, a force deemed sufficient 
for the service, and placed it en route for Petersburg early on Teus- 
day, 29th. 

This force consisted of certain batteries and sections of batteries 
from Colonel Brown's artillery regiment. Lieutenant Colonel Cutt's 
and Major Nelson's artillery battalions, in all thirty- two field pieces 
and two heavy rifles or seige carriages, manned by Captain Dabney, 
with the men and horses of Captain Milledge's artillery company, 
from Major Richardson's battalion, to operate two other large rifles 
transported by railroad. 

The command reached Petersburg by sunset, July 29th. General 
D H. Hill commanding, having been reported to early in the day, by 
telegram, and later by a member of my staff sent forward for the 
purpose, we encamped that evening a short distance beyond the 
city on the Suffolk road. About midnight a dispatch from General 
Hill was brought me, indicating Coggin's Point as our destination, 
and directing me to have my command ready to march early the next 
morning. Meantime, Major Allen, of Claremont, arrived at Mr. 
Ware's, where 1 was lodging, and gave me information, deemed valua- 
ble, respecting the river and the shipping. This we proceeded, very 
early on the 30th, to submit to General Hill. We had, however, set 
out and preferred not halting for a conversation, and as Major Allen's 
duty lay in a different direction we could make but slight use of his 
knowledge. 

The infantry force and several batteries brought by General 
Hill, and the artillery under my command, reached Perkinson's saw- 
mill, some seven miles below, by ten o'clock, and there halted. With- 
in an hour or two you arrived, and we were informed that the fleet, 
&c, was to be attacked the approaching night, and that you were to 
superintend the expedition. 
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After some consultation it was determined to move the whole force 
forward about two miles, and there leave wagons and caissons. Colonel 
Brown and Lieutenant Colonel Coleman were detailed with certain 
batteries, to proceed to Wood's Point or to Claremont, if necessary 
and practicable. The other guns were to be taken by their proper 
commanders, when notified, to positions* which adequate reeonnois- 
sance might indicate as best. Lieutenant Colonel Cutt's, Major Nel- 
son and Captain Dabney were summoned to accompany yourself and 
myself, attended by one or two members of each staff, on this recon- 
noissance. 

The tour proved laborious and perplexing. The enemy's shipping 
lay crowded before us ; but positions were difficult of access, and a 
night approach required great care. In consequence, several hours 
of the night had passed before notice to advance could be given the 
batteries. In the haete and dark, a mistake occurred also respecting 
the force for Colonel Brown. This led to additional delay, and I be- 
came satisfied the movement was too much hurried and confused for 
success that night. - 

This judgement was concurred in by all my field officers, and I was - 
happy to find it sanctioned by yourself, so soon as communicated. 
We therefore resolved to waive further proceeding, and report to Gen- 
eral Hill, who kindly acquiesed, though much disappointed, and an- 
ticipating failure the next night from the probable disclosure o£ our 
movement to, and preparation for it by, the enemy the ensuing day. 

By the time our force was replaced in position not to be seen from 
the enemy's balloon, when it should go up in the morning, day had 
dawned, and no rest or refreshment had yet been taken by men or 
horses. 

In the early forenoon of the 31st, General Hill, having returned 
to his more comprehensive duties in Petersburg, and committed the 
expedition to us, you issued instructions for a«systematic co-operation 
on the part of infantry and all, towards success that night, and I 
sketched and submitted to the artillery officers an exact programme 
for their proceeding. 

Colonel Brown was to take to Major Cock's twelve guns, viz : four 
ten-pounder Parrott rifles, two Napoleons, four twelve-pounder -how- 
itzers and two six-pounders, under Captains Watson and Macon, and 
Lieutenants Thurmond and Pegram. He was to move by four, P. M., 
.so as to approach his position about dusk. 

Lieutenant Colonel Coleman was to take to Coggin's Point, on its 
right, eight twelve-pounder howitzers, under Captains Dance and 
Joseph Graham, and Lieutenant Griffin. 

Major Nelson also to take to Coggin's Point, on its left, eight guns, 
viz : two ten-pounder Parrctt rifles, two three-inch rifles, two twelve- 
pounder howitzers and two six-pounders, under Captains Huckstep 
and R. C. M.Page, and Lieutenant Woadruff. 

Lieutenant Colonel Cutts, to a point considerably further on the 
left, eleven long-range guns, viz: eight Parrott rifles, two three-inch 
rifles and one Napoleon, under Captains Lane and Ross, and Lieu* 
tenant Robertson. k . . 
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Captain Dabney (Major Lewis not having then arrived to command 
the heavy battery) to a position still further back on the left, near 
Mr Ruffin's residence, the four large rifles, to be operated by Captain 
Milledge and himself. 

The field and company officers assigned each position, were directed 
to make, as carefully as possible, special examinations of their re- 
spective localities, and to adjust guide-posts for pointing their guns. 

By six, P. M., the column was in motion, utmost silence being en- 
joined upon all. Dark came early and was very intense, by reason 
of general cloud and rain, yet through this and along the difficult 
route, the whole moved successfully, under the skillful guidance of 
patriotic citizens familiar with the region. 

At midnight the signal gun was to fire. It was, however, half-past 
twelve before all was ready at Coggin's Point, where my own posi- 
tion had been chosen. Then, just after the cry from the enemy's 
sentries, " All's well ! " the fire was ordered, and the whole line in- 
stantly pealed forth, in all the terribleness of midnight surprise. 
Lights were glimmering on ship-board along the entire shore oppo- * 
site ; yet .in the river and the camp beyond, the stillness of sleep pre- 
vailed. To be compelled, resisting outrage, to meet our fellow men in 
deadly shock, cannot but be, under any circumstances, painful to a 
Christian mind. Especially is the trial glorious when we must be 
slain by, or slay, those who were so lately our countrymen, but who 
having trampled upon our rights, now seek to desolate our homes, ap- 
propriate our soil, kill off our young men, degrade our women, and 
subdue us into abject submission to their will, because we claim, un- 
der our own government, exemption from their insults and their 
control And still more distressing to find it requisite towards con- 
tributing to avert the ruin threatened by malignant millions, thus to 
send the sleeping, however unprepared, to their great account. But 
painful as it is, just as it is, to snatch life from an assassin, whcse arm 
is uplifted against our best beloved, most sacred is the duty ; as such 
was this attack made, the issue being committed to unerring wisdom. 

Such considerations imparted a mournful solemnity to the sc6ne, 
where so many sudden flashes, through thick darkness, and multiplied 
reverberations startling profound stillness, constituted elements of 
grandeur rarely combined. Not to give the enemy time to bring to 
bear against us, in so exposed a position, many of his powerful guns 
from his boats or his land batteries, I had limited the nearest piece3 
to twenty rounds each, and those more remote on the right and left 
to thirty rounds. These were generally fired, making, probably, one 
thousand shots in all, and the pieces limbered and quietly taken to 
the rear. 

When we had been firing about fifteen minutes, large shells began 
to be returned from the other side, some apparently from gunboat3 
and some from the land ; but with scarcely any damage to us. The 
two guns of Captain Dance, most of all exposed, having been taken 
down a ravine to the river's edge, within six or eight hundred yards 
of a/ number of vessels, were, under admirable management, with- 
drawn, without a scratch, after firing their allotted rounds. Nor wa3 
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injury received from the enemy at a single one of our field guns. A 
good many shells flew over us, and seemed well aimed along the gen- 
eral course we had to take. But they passed beyond, or fell short, 
or when the ground turned us to the right or left, they deviated the 
other way. These occurrences and the remarkable fact, that just 
when nearing the enemy, our batteries had to pass a rocky hill, likely 
.to occasion great noise, the heaviest rain fell and drowned the rattling 
of wheels, &c, made upon many the salutary impression that a kind 
Providence favored our enterprise. 

Fortj-one, out of the forty-three guns enumerated, were brought 
into action. It being deemed imprudent to crowd more in the space, 
and the two heaviest, intended to act with Captain Dabney's long 
rifles, Captain Milledge having found it impracticable to get suffici- 
ently early into position. 

The casualties we suffered were as follows: At one of Captain Dab- 
ney's large guns, by an exploding shell of the enemy, one man killed 
and two wounded, and three horses slightly injured. In Captain R. 
C. M. Page's battery, by their own carelessness, from their own firo, 
three men were wounded ; and at one of Lieutenant Thurmond's guns, 
by its overturning in the road, two men wounded. In all, one killed 
and seven wounded. 

The amount of injury inflicted upon the enemy we could not accu- 
rately estimate. Though from the known range of our guns, the 
'care taken in adjusting them, and the great number of objects at 
which to direct fire, less than serious damage could scarcely have re- 
sulted. Statements apparently reliable, have also reached us, derived 
from the admissions of the enemy, that more than twenty of their 
vessels were considerably injured, and thirty or forty men and fifty 
horses killed. How near this is to the truth I cannot judge. 

Every officer behaved well, and nearly every man, and the entire 
enterprise was really a signal success. 

Rarely has difficulty been overcome on so large a scale under so 
much risk, with so little to regret. This, while to be gratefully at- 
tribute 1 to the favor of Divine Providence, should also be credited to 
the exemplary conduct of the officers and men engaged. Colonel 
Brjwn, Lieutenant Colonels Cutts and Celeman, and Major Nelson, 
who directed the operations of their respective commands, the com- 
pany officers who skillfully seconded their efforts, the medical and 
other members of my staff, and the men who, with persistent care and 
courage, did the work, are well entitled to praise for what was 
achieved. v 

By dawn, August 1st, my whole command was far enough back to 
take a few hours' rest, well earned and much needed. When thus 
sufficiently refreshed to march again, we moved, in compliance with 
orders from yourself, to the neighborhood of Petersburg, where, 
awaiting another opportunity, we have since remained. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

W. N. PENDLETON, 
Brig. General and Chief of Artillery, 
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REPORT OP BRIGADIER GENERAL HAMPTON OF OPE- 
RATIONS IN THE RECENT ADVANCE OF ENEMY: 



Headquarters First Brigade Cavalry, ) 
August 10, 1862. , ) 

Major Fitzhugh, A. A. G. : 

Major : I have the honor to submit, for the information of the 
Major General commanding, the following report of the operations of 
my brigade, on the recent advance of the enemy, together with the 
reports of the Colonels under my command : 

At half-past twelve, A. M., August oth, Colonel Young notified 
me that he had received information of the presence of the enemy in 
front of Colonel Baker, and that they were apparently advancing. I 
sent this courier immediately to General Toombs and despatched ano- 
ther to endeavor to procure accurate information as to the move- 
ments of the enemy. This latter returned before daylight, confirming 
fully the report of the first and bringing the additional informa- 
tion from Colonel Baker that the enemy were in strong force of all 
arms. This courier was sent forthwith to give his report to General 
Toombs also, and I then ordered out the reserves of Cobb's legion to 
proceed with them to the support of Colonel Baker ; but as I was 
about to leave my quarters, having previously despatched a courier to 
Major General Longstreet, conveying all the information in my pos- 
session, I heard the v enemy open firo on the artillery and infantry 
stationed at Malvern Hill. I rode at once to the quarters of 
General Toombs and communicated the intelligence to him, suggest- 
ing to him the propriety of reinforcing his troops on the hill. I told 
him that if he would take reinforcements to the hill, and would let me 
have some artillery, I would attack the enemy in the rear near Crew's 
house. This was agreed on, and proceeding with the Cobb legion and 
Moody's artillery, I gained the position from which General Magru- 
der had attacked the enemy on the 1st July ultimo. On reaching 
this point, I found the enemy on the same ground occupied by him 
in ; the battle of the 1st of last month, whilst the troops which had 
been stationed on Malvern Hill were retreating. Fearing for my 
rear guard and having only three pieces of artillery, with two small 
squadrons of cavalry, I withdrew to our main lines. During that day 
I held the enemy in strict observance, but had no opportunity to 
strike at him. Our picket lines were established, and well maintained. 
On the 7th, I was ordered by General Lee to reconnoitre on the right 
flank of the enemy with my command. This was done as the infan- 
try advanced in front. I proceeded through Gatewood farm to Car- 
ter's mill. The enemy had retreated and a few stragglers were fallen 
in with. My personal observation was confined to the right and cen- 
tre of my line, as I was unable to leave these positions during the 
two days' operations. I must, therefore, refer you to the report of 
Colonel McGruder for information as to the occurrences on the left, 
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•where he was stationed. I can confirm the reports of Colonels Baker 
and Young from my own personal knowledge of all the facts stated. 
I neglected to state that whilst consulting with General Toombs in 
the morning, a courier brought to me news of the attack on the hill 
and a request to the General from one of his officers there for rein- 
forcements. I beg to call your attention to the very efficient manner 
in which Colonel Baker maintained his picket line, and to the timely 
information he furnished us as to the movements of the enemy. This 
information was always promptly communicated by Lieutenant Early 
and these officers both proved themselves watchful and energetic. 
The report of Lieutenant Colonel McGruderhas not yet been sent in, 
though it has been called for. It shall be forwarded you as soon as it 
reaches me. Since the infantry have been withdrawn from the picket 
line the enemy have made constant demonstration against me. These 
have always been promptly met and our lines have been maintained. 
Of course the position cannot be held by cavalry alone against a se- 
rious attack, but orders have been given to hold it as long as possible. 

I incline to the belief that the enemy are withdrawing and I 
strongly recommend a forced reconnoissance with infantry, artillery, 
and cavalry. This is entirely practicable. Referring you for details 
to the accompanying reports, 

I have the honor to be, very, respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
WADE HAMPTON, 

Brigadier Generat. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL HAMPTON OF OPE- 
RATIONS AFTER RECROSSING THE POTOMAC. 



Headquarters Hampton's Brigade, Oct. 21, 1862. 
To Major General Stuart : 

General: The enclosed report of General R. E. Lee, in reference 
to the late advance of the enemy on Martinsburg, has just met my 
eye, and I beg most respectfully to call your attention, and, through 
you, that of the General commanding, to the injustice which, unin- 
tentionally no doubt, has been done to the brigade I have the honor to 
command. The report says : " General Hampton's brigade had retired 
through Martinsburg on the Tuscarora road, when General Stuart 
arrived andonade disposition to attack." Tbis phraseology implies 
that the enemy had advanced on Martinsburg through my lines, and 
had driven in my brigade. The following statement will show that 
such was not the case. As you are aware, my line extended on the 
Potomac, from Black creek to the mouth of the Opequon. When 
General Lee joined me, upon consultation with Colonel Lee (who was 
in command of the brigade the day before the advance of the enemy) 
he said that if his pickets were driven in, he would make a stand at 
Williamston's cross roads, and, if forced to retire, would fall back to 
the stone bridge, which he would hold to the last extremity. On. the 
morning of the 1st October, a courier from Colonel Lee informed me 
that the enemy were advancing on him, and, soon after, another courier 
notified me that Colonel Lee had fallen back to the cross roads. Ex- 
pecting an attack upon my own picket line, I ordered my brigade to 
be ready to move, and I sent a few men from the provost guard toward 
the stone bridge to procure information of the movements of the 
enemy In a short time they returned, and, to my great surprise, 
informed me that the enemy had crossed the bridge, and, in a few 
moments they appeared between me and the town, not more than six 
hundred yard3 from the latter. This forced me to recall my squadron, 
and to send the gun into town, the only position in which it was avail- 
able. Placing my guns in position here, I ordered my wagons to go 
by the Romney road (as I had agreed with Colonel Lee to do) to 
Darksville. The first North Carolina, with t#o guns, was sent as an 
escort for the wagons and to hold the Winchester road, where the 
cioss road intersected it, in case I should have to fall back. Afcer 
my wagons had all got off, and messages had been sent to bring in my 
pickets, (all of whom had to retire by Hedge3ville, as the enemy had 
got completely in their rear,) I withdrew my two remaining guns from 
the town, as I was very unwilling to draw the fire of the enemy upon 
the village, and placed them in position on a hill commanding both 
the Winchester and Tuscarora and Romney roads, and between the 
two. All of the brigade, except the first North Carolina regiment and 
the squadrons on picket, was drawn up as a support to their guns on 
the Tuscarora road, in advance of the camp of the North Carolina 
16 
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end South Carolina regiments. From this poaition, I wrote to Colonel 
Lee' telling him that we could retake the town, and the letter was given 
to one of his pickets, who failed to send it to the Colonel. As soon 
as I found the enemy retiring, I ordered up my command before 
receiving any order from yourself. My brigade went with Lee's to 
Flag's mill, and were then sent to re-establish their picket line, 
while a section of my artillery proceeded to within two 'miles of 
Shepherds town, the last position from which Lee's artillery fired that 
eight. -This is a full statement of this affair as far as my brigade was 
cencemed, and I beg to refer you to Colonel Lee, who will, I am sure, 
corroborate the facts as far as they relate to his brigade. I do not 
attach any blame to him that the positions he had designated to hold 
vcre not held, nor that his pickets did not give me any notice of the 
epproach of the enemy. I simply state the facts that none of my 
pickets were driven in. That the enemy did not advance on any road 
under my supervision ; and that they were within six hundred yards 
cf the edge of the town, on the Shepherdstown road, before* I was 
aware of their proximity. I then took position in front of my camp, 
end held it till my pickets were withdrawn. In justice to my bri- 
gade, I beg that you will transmit this statement to the General com- 
unanding. I did not make a report to you because, though I had been 
placed in a most, critical position by the failure of Colonel Lee's 
picket's to communicate with me, still I met with no loss, and I did 
tact desire to appear to attach any blame to Colonel Lee. This was 
especially the case after he had so frankly, in your presence, apolo- 
gised to me for the failure of the plan of operations we had agreed 
on. Nor do I wish to detract from any commendation you have 
ihestowed on Lee's brigade. My only object is to vindicate my own. 
Hoping that you will excuse the minuteness of my statement. 
I am, General, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

WADE HAMPTON, 

Brigadier General, 



REPORT OF COLONEL B. T. JOHNSON OF SECOND VIR- 
GINIA BRIGADE*. 



Captain Taliaferro, A, A, G., 

Taliaferro's Division, Army of the Valley : ' 

Captain : I have the honor to report that on Wednesday, August 
27th, 1862, my command, the second brigade of this division, con- 
sisting of the twenty first, forty-seconl and forty-eighth Virginia and 
first Virginia battalion, with two batteries, inarched from Mtnassas 
Junction about dark. The forty-eighth and forty -second Virginia 
had been, during the day, on picket on the Blackburn's Ford and 
Union Mill road. Marching by the Sudley road and passing the 
Ohinn house, I'reached the Warrenton road after midnight. I was 
then ordered by Brigadier General Taliaferro, commanding division,, 
to proceed with my command down the Warrenton road, towards. 
Gainesville, and picket and hold it and a road cutting it at Groveton 
at right angles, and which led from the Junction also to Sudley ford. 
I did so, holding Groveton as my reserve, throwing out pickets 
towards Manassas and down the turnpike, and pushing Captain George- 
Ii. Gaither's troop, first Virginia cavalry, which I found on picket- 
before I reached the position, some halt a mile in front of me, with 
vidette3 still further before him. Shortly after daylight, he reported 
to me a cavalry force advancing from Gainesville, and soon after 
himself brought in a courier, captured by him, bearing a despatch* 
from Major General McDowell to Major General Sigel. I immedi- 
ately sent the courier and despatch to Brigadier General Taliaferro> 
and Major General Jackson, and a short time after ordered Captain, 
Gaither to report to Major General Jackson in person the contents 
of the despatch. Executing this order in the direction of Manassas, 
he was taken prisoner, and I lost his services, which were valuable.. 
The intercepted despatch was an order from Major General McDowell 
to Major General Sigel and Brigadier General Reynolds, conveying, 
the order of attack on Manassas Junction. Sigel was ordered to 
march on that point from Gainesville, with his right resting on the. 
Manassas Gap railroad ; Reynolds, moving also from, Gainesville, to. 
keep his left on the Warrenton road ; and another division was or- 
dered to move in support of the two, in rear, en echelon to each.. 
Finding, then, I should have a superior force on me in a short time,. 
I ordered Major John Seddon, first Virginia battalion, with his com- 
mand and the forty eighth Virginia, to take position on the road from; 
Groveton toward Manassas, to guard against any flank movement on 
me from thence. The forty-second Virginia, Captain Penn, I threw 
forward as skirmishers, and held the twenty-first, Captain Witcher,. 
to support the only two pieces of rifled artillery I had, which had 
been placed under my command by Colonel Brien, first Virginia^ 
cavalry. My own being smooth bore, I held it in reserve and iiL 
rear. Riding forward, I got on a high hill, to the right of the road^ 
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and discovered the enemy in force, their skirmishers pushing rapidly 
on me. I instantly brought up the rifled pieces and forty-eighth, 
and, after a tace, beat the enemy to the hill and opened on them, driv- 
ing in their cavalry and skirmishers ; but finding them place several 
guns in position, which they served with rapidity and accuracy, and 
pressing their infantry on me, I called in Major Seddon, and, with 
his reinforcement, determined to hold the hrll, which was the key of 
the surrounding country. This I did, and drove off the advance 
down the Warrenton road ; but, after some time, discovered them on 
my extreme left towards Manassas. Thus obliged to retire, I did so, 
towards Groveton, where I received an order frcrn Brigadier General 
Taliaferro to report to him. Before I could do so, Major General 
Stuart ordered me to take position in a skirt of woods near by, and to 
the west. In the afternoon, I discovered the enemy's train passing 
to the left, towards Manassas, and opened upon it with two pieces 
very briskly. Further progress was stopped for them over that road. 
Being ordered, then, by Major General Jackson to report to my 
command, I started in that direction, but being pushed by the ene- 
my's cavalry and skirmishers, I ordered the forty-eighth Virginia, 
Lieutenant V. Dabney, to drive them back, which was done quickly 
and gallantly. 

That night, by General Jackson's order, I held the crossing of the 
Sudley road over the old railroad, and at daylight, being so ordered, 
rejoined the division, then commanded by Brigadier General Starke, 
Brigadier General Taliaferro having been wounded the previous 
evening. By him I was ordered to clear the woods we had just left, 
•but into which the enemy's skirmishers had lodged. I directed Lieu- 
tenant Dabney, with the forty-eighth to do so, and then sent Captain 
"Witcher, with the twenty-first to support him. They did their work 
at once and well. Our line of battle was then formed, .facing the 
east, parallel to the Warrenton road, fronting 'it, and to the left of it ; 
Ewell's division being on my left and Starke's brigade on my right. 
This place was not attacked until the afternoon. Our line was on the 
crest of a ridge covered with timber, and in front of the wood, in the 
open ground, was the embankment in one place and the cut in an- 
other, according as the ground lay, of an unfinished railroad. In the 
afternoon, the enemy carried the embankment to my left, and while I 
was trying to rally some men, not of my command, came close on 
me and between my command and the railroad cut. The men were 
lying down at the time in ranks, concealed ; and, unexpected, I or- 
dered a charge, and, with a yell, the second brigade went through 
them, shattering, breaking and routing them. The struggle was 
brief, but not a man faltered, and, with closed ranks, their rush was 
irresistible. They drove the enemy into the railroad cut and out of 
it. Just then Brigadier General Starke came gallantly heading the 
fourth brigade, and tegether we went after the flying foe. In a skirt 
of woods in front a battery was attempting to cover their rally, but 
Major Seddon and the Irish battalion wrested a three-inch rifle gun 
from them and bore it off. The fourth brigade secured another. The 
forty-second is entitled to the credit of capturing the colors of the 

<* 
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attacking brigade, which was " Sickles' Excelsior," having run over 
them after the enemy. The flag was taken up by the fourth brigade, 
% and I do not claim it for the forty-second. Returning to the first po- 
sition, we held it that night. 

The next day, Saturday, the 30th, the division was formed on the 
same ground, but in order — third, first, second, fourth, placing my 
brigade on precisely the same ground it heM on Friday. During the 
morning, the enemy sullenly felt along our line at long range, with 
his artillery, occasionally making feints with infantry, which did not 
seem to be pressed with vigor, and it was difficult to understand 
whether he was whipped or not. He however took possession of Grove- 
ton, from which Hood had driven him, and the skirt of woods which 
we had carried, where Major Seddon captured the gun the preceding 
evening. I could see that some movements were being made in that 
skirt of woods as early as eight o'clock, A. M., and during the day 
had frequent reports made to me to that "effect. I therefore placed 
the forty-second, Captain Penn, in the railroad cut ; and having as- 
signed Captain Goldsborough, of the late first Maryland, my old com- 
mand, who was serving with me as a volunteer, to the forty-eighth, 
as adjutant, pufrit in a copse which ran at right angles from the rail- 
road, and the right of the forty-second, and fronted the woods in 
which the enemy were obviously making some movement. These po- 
sitions overlooked the enemy everywhere, and, being very strong, were 
the ones I had determined to take and hold, if attacked. The twenty- 
first and Irish battalion I held in reserve, concealed in the woods on 
the hill, carefully instructing the officers, at the order, to charge with- 
out firing a shot. 

'About four, P. M., the movements of the enemy were suddenly de- 
veloped in a decided manner. They stormed my position, deploying 
in the woods in brigade front, and then charging in a run, line after 
line, brigade afcer brigade, up the hill, on the thicket held by the 
forty-eighth, and the railroad cut occupied by the forty-second. But 
as they uncovered from the wood in which they had been massing dur- 
ing the whole day, I ordered the twenty-first and Irish battalion_to 
charge, which they did with empty guns. I halted them under the shelter 
of the cut, where, with the forty-second, they held back the enormous 
force pressing up the hill on them. Lieutenant Dabney had unfortu- 
nately been wounded early in the day, and Captain Goldsborough, 
whom I had ordered to take command, had fallen by my side in the 
charge, leaving the forty-eighth without a superior officer with them, 
and they were, consequently, soon driven out by the tremendous odds 
against them. But for a short time the three regiments above named, 
viz: the forty-second, twenty-first and Irish battalion by them 
Belves, breasted the storm, driving back certainly twenty (20) times 
their number. As soon as their position was known, the rest of thfr 
division came to their support, except the third brigade, which, under 
-Colonel Taliaferro, was employed in whipping a division by itself.. 
Before the railroad cut the fight was most obstinate. I saw a Fede- 
ral flag hold its position for half an hour, within ten yards of a flag 
■of -one of the regiments in the cut, and go down six or eight times 
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and after the fight, a hundred dead were lying twenty yards from the 
cut,' some of them within twenty feet of it. The men fought until 
their ammunition was exhausted, and then threw stones. Lieutenant^ 
Lewis Randolph, of the battalion, killed one with a stone, and I saw 
him afterwards with his skull fractured. Dr. Richard P. Johnson, on 
my volunteer staff, having no arms of any kind, was obliged to have 
recourse to this means o£ offence from the beginning. As line after 
line surged up the hill time after time, leer up by their officers, they 
were dashed back on one another, until the whole field was covered 
with a confused mass of straggling, running, routed Yankees. They 
failed to take the cut. The battle of the left wing of the army was 
over, and the vihole of Jackson's corps advanced about a mile, its 
right on the Warrenton road, toward the stone bridge, facing Bull 
Run. I was not further engaged that day. 

On Sunday, we crossed Sudley ford, and that night bivouacked on the 
Aldie road, and on Monday, September 1st, was ordered by Brigadier 
General Staike to hold the road leading from Chantilly to Centreviile. 
Taking a position about two miles and a half from Centreviile, 
I threw out the twenty-first Virginia, Captain Witcher, holding half 
of it in reserve, and advancing the residue as skirmishers. They 
exchanged shots all day with the enemy's cavalry, who dismounted 
and engaged them. Having only orders to observe the largo force 
which was apparent at Centreviile, and hold it from attacking our 
flank, which was moving up towards Germantown, Captain Witcher 
was contented to drive back the dismounted cavalry. After sundown, 
Brigadier General Drayton relieved me, and I rejoined the division. 

Tuesday morning, September 2d, the column marched beyond 
Dranesvilie, and bivouacked. Wednesday and Thursday, it passed 
through Leesburg. Friday, it crossed the Potcmac at White's ford, 
Montgomery county, Maryland, and thence forded the Monocacy at 
the old glass works, and camped by the Three Springs, near Buck- 
eye's town. On Saturday, it entered Frederick, and encamped on 
Norman's, to the north. Being ordered by General Starke to take 
command of the city with the brigade, I put it in camp in the bar- 
rack's enclosure, and ordered Lieutenant Lewis Randolph, of the bat- 
talion, on duty, as provost marshal. Directly after I was relieved 
from the brigade, Brigadier General J. R. Jones, its commander, hav- 
ing reported for duty. My brief connection with the brigade pre- 
vents me doing justice, individually, to the officers and men, a few of 
whom I was acquainted with personally. Major Seddon, first Vir- 
ginia battalion, distinguished himself by his gallantry. On Saturday, 
having been quite ill, I advised him to go to the rear, and he declin- 
ing, I ordered him to do so. .On his way back, he fell in with Gene- 
ral Pender's brigade, and headed it with General Pender during the 
fight. Captain Henderson, who succeeded him in command of the 
battalion; Captain Witcher, of the twenty- first; Captain Penn, of 
the forty-second; Lieut. V. Dabney, of the forty-eighth, all behaved 
as became good soldiers and gallant gentlemen. Lieutenant Dunn, 
A. A. General, was conspicuous in the performance of duty on the 
anarch and in battle. Captain Goldsborough and Lieutenant Booth, 
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my volunteer aids, were both wounded, and Dr. R. J. Johnson,, also vol- 
unteer aid, had his horse twice shot on two different days. As lean- 
not name all who merit notice, not knowing their names, I can only 
say, that every officer and man in the brigade may well be proud of 
the manner in which each and every one conducted himself in the 
second battle of Manassas. I cannot forbear giving but scant justice 
to a gallant soldier, now no more. It was my fortune during the two 
days of the battle, during which he commanded the division, to he 
thrown constantly in contact with Brigadier General Starke. The 
buoyant dash with which he led his brigade into a most withering fire 
on Friday, though then in command of the division, the force he 
showed in the handling of this command, the coolness and judgment 
which distinguished him in action, made him, to me, a marked mitt, 
and I regretted his early death as a great loss to the army and the 
eause. 

Your obedient servant, 

BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, 
Colonel commanding 2d Virginia Brigade. 



REPORT BRIGADIER TRIMBLE OF BATTLE OF HAZEL 

RIVER. 

Morse's Neck, Army of Northern Virginia, > 
January 30, 1863. > 

Lieutenant General T. J. Jackson, 

Commanding Second Army Corps on Rappahannock : 

General: In compliance with your order of this date, I furnish 
a report of the operations of ray (seventh) brigade on the 22d August, 
1862, in the battle of Hazel River. About ten o'clock, A. M., that 
day, I was left with orders from General R. S. Ewell, to station my 
brigade about a mile distant from the ford on Hazel River, near Wellr 
ford's mill, where the army crossed. The object of my force was to pro- 
tect the flank of our wagon train from the enemy, who had moved up the 
north side of the Rappahannock almost simultaneously with our forces. 
About twelve, M., 1 received information that the enemy (Sigel's divis- 
ion) had thrown a force across the river to our side, and soon after 
learned that they had surprised our wagon train and captured some am- 
bulances and mules. I immediately sent the twenty-first Georgia regi- 
ment, Captain Glover, to recover the property and drive off the 
enemy. In this he was successful,, and besides captured some pri- 
soners, from whom I received some important information, viz : that 
the enemy had thrown one, if not two, brigades across the river, to 
annoy us on the march. As General Ewell's division was five or six 
iniles in advance and General Longstreet's division the same distance 
in the rear, I deemed it prudent to hold my brigade on the defensive, 
and endeavor to protect the trains. I accordingly disposed the three 
regiments (my only force) so as best to effect this object. The enemy 
made no further attempts to molest ,us. During the afternoon, by 
reconnoisance and verbal information, I ascertained the position of 
the forces thrown across the river, and decided to attack them as soon 
as the advance of General Longstreet (Hood's brigade) should reach 
my position to support me, if necessary. At four, P. M., General 
Hood arrived, when I directed him, as the troops came up, to occupy 
my position, and hold them in readiness to support me should I send 
for aid. I at once advanced towards the enemy's position, skirmishers 
well in front, who soon met those of the enemy and drove them back 
on their main force, which I noticed was placed in* such a position a& 
permitted them to be flanked on the right and left by a surprise. The 
fifteenth Alabama, Major Louther, and twenty-first Georgia, Captain 
Glover, were ordered on the enemy's flank, by a slight detour, unob- 
served, while the twenty-first North Carolina, Lieutenant Colonel 
Fulton, advanced under my immediate command in the centre. After 
a sharp conflict with the twenty-first North Carolina, the enemy were 
driven back to the hills on the river, where they made another stand. 
At this point, supported by their artillery on the north side of the 
nver, they made an effort, by blowing of trumpets, beating of 
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drums and cheers, to entourage their men to charge. The command 
was given, " Drive them at the point of the bayonet." Our men boldly 
advanced, with enthusiastic cheers, and drove the opposing forces into 
the river and across it, in great disorder to seek protection in 
General SigeFs camp and under his guns, which opened a furious 
discharge against us without serious injury. Our men pursued them 
closely and slaughtered great numbers as they \vaded the river or 
climbed up the opposite bank. The water was literally covered with 
the dead and wounded. Over one hundred prisoners were captured, 
and among the dead was found one colonel. Deeming it useless, in 
the absence of my artillery, to continue the contest longer, after half 
au hour's occupation of the battle-ground, I retired, unmolested, and 
encamped a mile and a half distant, leaving General Hood, who had 
taken no part in the contest, to look after the enemy. The battle 
lasted two hours, during which time we drove the enemy one mile. I 
can speak with pride and admiration of the admirable spirit displayed 
by the brigade, which went into action with that determination and 
valor which had often before aided to secure victory. It is specially 
due to Lieutenant Colonel Fulton, of the twenty-first North Carolina, 
that I should mention the conspicuous gallantry with which he took 
the colors and led his regment to the charge; and to the important 
services rendered by Captain W. C. Hall, A. A. G., and Lieutenant 
W. D. McKim, aid, in assisting me to dispose the regiments for tho 
attack. I think proper, also, to name Frank Champion, my mounted 
orderly, for the display of intelligence and activity in the field in 
carrying orders and obtaining information. In this sharp encounter 
the enemy certainly outnumbered our forces two or three to one, and 
certainly lost ten to one in their killed and wounded and prisoners. 
Our loss in killed and wounded was forty-seven, among them no field 
officers or captains. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. it. TRIMBLE, 
Brigadier General. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL TRIMBLE OF CAP- 
TURE OF MANASSAS JUNCTION. 

Charlottesville, January 6, 18G3. 
Lieutenant General T. J. Jackson: 

General: In compliance with your request, I report the operations 
of my brigade in the execution of your order to me on the evening 
of the 26th of August last to capture Manassas Junction : 

Your order was received about nine o'clock, that night, after a long 
and fatiguing march of the army from Salem to Bristoe Station. 1 
immediately put two regiments in motion, the twenty-first North 
Carolina, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Fulton, and the twenty- 
first Georgia, commanded by Major Glover, in all about five hundred 
men, (my third regiment was left at Bristoe,) and proceeded with them 
to within one mile and a half of Manassas, where we halted in con- 
sequence of the brisk discharge of fire-arras in our front, caused by 
an encounter of a part of General Stuart's cavalry with a party of the 
enemy's pickets. I informed General Stuart of my intention to attack 
Manassas Junction, and requested his aid with the cavalry which he 
had ttfen with him. Throwing forward skirmishers in advance of the 
regiments, I proceeded cautiously in order of battle, the night being 
very dark. We met with no opposition until within half a mile of 
the cluster of houses at the Junction, when discharges of artillery 
rapidly repeated, were delivered from the enemy's batteries, in the 
direction of our force. From a want of knowledge of our position, 
this fire did us but little injury. I then disposed of one regiment on 
the north side of the railroad and the other on the south side ; my aid, 
Lieutenant McKim, being posted on the track w T ith directions to regu- 
late the advance of the Georgia regiment by that of the North Caro- 
lina, which latter advanced under ray immediate orders. These dis- 
positions being made, I gave orders to advance rapidly, skirmishers 
being well in front, until we had approached within one hundred yards 
of the batteries, which continued their fire, one on the north and the 
other on the south of the railroad. Here I halted and issued watch- 
words and responses, that our men might recognize each other in case 
of a mingled encounter with the enemy. The position of the batteries 
on either side of the railroad having been ascertained pretty acurately, 
the word wasgiven, "Charge !" when both regiments advanced rapidly 
and firmly, and in five minutes both batteries were carried at the point 
of the bayonet. Sending an officer to the north side of the railroad to 
ascertain the success of the Georgia regiment, he could not immedi- 
ately find them and cried out, "Halloa, Georgia, where are you ?" The 
reply was "Here ! all right ! we have taken a battery." "So have we," 
w r as the response, whereupon cheers rent the air. 
- As soon as an examination could be made, it was ascertained that 
each of the two batteries contained four field pieces, horses, equip- 
ments and ammunition complete. Over three hundred prisoners were 



taken, an immense quantity of commissary and quartermaster's stores, 
and a large train loaded with promiscuous army supplies, just arrived 
from Alexandria, and about two hundred horses, independent of those 
belonging to the artillery. Over two hundred negroes were also re- 
captured. In this successful issue of the night's work I had no as- 
sistance from artillery or from any part of General Stuart's cavalry, 
a regiment of which arrived some time after the attack was made, and 
commenced an indiscriminate plunder of horse3. General Stuart 
himself did not arrive until seven or eight o'clock in the morning. 

As I had ascertained that a large force of the enemy was at Cen- 
treville and another force hourly expected by railroad from Alexan- 
dria, and as at any moment an attempt might be made to retake the 
place, I kept the two regiments under arms all night. Reporting our 
success at General Jackson's headquarters at Bristoe, I asked that 
reinforcements should be sent to me without delay ; these arrived soon 
after daybreak, and were disposed so as to repel any attack of the 
enemy. Guards were placed over the buildings and cars containing 
public stores, and no depredations whatever were committed by the 
men of my regiments, who were continued under .arms the whole of 
the night and all the next day without relief. It was with extreme 
mortification that, in reporting to General A. P. Hill for orders, about 
ten o'clock, I witnessed an indiscriminate plunder of the public stores, 
cars and sutler's houses by the army which had just arrived, in ^hich 
General Hill's division was conspicuous, getting at defiance the guards 
I had placed over the stores. 

Before concluding this report I must, in justice to the officers and 
men of the two regiments, express the high admiration I entertain 
for the good conduct and gallantry which they displayed throughout 
the whole affair. When, under the exhaustion of a long march, they 
were told that Manassas was to be captured that night, every man set 
out with cheerful alacrity to perform the service, and when ordered 
to charge the batteries, that act was done with a coolness and intre- 
pidity seldom surpassed ; especially as they could not know what 
numbers were opposed to them, and, in the night, from what direction 
the danger would come. The force of my two regiments was less than 
five hundred men, the number of the enemy captured was about three 
hundred ; but their whole force could not be ascertained. 

Our loss was killed, none ; wounded, fifteen men. The loss of the 
enemy unknown. 

As I have had frequent occasion before to speak in high commenda- 
tion of the gallantry of Lieutenant W. D. McKim, my aid-de-camp, 
so on this occasion, as the only member of my staff present, I take 
pleasure in acknowledging the value of his services and his judgment 
and coolness in so trying an emergency. 

I have the honor to be very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
J. E. TRIMBLE, Brigadier General. 



REPORT OF COLONEL FORNO OF HAYS' BRIGADE. 



Headquarters Fifth Louisiana Volunteers, > 
Camp near Fort Royal, Va. y January 2, 1863. \ 

General: Hays' brigade, under my command, arrived at Bristoe 
Station, on the Orange and Alexandria railroad, at six o'clock, P. If. , 
August 26, 1862, and was ordered to attack and destroy the railroad 
trains then approaching the station, they being supposed to contain 
troops. The duty was promptly performed, and the brigade laid on 
their arms until daylight on the 27th, at which time I made a recon- 
noisance to the front in force, when, finding the enemy embarking 
their troops, attacked them with artillery After doing some damage, 
the enemy succeeded in getting their train off. I then returned, 
leaving the sixth Louisiana regiment, Colonel Strong, on picket two 
miles in advance; the eighth Louisiana regiment, Major Lewis, one 
mile nearer the main line, w r ith orders to Colonel Strong, should the 
enemy advance, to skirmish to the rear with the eighth, who were 
directed to destroy the railroad bridge and as much of the track as pos- 
sible, and to retire, in good order, under cover of our artillery. This 
duty was performed to my entire satisfaction, these two regiments suc- 
cessfully repulsing two brigades of the enemy until their ammunition 
was expended, when I ordered up the fifth regiment, Major B. 
Menger commanding, to support them ; when, after a few discharges 
from the latter regiment, the whole retired in good order, as if on 
parade. 

One regiment from General Lawton's brigade, with one piece of 
artillery, supported the left of my line, and did good service in repel- 
ling an attempt of the enemy to flank us. As soon as our artillery 
got into position, the brigade was ordered to fall back to Manassas. 

Our loss in killed and wounded was small, that of the enemy heavy. 
. Fifth, sixth and eighth Louisiana, and Lawton's brigade, nineteen killed 
and thirty-one wounded. Enemy's loss, eighty killed and two hun- 
dred wounded, many of whom were officers of rank, colonels and other 
officers. The information as to the loss on both sides I obtained from 
Assistant Surgeon Strickler, of the fifth Louisiana regiment, he being 
left in charge of our wounded The surgeon also informed me that, 
in consequence of the total destruction of the long bridge, the enemy 
were compelled to burn a large amount of stores, railroad cars, &c, 
&c. After twelve o'clock at night of the 27th, the brigade was put in 
motion, with orders to follow General Early ; but, ow r ing to the dark- 
ness, I was unable to find him. At daylight, on the morning of the 
28th, I crossed Bull Run bridge and joined the division. After- 
wards was ordered to report to General Early, and, with his brigade, 
support General Taliaferro, but did not engage. On the morning of 
the 29th, still under command of General Early, occupied tho right 
of our line until the arrival of General Longstreet, when we rejoined 
our division in the centre. At half past three, P. M., 29th, wa3 
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ordered to 'advance my brigade by General Jackson, and soon after 
engaged the enemy, and, after driving them with great slaughter, 
retained the ground previously occupied by them. At about Isix 
o'clock, P. M., I was wounded and taken from the field, and turned 
over the command to Colonel Strong, sixth Louisiana. 
Our loss was twenty-four killed and forty- one wounded. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. FORNO, 
Colonel Fifth Louisiana Regiment. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL ROBERTSON OF SEC- 
OND BATTLE OF MANASSAS. 



Ln Camp, near Garysburg, N. C, ) 
# October 12, 1862. \ 

Assistant Adjutant General, 

Headquarters Cavalry Division, A. JV. V. : 

m 

Sir : In obedience to orders from your headquarters, early on the 
morning of the 2()th of August, 1862, I crossed the Rapidan river at 
Tobacco creek ford with a portion of my brigade, consisting of the 
?uxth, seventh and twelfth regiments of Virginia cavalry. Encounter- 
ing thv3 enemy's pickets between Stevensburg. in the county of Cul- 
peper, and Brandy Station, on the Orange and Alexandria railroad, 
in force, a spirited attack* by Colonel W. E. Jones, commanding 
first Virginia cavalry, was immediately made, driving in their out- 
post to their reserve. Heavy skirmishing on both sides then ensued, 
which lasted several hours, during which some of our men were 
wounded and a few of the enemy's horses killed. The enemy finally 
retired and was followed beyond Brandy Station, at which point a 
brigade of cavalry, under the command of the Federal General Bay- 
ard, was discovered drawn up in line of battle on a commanding hill, 
evidently determined to dispute our progress^ and firing upon my ad- 
vance column with long-range guns, (Burnside rifles.) As soon as 
practicable I ordered a charge and led the twelfth Virginia regiment, 
Colonel Ilarman, directly against the centre of their line, while tho 
sixth and seventh were directed against their flank. The men charged 
gallantly, and after a brief hand to hand contest the enemy was routed, 
with the loss of several killed and a number wounded, cr.pturing sixty- 
four prisoners, including several commissioned officers. Our loss was 
three killed and thirteen wounded. Colonel A. W. Ilarman anil Cap- 
tain L. F. Terrill were especially conspicuous during the engagement, 
as was also Major Von Borcke, aid-de-camp to Major General Stuart. 
Captain Redman Burke, attached to division headquarters, was 
woun led in the leg while charging gallantly with the twelfth Virginia 
regiment. My thanks are specially clue to Colonel Jones for the ad- 
mirable disposition made of his skirmishers and regiment during the 
engagement with the first main cavalry on picket duty. 
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier General commanding Cavalry. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL ROBERTSON OF 
EVENTS SUBSEQUENT TO SECOND BATTLE OF MA- 
NASSAS. 



Headquarters Cavalry Brigade, Gartsbukg, N. C, ) 

October \5, 1862. \ 

Assistant Adjutant General, 

Headquarters Cavalry Division, A, N. V. : 

Sir : On the afternoon of Saturday, August 3i)th, when the rout 
of the enemy l&d become general, I moved ray entire brigade rapidly 
forward in order to press his left flank, ?nd, if possible, to intercept 
his retreat in the direction of Centreville by way of the Stone bridge. 
Before reaching the Lewis ford, I observed a body of the enemy's 
cavalry approaching that point from the direction of Manassas. A3 
there did not seem to be more than a small squadron, I ordered two 
companies of the second Virginia cavalry, Colonel Munford, to move 
forward and attack them. The order was promptly obeyed, when it 
was ascertained that an additional body of the enemy's cavalry, ^hose 
exact strength, owing to their position, I could not make out, wero 
concealed under the crest of a hill, in their immediate front. I then 
ordered the entire second regiment to the support of the squadron 
already engaged, which had been driven back by largely superior num- 
bers. Before this regiment had arrived in supporting distance of the 
squadron already mentioned, a full brigade of Federal cavalry, under 
the command of General Buford, had advanced to the top of the hill, 
where it was drawn up in line of battle. I moved forward imme- 
diately with the seventh and twelfth regiments of Virginia cavalry to 
reinforce Colonel Munford, leaving the sixth, Colonel Flournoy, in 
reserve. Without waiting, Colonel Munford made a brilliant and 
dashing charge with his regiment in line, engaging the enemy in a 
hand to hand contest, which lasted until the twelfth regiment had 
almost reached the scene of action, when the e nemy commenced a 
.general and precipitate retreat, being closely pursued by the second, 
twelfth, and a portion of the seventh regiment of Virginia cavalry. 
Our men followed beyond Lewis ford as far as the Centreville and 
Warrenton turnpike, vhen darkness put an end to the pursuit. A 
number of the enemy's dead were left upon the field. Colonel Broad- 
head, of the first Michigan, was mortally wounded in a hand to hand 
encounter with Lieutenant Harman, adjutant of the twelfth Virginia 
cavalry. 

We captured over three hundred prisoners. Our loss, five killed 
and forty wounded. 

The conduct of the field officers, as well as that of the men, of the 
• second Virginia cavalry, surpassed all praise. Sergeant Leopold, 
of the twelfth Virginia cavalry, was in the thickest of the fight and 
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acted most gallantly during its continuance. He was wounded in 
three places. 

I am, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier General commanding Cavalry. 



RETORT OF COLONEL THOMAS, COMMANDING SECOND 

BRIGADE. 



Headquarters Third Brigade, Light Division, > . 

October 26, 1862. J 

M ajor R. C. Morgan, 

Assistant Adjutant General, Light Division : 

Major: I have the. honor to report that this brigade, on ^August 
Oth, 1862, was, by order of General Hill, turned from its line of 
march to the right of the road, and ordered to report to GeneralJack- 
eon ; by the latter was placed in line, at rest, in the border of a wood ; 
Occupied this position a short time ; then, by order of General Jack- 
son, reported to General Hill! By him the brigide was placed in a 
wood, with orders to support General Early, who occupied, at that 
time, the right of our line. After a short time, by General Jackson, 
it was ordered to take position to the front and right. While this, 
order was being executed, a brigade in front of the third was being 
forced back ; one regiment, the fourteenth Georgia, was ordered to 
support it; the thirty-fifth, forty-fifth and forty-ninth Georgia regi- 
ments occupied the extreme right of our line, with orders to hold that 
position. The advance of the enemy was checked, and this position 
was held until nearly dark, when an advance was ordered. We moved 
some distance through the field, and bivouacked that night upon tho 
ground previously occupied by the enemy. 

On Thursday, August 28th, near Sudley ford, this brigade was held- 
in reserve by order of General Hill; was under fire, but took no active 
part, and, after the enemy gave way, moved forward and bivouacked 
for the night on the field. Early on Friday, August 29th, the march 
was resumed, with directions to be prepared f)r an attack near the 
railroad. General Gregg's brigade meeting the enemy there, this bri- 
gade advanced to his right, the regiments being thrown in successively 
until all became engaged. The enemy were in strong position oh the 
railroad. We at once advanced and drove them from it. This posi- 
tion we were ordered to hold, and, if possible, to avoid bringing on a 
general engagement, and held it against several attacks of the enemy 
in strong for.ee during the day. In the afternoon, an overwhelming 
force attacked ua, now almost without ammunition, in front and on 
the left flanks, and forced us back a short distance, when General 
Petfder's brigade advanced promptly, and in fine order, to the assistance 
of the third, most of which joined General Pender, and, together, 
they drove back the enemy some distance beyond our previous posi- 
tion, which was held until night, the brigade bivouacking on th*e field. 

On Saturday, August 30th, we were ordered to talte position near 
the left of the line, which position was held during the day against 
repeated attacks of the enemy in strong force. Late in the afternoon, 
the third brigade, with General Pender's and General Archer's, was 
ordered to move forward in echelon ; the enemy were driven back a 
17 



258 



• 



distance of a mile and-a-half, and the brigade bivouacked that night 
some distance to the rear of the enemy's position during the day. 

On Monday, September 1 st, near Germantown, the third was ordered 
to the support of General Gregg's brigade. After a sharp conflict 
with a body of the enemy, they were driven, back, and the field held 
by our troops that night. 

On September 14th and 15th, this brigade was ordered to support 
General Pender, then advancing upon Harper's Ferry. *We were 
exposed to a heavy artillery fire, which caused some loss, but took no 
active part, and had moved within a short distance of the enemy's 
works when they surrendered. 

At Shephcrdstown, on September 20th, we were placed in position 
on the extreme right of the line, and ordered to advance towards the 
Potomac river. Moving forward, we took position commanding the 
ford, remained under a heavy artillery fire until night, and were then 
ordered back to camp. 

Colonel R. W. Folsom, fourteenth Georgia regiment, Lieutenant 
Colonel J. R. Manning, forty-ninth Georgia regiment, and Major W. 
L. Grice, forty-fifth Georgia regiment, led their commands with a 
skill and gallantry highly honorable to. them. Major Lewis Ginter, 
Lieutenant Win. Norwood, of the staff, and Lieutenant John Tyler, 
acting aid-de-camp, performed their duties with gallantry on the field, 
and I take this occasion to acknowledge their valuable services to me. 

With few exceptions, the .officers and men of this command con- 
ducted themselves on the field in a manner highly honorable to them. 
Their courage, their cheerful obedience to orders, and their patient 
endurance of hardships, cannot be commended too highly. 

I have the honor to be, Major, with highest respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

EDWARD L. THOMAS, 
Colonel commanding brigade. 
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REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL ARCHER. 

Headquarters Archer's Brigade, > 
(lamp Gregg, near Fredericksburg, Va. 9 March 1, 1863. J 

Major R. Cr Morgan, 

A. A. General, A. P. Hill's Light Division : 

Major : I have the honor to present the following report of the 
operations of my brigade, in the series of battles from Warrenton 
Springs ford to Shepherdstown, inclusive: 

Warrenton Springs Ford, 24th August, 1362. 

My brigade remained in bivouac in reserve, in the edge of a wood, 
until the division was relieved by Hood's division about sunset,' and 
although exposed to heavy shelling from the enemy's batteries, sus- 
tained no loss. 

Manassas Junction, 26th August. 

The morning of the 26th August, we arrived at Manassas Junction,, 
when the division was halted in column of brigades to the left of the 
depot. My brigade was soon after ordered to advance in the direc- 
tion of a retreating piece of artillery, and on proceeding about a half 
mile, came in sight of the enemy's infantry, which advanced a short 
distance in line, and then filed diagonally to the left, to a position 
near the hospital; General Jackson riding up at that time, with a 
battery, ordered me to support the battery. The enemy was soon 
broken and retreated towards the railroad bridge of Bull Run, closely 
followed by a battery and my brigade, as far as the nature of the 
ground would permit the artillery to follow. I then, by order of Gen- 
eral Jackscn, sent the nineteenth Georgia regiment in direct pursuit,, 
while, with the other regiments, I proceeded down the railroad track,, 
and soon became engaged with the enemy, who made a stand on the 
opposite side .of Bull Run, at and near the railroad bridge. After 
about a half hour's firing, I crossed the Run and advanced about a 
half mile, when I was recalled from further pursuit. I then recrossed 
the Run and took a position on the hill commanding the bridge where 
I remained until about ten o'clock, P. M., when ordered to return to 
the Junction. My loss in this action was four killed and seventeen 
wounded. The regiments of my brigade were commanded as follows : 
First Tennessee, Colonel Turney; seventh Tennessee, Major Shep- 
pard; fourteenth Tennessee, Colonel Forbes; nineteenth Georgia,, 
Captain L. Johnson, and fifth Alabama battalion, Captain Bush. 

Manassas Plains, 28th, 29th and 30th August. 

The 23th August, after marching through Centreville, up the War- 
renton turnpike, and across Bull Run, my brigade was formed in line 
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on the right of and fronting a by-road, the direction of 'which was 
nearly parallel with the railroad cut. Branch's brigade was formed 
to my rear, and Field's on my right, and two batteries^p. the open 
field about three hundred yards in front. 

' About five o'clock, P. M , when the engagement commenced, I 
moved forward to support the batteries an4 remained under a heavy 
fire of shell and round shot from batteries to the front alnd left, but 
without sustaining any loss, until twilight, when the artillery fire 
ceased, and the whole division moved by the right flank into the rail- 
road cut in the woods. The next morning, my brigade, with Brax- 
ton's battery, was posted on a hill on the extreme left of the division, 
with skirmishers thrown out to the front, and on the left flank. In 
this position it was not actively engaged, although it was scmewhat 
annoyed by shell from battel ies in front, but not in sight. 

About three o'clock, P. M., I moved, by order of General Hill to 
the right, until my right rested on a road, which crosses the railrcad 
at right angles, and remained there within supporting distance of 
other brigades of the division, which had been engaged during the 
day. 

About four o'clock, P. M., during an interval of the assaults of the 
enemy General Pender sent his aid-de-camp requesting me to relieve 
him, and with the copsent of General Hill, who was near me at the 
time ? I immediately marched down and filed to the right into the rail- 
road cut. As my leading files entered the railroad cut, I perceived 
the enemy advancing up it from the left, into the wood. Unwilling 
to commence the fight until my troops were in position, I did not call 
their attention to the enemy until half of my last regiment (Colonel 
Turney's first Tennessee) had entered the cut. I then pointed out 
the enemy on the left, and ordered that regiment to fire, which it did 
with great effect. The first fire of this regiment was instantly an- 
swered by a furious assault upon my whole front. At this time my 
own brigade was the only one in sight along the whole line, but for 
twenty minutes or more, it firmly and gallantly resisted the attack, 
and maintained its position until the troops came up on my right and 
left, in time to save me from being flanked. Sbon after the arrival of 
these fresh troops, we charged and drove the enemy back- several hun- 
dred yards, and then quietly returned to our position. In a few min- 
utes fresh forces of the enemy arrived, and attacked us as vigorously 
as the first ; they were as firmly resisted, and as gallantly repelled 
by another charge. At this second charge, many of my men were 
out of ammunition and charged with empty rifles. I did not average 
over two cartridges to the man. A third assault was met and re- 
pulsed in the same manner, my brigade charging upon the enemy 
with loud cheers, and driving them back with their empty rifles. It 
was after sunset when we resumed our position, and we lay upon our 
arms that night, with a strong picket in front to prevent surprise, re- 
plenished our ammunition during the night, and next morning changed 
places with Early's brigade, which had come in on our left the even- 
ing before, and in front of which a heavy skirmishing fire had been 
kept up all the morning.. I relieved General Early's pickets with 
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one hundred and thirty men, under the brave Lieutenant Colonel 
George, of the first Tennessee regiment, who i3 always ready and 
anxious for^he most daring service. The firing between my pickets 
and the enemy's skirmishers in the wood in front, became so rapid and ^ 
continuous that fearing my men were wasting their ammunition, I sent * 
my aid-de-carap, Lieut. 0. H. Thomas, to ascertain what it meant, and 
to stop unnecessary firing. He traversed the whole line of pickets, 
exposed to the aim of the enemy's sharpshooters, and returned to me, 
reporting the constant fire of my men as necessary to maintain their 

ground. About o'clock, the troops on our extreme right having 

become hotly engaged, I received orders from General Hill to draw 
.out my brigade, IT not already engaged myself, and go to the support 
of the right. But while I was receiving the order, the enemy drove 
in my pickets and attacked my brigade. After returning his fire 
for ten or fifteen minutes, I charged across the railroad cut and drove 
him back into the woods. No one joined me in this advance except Col- 
onel Smith's regiment of Early's brigade. General Early ordered . 
him back, and my right regiment (Colonel Turney's) returned with 
him. My regiments obtained a fresh supply of ammunition from the 
cartridge-boxes of the dead Yankees, and resumed their position in 
the line. About five o'clock. in the afternoon, an order came through 
General Pender, for a general advance. I advanced in line with Gen 
eral Pender's brigade, which formed on my right, through the wood 
into the open field beyond, where the enemy's battalions were posted. 
One battery, of six guns, was posted about three hundred yards dis- 
tant from the point where we entered the open field, and a little to the 
left of the direction of my advance. I moved on in the same direc- 
tion until about half that distance was passed, then swung round to 
the left, and marched in double-quick directly on the battery. My 
troops never for a moment faltered in their gallant charge, although ex- 
posed to the fire of two other batteries, besides the constant fire of 
the one we vmre charging, and of its infantry supports. The enemy 
stood to his guns, and continued to fire upon us until we were within 
seventy-five yards, when he abandoned three of his pieces, whidh fell 
into the hands of my brigade on the same spot where they had been 
served so bravely. General Pender overtook and captured the other 
three pieces. I left the pieces I had captured to be taken care of by ^ 
whomsoever might come after me, and pushed on without halt against 
the infantry, who still made a feeble resistance in the edge of the 
wood. „ They did not await' our coming, but had retreated out of sight 
by the time I had entered the wood. 

Here I halted and reformed my brigade, and on moving forward 
again came up with General Pender's, which had entered the same 
wood to the right of my brigade and had halted for the same pur- 
pose. During the movement through the wood our brigades had 
crossed each other's directions, and I found myself on his right in- 
stead of on his left, as at the beginning. From this point our 
brigades moved on together to the Lewis house, where, a little after 
dark, we encountered, in the field to the left of the house, a body of 
the enemy'sinfantry, whose numbers we could not ascertain for the 
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darkness of the night, and with whom, after they had to our chal- 
lenge answered " for the Union," we exchanged a single volley and 
then drove them from the field. Here we found a lai^e hospital, 
* filled with wounded, and during the night and next morning, cap- 
tured about prisoners and collected a large number of arms. 

In this engagement my less was seventeen killed and one hundred 
and ninety.six wounded. Amongst the former, Captain Bush, com- 
manding the fifth Alabama battalion, killed 29th August; and, among 
the latter, Colonel W. A. Forbes, fourteenth Tennessee, mortally, on 
the 30th August, near the enemy's battery. Colonel Forbes died of 
his wounds a few days after. 

The regiments of my brigade were commanded as follows, viz : 
First Tennessee, Colonel Turney ; seventh Tennessee, Major Shep- 
pard; fourteenth Tennessee, Colonel Forbes, until wounded, and 
then by Major Lockhart ; nineteenth Georgia, Captain F. Johnson; 
and the fifth Alabama battalion on the 29th August by Captain Bush, 
and on the 30th August by Lieutenant Hooper. 

Among the officers whose gallantry I especially noticed in this 
action were Lieutenant Colonel N. J. George, first Tennessee, and 
Lieutenant Charles Hooper, fifth Alabama ; and, among the privates, 

Dr. J. H. G. Quarkett, of Captain = 's company, Hampton 

legion, detailed as courier at my headquarters, who, after his horse 
was killed' under him on Friday, fought with conspicuous valor, and 
private F. M. Barnes, of company A, fourteenth Tennessee regiment, 
who seized the colors from the hands of the wounded color-bearer and 
bore them bravely through the fight. My thanks are especially due 
to Aid-de-camp 0. II. Thomas, the only officer of my staff present, 
my assistant adjutant general being absent sick since a few days after 
the battle of Cedar Run, for most gallant, intelligent and efficient 
service throughout the action. 

Ox Hill, September 1st. 

At the battle ot Ox Hill my brigade was held in reserve, within 
supporting distance of Gregg's and Thomas' brigades. Night came 
on and the battle ceased before its support was needed. 

Harper's Ferrt, September 14th and 15tn. 

The evening of the 14th of September, my brigade, Field's and 
Pendens moved from a point on the railroad, by a by-road, toward 
the southern defences of Bolivar Heights. My skirmishers, on the 
right of the road, soon became engaged with those of the enemy. I 
immediately formed line of battle, my left resting on the road, and 
advanced steadily, driving the enemy's pickets before us, until I 
approached the crest of the hill, in full view and range of their bat- 
teries, when I filed out of the field into the woods on my right, in 
order to flank the enemy's guns, and continued to advance as rapidly 
as the rough ground and abattis would permit until it became dark, 
and I had become entangled in the almost impenetrable abattis, when 
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I halted, and we lay on our arms, within four hundred yards of the 
enemy's batteries, during the night. 

The next morning, our artillery, which had been placed in position 
during the night, opened a destructive fire, and while I was strug- 
gling through the abattis, endeavoring to execute an order from 
General Hill to get in rear of the guns, the place surrendered. My 
Joss in this action was one killed and twenty-two wounded. 

The regiments of my brigade were commanded as follows, viz : 
First Tennessee, Colonel Turney; seventh Tennessee, Major Shep- 
pard ; fourteenth Tennessee, Lieutenant Colonel Lockhart; nineteenth 
Georgia, Major Neal ; and fifth Alabama battalion, Captain Hooper. 

Sharpsburg, 17th September. 

The next morning, after the capture of Harper's Ferry, being too 
unwell for duty, I turned over the command of the brigade to Colo- 
nel Turney, first Tennessee, under whom, with the exception of the 
fifth Alabama, it m%rched to the battle-field of Sharpsburg, while I 
followed in an ambulance. This was a long and fatiguing march, 
Many of the men fell exhausted from the march by the way, so that 
when the four regiments of my brigade reached the battle-field, there 
were only three hundred and fifty men. 

I resumed command just as the brigade was forming into line on 
the ground assigned to it by General Hill, on the extreme left of his 
division, but not in sight of any of its other brigades. Marching by 
flank, right in front, along the Sharpsburg road, the brigade was halted 
and faced to the right, forming line of battle faced by the rear rank. 
General* Toombs was in line on the same road, about three hundred 
yards to my left, with open ground in front. In front of my posi- 
tion was a narrow corn-field, about one hundred yards wide, then a 
ploughed field about three hundred yards wide, on the opposite side 
of which was a stone fence. I moved forward under a scattering 
musket fire, through the tall corn, to the edge of the ploughed field, 
when 1 found only the right regiment (the fourteenth Tennessee) 
with me, the others having fallen back to the road. Some one had 
called out " fall back," which was mistaken for an order from me. I 
reformed the • line as rapidly as possible, and again moved forward 
against the enemy, posted in force behind the stone fence. In pass- 
ing over the short distance of two hundred and fifty yards from the 
corn-field, I lost nearly one-third of my already greatly reduced com- 
mand, but it lushed forward alone, at double-quick, giving the enemy 
but little time to estimate its small numbers, and drove him from his 
strong position. By this time it was nearly sunset. General 
Branch's brigade came down about thirty minutes after I reached the 
wall and formed some thirty paces to my rear, where General Branch 
was killed, and Colonel Lane, assuming command of his brigade, 
moved it down to my left. 

The next morning, about nine o'clock, the little strength witl? 
which I entered the fight being completely exhausted, I turned over 
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the command to Colonel Turney, reported to the Major General com- 
manding, and left the field. 

My brigade remained all that day in the same position where I had 
left it, and on the morning of the 19th of September, together with 
Gregg's and Branch's brigades, formed the rear guard of the army on 
its return to the Virginia shore. * 1 • 

My loss in this action was fifteen killed and ninety wounded ; 
among the latter. Colonel McCowel, fourteenth Tennessee, severely, 
and Captain Flint, nineteenth Georgia, dangerously. The gallant 
conduct of both these officers attracted my attention, though when 
ail who v>cre engaged behaved so gallantly, it is difficult to select 
examples of particular merit. 

Captain R. II. Archer, my assistant adjutant general, though not 
yet recovered from a severe illness, Lieutenant Thomas, aid, and 
Lieutenant Leramon, ordnance officer, rendered brave and efficient 
assistance, and charged with the troops upon the enemy. 

The regiments of the brigade were commanded as follows : First 
Tennessee, Colonel Turney ; seventh Tennessee, Lieutenant Howard, 
adjutant; fourteenth Tennessee, Lieutenant C^nel Lockhart, and 
nineteenth Georgia by Major Neal. 

4k*fiAjLz Uw'ulK ' 4fe * *.»» !L rf\x trim. - "r/iTT -4k Oft.'*<ftfi \t 

SlIEPIlERDSTOWN, 22ND SEPTEMBER. 

I resumed command of my brigade the evening of the 19th of Sep- 
tember. On the morning of the 20th the division moved down to 
repel the enemy, who were crossing the Potomac at the Shepherds- 
town ferry. Line of battle was formed in a corn-field, about three- 
fourths of a mile back from the ferry. Pender's brigade moved 
forward in the direction of the ferry, and General Gregg's and Colo- 
nel Thomas' toward a point somewhere to the right. When General 
Pender had gotten about half-way to the ferry, General Hill directed 
me to take command of the three remaining brigades, (Field's, com- 
manded by Colonel Brockenbrough, on the right ; Lane's in the 
centre ; and my own, under the senior Colonel Turney, on the left;) 
and advance to the support of Pender. I moved straight forward 
until within a few hundred yards of General Pender's brigade, when, 
on his sending me back information that the enemy was attempting 
to flank him on the left, I moved by flank to the left, and the left regi- 
ment of my brigade, as soon as it was unmasked by Pender's, and 
each other regiment as soon as unmasked by the preceding one, went 
in at double-quick. Colonel Lane's next, and then Field's, were in 
like manner, and with equal spirit, thrown forward on the enemy,* 
killing many and driving the rest down the precipitous banks into 
the river. 

The advance pf my command was made under the heaviest artil- 
lery fire I have ever witnessed. Too much praise cannot be awarded 
to officers and men for their conduct. The little corps, in this, as in 
•all the battles, has displayed as much valor as any troops in the field. 
Lieutenant Shelley, commanding. that corps, displayed his usual gal- 
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Jantry, remaining under fire in the discharge of his duty, after a 
severe wound, until ordered off the field. 

Captain Archer and Lieutenants Thomas and Lemmon, of my staff, 
rendered valuable and efficient assistance. 

We held our position until dark, when we returned to camp and 
took up our line of march the same night toward Martinsburg. 

The regiments w r ere commanded as follows: First Tennessee, Col-' 
pnel Turney ; fourteenth Tennessee, Lieutenant Colonel Lockhart; 
seventh Tennessee, Lieutenant Howard, adjutant ; nineteenth Geor- 
gia, Captain F. Johnson. • . 

The loss > of the bngade was six killed and forty-nine wounded. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. L. ARCHER, 
Brigadier General ccmmanding. 



REFORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL PENDER. 



Camp near^Bunkersvili.e, Va., > 
October 14, 1862. J 

Lieutenant General T. J. Jackson : 

General: I have the honor to make* the following report of the 
part taken by my brigade in the battle of Manassas Junction, the two 
days fighting at Manassas, the battles of Ox Hill, Harper's Ferry, 
Sharpsburg and Shepherdstown : 

At Manassas Junction, while lying under .cover from the occasional 
shots from the enemy's artillery, a brigade of their infantry was seen 
approaching, upon which our battery opened and they soon broke. 
My brigade being in rear and a little to the right of Generals Branch 
and Archer, I advanced so as to form an extension of their -line of 
battle ; but as they advanced upon the enemy, my brigade c.ontinued 
to move forward passing by the hospital near our advance redoubts 
and from thence, bearing a little to the right, in the direction where 
the railroad crosses Bull Run, going east ; but when getting a little 
lower down than the railroad bridge, I changed direction so as to get 
possession of it. My skirmishers met the enemy at the river, and soon 
my whole brigade was engaged with the enemy across the river. I 
held this position for a while, and then threw two regiments across, 
preparatory to advancing further ; but at the instigation of General 
Hill, withdrew, going lower down and crossing in order to cut the 
enemy off; but they had left-before I could form on the east side of 
the river. Thus ended the fighting that day as far as I was concerned. 
My loss here was very slight. 

On Friday morning, August 29th, my brigade was placed in sup- 
porting distance of Colonel Thomas, with orders to support him, where 
it remained until the afternoon. Finally it seeming to me to be the 
time to go to his assistance, I ordered my brigade forward, moving 
just to the right of Colonel Thomas. My men moved forward very 
gallantly, driving the enemy back across the railroad cut, through the * 
woods on the opposite side and beyond their batteries in the adjoining 
field. A battery of the enemy, which was on the right of this wood, 
as we advanced, was flanked by my command and the cannoneers de- 
serted their pieces. My line was halted on the edge of the field in 
front of the enemy, where I remained some little while, when^being 
promised support from one of the staff in some of General Jadkson's 
brigades, I crossed the field to attack the batteries. My men advanced 
well, receiving grape from their batteries; but support being waited 
for in vain, and seeing columns on my left and right manoeuvring to 
flank me, I withdrew and marched back to the railroad cut, a little to 
the righ,t of the position previously held by General Gregg. General 
Archer very kindly came forward and relieved me until I could march 
to the rear and rest my men. I was ordered to my extreme left in 
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reserve, and remained there until the next afternoon, when I was or- 
dered to the right to support some one of General Jackson's brigades. 
I marched across the railroad embankment, moving obliquely to the 
left, until I had reached the large field again, in which the enemy 
were formed. Finding nothing special to do here, unless it was to 
attack an overwhelming force of the enemy supported very strongly 
by artillery, I withdrew, after receiving a heavy fire of grapa and 
shell, getting back to the railroad cut about the point I had reached 
the evening before. I received orders from you to march in conjunc- 
tion with other troops, particularly with those of General Archer, 
Colonels Thomas and Taliaferro. We all advanced together, taking 
the enemy, as it were, in echelon. We advanced steadily driving the 
enemy from the field, through the w r oods, taking a part of his battery 
in the field and the other part in the woods. While advancing through 
this field, we were exposed to a very heavy enfilade fire from the right. 
We continued our advance until after dark, when we came in contact 
with a body of the enemy, each man fired a volley ; exchanging a few 
shots with the enemy, they ran and we rested for the night. Thus 
ended the Manassas fight with me. 

My brigade, with the exception of a few skulkers, behaved with 
great gallantry on both of these days; they could not have behaved 
better. I cannot particularize at this distant day, but I well recol- 
lect that Major Cole, commanding twenty-second, behaved as he had al- 
ways done, with great coolness and bravery. Also, Captain Stone, 
commanding sixteenth Ncrth Carolina, and Captain Ashford, com- 
manding thiity-eighth North Carolina, the latter I had the misfortune 
to lose, in consequence of having received a wound in the leg. 

In the afternoon, at Ox Hill, the head of the column coming in con- 
tact with the enemy, my brigade was for a few moments ordered un- 
der cover to be in support. Very soon I received orders from 
General Jacksbn, to goto the support of Colonel Broekenbrough, 
who reported he was hard pressed. I moved forward several hundred 
yards, when I came in rear of Colonel Brockenbrough's brigade, 
which caused mine to be thrown slightly out of order ; two regiments 
bearing to the right, ^and thus getting separated from the others be- 
fore I saw the trouble. The woods were quite thick ; 1 however 
moved them on, bringing two to the support of Colonel Thomas, 
and the others to the assistance of General Branch, who was some 
distance to the right. My brigade was thus placed between the 
two above named brigades, with a short interval in my centre. 
Only the sixteenth and thirty- fourth North Carolina, on the right, # 
were actively engaged. After reaching the next field in which the 
enemy were posted, no attempt was made to advance. My two regi- 
ments suffered very severely from direct and flank fire* This con- 
tinued till about dark, I having previously caused nfp firo to cease. 
Colonel Riddick and Lieutenant Colonel Miller, thirty-foiith, both re- 
ceived wounds t?f which they died. Captain Stone, commanding 
sixteenth North Carolina, was also wounded. 

At Harper's Ferry, my brigade was on the left of tho division advanc- 
ing from the point where the railroad and river meet. My brigade ad- 
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vanced within about sixty yards of the breastwork on the west front 
of Bolivar Heights, having that night exchanged shots with the enemy 
several times on th.eir way there. Colonel Brewer,, next in command 
of the brigade, at this time, did himself great credit in the manner in 
which he handled it. Being absent when my brigade had reached 
this advanced position, on my return I ordered it to fall back a short 
distance, knowing no troops were in a supporting distance. The next 
morning, according to your order, I moved nearer, under cover, while 
our artillery played upon the enemy. The artillery ceasing, I, in 
obedience to previous orders, commenced the advance, but halted on 
the fire of our artillery opening again. I remained in this position, 
about one hundred and fifty yards distant from the above named 
breastwork, until after the surrender. Here, again, my officers and 
men behaved finely. At Sharpsburg, on Wednesday, September lGth, 
my brigade was on the right of the division, but not actually engaged, 
being under fire at long range of musketry. The next morning I was 
ordered to take position between Colonel Brockenbrough, on the left, 
and Colonel Lane, on my right. Here we were exposed all day to 
the enemy's sharpshooters, about six hundred yards distant. We 
remained in this position until late at night. At Shepherdstown, 
September 18, 1S6 2, my brigade formed the left of our division. Ad- 
vancing to within about three hundred yards, we were opened upon 
by the artillery from the opposite side of the river, which lasted all 
day at a most terrible rate, we came upon" the infantry which had 
crossed, I had. gone to* the left to oppose this force, which was far 
superior to my Qwn. Finding an effort made to flank me, I placed 
two regiments under cover from artillery, facing the river, and threw 
the others on my left flank so as to check this disposition of the ene- 
my. Holding this position a short time, General Archer came up 
with three brigades to the support of the advanced line, and, upon 
seeing the flanking movement of the enemy, moved quickly to the 
left, when we advanced, driving them headlong into the river. After 
driving them from the plain, 1 sent the twenty-second North Caro- 
lina, under the gallant Major Cole, to the river bank to take them as 
they crossed, and this it did nobly. Others of my brigade had gone to 
the river ; but finding them too much exposed, I cklled them back under 
a hill just overhanging the river. I called out those I had first left 
in this exposed position, leaving Major Cole with twenty men, who 
remained all day, the enemy being in heavy force in the canal on the 
opposite side. We were exposed all day to a tremendous fire of artil- 
lery, and also to the fire of their sharpshooters. 

In conclusion, I would beg leave to bring to the notice of the Major 
General, the distinguished gallantry and efficiency of First Lieu- 
tenant R. A. Brewer, volunteer aid on my staff, whom I recommend 
for promotion* I would also beg leave to mention the names of a few 
whose actions entitle them to notice in the twenty-second. The list 
will be rather long, as it is upon it and its commanders that I usually 
call when any special and dangerous services are to be performed. 
Major C. C. Cole, commanding twenty-second, always acts with cooU 
ness, courage and skill ; Captain Odell, acting # field officer, has inva- 
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ri ably behaved in a highly commendable manner; Captain George 
Graves, twenty- second, is mentioned for great gallantry, and for 
having remained with his company even while very sick ; Second 
Lieutenant David Edward*, of the same regiment, at Manassas, with 
the help of two men, rushed ahead of the regiment and captured a 
piece of artillery, when it was on the eve t>f escaping, having a hand 
to hand engagement with the enemy. At Harrier's Ferry he also 
acted in such a manner as to be particularly noticed. Sergeant Oxford, 
of company H, twenty-second, is mentioned for great daring and 
coolness at Shepherdstown ; Sergeant Jesse IT. Pinkerton is. men- 
tioned as always going ahead with the colors, and by his undaunted 
courage encouraging others. He is a young man and mentioned for 
promotion. Captain Stome commanded sixteenth North Carolina 
at Manassas Junction, the two days' fighting at Manassas, and at Ox 
Hill, until wounded ; he behaved with great credit to himself. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Stome, commanding sixteenth North Carolina, at 
Shepherdstown, Harper's Ferry and Sharpsburg, behaved with great 
gallantry. Second Lieutenant John Ford, of the same regiment, at- 
tracted my attention for his good demeanor in all the battles. Cap- 
tain Ashford, commanding thirty-eighth North Caralina, at Manassas 
Junction and at Manassas, w T here he was wounded, ha3 entitled him- 
self to notice, a3 well as promotion, by his uniform bravery and good 
conduct. : Lieutenants Brown and Robinson, also of the same regi- 
ment, have attracted my attention more than once, as also Adjutant 
Mclntyre. There are others, too numerous to mention, who have 
escaped my memory at this late hour. 
The list of casualties is as follows : 

Near Warrenton Springs, August 20, 
Manassas Junction, August 27, 
Manassas, August 29 and 30, 
Ox Hill, September 1, 
Harper's Ferry, September 14 and 15, 
Sharpsburg, September 17 and IS, 
Shepherdstown, September 20, 

Respectfully, &c, 
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W. D. PENDER, 
Brigadier General. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL LANE; 



Headquarters Fourth Brigade, ) 
November 14, 1862. S 
Major R. C. Morgan: • 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken 
by this brigade in the various engagements from Cedar Run to Shep- 
herdstpwn, inclusive. The report must- necessarily be imperfect, aa 
I was not in command of the brigade until after General. Branch's 
fall, while most of the officers who commanded the different regiments 
are now absent and did not leave with the assistant adjutant general 
any account of the part taken in the various battles by their respec- 
tive commands. 

Cedar Run, August 9tii. 

After a long, rapid and weary march, we reached the battle-field at 
Cedar Run on the afternoon of the 9th Augu3t and took the position 
assigned us in line of battle by General Branch, in the woods, to the 
left of the road leading to the run, the right of the thirty-seventh 
resting on the road, the twenty-eighth, thirty-third, eighteenth and 
seventh being on its left. The twenty-eighth, thirty-third, eighteenth, 
and thirty-seventh moved cheerfully and irresistibly forward, and in 
perfect order, through the woods, upon the enemy, who had succeeded 
in flanking the first (Stonewall) brigade of General Jackson's division, 
which was rapidly giving way. The enemy's infantry were soon 
driven from the woods into the field beyond, and both, infantry and 
cavalry were finally driven in great disorder from the scene of action. 
Many prisoners were taken, and many others deserted their colors 
and voluntarily surrendered themselves. After advancing in line 
beyond Cedar Run, we were half-wheeled to the right and marched 
across the road, through a field of corn and over an open field, until 
we reached the left of the forces under Brigadier General W. B. 
Taliaferro, where we were halted. It was then dark, and the infantry 
firing had ceased in all directions. During the entire engagement, 
the officers and men behaved as well as could be desired, notwith- 
standing the disorderly manner in which some of the troops we were 
ordered to support fell back. 

Lieutenants Dunn and Coltraine, of the first Virginia (Irish) bat- 
talion, tendered me their services on the field, as they had been left 
without a command. I put them in charge of two companies of the 
twenty-eighth regiment, previously commanded by sergeants, and 
both discharged the duties assigned them only as brave men can do. 

Our loss .was twelve killed and eighty-eight wounded. I did not 
see the seventh regiment after we were ordered forward, and, as Col- 
onel Haywood is absent, I will submit so much of Captain Turner's 
report as relates to the part taken by his regiment in this engagement. 
When the brigade moved forward, this regiment, for causes unknown 
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to the writer, did not move for several minutes, and consequently was 
considerably behind the brigade. We were finally ordered forward,, 
but had not proceeded more than one hundred yards, when we were 
halted and the line dressed. By this time the brigade wa3 entirely 
out of sight. We marched forward, and were again halted and the 
line dressed. We next wheeled to the right and marched into a road 
running nearly perpendicular to our original line of battle. Colonel 
Haywood, at this point, left the^ regiment to look for General Branch. 
The command then devolved upon Captain R. B. *McRae, who, hear- 
ing heavy firing in our front, was just on the eve of ordering the 
regimpnt in that direction, when Colonel Haywood returned with 
orders from General Jackson. We then marched by the right flank 
to a wheat* field on the left of the Culpeper road, and formed on a hill 
in rear of and nearly perpendicular to the brigade, which was then at 
the bottom of the hill and in the same field. We marched forward at 
a double-quick to the support of General Taliaferro's division, which 
we found engaging a force of the enemy concealed in a corn-field. 
We fired several rounds, when the enemy broke and fled. We 
pursued them about three-quarters of a mile, taking about thirty 
prisoners, including two commissioned officers, when we were halted 
by command of General Tajiaferro and marched to a point on the 
Culpeper road, where we joined the brigade and bivouacked for the 
night. The regiment sustained a loss of one man killed and one 
wounded in this action. 

Shelling Across the Rappahannock, August 24th, 

On Sunday, August 24th, the eighteenth regiment was ordered to 
the support of Mcintosh's battery. It lay during the whole of the 
day under a very heavy fire of the enemy's artillery, but -sustained 
no loss. The twenty-eighth and thirty-third regiments were sent, 
under my command, to support Braxton's and Davidson's batteries, 
and to prevent, if possible, the destruction of the bridge across the 
Rappahannock near the Warrenton White Sulphur Springs. I threw 
a portion of the twenty-eighth far in advance into an open field, as 
far as practicable, to act as sharpshooters, and kept the rest of my 
command sheltered behind a hill. We had only three wounded, 
although we were under a very heavy shelling all that day. The re- 
maining regiments were also under fire a part of the time. 

Manassas Junction, August 26th. 

We reached Manassas Junction the morning of the third day after 
the above shelling. The eighteenth regiment was detached to guard 
the captured stores, and the rest of the Brigade was halted not far 
from the depot, near an earthwork to the left. While resting and 
awaiting an issue of Yankee rations, the enemy were seen advancing 
upon our position ia line of battle. General Branch immediately put 
his cotnmand in motion, and moved by $he flank to the left of a bat- 
tery planted near the earthwork. Our artillery opened upon them, 
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30011 put them to flight, and we pursued them rapidly, in a diagonal 
direction, across the field in rear of the hospital, and some dis- 
tance beyond Bull Run, but never overtook the main body, as the 
Crenshaw battery advanced more rapidly than we did, and poured 
charge after charge of canister into their disordered ranks. We suc- 
ceeded, however, in capturing a large number of prisoners. 

Manassas Plains, August J^Sth, 29tii and 30th. 

Next day, after marching through Centreville and across Bull 
Run, on the stone bridge road, we were ordered from the road, to the 
right, into a piece of woods, fronting a large open field, in which ono 
of our batteries was planted. As soon as the engagement was opened 
on our right, General Archer's brigade, which was in front of us, 
moved from the woods into the field, up to arid to the right of the 
battery, where it was halted. Our brigade also moved a short dis- 
tance into the field in the same direction, when the enemy opened 
a 'left enfilade artillery fire upon us. General Branch then ordered 
the twenty-eighth regiment to continue its march, and directed me to 
halt it in rear of General Archer, while he moved the rest of his com- 
mand some distance to the left. The whole brigade, with no protec- 
tion whatever, stood this artillery fire for several houis in the open 
field. The eighteenth at one time was ordered to the support of 
General Ewell, and was marched down, but, as the enemy had been 
driven from the field, it was not put in. None of us were- actively 
engaged that day, and about nightfall the whole command was moved 
into the woods, into the railroad-cut, where we slept upon our arms. 
Next day we were marched a circuitous route and brought back into 
an open field, near the spot where we had spent the night. Capt. 
Crenshaw, who was in command of his battery, in front of us, 
notified General Branch of the presence of the enemy in our front. 
Captain Turner, of the seventh, was immediately sent to tho left 
of the battery, with his company, to act as skirmishers. Soon after, 
General Branch ordered me to take command of the twenty-eighth 
and thirty -third regiments and dislodge the enemy, who were in 
the wood beyond the field of corn. 

On passing beyond the small cluster of woods, to the right of the 
Crenshaw battery, we saw the enemy retreating in confusion before 
Captain Turner's skirmishers. We continued to advance until we 
saw General Gregg's brigade in the woods to our right. It was here 
that I learned the enemy was in force in the woods, and that General 
Gregg had been ordered not to press them. I deemed it advisable to 
inform General Branch of these facts, and was ordered by him to re- 
main where I was. I had three companies at the time deployed as 
skirmishers along the fence in front of us, and connecting with those 
first sent out under Captain Turner. The enemy advanced upon 
General Gregg in strong force soon after we halted, and General 
Branch, with the iest of his command, advanced to his support. The 
thirty-seventh first became actively engaged. The enemy opened a 
deadly fire upon this regiment. The eighteenth, under Lieutenant 
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Colonel Purdie, and the seventh, under Captain McRae, went to its 
assistance, and the enemy were driven in disorder beyond the railroad 
cut. The enemy were repulsed in two subsequent attempts to drive 
these regiments from their positions. The thirty-third, under Colonel 
Hok>5, also fought well in the woods to the left of these regiments, 
and once gallantly advanced into the open field in front and drove the 
enemy back in disorder. Up fo this time the twenty eighth had not been 
engaged, and as the other regiments were nearly out of ammunition, 
General Branch ordered it to join him, intending to make it*coverhis 
front. The order was not delivered properly, and the regiment went 
into action to the left of General Field's brigade It advanced 
boldly into the woods, driving the enemy before it, although exposed 
to a left enfilade and direct fire, but fell back when it found itself 
alone in the woods and unsupported. The men, however, rallied and 
reformed in the centre of the open field and advanced a second 
time, when the enemy was not only driven beyond the cut, but entirely 
out of the woods. Never have I witnessed greater bravery and des- 
peration than was that day displayed by this brigade. We 
were not actively engaged the next day, but held our position, under 
a heavy artillery fire and very heavy skirmishing, until late in the 
afternoon. We then followed up the enemy until about ten o'clock, 
P. ML, advancing in line through a body of woods neajdy to a large 
hospital, in which the enemy had left many of his wounded. Our 
loss in this three days' battle was thirty filled, one hundred and eighty - 
£ve v wounded and some missing. • \ 

Ox Hill, September 1st. 

The pursuit was continued the whole of Sunday, and on Monday after- 
noon, about four o'clock, we came up with the enemy again at Ox Hill, 
near Fairfax Court-House, cn the Alexandria and Winchester turn- 
pike, when the engagement was immediately opened. This brigade 
pressed eagerly forward, through an open field and a piece of woods to 
the edge of another field, where we were for a short time exposed to 
the enemy's infantry fire, without being able to return it. An attempt 
was made to flank us on the right, and the eighteenth regiment was 
immediatly detached from the centre of the brigade and ordered to 
the right to prevent the movement, which it did, sustaining a deadly 
fire, unsupported. The enemy's direct advance was through a field 
of corn, in which he sustained great loss, notwithstanding most of 
our guns fired badly, on account of the heavy rain which fell during 
the engagement. On learning that our ammunition was nearly out, 
General Branch made known the fact, and was ordered to hold his po- 
sition at the point of the bayonet. We remained where we were 
until dark, when the whole command fell back to the field in rear of 
the woods. The twenty-eighth, cold, wet, and hungry, was then or- 
dered back to the'field of battle to do picket duty for the night, with- 
out fires. This engagement is regarded by this brigade* as one of 
our severest. The enemy's infantry used a great many explosive 
tails. 

18 
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Our loss was ^fourteen killed, ninety-two woiinded, and two miss- 
ing. 

Harper's Ferrt. 

The second day after the engagement at Ox Hill we marchetf 
through Leesburg, crossed the Potomac into, Maryland on tbe 5th and 
moved in the direction of Frederick, where we remained several days. 
* Then reerossed the Potomac at Williamsport and marched on Harper's 
Ferry, through Martinsburg. The evening of the 14th, we advanced 
down the Winchester and Harper's Ferry railroad. The seventh regi- 
ment was in advance, and its skirmishers, commanded by Captain 
Knox, succeeded in driving the enemy's sharpshooters from a high 
position overlooking the railroad. The remainder of the brigade 
reached this position after midnight and there slept upon their arms 
until day, when every one was in readiness and awaited the order to 
advance. After a short, but rapid and well-directed, artillery fire 
from our batteries, the enemy displayed several white flags, and we 
marched into the place without further resistance. 

We captured several prisoners the evening of the 14th. Our loss 
«jas four wounded. 

Sharpsburg, September 1st. 

We left Harper's Ferry on the 17th of September, and after a very 
rapid and fatiguing march, recrossed the Potomac*and reached Sharps- 
burg in time to participate in the fight. The entire brigade was or- 
dered to the right, and on reaching the .field, the twenty-eighth was 
detached by General A. P. Hill in person and sent on the road to 
the left, leading to Sharpsburg, to repel the enemy's skirmishers, who 
were advancing through a* field of corn. The rest of the brigade 
..moved nearly at right angles to our line and on the enemy's flank. 
The thirty-third, seventh, and thirty-seventh were the regiments 
principally engaged. They fought well and assisted in driving back 
three separate and distinct columns of the enemy. The eighteenth 
was not actively engaged. I was ordered, about sunset, to rejoin the 
brigade, and on doing so, ascertained that General Branch had been 
killed. It was after sunset when I assumed command of the brigade. 
I found the seventh, thirty-seventh, and thirty-third posted behind a 
stone fence, and the eighteenth sheltered in a hollow in rear. I or- 
dered the twenty-eighth to the left of the line, but the order was de- 
livered to the eighteenth, which was posted to the left behind a rail 
fence, a portion of it being broken back to guard against a flank 
movement. The twenty-eighth was posted to the left of the seventh 
4n trie opening caused by the withdrawal of a few Georgia troops. 
Although annoyed by the enemy's sharpshooters, we held our position 
until ordered to fall back on the night of the 18th.* We did not cross 
the river until late next day. General Gregg's, General Archer's, 
and this brigade formed the rear guard of the army, and were kept in 
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line, facing the enemy, until infantry, artillery, cavalry, wagons, and 
ambulances had all safely crossed. 

Our loss in this engagement was one brigadier general (L. O'B. 
Branch) killed, twenty others killed, seventy-nine wounded, and four 
missing. 

Shepiierdstown, September 20th. 

On the morning of the 20th of September, we were moved, with the 
balance of the division, back to the ferry near Shepherdstown. Soon 
after we had taken our position in line, in the field of corn in rear of 
the wheat stacks, we were ordered to advance in the face of a storm 
of round shot, shell and grape. We moved forward in line until we 
reached General Pender's brigade, sheltered behind the hill in front 
of the residence near the ferry. Finding that he was out-flanked on 
the left, we then moved by the left until we unmasked his brigade. 
The men, on reaching the top of the hill, raised a yell and poured 
a deadly fire into the enemy, who fled precipitately and in great con- 
fusion to the river. Advancing at a double-quick, we soon gained 
the bank of the river and continued our destructive fire upon those 
who were attempting to regain the Maryland shore at the old dam just 
above the ferry. We held our position all that day immediately 
upon the bank of the other river, though exposed to the heaviest can- 
nonading of the war and in range of the enemy's sharpshooters, who» 
were posted in strong force on the Chesapeake and Ohio canal. 

Our loss three killed and seventy-one wounded. 

Lieutenant Colonel Purdie, who bravely commanded the eighteenth, 
in most of these engagements, desires that special mention should be 
made of Captain John D. Barry, of company I, for his coolness and 
gallantry and devotion to duty. Captains Turner and Knox, of the- 
seventh, have on all occasions, but especially as commanders of skir- 
mishers, won the admiration of the entire brigade by their daring 
and efficiency. Lieutenants Clominger and McCauley, of the twenty- 
eighth, are also deserving special notice for their great bravery and 
faithfulness in the discharge of their duties. 
Very respectfully, 

JAMES H. LANE, 

Brigadier General* 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL McGOWAN. 



Headquarters Second Brigade, 
A. P. HiWs Light Division* Second Army Corps, 
Camp Gregg, Va., Feb. 9, I36S. 

Major R. C. Morgan, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Major : In compliance with the request of Major General Hill to 
send in a report of all military operations in which this brigade was 
engaged, " from the time when General Lee took command at Gor- 
'donsville, to the time when we left the Valley," I have the honor to 
submit the following general statement, which has been delayed on 
account of the absence of two regiments on fatigue duty. Not 
having been in command of the brigade, but only of one of its regi- 
ments, (the fourteenth South Carolina volunteers,) during these 
•operations, I have not been able to make such a detailed report of 
particular events as the subject deserved, but am obliged to content 
myself with a mere outline of operations — the most important. 
Would that the lamented General Gregp\ lately in command of the 
brigade, was here to make out the report of achievements in which he 
performed so large a part himself, and which he could have recorded 
better than any one else. I understand that the call does not include 
the Cedar Run or Slaughter Mountain campaign, which this brigade, 
as part of your division, made under Major General (now Lieutenant 
General) Jackson. 

Crossing the Rappahannock. 

On Saturday, the 16th of August, 1862, the second brigade, 
(Gregg's, now under my command,) A. P. Hill's light division, moved 
from its bivouac, between Gordonsville and Orange Court-House, to 
Crenshaw's farm, near the Rapidan river, where it remained until tho 
20th of August, when, crossing the river at. Summersville ford, wo 
advanced, under the orders of General Lee, against the forces of 
General Pope, which w T ere occupying the whole country north of that 
river. The enemy fell back before us through Culpeper county; and 
we reached the north branch of the Rappahannock at the bridge where 
the Orange and Alexandria railroad crosses it, on Thursday, the 21st 
of August. , The artillery of the enemy, here opened on us across the 
stream, indicating that he bad halted in his retreat and intended to 
make a stand there. The brigade slept on their arms under the guns 
of the enemy ; and the next morning we turned to the left and pro- 
. ceeded up the river, crossing Hazel river at Wellfcrd, and that night 
reached a point about opposite to the Fauquier White Sulphur Springs. 
Here we also found the enemy, who, having burnt the bridge, was 
again opposing our passage. 

On Sunday, the 24th, the brigade was moved into position on the 
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Rappahannock hills, near the hou3e of Dr. Scott, to support our 
artillery, which was engaged with that of the enemy across the stream. 
There the men were subjected to a severe cannonading for four 
hours, and suffered a small loss of five wounded. At the dawn of 
day Monday morning, the 26th, the regiments were turned out as 
ordered, with the utmost promptitude, without knapsacks, and again 
wheeling to the left, we marched rapidly several miles up the river, 
crossed the Rapahannock (Hedgeman's river) without opposition, at 
Hinson's mill, and made a forced march of twenty-four miles that day, 
up the Salem Valley to Cobbler's mountain. 

On the 27th, we continued the march, without wagons, or baggage 
of any kind, turning to the right at Salem, through Thoroughfare 
Gap, in the Bull Run mountain, and slept at night in rear of our 
artillery, in the road near Bristoe's Station, on the Orange and Alex- 
andria railroad. The next morning we reached Manassas Junction, 
where the enemy, attempting, to recapture it, (said to be General 
Taylor's New Jersey brigade, from Alexandria,) were scattered, with 
considerable loss, and driven by our forces across Bull Run, towards 
Centreville. In the afternoon of that day, the brigade returned from 
pursuit to the junction, where three days' rations were issued from 
the vast supply of captured stores, and the men, for a few hours, 
rested and regaled themselves upon delicacies unknown to our com- 
missariat, which they were in good condition to enjoy, having eaten 
nothing for several days except roastirfg ears, taken, by order, from 
the corn-fields near the road, and what was given by the generous 
citizens of the Salem Valley to the soldiers as they hurried along in 
their rapid'march. 

I have thus thought proper to state, somewhat in detail, the inci- 
dents of this bold flank movement by which we crossed the Rappa- 
hannock, turned the right of the enemy, got entirely into his rear, 
and c*ut off all his communications, seemingly without his knowledge, 
and certainly without serious opposition from him. 

Wounded in the Affair at Rappahannock : 

Thirteenth regiment South Carolina volunteers, - - - 2 
Fourteenth • " " " " - 3 

Total, ' - - -5 

^ The Second Battle op Manassas. * 

At dark, on the evening of Wednesday ^he 27th of August, the 
brigade, in conjunction with that of Coloner (now General) Thomas, 
was thrown out on the south side of the Manassas Junction as the 
rear guard, and formed in line of battle, facing the enemy, who had,, 
during the evening, been fighting General Ewell near Bristoe's Sta- 
tion. Standing under arms here, we had a fine view of the magnifi- 
cent conflagration caused by the burning of sutler's and commissary 
stores, together with about a hundred cars on the railroad, freighted 
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with every article necessary for the outfit of a great army, all of 
which was set on fire about midnight and consumed. 

About two o'clock in the morning of Thursday, the 28th, we si- 
lently retired from our pickec lines in front of the enemy, and, by the 
light of the smouldering ruins, followed the division across Bull Run, at 
Blackburn's ford, to Centreville. Here we rested a short time, and 
thence turned back towards Bull Run, and,*moving by theWarrenton 
turnpike, crossed the run again near the stone bridge. At this critical 
moment, the enemy falling back from the Rappahannock, (caused 
doubtless by our flank movement,) were coming down the turnpike 
from Warrenton, meeting us. S6on after crossing the run, we turned 
to the right, leaving the turnpike, and after going up the river a short 
distance, changed front and were drawn up in battle array, along the 
line of the unfinished independent railroad track, facing the turnpike, 
along which the enemy was moving. Brisk firing was heard upon 
our right, and about dark, the brigade was hurried to the scene of ac- 
tion, and ordered to report to General Ewell, who was directing the 
engagement. Arrived on the field after dark, finding General Ewell 
badly wounded. Soon after the firing ceased. We slept upon our 
arms near Ewell's battle-field, and the next morning, at early dawn, 
returned near the position first taken up by us the evening before, and 
were placed in line of battle on the extreme left of the whole com- 
mand, near Catharpin Run. We occupied a small, rocky, wooded 
knoll, having a railroad excavation bending around the east and north' 
fronts, and a cleared field on the northwest. This position was * 
slightly in advance of the general line, and besides, being on the ex- 
treme left, was considered important, because of the Sudley ford road, 
which it commanded. Our line made an obtuse angle, pointing to- 
wards the enemy, one side of which ran nearly parallel with the 
railroad cut, and the other along the fence bordering the cleared field 
before spoken of. Within these contracted limits was the little tongue 
of woodland which we occupied, and which we were directed to hold 
at all hazards. On this spot, barely large enough to hold the brig- 
ade, we stood and fought, with intervals of cessation, from eight 
o'clock in the morning until dark. We repulsed many successive 
charges, I believe seven, the enemy constantly throwing fresh columns 
upon us, and persisting in his effort to carry the point with the ut- 
most obstinacy. During the different struggles of the day, the regi- . 
ments were relieved and shifted as occasion required. The space 
covered by the brigade was so small, and the distance between the 
regiments so inconsiderable, that I would not be able, if it were ne- 
cessary, to state all the movements which were made. I can only advert 
to the positions of the respective regiments at one or two important 
junctures during the da^. In the morning the regiments of the brig- 
ade were posted as follows : The thirteenth South Carolina volunteers 
(Colonel Edwards) on the right; to his left, the first South Carolina 
yolunteers, (Lieutenant Colonel McCready ;) to his left, the twelfth 
South Carolina volunteers, (Colonel Barnes;) to his left, the four- 
teenth South Carolina volunteers, (Colonel McGowan,) the latter regi- 
ment being thrown back along the fence bordering the field above 
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referred to, and Orr's regiment of rifles (Colonel Marshall) behind 
tho centre, in reserve. General Gregg and his staff, and all the field 
•officers, were on foot. The fight was commenced by us. From the 
noise which came from the woods, across the railroad, and the con- 
stant firing of the skirmishers, we knew that we were in the presence 
of the enemy, and General Gregg sent out Lieutenant Colonel Mo- 
Cready, with his regiment, to ascertain his location and number. He 
had gone but a short distance into the woods beyond the railroad 
•cut, when he fell upon a large column of the enemy and returned. 
General Gregg, having thus discovered them, directed the first and 
twelfth regiments to advance and " drive back the enemy." These 
regiments commenced the advance together, but as the enemy threat- 
ened to flank the line on both the right and left, they soon separated. 
The first, in order to protect its threatened right, inclined to the right, - 
and handsomely drove the enemy up the railroal. Colonel Edwards 
(the thirteenth) supported Lieutenant Colonel McCready in the move- 
ment, and gallantly held his exposed position on the right near the 
railroad, for the greater part of the day The twelfth being pressed 
by a heavy column on it3 left flank, Colonel Barnes changed front to 
the left, and charging in the most spirited manner, drove the enemy 
down the railroad, breaking and routing them as often as they at- 
tempted to make a stand. When he had driven off the enemy an<i 
was returning, Col. Barnes was joined by Col. Marshall, who had been 
sent to his assistance, and the two regiments again charged and drove* 
heavy body, massing near the railroad. All the regiments at this 
time were recalled by an order not to advance, and in so doing bring 
on a general engagement, but to hold the position and act on the de- 
fensive. These dashing charges in advance were entirely successful, 
and at twelve, M., our front was cleared of the enemy, but they soot* 
began to close around us again. It happened that there was an in- 
terval of about a hundred and seventy-five yards between our right and 
the left of General Thomas' brigade. Opposite to this interval the 
railroad cut w T as very deep, and the enemy getting into the cut at 
some pointbeyond, crawled, unobserved, down the excavation to a point 
opposite this interval, and, in very heavy force, made a sudden rush to 
enter this gap. The attack from that quarter was ^unexpected, and 
for a short time seemed likely to succeed. The assailants succeeded 
in getting nearly .across the point of woods to the field on the north- 
west, thus for a moment cutting off and isolating our brigade, but ii 
was only for a moment. The fourteenth regiment South Carolina 
volunteers, which at the time was in reserve, was promptly wheeled 
into the gap, and assisted by the left regiment of General Thomas^ 
brigade, (believed to be the forty-ninth Georgia,) and such parts cf 
our brigade as were near the point, drove them back across the rail- 
road cut, with great slaughter. The opposing forces at one time de- 
livered their volleys into each other at the distance of ten paces. 

About three o'clock, P. M., another most vigorous effort for the posi- 
tion was made from all the points held by the enemy, whose fire now 
formed a semi circle of flame arid smoke, extending at least half round 
the devoted hill. For the first time they now came through the corner 
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cf the open field which has been so often referred to, and pressed 
heavily on Orr's rifles, which at this moment occupied the fenco 
Colonel J. Foster Marshall and Lieutenant Colonel D. A. Ledbetter^ 
together with many other gallant officers and soldiers of this 
regiment fell here, but the obstinate enemy was again repulsed at all 
points and driven beyond the railroad. From the long-continued 
struggle, the ammunition of the men was*all expended, but* the resOA 
iution, of General Gregg to hold the position was unchanged. When 
Major General Hill, commanding, sent to enquire whether he could 
hold out, he replied, modestly, he thought he could, adding, as if cas- 
ually, that " his ammunition was about expended, but he slill had the 
bayonet" It was now four o'clock, P. ML, and there was no abate- 
ment in ' the fury of the assaults, when the brigades of Generals 
Branch and Early, having been sent to our assistance, came in most 
opportunely and gallantly. After these reinforcements had arrived 
and passed to the front, General Gregg collected the remnant of his 
regiments and, placing them in line behind the troops now engaged, 
gave them instructions to He down, and, if our friends were overpow- 
ered and had to fall back over them, to w T ait until the enemy was 
very near, then rise and drive them back at the point of the bayonet. 
The men all lay down as fnstructed, resolved, as the last resort to try 
the virtue of the cold steel ; but, happily, the necessity did not arise. 
The enemy were finally driven back at all points, and night closed 
upon us, occupying the identical spot which we were ordered to hold 
in the morning. We slept on the field of battle, and remained in po- 
sition all the next day whilst the great battle of the second Manas- 
sas was progressing on our right. The enemy made several attempts 
to advance, but the admirable practice of Captain Mcintosh's battery 
kept them beyond musket range, scattering them with shot and shell 
every time they moved forward. Some few men were wounded by 
shell, but we were not very actively engaged on that day. 

Uriday, the 29th, was the glorious but bloody day for the brigade. 
It may be allowed for us to claim that, by holding the left steady on 
Friday, we contributed something to the success of the great battle 
on Saturday. The distinguished Brigadier General who commanded, 
ancf who was present everywhere during the day, and exerting him- 
self to the utmost, was himself spared, only to fall upon another vk>- 
torious field, (Fredericksburg,) but many of our noblest and best offi- 
cers and men fell there. The aggregate of the killed and wounded of 
thebrigade in this battle was six hundred and thirteen, (613.) 

All the field officers were either killed or wounded, ex,cept two. 
Among those who gloriously yielded up their lives on the battle-field 
tre the following officers: Colonel J. Foster Marshall and Lieutenant 
Colonel D. A. Ledbetter, Captain M. M. Norton and Lieutenant W. 
C. Davis, of Orr's rifles; Captain C. D. Barksdale and Lieutenant 
John M. Munro, of the first South Carolina volunteers; Lieutenant* 
J. A. May and Hunnicutt of the twelfth ; Captain A. K. Smith and 
Adjutant W. D. Goggins, of the the thirteenth South Carolina volun- 
teers.. 

Among the wounded were the following officers; Lieutenant Coth- 
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ran, of Orr's rifles ; Lieutenant Colonel McCready, of the first South 
Carolina volunteers ; Lieutenant Colonel McCorkle, Captain Bookter, 
Captain Grist, and Li'eutenants Dunlop, Sharpe, Bingham, Dornin, 
Gwinn, White, Thode, Hankie and Rollins, of the twelfth South 
Carolina volunteers ; Colonel Edwards, Lieutenant Colonel Farron, 
Major Broekman, Captain R. L. Boudon, Captain P. A. Eichelber- 
ger, Captain J. W. Meetze, and Lieutenants Copeland, Crooker, 
Grice, Thorn and Felloes, of the thirteenth South Carolina volunteers ; 
Col. McGowan, Captain Stuckey, Captain Brown, and Lieuts. Rob- 
ertson, Carter and Allen, of the fourteenth South Carolina volun- 
teers. 

• Statement of Killed and Wounded: 



Killed. Wounded. Aggregate. 

Orr's rifle?, 19 97 116 

First S. Carolina Volunteers, 24 119 143 

Twelfth S. Carolina Vols., 24 121 145 

Thirteenth^. Carolina Vols., 23 118 144 

Fourteenth S. Carolina Vols , 8 57 65 

101 # 512 613 



Field Officers Killed : 

Colonel J. Foster Marshall, Orr's Rifles. 
Lieutenant Colonel D. A. Ledbetter, Orr's Rifles. 

Field Officers Wounded : 

Colonel Dixon, twelfth South Carolina A r olunteers. 
Lieutenant Colonel McCorkle, twelfth 'South Carolina Volunteers. 
Colonel 0.- E. Edwards, thirteenth South Carolina Volunteers. 
Lieutenant Colonel T. S. Farron, thirteenth South Carolina Vol- 
unters. 

Major B. T. Erockman, thirteenth South. Carolina Volunteers. 
Colonel S. McGowan, fourteenth South Carolina Volunteers. 
Lieutenant Colonel E. McCready, first South Carolina Volunteers. 

Ox Hill. * 

Being wounded at Manassas, I was not with the brigade in the 
campaign into Maryland which followed, and therefore this report 
must be short and unsatisfactory. The brigade remained upon the 
battle-field of Manassas until Sunday, the 3 1st of August, ^vhen they 
moved in pursuit of the enemy. Crossing Bull Run at Sudley ford 
and reaching Pleasant Valley that night, the next day, September 
1st, they moved towards Fairfax Court House, and late in the even- 
ing, near Ox Hill, suddenly came in contact with the enemy, who 
was already in position on the right and front, covering his line of 
retreat from Centreville to Fairfax Court-House. Whilst on the 
march, the skirmishers suddenly commenced firing, and the brigade 
quickly formed in line of battle, under a heavy fire. The thirteenth 
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and fourteenth South Carolina volunteers were posted in front, the 
twelfth South Carolina volunteers supporting the fourteenth, and 
Orr's rifles supporting the thirteenth, and the first South Carolina 
volunteers in reserve. In this order, with loaded muskets and fixed 
bayonrts, they were immediately pushed upon the enemy south of the 
turnpike. They advanced rapidly to a fence. The twelfth was thrown 
out on the left of the fourteenth to lengthen the line, and the rifles 
were also thrown forward. After a short, but very btisk and severe 
contest, they drove the enemy back. A cold and drenching thunder 
shower swept over the field during the engagement, and rendered 
many of the guns uufit for use. The enemy withdrew and we slept 
upon the field. *The brigade went into action unexpectedly, but be- 
haved extremely well. For the time they were engaged, and the 
small numbers present, their loss was heavy, being in the aggregate 
one hundred and four killed and wounded, including some valuable 
officers. Among the killed were Lieutenant W. C. Leppard, of the 
thirteenth, and Adjutant W. C. Buckannon, of the twelfth; and 
among the wounded were Captain A. P. West and Lieutenant E T. 
Youngblood, of the fourteenth, and Robert Junkins, of Orr's rifles. 
No field officers killed or wounded. 

Statement of Killed and Wounded: 



Killed. 

First South Carolina volunteers, I 
Orr's rifrVe, 5 
Twelfth South Carolina volunteers, 1 
Thirteenth South Carolina volunteers, 5 
Fourteenth South Carolina volunteers, 3 



Wounded. 


Aggregate. 


7 


8 


25 


30 


10 


1 I 


24 


29 


23 


26—104 



Capture or Harper's Fekrv. 



The brigade left Ox Hill on the 3rd of September, and, marching 
through Dranesville and Leesburg, crossed the Potomac into Mary- 
land at White's ford on the 5th. They rested at Monocacy Junction, 
near Frederick City, until the 10th, when, in order to perform their 
part in the investment and capture of Harper's Ferry, they com- 
menced a forced march, and, making a large circuit by way of Boons- 
boro', Williamsport and Martinsburg, reached the vicinity of Harper's 
Ferry, from the Virginia side, on the 13th. Sunday, the 14th, the 
brigade moved down the Winchester railroad, on the left bank of the 
Shenandoah, and were engaged during the night, until t*>vo o'clock 
the next morning, in getting into position on the plateau between 
the Shenandoah and Bolivar Heights, the latter place being held by a 
strong force of the enemy. Here morning dawned upon the com- 
mand, ready to storm the' heights. The view was magnificent, 
presenting such a spectacle as is rarely seen. At early dawn the 
batteries of Mcintosh and Davidson opened upon the left of our posi- 
tion, and soon after other batteries commenced firing upon the enemy 
from the Loudoun Heights, beyond the Shenandoah. When every> 
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thing was ready for the assault, a white flag was seen displayed by the 
enemy as evidence of surrender, and. at half-past seven o'clock on 
the morning of the 15th September, Major General A. P. II ill en- 
tered the captured works. At nine o'cloclTthe brigade was marched 
up to the heights and employed in guarding prisoners, arms, &c. We 
sustained no loss in these brilliant operations. 

Shabpsburg. 

At Harper's Eerry, during the l'6th, heavy cannonading on the 
Maryland side was distinctly heard, and on Wednesday we made p. 
forced march up the river, crossed the river at Boteler's ford, a short 
distance below Shepherdstown, and arrived on the field of Sharpsburg 
in the afternoon, about two •miles from the Potomac, reaching the 
actual presence of the enemy at forty minutes past three o'clock, P. 
M,, which was not a moment too soon for the fortunes of the day. 
The general line of our army seemed to be in front of the town df 
Sharpsburg, facing the east, with its right flank stretching towards 
the Potomac. The enemy were in front, along the line of the An- 
tietam river. We eaine upon the field on the extreme right of our 
line, perhaps two miles from the Potomac. It was seen at once tha; 
a large force of the enemy (said to be Burnside's division) were iii 
the act of sweeping down the Antietam and around our right, with 
the object manifestly of cutting off our army from the Potomac. 
The light division came from the proper direction, and at the right 
moment, to meet this column and drive it back across the Antietam. 
Gregg's brigade was placed in position on the right. The fourteenth 
South Carolina volunteers, Lieutenant Colonel Simpson, being the 
leading regiment, was thrown out to hold a position on the extreme 
right, being the point of our line nearest the Potomac. The enemy, 
checked in his flank movement, never got so far to our right, and 
consequently that regiment was not actively engaged. The first 
South Carolina volunteers, Colonel Hamilton, the twelfth; Colonel 
Barnes, and thirteenth, Colonel Edwards, formed in line of battle, 
were directed to enter the field to the left of the fourteenth and drive 
back the enemy. This line advanced to the top of a hill, in a corn- 
field, and there engaged the enemy, who appeared advancing in force 
upon the opposite hill, and held a fence in the ravine between the 
hills. They checked at once the advance of the enemy. Colone- 
Edwards, on the left, took up a strong position behind a stone fence 
and held it. Colonel Barnes advanced down the hill and, with s* 
charge, gallantly drove the enemy from the fence in front. He was, 
however, in a few moments, flanked by a large body on the right, and 
bad to retire his regiment a short distance up the hill, the enemy im- 
mediately re-occupying the fence. Colonel Barnes soon returned to 
the attack and, upon the same ground, charged with his fine regiment 
three times, and the last time drove them from the fence and up the 
hill beyond, with great slaughter.' 

In the meantime, Colonel Hamilton, feeling a heavy pressure upon 
his right, obliqued his regiment in that direction and gallantly drove 



284 



them, clearing the front, and at the same time covering the right of 
Colonel Barnes. A heavy body now appeared on the right of Colonel 
Hamilton, and Captain Perrin, commanding Orr's rifles, was sent out 
to sweep the field in that direction. He led his regiment up a hill, 
discovered the enemy in the hollow beyond, dispersed them at once, 
and held the position, which was somewhat in advance of the general 
line. Thus the columns which were enveloping the right of our army 
were driven back at all points, and, at the last moment, Sharpsburg 
made a victory for the Confederate arms. 

The brigade held its position on the field all night, the next day, 
and until three o'clock in the morning of Friday, the 19th, when they 
joined the division and moved towards Boteler's fori on the Potomac, 
which was crossed without losing a man. # In the critical operation of 
crossing the river in the face of so large a force, the light division, 
General A. P. Hill, was the rear guard, and Gregg's brigade was in 
Sear of the division. Two companies of the fourteenth South Caro- 
lina volunteers, under the command of Captain Brown, were thrown 
out by Lieutenant Colonel Simpson as skirmishers, in a corn-field, 
about a mile from the river, thus covering the passage of the army. 
About nine o'clock, A. M., whilst the light division was crossing, 
Captain Brown's small detachment was attacked by cavalry, but, dis- 
persing them by a single volley, they succeeded in reaching the river 
and crossing in safety. 

The fighting at Sharpsburg was severe, and the loss considerable, 
being in the aggregate one hundred and sixty-five. Among the killed 
were Colonel Dixon Barnes, Captain F. A. Erwin and Lieutenant 
Blackman, of the twelfth South Carolina volunteers, and Lieutenant 
J. A. Mclntyre, of the first South Carolina volunteers. Among the 
wounded were Captain M. P. Parker, of the first South Carolina vol- 
unteers ; Captain J. L. Miller, Captain H. C. Davis, Lieutenant R. 
M. Kerr, and Captain J. M. Perrin, commanding Orr's rifles ; W. J. 
Stone and S. G. Iloseborough, of the twelfth South Carolina volun- 
teers, and Lieutenants J. M. Wheeler and W. L. Leitzer, of the 
thirteenth. Where all' did their duty well, it may not be unpardon- 
able to declare that, in this battle, the palm was borne off by the 
intrepid Colonel Barnes, who nobly fell whilst leading the invincible 
twelfth in their last victorious charge. Colonel Barnes was as 
amiable and generous in peace as he was gallant and irresistible in 
war. Having large wealth and high position at home, he left all to 
fall at the head of his beloved regiment, gallantly struggling for the 
* independence of his country. 

Statement of Killed and Wounded. 

Killed. Wounded. Aggregate. 

First South Carolina volunteers, 4 3*0 34 

Orr's rifles, . 3 9 12 

Twelfth South Carolina volunteers, 20 83* 104 

Thirteenth South Carolina volunteers, 1 14 15 — 1G5 
# Two missing. 
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Field Officer Killed: 
Colonel Dixon Barnes, twelfth South Carolina volunteers. 

SHEPHERDSTOWN. 

After crossing the river into Virginia and marching about five 
miles, the brigade spent the night, and was ordered back next morn- 
ing, the 20th, to Botelers ford, near Shepherdstown, to drive back 
the enemy, who was reported to be crossing at that point. General 
Gregg formed line of battle, Orr's rifles deployed as skirmishers in 
front, and advanced in splendid style. The batteries of the enemy, 
on the Maryland side, poured upon them a terrible fire of grape, 
round shot and shell. Their practice was remarkably fine, bursting 
shells in the ranks at every discharge. The fourteenth South Caro- 
lina volunteers, Lieutenant Colonel Simpson, from the nature of the 
ground over which if passed, was particularly exposed. When the 
artillery made gaps in their ranks, they closed up like veterans, and 
marched on without confusion or in the least losing distance. The 
rifles went down near to the river and drove the enemy into the 
water, most of them being either tilled or drowned. The brigade lay 
under a terrible fire of shells all day, and at dark returned to 
bivouac. The loss of the brigade was sixty-three killed and 
wounded, mostly in the fourteenth. Among the killed, being the 
brave, generous, and efficient Captain Jimes H. Dunlap, of Laurens, 
South Carolina, who was blown to pieces by a shell ; and among the 
wounded was Lieutenant D. H.Hamilton, Jr., adjutant of the first 
South Carolina volunteers. 

On Sunday, the 2nd November, occurred the affair at Castleman's 
ford, near Snicker's Gap. Gregg's and Thomas' brigades, accompa- 
nied by a battery of artillery, were thrown forward as a sort of 
picket, to secure that ford against any effort General McClellan (who 
was reported to be at Sniekersville in for^e) might make to pass the 
mountain there. Qregg's brigade took position and, under light fire 
of artillery, awaited the approach of the enemy, who never reached 
our side of the ford. In this affair the brigade lost three wounded, 
one mortally. 

The brigade remained in bivouac, at different places in the lower 
Valley, until Saturday, tfce .22nd November, when they moved, with 
the light division, from Jordan's spring, on the Opec^uon, near Win- 
chester. Marching up the Winchester and Staunton turnpike, we 
turned to the left at New Maiket, passed the Blue Hidge at Milam's 
) . Gap, then covered with snow, and on the 27th left the beautiful Valley 
of Virginia. Passing by Madison and Orange, we reached the Mas- 
saponax Hill, near Fredei icksburg, on Wednesday, the 3rd of 
December, having made a march cf one hundred and seventy-five 
miles in twelve days. Again regretting much the many imperfections 
of this hasty sketch of operations w r hich must be historical, 
I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. McGOWAN, 
Brigadier General corrimanding Second Brigade, L. D. 
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STATEMENT OF KILLED AND WOUNDED. 

Killed. Wounded. Aggregate. 



Orr's rifles, — 1 

First South Carolina volunteers, — 4 

Twelfth South Carolina volunteers, — 1 
Thirteenth South Carolina volunteers, — £ 

Fourteenth South Carolina volunteers, l(J 45 

Smoker's Gap. 

Killed. Wounded. 

Orr's rifles, 1 — 

Twelfth South Carolina volunteers, — 2 



1 

4 
1 

2 

55—63 

Aggregate. 
I 

2—3 



RECAPITULATION— KILLED AND WOUNDED. 



Orr'e Rifles, S. Carolina Vols 

l*t Regiment S. Carolina Vols 

1.2th Regiments. Carolina Vols... 
13th RogimentS. Carolina vols... 
14lh Regiment S. Carolina Vols... 



Total. 



< 
< 

< 
pq 



p 

ft 
1 O. 
O 
p 
GO 



116 
143 
145 
144 
G5 



O 



30 
8 
11 
29 
26 



12 
34 
104 
15 



613 104 165 



1 

4 
1 

2 
55 



63 



160 
189 
263 
192 
149 
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REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL EVANS, 



Headquarters Evans' Brigade, > 
Near Winchester, Fa., October 13, 1862. \ 

Major G. M. Sorrel, 

Assistant Adjutant General, Right Wing : 

Major : In pursuance to the written instructions of the Major 
General commanding, I beg leave to report the action of my command 
in the recent engagements in Virginia and Maryland. On the 6th of 
August last, I was ordered to repair, with my brigade, to Malvern 
Hill, and to drive the enemy from the wood to the north of the hill. 
I deployed my troops in line of battle, and, after marching about a 
mile through the woodland and open field, encountered the cavalry 
pickets of the enemy, which were soon driven in by the fire of two 
regiments, killing several of the enemy, who soon retired, evacuating 
his position — four prisoners taken. 

On the morning of the 24tlr August, I was ordered to support, 
with my brigade, the batteries under the command of Major Garnett, 
who was attacking the enemy at Rappahannock Station, with further 
instructions to attack the enemy should he appear on the south sid8 
of the river. Receiving a message from Captain Squiers, command- 
ing the battery, that the enemy were in a small redoubt, which they 
had thrown up the night previous, I immediately ordered an advance 
to drive him from his position; but, on the approach of- my troops, he 
?oon retreated across the railroad bridge, before we were in musket 
range. I here ordered the Macbeth artillery, Captain Boyce, to ad- 
vance, occupy the work, and to open fire on the enemy across the 
river. This point, however, Captain Boyce found untenable, as the 
enemy's batteries swept the entire hill and wcrk. He was compelled 
to retire with the loss of four wounded. The entire loss of my brig- 
ade m this engagement was twenty-one killed, (enlisted men) ; seven 
commissioned officers, and seventy-five enlisted men, wounded. The 
coolness of the men and of the officers of the brigade excited my 
highest admiration. Many of them never having been under fire 
before, sustained a severe fire of grape and shell for more than three 
hours without breaking line of battle. 

On the evening of the 29th of August, the brigade engaged the 
skirmishers of the enemy, in considerable force, on the south side of the 
road near Groveton, and rendered efficient co-operation to the com- 
mands of General Wilcox, on the left, and General Hood, on the 
right, in driving the enemy from his position. The enemy falling back, 
and the darkness of the night concealing his movements, I formed my 
brigade in the camp of the enemy, until ordered to fall back by the 
Major General commanding,. Leaving a strong picket in my front, I 
withdrew about a mile to the rear. 

On the morning of the 30th August, the enemy presenting himself 
in large force near Groveton, I was ordered to take command of the 
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troops formed immediately on the right of the road, embracing 
Whiting's division, Brigadier General J. B. Hood, commanding, 
Pickett's brigade, Colonel Eppa Hunton commanding, and my own 
brigade. I would state that, just before the action commenced, Pickett's 
brigade was ordered to the support of General Kemper. My com- 
mand now consisted of three brigades, which were disposed as- follows : 
Evans' brigade, with the left resting on the turnpike, under the im- 
mediate command of Colonel P. F. Stevens; Hood, with his command, 
on Stevens' light. In this position ray command rested until about 
four o'clock, P. M., when General Hood was ordered to advance, 
Colonel Stevens supporting his left. The command soon became 
warmly engaged with the enemy, who seemed to concentrate a heavy 
force on the right of the road, and opened a heavy artillery 
fire on my whole line from right to left. After advancing more 
than a mile, the command of General Hood, after charging the bat- 
teries in the centre, was compelled to fall back, which was done in 
good order. Stevens' command coming up immediately afterwards, 
held the enemy until relieved, timely, by Major General R II. An- 
derson's division. In this engagement the loss of Evans' brigade 
was very severe — the loss being fourteen officers and ninety-eight en- 
listed men killed, forty-eight officers and four hundred and sixty- three 
enlisted men wounded, and eight enlisted men missing. Among the 
killed were the gallant Colonel J. H. Means, of the seventeenth regi- 
ment South Carolina volunteers, and Colonel J. M. Gadberry, of the 
eighteenth regiment. These brave men were shot down while nobly 
leading their regiments into action. Colonel Gadberry was killed 
instantly ; Colonel Means, mortally wounded, survived two days. It 
is but justice to the memory of these noble and gallant officers to 
mention my appreciation of their valuable services. Colonel Means, 
though much advanced in yea/s, ever exhibited the energy of youth 
in battling our ruthless foe, and devoting his whole • ability to our 
sacred cause. His death fully exemplifies his devotion to his country. 
Colonel Gadberry was conspicuous during the battle far his dauntless 
conduct and unflinching firmness. Among the wounded were the 
brave and energetic Major F. G. Palmer, of the Holcomb legion, and 
the gallant Colonel H. L. BeLbow, of the twenty-first regiment. The 
list of the other gallant dead and wounded officers is herewith en- 
closed, and I^would respectfully refer the Major General commanding 
to the reports of their immediate commands for the history of their 
actions. To Colonel P. F. Stevens, of the Holcomb legion, command- 
ing the brigade, I am much indebted for his untiring zeal and daunt- 
less courage, cheering his men, under heavy fire, during the entire 
engagement. My command succeeded in driving the enemy from 
their batteries, with great slaughter, and turning his own batteries 
against his retreating forces. A large number of small arms and 
accoutrements, and three stand of colors were captured. For the ac- 
tion of the Texas and third Georgia brigades, I respectfully refer to 
the reports of General Hood and.the Coldnels commanding. 

On the 14th of August, my division was ordered to support the 
command of Brigadier General Rodes, on the left of the road, near 
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South Mountain. On marching ray brigade up the mountain, on our 
extreme left, I was informed that the two brigades, "under the imme- 
diate command of Brigadier General Hood, had teen detached, by 
order of the Major General commanding, to support our right, and I 
was further ordered to hold my position on the left, and that reinforce- 
ments would be sent. On my arrival at the summit of the mountain 
the skirmishers of the enemy were met. supported by several of his 
batteries, which commanded my position. 1 ordered Colonel Stevens, 
commanding brigade, to push over the summit and engage the enemy 
then firing on General Rodes' troops, retiring. Colonel Stevens 
soon became engaged with a much superior force, two columns of the 
enemy advancing rapidly upon his small command. This force, how- 
ever, was bravely met, and the position held until the troops on my 
right bad retired, leaving my brigade nearl^surrounded by the enemy; 
I then directed my troops to retiie, firing, to the east side of the 
mountain, which was cone in good order. During the night, I received 
an order to march in the direction of Sharpsburg, and my division 
ordered to act as rear-guard, which duty was performed until our» ar- 
rivnl at the Antietam river, on the evening of the loth September. 

On the morning of the 16th, General Hood, with his two brigades, 
were detached and sent to the support of Major General D. H. Hill, 
leaving me but two brigades, Colonels Anderson's and Evans' brig- 
ades. During the day my command was held as support to Colonel. 
Walton's artillery, also with orders to defend the bridge over the An- 
tietam, and my skirmishers were engaged throughout the day with 
the sharpshooters of the enemy. v 

On the morning of the 1 7th, the enemy attacked our left in force, 
and about noon Colonel Anderson's brigade was detached to support 
General Hood, then supporting Major General D. II. Hill, on oW left. 
About two o'clock, P. M., I was ordered to rally the troops then flock- 
ing to the town from our left, and to bring them into action. After 
considerable exertion, with the assistance of my entire staff, I suc- 
ceeded in collecting about two hundred and fifty men and ofScers, 
whom I formed into two commands, and placed them respectively 
under the command of Colonels Colquitt and Iverson, of Major Gene- 
ral D H. Hill's division. At three o'clock, observing the enemy ap- 
proaching my position, (directly on the left of the road,) also attempt- 
ing to cross the bridge on my right, I ordered an advance, Colonels 
Colquitt and Iverson on the left, with Boyce's battery, and Colonel 
Stevens on the right, supported by two batteries of Colonel S. D. Lee'a 
battalion, who came timely, at my request, to my assistance, and ren- 
dered material aid in driving the enemy back across the river, with 
Colonel Stevens' command as Skirmishers on the right, while I attacked 
the enemy with Colquitfs and Iverson's commands on the left. 

This little command gallantly drove the enemy from his cover in 
the corn-field, and caused him to retreat in confusion, leaving a num.* 
bcr of their dead and two stand of colors, the latter having been shot 
down by a well .directed fire of Captain Boyce's battery. I also re- 
quested Colonel Walton, of the ariillery, to open fire on the enemy's 
batteries that had crossed the bridge, which, being promptly ^f>ne, had 
19 



the desired effect of driving them back. My brigade then resumed 
its original position, and bivouacked for the night, sleeping on their 
^ras. For individual instances of gallantry and distinction, I beg 
leave to refer to the reports of the immediate commanders. 

To my general and personal staff I am much indebted, for their 
' bravery and fidelity in carrying my orders. Captain T. D. Eason, 
ordnance officer ; Captain A. L. Evans, assistant adjutant general; 
First Lieutenant Samuel J. Corrie, aid-de camp, were often under 
heavy fire, and executed their several duties with intrepidity. My 
faithful courier, Mr. Farquhar Trazevant, was shot down near me by 
& shell, inflicting a wound from which he has since died. His loss 
was severe to me, both personally and in his official capacity. I am 
also pained to announce the fall of Captain Samuel Jordan, assistant 
adjutant general of Colonel Colquitt's brigade, who was shot down 
while gallantly transmitting my orders. Enclosed herewith, please find 
the reports of regimental and battery commanders. 

The total loss of Evans' brigade in the above mentioned engage- 
ments* is one thousand and twenty-four aggregate, from an aggregate 
of one thousand eight hundred and thirty on the 30th July, 
11862. It is proper to state that the aggregate for duty was afterwards 
increased to twenty-two hundred by the addition of the twenty-third 
regiment South Carolina volunteers. 

In conclusion, I would call the attention of the Major G&neral com- 
manding to the gallant conduct of the officers of this brigade. 

In each engagement some field officer was either wounded or killed. 
. I had neglected to mention above the loss of the gallant Lieutenant 
Colonel T. C. Watkins, of the twenty-third regiment South Carolina 
volunteers, and Major R. S. Means, of the seventeenth regiment, both 
of # whom were shot down while cheering their regiments. Colonel 
Watkins was killed instantly, and Major Means, severely wounded in 
both legs, was left in the hands of the enemy. 

Respectfully submitted, 

K G. EVANS, 
Brigadier General commanding. 

P. S. — The report of the eighteenth regiment South Carolina vol- 
unteers will be forwarded to-morrow. 

I 



REPORT OP BRIGADIER GENERAL RANSOM OF BATTLE 
• OF SJIARPSBURG. 



Headquarters Ransom's Brigade, ) 
Camp near Marlimburg, ¥a., September 22, 1862. \ 

Captain William A. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant Genenzl : 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the part 
performed by my brigade in the* battle near Sharpsburg, Maryland, 
on the J 7th instant : 

The regiments present were the twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, thirty*, 
fifth and forty-ninth North Carolina troops, commanded respectively 
by Lieutenant Colonel Harris, Colonel Rutledge, Colonel Ransom 
and Lieutenant Colonel McAfee. The strength present was about 
sixteen hundred aggregate. 

About three o'clock, in the morning of the 1 7th instant, the brigade,, 
followed by the others of the division, was moved to the extreme right 
of the position occupied by our troops, and posted upon some bill* 
which commanded an open country. Here it remained in line until! 
about nine o'clock, when an order from General Lee directed the di- 
vision to the left, where the enemy was pushing back our forces. 

From the first position the brigade moved left in front until we- 
had passed the town of Sharpsburg some half mileto the north, when 
it was formed into line by inversion, bringing the forty-ninth over the 
right. The line was formed ur^ler a severe fire, and in the presence 
of some of our troops, who had been driven back. As soon as formed, 
the whole brigade was pushed rapidly forward, and, after passing some 
two hundred yards, I received orders to form to the right and. resist 
the enemy, who were in possession of a piece of woods. The chan^o 
of position was effected with three of the regiments, the forty-ninth., 
twenty-fifth and thirty-fifth ; but the twenty-fourth,- on the extreme* 
leffr, had come upon the enemy and opened fire, and continued in the 
first position, upon the left of General Barksd tie's brigade. 

Upon reaching the woods, wo mot parts of Hood's and Early's com- 
mands, and,- leaving them, immediately encountered the enemy in 
strong force, flushed with a temporary success. A tremendous fi;e 
was poured into them and, without a halt, the woods was cleared, and 
the crest next the enemy occupied. 

At this time, I determined to charge across a field in our front, and 
to a woods beyond, which was held by the enemy; but he*, again ap- 
proached in force to within a hundred yards, where he was met by 
the same crushing fire which had driven him first from the position.. 
I now went to recall the twenty-fourth, which had passed on— which, 
had been directed, as I afterwards heard, by General Stewart, to oc- 
cupy a position near the extreme left— but finding it was so far away. 
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returned. During my absence, the enemy again attempted to force 
tbe position, after subjecting us to a fearful storm of iron missiles for 
thirty minutes. Colonel Ransom, commanding during my absence, 
repulsed him signally and put an tnd to any further attempt by in- 
iantry to dislodge us. Immediately after this, fire from two large bat-, 
teries was opened upon us, and continued with occasional intermissions 
until nightfall. 

About noon, General Longstreet sent me word to take the battery 
in our front, and the order to advance was given, when General Mc- 
Laws arrived, and ordered me to desist from the attempt. Again, 
about two or three o'clock, I received instructions to advance and take 
the battery. Just at this time the enemy was observed to have massed 
a strong force about the batteries, and General Walker, having arrived, 
forbade the movement until he could communicate with General Long- 
street in person. Shortly afterwards, orders came to defer any at- 
tempt upon the enemy's position until General Jackson should have 
attacked him upon his right flank. This was not accomplished by 
General Jackson, and the^ effort to capture the tvo large batteries, 
which had almost incessantly played upon us for eight hours, was not 
made. 

I cannot too highly compliment the men and officers for their gal- 
lant behavior during the entire day. They formed under a galling 
fire, and, in presence of our retiring troops, pressed forward and drove 
back a far superior force, and three times afterwards repulsed deter- 
mined attacks of the enemy, and in largely superior numbers to our 
own. But the highest credit is due for the periect coolness exhibited 
during an eight hours exposure to an unparalleled cannonade, and 
within canister range. 

I will not close my report without bringing to the notice of the 
commanding General the conspicuous conduct of Colonel Ransom, 
of which* the General can lear n n ore by inquiry of Colonels Hall and 
Jenkins, forty-sixth North Carolina ; *Major Flemming, too, of the 
forty-ninth, evinced a cool daiing and soldierly presence of mind 
eminently praiseworthy. 

Lieutenant and Adjutant Cooke, of the twenty-fouTth, was foremost 
in leading his regiment while under my eye, and 1 have had frequent 
occasions to observe qualities which make him second to pone in cour- 
age and capacity. 

Lieutenant Colonel Bryson, of the twenty-fifth, was cool and gaf- 
lant. I cannot further particularize. 

To the members of my staff I ewe much for their prompt and un- 
tiring assistance. Captain Rowland, A. A. G. ; Lieutenant Brod- 
nax, A. D. C. ; Mr. Mason, volunteer aid, and Lieutenants Ashe and 
Thomas, the last my ordnance officer, who was ever in the right place. 
My orderlies, privates Pierson and De Vom, of the twenty-fourth, 
acted with unwonted intelligence and gallantry throughout the day, 
in bearing messages, under the hottest fire. The latter had his horse 
tthot. 

Though not a part of ray brigade, I cannot properly close my report 
without mentioning the forty-Bixth North Carolina volunteers, Colo- 
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nel Hall commanding. About mid-day he reported to me,<with his? 
regiment, and was tit once ordered into position on my right, which 
was unflinchingly maintained throughout. The conduct of the regi- 
ment was all it should have been, and the bravery of Colonel Hall 
and Lieutenant Colonel Jenkki3 reflects the highest credit upon them- 
selves and the service. A list of casualties is hereunto appended. 
I have the honor to bo, verv respectfully, 

"ii. RANSOtf, Jr., 

Brigadier General. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL PRYOR OP SECOND 
BATTLE OF MANASSAS. 



Headquarters Pryor's Brigade, >* 
Near Winchester, Oct. 5, 1862. \ 

Captain: A very brief narrative will suffice to exhibit the opera- 
tions of this brjgade in the battle of Manassas. 

When the enemy's attack on the left of our line was repulsed, I 
was directed by Brigadier General Wilcox to throw my brigade on 
his broken columns. Disposing my troops in two lines, with the 
first, consisting of the third Virginia, the fourteenth Alabama, and 
the eighth Florida regiments, I pushed across the field, to the end of 
intercepting the enemy in his retreat. Perceiving my design, the 
flying Federals turned to the left, sought the shelter of a neighboring 
wood, and attempted to -arrest our advance. But neither a terrific 
artillery fire on their flank, nor an unexpected fusilade in front, could 
check the impetuous cnset of my brave men. Into the woods they 
dashed and, with little delay, dislodged the enemy from his cover. 
This accomplished, I changed front to the right, with the view of 
charging the batteries, from whose fire my troops suffered so seriously. 

In pursuance of a suggestion from General Wilcox, I concerted 
with Brigadier General Featherston a plan of attack on these bat- 
teries. It was agreed that, while General Featherston turned the 
enemy's flank, I should assail him in front. In the execution of this 
schenie very little difficulty was encountered, the enemy, on our ap- 
proach, invariably abandoning his position, almost without a struggle. 
Several of his detached pieces and # caissons we captured, but gen- 
erally he succeeded, by a timely flight, in escaping with his batteries. 
Indeed, with his expulsion from the wood where he, first sought shel- 
ter the fighting with us ceased. Afterwards it was a mere chase, in 
which the enemy exhibited such fleetness that we could inflict upon 
him only a trifling Iocs. The pursuit was vigorously pressed, never- 
theless, until darkness arrested our further progress. The brigade 
bivouacked on the advanced^osition won by our arms. - 

In the progress of the action, 1 had the misfortune to be separated 
from my command by a circumstance to which I allude only in expla- 
nation of my absence. Returning from a search after two of my 
regiments, which, in the confusion of the fight, had become detached 
from the brigade, I advanced unconsciously beyond the enemy's line, 
and was awhile detained" in my ] embarrassing position. Eventu- 
ally, however, I was so fortunate as to effect ray escape and rejoin my 
^command. 

Of the conduct of officers and men in this fight, I have to speak in 
the most complimentary terms. The fifth and eighth Florida regi- 
ments, though never under fire before, exhibited the cool and collected 
-courage of veterans. Special mention of peculiar merit in individuals 
I reserve for another communication. 

The loss of the brigade, as shown by the list of casualties, was 

\ 
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upgn our troops, and directing a rapid, .heavy and deshuctive fire 
both upon the right and left of our lines. At this time, General 
Wilcox, who had, as senic r brigadier, been directing the movements of 
bis brigade, General Pryor's, and mine, was ordered by General Long- 
street to move rapidly with his brigade to the right, to tho 
support cf General Hood. This left me the senior brigadier on tho 
left of our lines. Very soon after General Wilcox left with his brig- 
ade, Major Walton, of General Longstreet's staff, announced tome 
that Colonel Thomas, commanding a brigade of General Jackson's 
division, had been sent to reinfolce me, and that other troops were 
coming up for the same purpose. Generals Pender and Archer very 
soon arrived with their brigades, and I immediately directed my brig- 
ade to be moved to the left, so as to extend beyond the enemy's rrghs, 
and Generals Pender and Archer to form oa the right of my brigade. 
This was promptly done. Colonel Thomas' biigade was held in re- 
serve, with one regiment of General Pryor's.. As soon 'as our line 
was formed, an advance was ordered. The whole line moved forward 
in rapid and gallant style. The enemy fled, after the first well- 
directed fire, through the woods, in the direction of the stone house. 
All the puces of their artillery *erc left upon the field and captured. 
These brigades continued the march in pursuit of the enemy. Pass- 
ing through a skirt of woods, they reached another field, sojne three- 
quarters of a mile vide, on the further side of which the enemy were 
discovered again in line of battle, with one or two pieces of artillery 
placed upon a commanding eminence, which weie turned upon our 
troops as soon as they made' their appearance. These brigades were 
again put in line of battle in the edge of the woods, and Colonel 
Thomas was directed to move with his brigade to the left of our line, 
to prevent a flank movement by the enemy and their reinforcements 
from coming up a road running on our left and extending in front 
to the turnpike near the stone house. These dispositions ha\ing 
been made, our lines advanced. The enemy fled precipitately, doing 
us no injury except with their artillery, scarcely returning the fire 
of our infantry. Having driven them from this position, any fur- 
ther movement was prevented by the darkness of the night. ^ It was 
now fully dark, and our troops bivouacked upon tho ground until 
morning. 

The enemy's artillery was served with great skill and effect upon 
our troops dining the entire engagement, to which our -greatest loss 
on the left must be attributed. Our troops, whose conduct came un- 
der my observation, behaved with greQt coolness a*id courage during 
the whole engagement, which lasted about four hours. The Dixie 
battery, under command of Captain Chaplain, attached to my brigade, 
was placed on the left of the turnpike, near the village of Groveton, 
where it performed good service (luring the day. * 

When General Wilcox left the field, and the command of the 
troops on the left devolved on me, I placed the command of my im- 
mediate brigade under Colonel Posey, who was the senior colonel 
present. 

To the members of my staff, who were with me on the fiell; Cap- 
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tain Barksdale, Lieufcnant Paiker, and Qaptain C. N. Featherston, 
I feel indebted for their efficiency and promptness in executing my 
orders. . 

Tlxe list of the casualties in my brigade is ^herewith transmitted, 
as well f as lists of those who particularly distinguished themselves 
during the engagement. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

W. g. FEATHERSTON, 
Brigadier General commanding. 

\ 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL BENNING OF ACTION 
AT THOROUGHFARE GAP. 



Headquarters Toombs' Brigade, ) 
Camp near Winches' er, October 7, 1863. ) 

Major A. Coward, A. A. G. ; 

Major: I respectfully submit to you the following report of the 
part taken in the action at Thoroughfare Gap, on the u 2Sth of August 
last, by the brigade, which, in the necessary absence of General Toombs, 
I commanded, as the officer next to nJm in rani: : 

The brigade marched into the gap from Salem by the left flank. 
This threw the twentieth Georgia in front, the second Georgia next, 
the fifteenth Georgia next, and the seventeenth Georgia in the rear. 
When it entered the gap, the enemy were pouring into the gap shot 
and shell on the south side from two or three battel ies, so situated as 
to sweep much of the railroad v and more of the turnpike on that side. 
Socn after the twentieth came under this fire, I was ordered, by Gen- 
eral D. R. Jones, to take two of the regiments and to seize and hold 
the point of the mountain on the right of the gap. This mountain 
terminated quite abruptly at the gap, and was high enough to com- 
mand its ^hole outlet, as well as most of the approaches on the aide 
of the enemy. On both sides the mountain was very steep, and it wan 
covered with a dense undergrowth of stiff bushes, mostly ivy. 

As soon as I received the order, 1 sent forward the twentieth, voider 
Major Waddell, to the point indicated, and went back for the next 
regiment, the second, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Holmes, and 
ordered him to follow the twentieth as quickly as possible. The second 
was then on the railroad, and separated some little distance from the 
twentieth, and the descent down the embankment of the railroad was 
difficult. The consequence was that the regiment did not reach the 
point from which the twentieth had started until the latter was out of 
eight. Colonel Holmes, consequently, halted there for directions. 
Meantime I had, as soon as I gave him the order, galloped forward to 
the twentieth, which I overtook double quicking towards the mountain 
through a field, exposed to a hot fire from the enemy's batteries. As 
soon as it reached the foot of the mountain, it was formed in line of 
battle, and preceded at a short distance by a company of skirmishers, 
under Lieutenant Thomas, it commenced the ascent. This, though 
the ground in some places was almost precipitous and every where was 
covered w T ith stiff bushes, it accomplished at a rapid gait. And i*was 
well that it did so, for, when the skirmishers reached the summit, the 
enemy's skirmishers, supported by a line of infantry, were in sight, 
coming up on the other side. Fire was immediately opened on him 
by our skirmishers, and by the time the regiment itself arrived at the 
summit, short as that was, the enemy's skirmishers had commenced 
falling back, and directly their supporting line also withdrew and left 
us in possession of the mountain. If the enemy had succeeded in 
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seizing this mountain, he would have had complete command of the 
gap. Very socn afterwards his batteries commoneed playing on the 
mountain. This they continued to do, short intervals excepted, until 
the close of the action. 

The company of skirmishers was then posted as* pickets down the 
side of the mountain. In a short'time, they observed the enemy en- 
deavoring to place a battery on the right of the outlet of the gap, at 
a point from which it could have commanded the south side of the 
gap as entirely as the batteries already established commanded the 
north side. This movement of the enemy was reported to me by 
Major Waddell, who, at the same time, suggested the propriety of send- 
ing forward the men of the regiment who were armed with long-range 
guns to fire on the enemy's party engaged in planting this battery. 
At once I adopted the suggestion. These men, numbering, I think, 
not more than thirty, immediately took such positions in front as they 
could find, from which the enemy's party was visible, and, at about 
four or five hundred yar Is, opened fire on it Just at this time Col- 
qnel Holmes, with the second, came up, he having received the direc- 
tions he halted for from General Jones, and I ordered those of his 
men who were armed with longe-range guns, about ten or twelve, to 
join the others so armed. The enemy withstood the fire from these 
guns with much obstinacy, the .position being evidently one of the 
very highest value to him. Finally, however, he gave up the attempt 
to establish the battery and carried off his guns. But in a short time 
the attempt was renewed. This time it was soon abandoned, under 
our'^tinging fire. 

I beg leave to say that, if this battery hnd been once established, 
the effect would have been to give the enemy complete command of 
both sides of the gap and a great distance into it, and also of the part 
of the mountain On which cur two regiments were posted. It is ob- 
.vious that from positions such as these he could not have been driven, 
except at a great cost of one of two things — time or blood — neither 
of which did the state of affairs then existing admit of paying. 

The second Georgia wa3 ordered by me to take post on the right of 
the twentieth and throw out pickets as far to the front as^ possible. 
This order was admirably executed by Lieutenant Colonel 'Holmes, 
who posted each picket himself, in person, and far down the mountain 
side. The two regiments were small, the second very small, and, >vhen 
stretched to the utmost, they were far from being long enough to oc- 
cupy the line required by the ground, and thereiore tho right flmk 
was still without protection. I directed Colonel Holmes to recon- 
noitre the ground in his front as far forward as he could, and, if he 
found the way clear, to advance his pickets as skirmishers out of the 
w r ood into an open ravine behind the house at the foot of the moun- 
tain, the ravine being perpendicular to the mountain and running far 
enough into the field for its mouth to be nearly or quite opposite tho 
left flank of the enemy's battery. In about a half an hour, he had 
made the reconnoissance and had got his skirmishers into the ravine. 

I then directed him to place his regiment where the skirmishers 
were, and to send these beyond the house to the crest of the ravine 
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ridge, from which crest the enemy were visible, and then to post his 
regiment in line behind them and near them. All these orders were 
executed by him with great promptness and judgment. After giving 
him these orders, I put the twentieth in motion. to connect with him 
on his left. This movement was completed at about sunset. Thu^ 
the two regiments had swung around s.o that their right was now on 
the flank of the enemy. Soon after the new line of pickets showed 
thejr heads on* the crest of the Sinking ridge in, the field, the enemy 
ceased firing and moved to his rear with his whole force. The two 
regiments remained in their lasWposition, without any change, until 
after night, as I had received an order, while they were taking up that 
position, from General Jones to support General Drayton in an at- 
tack which he was about to make on the enemy from the front. The 
retreat of the enemy prevented that attack from being made. 

The conduct of both officers and men was everything that could be 
desired, and to particularize any of either would, I aim >st fear, be 
doing injustice to the rest. I will, however, venture to say that the 
conduct (f Lieutenant Colonel Holmes, Major Waddell, Captain 
beago, second in command of the twentieth, and Lieutenant Thomas, 
commanding its skirmishers*, especially of Colonel Holmes, repeatedly 
attracted my admiration. 

The two other regiments, the fifteenth and seventeenth, ceased to 
be under csy immediate command after I was ordered to seize and hold 
the mountain. 1 am certain, however, from trustworthy information, 
that thoy well performed the part assigned them, which was to remain 
passive in their place, in the gorge, whilst the action was going on in 
front. They did so. This plar«e was much exposed to. the sheila of 
the enemy, from which they suffered considerably. 

I am, Major, your obedient servant, 

HENRY L. BENNING, 
Colo?iel Seventeenth Georgia, commanding Toombs' Brigade, 

N. B. — Thoroughfare and Manassas are put in a single report for 
the twentieth Georgia by Major Waddell, who commanded the regi- 
ment. That report accompanies my Manassas report. 

HENRY L. BENNING, 
Colcnet commanding Brigade. 
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Headquarters Toombs' Brigade, ) 
Camp near Winchester, October 8, ISC 2. > • 

Major Coward, A. A. G.: 

Major : Of the part borne in the second battle of Manassas, on the 
30th of August last, by this brigade, which, in the compulsory absence 
of General Toombs until late in the battle, I carried into action, I 
respectfully subrait to you the following report: 

At about four o'clock, P. ML, of the 30th of August, in obedience to 
the order of General D. R. Junes, I put the brigade in line of battle, 
with its right resting on the road from Gainesville to Manassas, and 
its left towards the right of General Kemper's command. Shortly 
afterwards I was ordered by General Jones to advance in line of 
battle, keeping jny distance from General Kemper. I ordered the 
brigade accordingly to advance, which it did for a mile and a half or 
two miles, when it encountered the enemy's infantry. This advance 
was through fields, and for a great part of the wa*y under the shell of 
the enemy's artillery. "When the line reached the Chinn house, its 
position was such that the twentieth Georgia regiment had to go to 
the left of that house, and the other regiments, the second Georgia, 
the fifteenth Georgia and the seventeenth Georgia, to its right. Tbis 
caused a wide separation of the twentieth from them. As the twen- 
tieth was passing the Bouse, some officers of other commands met 
them, crying " come this way ; your aid is needed ; the enemy are close 
by. 55 This drew rao to the twentieth, and, when the regiment passe 1 
the house, I discovered the enemy a few hundred yaids distant, 
almost in our front, but a little to our^left, in a pine thicket. To 
that thicket 1 carried fhe regiment, and, on reaching it, ordered them 
to charge it. The pines were found to be very dense, and some of 
them of large size for a second growth. The regiment obeyed the 
order with alacrity, and advanced with as much ahcrity as the thicket 
would admit of, receiving a heavy fire from the enemy, and returning 
it without halting. The thicket proved to be one of considerable 
length, with its left resting on the dry bed of a small stream or 
branch. The eg.emy fell back as we advanced, until we reached its 
lower e*id. There we obtained a good view of them, and saw them 
running in complete rout, a huddled m iss. From their appearance, 
there must have been several regiments of them. They soon got out 
of bight by the speed they made under the fire in their rear. But on 
emerging into the open ground, we also discovered a battery on the 
opposite side of the dry branch to which I have referred, and not 
more than four hundred yards off, which, the thicket being then 
clear of its own troops, opened its whole fire on us. I reflected a 
moment on what was best" to be done. It appeared to me that to stay 
where we were was certain destruction ; to retreat would be exposing 
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ourselves for a long distance to the enemy's shells, and mi^ht havo 
other worse effects. I thought that upon the whole it was petter to 
try to take the battery, especially as I could not see any infantry 
support near it. I determined to make theattempt, and accordingly 
gave the order to charge the battery.- This order was obeyed with 
a shout, and on the regiment went, at a run. At about fifty or sixty 
yards from the front of the battery the level branch bottom termi- 
nated, and the ascent of the hill on which the battery was placed 
commenced. The ascent, for a short distance, was rather steep, and 
then was considerably less so up to the guns, so that men lying down 
at the foot of the hill would be protected, by the intsrvening little 
crest, from the battery's fire. When the regiment reached the foot of 
the hill I ordered them to halt and lie down, to recover their breath a 
little. This they did. In about five minutes, during which a terrific 
storm of missiles was passing just over their heads, I ordered them to 
rise and take the battery. They rose at the word, and quickly ad- 
vance^ up the hill and beyond the crest, and some of them almost up 
to the guns. Whilst, however, we had been resling at the foot of the 
hill the enemy had not been icjle. They had got several pieces into 
position on our right flank, at a short distance from us, and with 
these they also opened upon us, thus subjecting us to a fire both in 
front and flank. This was not all. Heavy infantry supports, though 
not to be seen when the charge was ordered at the thicket, had now 
become visible, in close proximity to the battery in our front. No 
supports to us were anywhere in sight. Under these circumstances, I 
thought it would be madness to let the regiment go on ; that if they 
took the battery they would not be able to hold it, and therefore 
would, after taking it, either have to retreat or .all be captured or 
exterminated. I preferred to fall back at once, although some of the 
men were almost up to the guns. I accordingly gave the order to 
fall back. And then the regiment, in tolerable order, fell back about 
two hundred yards, under a terrific fire from both of the batteries and 
from the infantry supports. When it came to the dry bed of the 
branch already mentioned, then I halted it, and ordered the men to 
lie down in the bed of the branch, and thus get as much protection 
from the enemy's fire as possible, and at the same time be in a position 
from which they could return that fire with some effect. • This they 
did. ^ f 

Whilst the regiment was charging through the pine thicket, and 
when it had gotten about half way through it, I discovered, close to 
our left, near the edge of the thicket, by the branch, two or three 
of the enemy's pieces of artillery, completely abandoned. When or 
why these were abandoned I do k not know. But it is certain that, 
abandoned at whatever time and for whatever cause they might be, 
they were not captured guns as long as the large pine thicket closo 
by them was full of the enemy's infantry to guard and protect them. 
These guns, therefore, I respectfully submit, the twentieth Georgia is 
entitled to the credit of taking. After disposing of the regiment as 
aforesaid ia the bed of the branch, I thought it was time for me to 
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leave it and seek the other regiments of the brigade and give them 
my services. 

I accordingly left the twentieth, and was with it no more during 
the battle. It will be seen, however, from the report of Major Wad- 
dell, who commanded the regiment, that it continued to fight to th3 
last, and not without effect. 

I cannot close this notice of the part token by the twentieth in the 
battle without asking leave to bestow the tiibuteof my warmest admi- 
ration upon the conduct of both officers* and men. It was really 
brilliant; and the name of every officer and of every man deserves to 
be known, but I have room only for the officers. They are : Major 
J. D. Waddell, commanding regiment; Captain E. M. Seago, second 
in command; Lieutenant W. N. HuchinR, acting adjutant; company, 
A, Captain A. B. Ross and Lieutenant W. W. Srmieal ; company B, 
Captain Mitchell; Lieutenant J. M. u ranberry, wounded ; company 

C, Captain W. Y. Dearry, wounded, Lieutenant Robert Jordan and 
Lieutenant J. H. Spier, killed; company D, Capt&in S. W. Blance, 
Lieutenant J. L. Carter and Lieutenant J. S. Hammock, wounded ; 
company K, Lieutenant George F. Adams and Lieutenant L. W. 
Davis; company E, Captain II. D. Little and Lieutenant J. A. Mad- 
don ; company L, Lieutenants G. S. Ttiomas, \V. L. Abbott and J. 
R. Richards; company G, Lieutenant T. S. Fontaine, wounded; 
company H, Lieutenant T. C. Huebreath, killed ; company I, Cap- 
tain C. B. Mines ; Lieutenant J. T. Scott, wounded. 

The loss of the regiment was heavy. The killed were twenty-two, 
the wounded one hundred and seven, knd the missing six, exclusive 
of officers. The number carried into action was, exclusive of officers, 
only three hundred and thiity-five; and of these, nearly one-third 
were bare-footed, without a piece of leather to their feet. After leav- 
ing the twentieth, I went to seek the other three regiments. On 
passing from the pine thicket into the large field in which they com- 
menced the fight, no troops, except a few small parties, were visible. 
After some enquiry, I was told by a man, who seemed well informed, 
that the regiments had gone down on the right, to support Stuart's 
cavalry in pursuit of the enemy. I galloped in that direction for 
about a mile and a half, as I thought, when I came, in sight of the 
cavalry, and saw that no infantry wis near it. I then returned; and 
soon after reaching the same field, I observed a brigade approaching, 
led by a gerftral. To him I advanced, and found him to be General 

D. R. Jones, accom.panied by General Drayton. They were bringing 
General Drayton's brigade into action. General Jones informed me 
that the three regiments were then under the immediate command of 
General Toombs, who had shortly before, that time reached the field. 
I also learned that they were not then engaged in the action, and 

'would not be again ; that after a long and hot fight, with heavy loss 
to the seventeenth, they had been ordered back a little, to be replaced 
by fresh troops. I concluded, then, that instead of going to the seven- 
teenth, which alone was, by the recent arrival of General Toombs, 
left me to command, 1 would report to General Kemper, and ask him 
to let me serve him as an aid. I did so, and he kindly accepted my 
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offer, and I remained with him until the battle was over and he left the 
field. 

It will have been perceived that it was impossible for me to have 
any personal knowledge of the part taken by these three regiments 
in the action, as I was not with them. I learned, however, from the 
best sources, that their conduct was excellent — in a high degree pro- 
motive of' the general happy result on the right, and in the highest 
degree creditable to themselves. The loss of the seventeenth was 
very heavy, it being one hundred and one, out of not more than two 
hundred carried into action. Major Pickett, who commanded the 
regiment, fell late in the fight, desperately wounded by a ball through 
the breast. Hardly had Captain Jones, the next in rank, assumed 
the command before he was killed by a ball through the temple. The 
second regiment was commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Holmes, and 
the fifteenth by Colonel Williean. Both ofthese gallant ^officers have 
since been killed in Rattle. They fell at Sharpsburg. Major Pick- 
ett's wound has kept him from every kind of duty. The consequence 
is that we have now, for reports of the conduct of these three regi- 
ments, to depend on officers, none of whom, except Captain French, 
was in command during the action, and he but for a short time, near its 
close. It is to be expected, therefore, that the regimental reports 
must be less full and perfect than they would have been but for those 
casualties. I beg, however, to invite your particular attention to 
them, as they fill a vacuum in my own report. They are the reports 
of Captain Lewis, for the second Georgia ; that of Major Shannon, for 
the fifteenth Georgia, and that of Captain French, for the seventeenth 
Georgia. It only remains for me to bring to your notice the conduct 
of the second company of Washington Artillery, commanded by that 
ever-ready and excellent young officer, Captain Richardson. And in 
respect to its conduct I must^efer you wholly to the report of Cap- 
tain Richardson himself, for I was, during the whole battle, so other- 
wise engaged that I could not witness its acting. That action was, 
however, from all that I hear, admirable. 

I am, Major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

♦ HENRY L. BENNING, 
Colonel commanding Toombs' brigade. 
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time, from the right, with ,the second Mississippi. While in thi? 
position, the enemy advanced on the right of the house, but was 
repulsed by a well directed and destructive fire from the sixth North 
Carolina and fourth Alabama. The eleventh Mississippi not coming 
up, I united the sixth North Carolina and fourth Alabama with the 
second Mississippi, and moved .upon the battery, which, 'taking time 
by the forelock, escaped when the infantry was beaten. The enemy's 
wounded and a few prisoners were left in our hands. I continued 
the advance beyond Dogan's house, driving the enemy backward until 
after dark, when, by General Longstreet's order, I halted* for the night. 
At daylight on the 31st nothing was to be seen of the enemy, except 
evidences of a precipitate retreat. 

A mistake in the delivery of my order to the eleventh Mississippi 
regiment, to advance on the left of the Warrenton turnpike, caused 
it to move to the right, near Chinn's house, and, by this means, it was 
detached from tbe rest of my command. It advanced with the troops 
in that part of the field, fighting gallantly and incurring heavy loss, 
and at night rested on our most advanced line. Captain Reilly'e 
battery was detached from the brigade, and, together with the other 
batteries of the division, was placed under command of Major Frobel, 
chief of artillery of the division. Following closely after the infantry, 
the batteries contributed their full share to the success of the day. 

In both actions the conduct of <he troops was admirable. On the 
SOth their manoeuvres, under severe fire, were characterized by the 
promptness and precision of veterans — no disorganization orconfusioL 
occurring while in action. This was due, in a great measure, to the 
efficiency of my field and staff officers. Colonel Liddell, of the 
eleventh, and Colonel Stone, of the second Mississippi, Lieutenant 
Colonel McLemore, fourth Alabama, and Major Webb, sixth North 
Carolina, commanding regiments, handled their men with consummate 
ability. The officers of my personal staff, Lieutenants Terrell and 
Cussons, rendered the most valuable service, discharging every duty 
faithfully and gallantly. Lieutenant Cussons was captured by the 
enemy while on a reconnoissance in front of the lines. Privates 
Smith, fourth Alabama, and Sharpe, Hampton legion^acting as offi- 
cers, also contributed valuable assistance. 

The following is a recapitulation of the loss in the several regiments 
composing the brigade, as shown by the accompanying lists of casual* 



ties: 

Killed. Wounded, 

fourth Alabama, . 19 44 

Eleventh Mississippi, 9 69 

Sixth North Carolina, 6 64 

Second Mississippi, 22 87 

56 264 



I am, Captain, very regretfully, 

E. M. LAW, 
Colonel commanding Third Brigade, 
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BURG. 



Headquarters Third Brigade, ) 

October 2, 1862. J 
# 

Captain W. H. Sellers, 

Assistant Adjutant General : • 

Sir : I have the honor to report the part taken by my command in 
the engagements at Sharpsburg, Maryland, on the 16th and 17th of 
September : 

When the army arrived at the heights, on the south side of An- 
tietam river, on the morning of the 15th, I was ordered to take position 
about one mile from Sharpsburg, on the Hagerstown turnpike. The 
right of my brigade rested at St. Mumma's church, and the line ex- 
tended aloDg the turnpike, in the edge of a wood which # bordered it 
on the south-west. Across the road (on the northeast) was an open 
field, a quarter of a mile in width, extdiding along the whole front of 
the line and beyond it about six hundred yards. This open space 
was bounded on the northeast (to my front) and northwest (to my 
left) by woods, an opening being at the north corner. 

Late in the afternoon of the 16th, the enemy's skirmishers advanced 
into the wood in front of my position. They were held in check by • 
my riflemen and the Texas skirmishers. In the meantime, I was or- 
dered by General Hood, commanding the division, to move forward 
and occupy the edge of the wood in which the skirmishing was going 
on. This was quickly accomplished, and the enemy was driven at 
dark to the further side of thfe wood towards the Antietam. My 
brigade was relieved during the night and moved, with the rest of 
General Hood's command, to tht wood in rear of St. Mumma'a 
church. # 

Soon after daylight, on the 17th, the attack of the enemy com- 
menced.' The battle had lasted about an hour and a half, when I was 
ordered to move forward into the open field across the turnpike. On 
reaching the road, I found but few of our troops on the field and these 
seemed to be in much confusion, but still opposing the advance of the 
enemy's dense masses with determination. Throwing the brigade at 
once into line of battle, facing northward, I gave the order to ad- 
vance. The Texas brigade, Colonel Wofford, had, in the meantime, 
come into line N on my left, and the two brigades now moved forward 
together. The enemy, who had by this time advanced half way across 
the field and had planted a heavy battery at the north end of it, be- 
gan to give way before us, though in vastly superior force. The fifth 
Texas regiment, which had been sent over to my right, and the fourth 
Alabama, pushed into the wood in which the skirmishing bad taken 
place the evening previous, and drove the enemy through and beyond 
it. The other regiments of my command continued steadily to ad- 
vance in the open ground, driving the enemy, in confusion, from and 
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OF MANASSAS. 

Headquarters Third Brigade, September 10, 1862. 

Captain W. H. Sellers, 

Assistant Adjutant General ': * 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the partici- 
pation of the brigade under my command in the action of Friday and 
Saturday, 29th and 30th August: 

Leaving Thoroughfare Gap at sunrise, on the 29th, the brigade 
marched in the direction of Manassas Junction. At Gainesville, on 
the Warrenton turnpike, the line of march changed abruptly to the 
left, along the turnpike, in the direction of Centreville. On arriving 
about midway between Gainesville and the stone house, which is sit- 
uated at the junction of the turnpike and the Sudley ford road, I was 
ordered by Brigadier General Hood, commanding the division, to form 
the. brigade in line of battle to the left of the turnpike and almost at 
right angles with it, the right resting on the road and the left con- 
necting with General Jackson's line. The Texas brigade had been 
previously formed on the right of the road, its left joining my right. 
With a strong line of riflemen in front, which drove the enemy's 
skirmishers as it advanced, the brigade moved forward, accompanied 
by Generals Longstreet and Hood, until it reached a commanding 
position in front of the enemy, about three-fourths of a mile 
from Dogan's house, which seemed to be the centre of his position. 
At this point, a severe artillery fire was opened by the enemy's bat- 
teiies. A halt was ordered, and the t^Qps remained in position until 
our artillery coujd be brought forward. Our batteries took position 
on a ridge to my left and rear, and opened fire with marked effect upon 
the enemy. 

The fire of the artillery and skirmishers continued, almost without 
intermission, until near four o'clock, P. M. v when heavy musketry 
on my left announced an attack of the enemy on General Jackson's 
position Soon after this attack commenced, a brigade of General 
Jackson's command moved out of the wood on my left, drove the 
enemy from his position on the bridge, to the left of the hamlet of 
Groveton, and captured a piece of artillery posted there. I imme- 
diately moved my line forward as far as Groveton, where it was halted 
on a line with the troops to my left. • • 

At about six o'clock, a Federal battery, supported by a large body 
of infantry and some cavalry, was advanced along the turnpike to 
within four hundred yards of our position. The guns had scarcely 
unlimbered, when I v, as ordered by General Hood to charge. Moving 
rapidly forward, the brigade came first under fire of the battery, then 
in range of the enemy's infantry. Delivering volley after volley, my 
men continued a rapid and uninterrupted advance upon the battery 
and its supports. As^ hey approached the guns, three of them were 
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limbered up and carried off at a run, along the turnpike. One 
remained, and continued to fire until my men were so near it as to 
have their faces burnt by its discharges. Without faltering, they 
pressed forward and the piece was taken. At this point, a flanking fire 
was opened upon my right by a body of the enemy, which was 
advancing on the opposite side of the road and passing to my right 
and rear. I at once formed a portion of the second Mississippi regi- 
ment along the road and at right angles to the* line of advance, and 
returned the fire with effect, the enemy breaking and retiring. 
The second Mississippi now pressed forward beyond the road, and, 
together with the Texas brigade on the right, cleared the field of the 
enemy. Meantime, on the left, my other regiments, fourth Alabama, 
eleventh Mississippi and sixth North Carolina, reinforced by the 
twenty-third South Carolina, were advancing and driving the enemy, 
before them. The advance was continued until darkness prevented 
further operations. I ordered a halt, and established my'line across 
the turnpike, half a mile from the position whence the advance began. 
A charge of cavalry on the road and an infantry attack on the 
extreme left were made after dark. Both were easily repulsed. 

The opposing force of the enemy, as I learned from captured offi- 
cers, consisted of General King's division, of four brigades, and a 
battery of howitzers. One piece was captured and about one hundred 
prisoners. Among the prisoners were Captain Judson, assistant ad- . 
jutant general to General Hatch, and Captain Garish, of the battery. 

During the night of the 20th, under orders from General Hood, I 
resumed the position to the rear of Groveton, which I had occupied 
in the morning. At daylight on the 30th, the enemy advanced a 
heavy line of skirmishers towards this point. These were met by my 
riflemen and those from the Texas brigade, and sharp skirmishing 
continued until about three o'clock in the afternoon, when the main 
attack of the enemy began. This attack, which was made by General 
MorrelPs Federal division on General Jackson's right, in full view of 
my position, was no sooner repulsed than the whole line was ordered 
forward, and my brigade advanced to Groveton, in support of a bat- 
tery wfiich waij placed at that point. Here it remained for half an 
hour or more, under a terrific fire of artillery, when I received orders 
from General Hood to move across the turnpike to the left of the 
Texas brigade.- On reaching an eminence a few hundred yards to 
the right of the road, which commanded a view of the field, I per* 
ceived large numbers of our troops pressing in to the right, towards 
the Blackburn ford road. Unable to* distinguish the locality of the 
Texas brigade, and seeing that the enemy was pushing a heavy forct 
into the ravine and pine thickets directly in front of me and just 
below Dogan's house, apparently for the purpose of securing their 
formidable battery posted there, I carried forward three regiments to 
that point. Placing the sixth North Carolina and fourth Alabama in 
•the pines, and the second Mississippi on their left and at the foot of* 
the hill on which the house^s situated, I waited a short time for the 
eleventh Mississippi, which had been directed to move upon the bat- 
tery from the left of the turnpike, intending to attack at the same- 
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beyond his guns. So far we had been entirely successful, and every- 
thing pronlised a decisive victory. It is true that strong suppcrt*was 
needed to follow up our success, but this I expected every moment. 
At this stage of the battle, a powerful Federal force (ten times our 
number) of fresh troops was thrown* in our front. Our losses up to 
this time had been very heavy; the troops now confronting the 
enemy were insufficient to cover properly # one-fourth of the line of 
battle ; our ammunition was expended ; the men had been fighting 
long and desperately, and.were exhausted from want of food and rest. 
Still they held their ground, many of them using such ammunition as 
they could obtain from the bodies of our own and the enemy's dead 
and wounded. It was evident that this state of affairs could not long 
continue. No support was at hand. To remain stationary, or advance 
without it, would have caused a useless butchery, and I adopted the 
only alternative, that of falling back to the wood from which I had first 
advanced. . The enemy followed very slowly and cautiously. Under 
direction of General Hood, I reformed my brigade in the rear of St. 
Mumma's chyrch % and together with the Texas brigade, which had 
v also retired, again confronted the enemy, who seemed to hesitate to 
enter the wood. During this delay, reinforcements arrived and the 
brigade was relieved for the purpose of obtaining ammunition. At* 
one o'clock, P. M., having been supplied with ammunition, I was 
again ordered to the field, and took position in the wood near the 
church. Here the brigade remained, under an incessant cannonade, 
•until near night-fall, when it was moved half a mile nearer the town 
of Sharpsburg, where it lay during the night and the following day. 

The good conduct of my brigade in this battle has not been sur- 
passed by it in any previous engagement. Weak and exhausted as 
they were, and fighting against fearful odds, the troops accomplished 
and endured all that was within the limits of human capacity. Our 
loss, in proportion to the numbers engaged, was extremely heavy. 
The officers suffered severely. Colonel Liddell, the gallant and be- 
loved commander *of the fourth Mississippi regiment, fell mortally 
wounded ; Lieutenant Colonel Butler, of the same regiment, received 
a painful wound, and Major Evans was killed. • Colonel Stcne, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Humphries and Major Blair, of the second Mississippi, 
were all wounded, while leading that distinguished regiment in the 
charge. Major Webb, commanding sixth North Carolina, Captain 
Tate, an acting field officer of the same, and Captain Scruggs, com* 
manding fourth Alabama, received wounds while gallantly discharging 
their duty. The members of my staff, Lieutenant Terrell, A. A. G., 
Captain Kirkman, Lieutenant Law, of the Cita'del Academy, and 
private Smith, fourth Alabama, as usual, performed every duty bravely 
and efficiently. * ' 

I enclose list of casualties. 

I am, Captain, very respectfully, 

E. M. LAW, 
Colonel commanding Brigade. 



REPORT OF COLONEL J. WALKER, COMMANDING JEN- 
KINS' BRIGADE, OF BATTLE OF BOONSBORO\ 



• Headquarters J enkins' Brigade, ) 

Camp near •Winchester, Oct. 24, 1862. ) 

Colonel Robert Johnson: 

Sir : The division of General D. R. Jones having, by a forced march* 
from Hagerstown, reached Boonsboro', Maryland, near South Moun- 
tain, about four o'clock on Sunday evening, September 14oh, was im- 
mediately thrown forward to the support of the troops engaged with 
the enemy on the mountain. Passing through Boonsboro' and cross- 
ing a branch, this brigade, in conjunction with General Garaett's, 
marched by the right flank to a church, some mile and a half to the 
right and south of the turnpike, and then filed^off to the left, about 
one mile, to the foot of the mountain. About the time we reached 
that position, the firing havings pretty well ceased, the two brigades 
about-faced, marched back within half a mile of the turnpike and 
filed off to the right, and formed in line* of battle midway up the 
mountain, with General Garnett's brigade on my left. Having 
thrown put skirmishers preparatory to an advance", I was ordered by 
General Jones to move the brigade along the mountain to the White 
House hotel, on the turnpike, at the summit of the pass. Upop reach- 
ing the hotel, I posted the brigade a little in advance of it and, to the 
left of the turnpike. Some ten minutes afterwards, by order of Gen- 
eral Jones, I moved the brigade further up the mountain and obiquely- 
to the right, in the direction of Middleburg, and formed it into line 
of battle at the foot of the hill, where a fierce fight was raging. The 
first regiment South Carolina volunteers, Lieutenant Colonel D. Liv- 
ingston ; the sixth regiment South Carolina volunteers, Lieutenant 
Colonel J. M. Steadman, and the fifth regiment South Carolina vol- 
unteers, Captain T. C. Beckham commanding, were advanced some 
two hundred yards to the front, behind a stone fence, where they en- 
gaged in a desultory fire with the enemy until dark, when the brig- 
ade was withdrawn to the hotel. Orderet by General Jones to cover 
the withdrawal of the troops from this portion of the field, I advanced 
the second rifle regiment South Carolina volunteers some Jttfcnce 
down the turnpike, towards Middleburg, and threw out a heav/forcf 1 
of skirmishers. This position was held by the brigade until about 
four o'clock, A. M., 15th September, when it was relieved by thecav- 
alry'brigade of General Fitzhugh Lee, and rejoined the command of 
General Jones at Sharpsburg. 

Although but partially engaged, I commend the conduct of the offi- 
cers and privates of the brigade, with* but one exception, which is as 
mortifying to the feelings of a Carolinian, as it is unworthy of 
the flag they bear and the cause which they represent. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Livingston, of the first regiment South Carolina vol- 
unteers, reports that company A did not enter the fight, shamefully 
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deserting the regiment while marching through the gap. Why 
charges have not been preferred against officers and privates for cow- 
ardice, has not been explained. # 
In this action the losy of the brigade was as follows : 

Regiments. Killed. 4 Wounded. 



Palmetto Sharpshooters, 0 £ 

First regiment S. Carolina volunteers, 4 15 

Second regiment rifles S. Carolina vols., 0 1 

Fourth battalion, . 0 0 

Fifth regiment S. Carolina volunteers, 0 6 

Sixth * " <* « 2 5 

Total, 3 2!) 



Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH WALKER, 
Colonel commanding Jenkins' Brigadt. 



REPORT OF COLONEL WALKER, COMMANDING JENKINS* 
BRIGADE, OF BATTLE OF SHARPSBURG. 



Headquarters Jenkins' Brigade, ) 
Camp near Winchester, Virginia, October 24, 1862. ) 

Colonel Robert Johnson: 

Sir: By a rapid march from Boonsboro', this brigade reached 
Sharpsburg, Maryland, about eleven o'clock, A. M., on the 15th of 
September, and took position, in line of battle, on an eminence in 
front of the town and to the right of the turnpike. By order of 
General Jones, it moved, late in the evening, across a ravine, to the 
right, with Kemper's Garnett's and Drayton's brigades, where it re- 
mained, under a heavy fire of shot and shell, until three o'clock in 
the evening of the 17th, when it moved back, by order of General 
Jones, and occupied its first position, in support of Captain Moody's 
battery and a company of the Washington artillery, Captain Squiers, 
both from Louisiana. Here the brigade endured a terrific fire of shot 
and shell for some half hour, when, the ammunition of the artillery 
having been exhausted, it advanced some four hundred yards to an 
apple orchard, under a heavy fire of artillery and small arms. Per- 
ceiving the enemy in force in several positions, from any of which 
we were assailable, I threw out the first, fifth and sixth regiments of 
South Carolina volunteers to oppose him on the left, and the Pal- 
metto sharpshooters and the second regiment rifles, South Carolina 
volunteers, to meet him in the centre and on the right. From this 
position we continued to pour a destructive fire into the ranks of the 
enemy, at short range, until he recoiled and retreated out of sight 
among the timber on Antietam creek. 

At this juncture, perceiving that the enemy had advanced three 
heavy columns some four hundred yards in rear of the brigade and 
to the right, across a ravine leading up from the creek, and was 
steadily driving back the brigades of Generals Kemper and Drayton, 
I moved this brigade into line parallel with the turnpike and ravine, 
and near to the latter, and opened a destructive enfilade fire upon the 
enemy, which assisted materially in driving back his columns. 

Changing the front of the brigade again tQwards Antietam creek, 
and at right angles to the turnpike and ravine, I threw forward a line 
of skirmishers to a fence, near to the timber on the creek, and 
bivouacked for the night. This position the brigade, alone and un- 
supported, held during the 18th, burying the dead and caring for the 
wounded — the skirmishers, in the meanwhile, keeping up a brisk fire 
upon the enemy. Just after dark on the 18th, I received orders from 
General D. R. Jones to cover the retreat of his division. Strength- 
ening my lino of pickets and extending it further to the right and 
left, I held the position until nearly daylight on the morning of the 
19th of September, when I was relieved by the cavalry brigade of 
General Fitzhugh Lee, and withdrew the brigade across the Potomac, 
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effecting the passage a little after sunrise, in perfect safety. The loss 
of the brigade in killed and wounded was heavy, in view of the num- 
ber carried into action, and was as follows : 

Palmetto Sharpshooters, - - - 
First regiment South Carolina volunteers, 
Second regiment rifles, S. Carolina vols., • 
Fifth regiment South Carolina volunteers, 
Sixth regiment South Carolina volunteers, 
Fourth battalion South Carolina volunteers, 

Total, - 

In this action Captains Lee and Harbin, of the Palmetto Sharp- 
shooters, were killed. They were brave and promising officers. 
Lieutenant Colonel Livingston, of the first regiment; Captain Can- 
try, commanding sixth regiment; Lieutenant McFadden, of the 
sixth; and Lieutenant W. N\ Majors and Lieutenant II. II. Thomson, 
of the Palmetto Sharpshooters, were seriously wounded. I commend 
to your favorable notice Captains Squiers and Moody, who handled 
their guns with a skill,* daring and endurance, seldom equalled and 
never surpassed. The officers and men of the several regiments are 
worthy of the highest praise for their coolness and daring in battle, 
and their patient endurance of hunger and fatigue. I regret, how- 
ever, to be called again to refer to the conduct of a large portion of 
the officers and privates of the first regiment South Carolina volun- 
teers, in this battle, in terms of censure. The commanding officer 
reports that the regiment entered the fight with one hundred and six 
men, rank and file, lost forty men killed and wounded, and at the 
close of the day but fifteen enlisted men and one commissioned officer 
answered to their names. Such officers are a disgrace to the service 
and unworthy to wear a. sword, for I must believe that their desertion 
of their companies alone induced such conduct upon the part of their 
privates. If such conduct is not checked by exemplary punishment, 
the efficiency of the regiment will be destroyed. 

I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH WALKER, 
Colonel commanding Jenkins* Brigade. 



Killed. " Wounded. 

8 57 

4 36 

4 17 

6 27 

4 47 



26 184 




REPORT OF COLONEL G. T. ANDERSON, COMMANDING 

BRIGADE. 



Headq'rs Anderson's Brigade, D. R. Jones' Division, ) 

September 30th, 1862. J 

Major A. Coward, A, A. General : 

Sir : I have the honor to forward a report of the actions of my 
brigade in the affairs at Rappahannock, 23d August, Thoroughfare 
Gap, August 23th ; Manassas, August 30th ; Turner's Gap, Maryland, 
September 14th, and Sharpsburg, September 17th, 1862, with the list 
of casualties in each engagement : 

On the morning of August 23d, I was ordered to support Brigadier 
General Evans, on the right of our line, our batteries at that time en- 
gaging the enemy, who had planted a battery on the hill, near the 
railroad bridge across the Rappahannock river. I -moved my 
command forward promptly, and reported to General Evans. He first 
ordered me to advance one regiment, in conjunction with one of his, 
to storm the hill occupied by the enemy's battery. Before the order 
was executed, he ordered me to advance my whole brigade in line of 
battle to the west of a wooded slope, in front and to the right of 
this hill. On reaching this position, he ordered me to continue to 
advance, through the open field, towards the hill referred to. The 
enemy, in the meantime, had withdrawn their battery and crossed the 
river. On reaching the open field, I saw, in rear of this hill, about 
one hundred of the enemy, moving by their left flank, and supposed 
I would have the pleasure of an open field fight, but this small party 
was all of the enemy I saw on our side of the river, and, long before 
we were in range of them, they disappeared, and in a few moments 
the railroad bridge was blown up and set on fire. Continuing to ad- 
vance across the open field for nearly half a mile under the fire of 
four batteries, I placed my brigade in line on the field, my left regi- 
ment (the eighth Georgia, Lieutenant Colonel Towers, commanding) 
and the Holcombe legion, of Evans' brigade, occupying the hill where 
the battery of the enemy had been posted. We remained in this po- 
sition, my right extending across the open field, for at least five hours, 
under heavy fire' of shell, grape and canister ; the officers and men 
behaving in the most gallant manner. My own horse was killed near » 
to the position the enemy had occupied on the hill. Continuing our 
march, we reached Thoroughfare Gap August 2Sth. My brigade was 
in front. I ordered Colonel Beck, with his regiment, (ninth Georgia,) 
in advance, and to send forward two companies as skirmishers. Mov- 
ing in this order, the brigade was halted,, by order of General Long- 
street, some half mile from the gap, and Colonel Beck ordered to pro- 
ceed through the gap on a reconnoissance. Proceeding cautiously, 
he drove a mounted picket before him, killing three of them, and 
cleared the pass, moving some quarter of a mile beyond, and held his 
position until attacked and driven back by a whole brigade and a bat- 
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tery. The brigade was ordered forward, and, moving rapidly to the 
front, I found Colonel Beck falling back very slowly before the large 
force of the enemy, and caused him to form his regiment on the right 
of the railroad, and formed the other regiments on the left as fast a3 
they came up, in the following order : The first Georgia regulars, 
Major Walker commanding ; eighth Georgia, ' Lieutenant Colonel 
Towers ; seventh Georgia, Colonel Wilsoji, and eleventh Georgia, 
Lieut. Colonel Luffman. Having thus formed my line and advanced 
my skirmishers to the front, I ordered the line to advance, which 
was done in the most gallant manner, the men climbing the rough 
mountain sides on their hands and knees, to reach the ^nerny occu- 
pying the crest of the hill, and delivering a murderous fire in their 
faces as they made the perilous ascent. From the nature of the 
ground, and the impenetrable thickets of laurel and brush, none of 
the regiments except the first Georgia, obtained a favorable position ; 
but the regulars succeeded in getting a good position, and inflicted a 
very severe chastisement on the superior force of the enemy. Cap- 
tain Patton brought down five with his pistol, killing three of them' 
The regulars, in this affair, officers and men, behaved with distin- 
guished gallantry, as they have on every occasion in which they have 
met the enemy, and I only regret that our army is not composed of 
just such men. 

On the 29th of August, we bivouacked in the vicinity of the Ma- 
nassas battle-ground, but were not engaged during that day. 

On the 30th, I was ordered to advance in line of battle, near the Chinn 
house, and moving in this direction, Lieutenant C. C. Hardvvick, A. 
A. A. General, a noble and gallant officer, was severely wounded in the 
thigh, and 'compelled to leave the field. In a few moments my horse 
was shot under me, leaving me on foot and without an aid. Arriving 
in front of the Chinn house and perpendicular to it, I found that I 
must change my front, which I did, making the left the pivot, and then 
continued my advance, by order of Brigadier General* Jones, com- 
manding division. I soon marched to the position to which I was or- 
dered, to the right of Colonel Benning, commanding Toombs' brig- 
ade. The men were now in front of the enemy and under a heavy 
fire of artillery ; but with all the coolness of veterans they went to 
work, and soon drove the brigade in front of them, from the field. A 
fresh brigade was soon brought up, and the fight resumed with all its 
intensity ; but the men and officers stood to their post's under the most 
murderous fire I ever witnessed, with the resolve to fall rather than 
yield. My right flank being exposed, the enemy succeeded so far in 
turning it, as to enfilade that portion of my line, when I drew back my 
right, so that I could keep my front to the enemy. Fresh troops com- 
ing up, soon after the enemy were again and finally driven from the 
field, when, with the remnant of my brigade, I moved back a short 
distance to the rear to rest the men, and finally bivouacked for the 
night in front of Chinn's. For the desperation of the fights and the 
fierce tenacity with which my men held the ground, let the list of 
casualties testify. I can bear testimony to the good conduct and gal- 
lantry of the whole brigade, without exception. Seven out of eight 
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of the field officers, and over fifty company officers being killed and 
wounded. Among the mortally wounded was Colonel W. T. Wilson, 
seventh Georgia, who so gallantly led the charge at dam No. I, near 
Yorktown, the 16th of April last. Always at the posj of duty and 
danger, he fell with his face to the foe, gallantly cheering his men to 
the onset. Lieutenant Hardwick, A. A. A. General, had only joined 
the command the day before, from sick leave, and was wounded before 
the command was engaged. 

In the engagement at Turner's Gap, near Boonsboro', Maryland, 
my brigade, in conjunction with General Drayton's, was ordered for- 
ward to report to Major General D. H. Hill. I found General Hill 
at the Mountain House, and he conducted us, in person, to the right 
of our line, and, after giving the necessary orders, left for other parts 
of the field. Brigadier, General Ripley, the next senior officer, was 
then left in command of the four brigades, viz: Brigadier General 
G. B. Anderson's, his own, my brigade, and General Drayton's, in 
line from right to left, as enumerated. Before Drayton had formed 
his line, General Ripley ordered the whole line to move by the right 
flank, and about this time, the enemy opened a heavy fire on Drayton. 
I had, by moving to the right, under General Ripley's order, become 
separated at least-three hundred yards from General Drayton's right, 
when General R. came by and ordered me to move by the left flank 
into the wood, which I did, my skirmishers, (the right wing of the 
Georgia regulars, Captain Wayne commanding,) not having the com- 
mand to change direction, had continued moving by the flank and un- 
covered my front. Having moved some distance over the mountain's 
side, I halted and sent forward to find Captain Wayne, but could not, 
for the reasons above given, and finding that the fire of the enemy 
was more to my left than front, -I changed front, forward on the left, 
and had the left wing of the Georgia regulars, under direction of 
Colonel Magill, 'deployed as skirmishers, and as I was in the act of 
advancing to find the enomy, Lieutenant Shellman, adjutant eighth 
Georgia regiment, reported the enemy as having turned Drayton's 
right flank, and, being on our left and rear, a few of them were taken 
prisoners and several of Drajton's men, who had been captured, re- 
leased. 

To prevent the enemy from cutting off my small brigade, being at 
the time alone, (General Ripley's brigade, on my right, being several 
hundred yards away, as I found by sending Captain Montgomery, 
first Georgia regulars, to report for orders, who reported him at least 
one-fourth of a mile from my right, after a long search,) I ordered 
my brigade to move by the left flank and recro3S the road in our 
original rear, and there reformed my line of battle and was advancing 
to find the right of Drayton's brigade, when Captain Twiggs and 
Lieutenant Lamar, first Georgia regulars, in charge of skirmishers, 
called my attention to the fact that the enemy were crossing the road 
in considerable force on my left flank. Seeing this myself, and to 
prevent my left from being turned, I moved by the left, diagonally to 
the rear, to intercept them, and at this time found General Hood'a 
two brigades coming up to support* that part of the line. He engaged 
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the enemy and drove him back. "Not knowing where to find General 
Ripley or General Drayton, I reported to General Hood for instruc- 
tions, and was requested by him to hold my position, to protect his 
left flank, and remained there until drawn off the field after night. 
In consequence of being separated from Drayton's right, by the order 
of General Ripley, and having to recross the road to avoid being sur- 
rounded, my men were not*engaged in the fight, except the first line 
of skirmishers, under Captain Wayne. Ftfr casualties see accompa- 
nying lists. Falling back from this place, I was ordered to report to 
Brigadier General Hood, commanding the rear guard, and remained 
with him until our arrival at Sharpsburg. I was ordered into position 
in rear of the Washington artillery, and remained there, except about 
three hours, being moved to the opposite side of the road for that 
length of time, until the morning of the 1 7th.. About half-past seven 
o'clock, A. M., on the 17th, I was ordered to the left to support Gen- 
eral Hood, without a guide or direction how to find him. I moved off 
and directed my course by the sound of the musketry, and succeeded 
in finding General Hood, who pointed out the position he wished me 
to occupy. I remained in this position but a few moments; other 
troops he moved in front of me, and I moved by the left flank, some 
two hundred yards, and engaged the enemy, and drove them for about 
half a mile, my men and officers behaving in the most gallant man- 
ner. By this time the enemy had disappeared from before us, and, 
while I was at a different part of the line, some mounted officer, un- 
known, reported the enemy turning our right flank and ordered the 
men to fall back, and some confusion was created, but I soon reformed 
the line and moved to the right, near the first position I had held. 
From this point I was ordered to the Hagerstown road by a staff offi- 
cer of General Longstreet, and mov^d to that place, taking position 
behind the stone fence, a large number of the enemy being in front 
of U3 in a corn-field. In a short time the enemy opened an enfilade 
fire on my position with long-range artillery, and I w r as forced to 
change, moving down the road towards Sharpsburg, under the crest 
of the hill. At this point I founnd a six-pounder gun, and, getting 
a few men to assist in placing it in position, a lieutenant of infantry, 
whose name or regiment I do not know, served it most beautifully, 
until the ammunition was exhausted. Parts of several brigades by 
this time had been collected at this point, and, by direction of General 
D. H. Hill, were formed in line perpendicularly to and on the ri^ht 
of the road, near the position occupied by Rodes' brigade early in 
the morning. Tbis was about two or three o'clock, P. M. Placing 
me in command, General Hill ordered me to occupy the crest of the 
hill to my right and rear. I moved to the position and sent forward 
skirmishers, but failed to find the enemy. The enemy opening a 
cross fire of artillery from the left on us, I moved back to the other 
position, which was approved by General Hill, who, riding forward 
to the crest of the hill in our front, called my attention to a line of 
the enemy advancing, apparently, to attack us. Suffering them to 
come near us, I ordered my command to charge them, which they did 
in splendid style aad good order, killing and wounding many of the 
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enemy, taking several prisoners, and routing the remainder. We 
could not pursue them as far as I wished, because of the severe fire 
of artillery directed against us from long-range guns, which we could 
not reach. In this charge parts of Wilcox's, Featherston's and 
Fryor's brigades participated with mine, and, I am proud to say all, 
officers and men, behaved admirably. 

The eleventh Georgia regiment, Major Little commanding, had 
been detached at Hagerstown, on the 14th, by order of Brigadier 
General D. R. Jones, commanding division, and did not join me until 
the 18th. Major Little, with five companies, reached Sharpsburg on 
the morning of the 17th, and participated in the fight on our right, 
under command of Brigadier General Toombs. General D. R. 
Jones speaks in high terms of their good conduct. I forward Major 
Little ! s report, leaving it to the officers under whose command he 
x fought to do him and his men justice. 

The battery attached to my brigade, the Wise artillery, Captain J. 
S. Brown commanding, was not with me, nor have I received any re- 
port from it. Captain Brown was severely wounded by a musket ball 
passing entirely through his fpot. 

I can but say that, in each of these engagements, all the officers 
and men of the brigade, with a few exceptions, have behaved in the 
most gallant manner, nearly the whole of each action being con- 
ducted under my own eye. I know of no particular case of indi- 
vidual bravery, and can make no discrimination where all have done 
so well, it appearing to be the determination of every one to do his 
whole duty, as the list of casualties accompanying this report will 
testify, showing a loss of eight hundred and . ninety-four killed, 
wounded and missing, out of about two thousand two hundred, with 
which I reached Gordonsville. 

1 must express my many obligations to Lieutenant H. L. D. 
McDaniel, eleventh Georgia regiment, acting assistant adjutant gen- 
eral during the sickness of Lieutenant Hardwick, for his universal 
good conduct and gallantry. He was relieved by Lieutenant Hard- 
wick on the 28th of August, Lieutenant McDaniel having been 
appointed assistant quartermaster to his regiment. 

Lieutenant Hardwick being wounded on the 30th August, at Chinn's 
house, Lieutenant Blackwell, eighth Georgia regiment, has filled the 
position of acting assistant adjutant general very much to my satis- 
faction, and I have found him at all time3 prompt and faithful in the 
discharge of his duties. 9 r 

I am also under many obligations to Captain Thomas G. Jackson, 
volunteer aid and acting ordnance officer of the brigade, for his good 
Conduct and ability in the discharge of his duties ; and also to Cap- 
tain Frederick West, volunteer aid, who has' been with me since 
the alfair at Thoroughfare Gap, and has nobly and faithfully done 
his duty. 

Many thanks are due to Captain Holliday, assistant quartermaster 
of the seventh Georgia regiment, for invaluable services, ren- 
dered on the banks of the Rappahannock, in the capacity of 
volunteer aid. . 
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I must also express my obligations to Lieutenant Tennible, ninth 
Georgia regiment, who aided me, and bore himself gallantly under 
the murderous fire at Manassas, after Lieutenant Hardwick, acting 
assistant adjutant general, was wounded. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE T. ANDERSON, 
Colonel Eleventh Georgia Voluntcers > commanding Brigade 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL TOOMBS. 

Washington, Georgia, October 25, 18G2. 
Brigadier General D. R. Jones : 

General: The day that the army, cbmmanded by General Lee, left 
Leesburg and marched towards Maryland, you notified me that I was 
assigned to the command of a division composed of my own brigade, 
General Drayton's *and Colonel G. T. Anderson's brigades. When 
Major General Longstreet's command arrived within four or five miles 
of Hagerstown, I was ordered to send forward one of my brigades to 
that point, take possession of Hagerstown and to hold it until farther 
orders. I asked permission to accompany this brigade, which was 
granted by Major General Longstreet. I took with me, for the exe- 
cution of this ord-er, my own brigade, then under the command of 
Colonel Benning, of the seventeenth Georgia volunteers, leaving 
Brigadier General Drayton's and Colonel Anderson's brigades wjth 
the main body of the army. 

On Saturday night, the 13th September, while Jn command at 
Hagerstown, 1 received orders to hold my command in readiness to 
march at daylight next morning. I received no further orders until 
about ten o'clock, on Sunday night, the 14th September; I then re- 
ceived orders to march immediately to Sharpsburg, which I did, and 
reached there before daylight Monday morning. On that day, I re- 
ceived orders from you to detail two regiments from my own brigade, 
the only one then with me, and to order them to Williamsport, for the 
protection of the waggon train, which left me with but two regiments • 
only, and one of those (the second Georgia) was Very small, having 
less than one hundred and twenty muskets present for duty. With 
these two regiments I wa& ordered by you to occupy the most eligible 
position I could find on the Antietam river, near the bridge on tho 
road to Harper's Ferry, in order to prevent the enemy from crossing 
the river. From this position I was ordered to fall back when it should 
become necessary, by my right flank, and to hold a hill about four 
hundred yards belcw*the,bridge and immediately on the river, as long 
as it might be practicable, and then to fall back and take position on 
your right in line of battle, with four other brigades of your com- 
mand, about six or eight hundred yards in rear of the bridge. With 
these orders, I took possession of the ground indicated in your orders, 
•on Monday, the 15th of September, with the twentieth Georgia vol- 
unteers, commanded by Colonel John B. Gumming, and the second 
Georgia volunteers, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Holmes, 
(about four hundred muskets strong,) and both under the immediate 
command of Colonel Henry L. Benning, commanding the brigade — at 
this time no notice having been given me of what disposition was in- 
tended to be made of the rest of the division, which had been assigned 
to me. I subsequently understood from you that Anderson's brigade 
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had been attached to Brigadier General Hood's command, and Briga- 
dier General Drayton's brigade was retained by you in your line of 
battle on the heights in my rear, except one regiment ( the fiftieth 
Georgia volunteers, Lieutenant Colonel Kearse,) hereafter referred to. 

The Antietam river runs comparatively straight from a point about 
one hundred paces above- the bridge to a point about three hundred 
paces below the bridge, and then curves suddenly around a hill to a 
ford on a neighborhood road, about six hundred yards to my right and 
rear. The road from Sharpsburg to Harper's Ferry from the foot of 
the bridge over the Antietam turns suddenly down the river and runs 
nearly upon its margin for about three hundred paces, then leaves the 
river nearly at right angles. Upon examining the position, 1 found 
a narrow wood upon the margin of the river, just above the bridge, 
(an important and commanding pcsition,) occupied by a company of 
Texans, from Brigadier General Hood's command. I then ordered the 
twentieth to take position, with its left near the foot of the bridge on 
the Sharpsburg side, extending down the river near its margin, and 
the second Georgia, on its right, prolonging the line down to the point 
tyhere the road on the other side from the mountain approached the 
river. This required a more open order than was desirable on account 
of the smaliness of the regiments, both together numbering but a little 
over four hundred muskets. 

On Tuesday, you placed under my command the fiftieth Georgia, 
(Lieutenant Colonel Kearse,) numbering, I should suppose, scarcely 
one hundred muskets. I ordered this regiment on the right of the 
Becond Georgia, extending it in open order, so as to guard a blind plan- 
tation road leading to a ford between the lower ford before* referred to 
and the right of the second Georgia volunteers. 

On Tuesday evening I received notice of the withdrawal % of the 
company belonging to Brigadier General Hood's brigade from the 
•position on Colonel Cummings' left, above the bridge, and was com- 
pelled to detail a company from the twentieth to take its place. 

On Wednesday morning I ordered a company from General Jenkins' 
brigade, whom you had* placed under my command,* to relieve this 
company from the twentieth, and occupy its position, that it might 
>r£8ume its position below the bridge. This order was not obeyed, 
&nd subsequently I placed the captain and one half of this company 
between the second Georgia and fiftieth Georgia, and the other half 
mnder a lieutenant near the lower ford, to prevent or retard the passage 
cf the enemy at this point. This command held its position with 
fidelity and firmness until withdrawn by my order. This position was 
important and had been guarded by a cavalry regiment with an in- 
fantry brigade in its rear, up to Tuesday evening, when both were 
removed to another position on the field of battle and left the crossing 
unprotected except by the small force I was thus enabled to place 
there. Finding that the battery belonging to my brigade (Captain 
Richardson) was placed too far in my rear to render me efficient ser- 
vice in defending the passage at the bridge, I applied to General 
Longstreet for another battery. He ordered Captain Eubank's to re- 
vjyori to me, who was placed in my rear about half irty between the 
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river and Captain Richardson's battery, and rendered efficient service 
as long as he remained in that position. 

The enemy opened on my position with his artillery, on Tuesday 
evening, and continued it until dark. The damage was but slight. 

' My own skirmishers and the company from General Hood's brigade 
crossed the river, and were actively engaged with the enemy's skirm- 
ishers the most of this flay.. 

On Tuesday night the enemy advanced his artillery and infantry 
much nearer my position, and on Wednesday morning threw forward 
hid skirmishers and light infantry, in greatly increased numbers, and 
before eight o'clock, drove in my pickets and advanced with heavy 
columns to the attack* of my position on the bridge. This position 
was not strong, the ground descended gently to the margin of the 
river covered with a narrow strip of woods, affording slight protection 
to the troops ; its chief strength lay in the fact that, from the nature 
of the ground on the other side, the enemy were compelled to approach 
mainly by the road which led up the river •for near three hundred* 
paces, parallel with my line of battle, and distant therefrom from fifty 
to one hundred and fifty feet, thus exposing his flank to a destructive 
fire the most of that distance. At between nine and ten o'clock the 
enemy made his first attempt to carry the bridge by a rapid assault, 
and was repulsed with great slaughter, and, at irregular intervals, up 
to about one o'clock, made four other attempts of the same kind, all 
of which were gallantly met and successfully repulsed by the twentieth 
and second Georgia. 

The fiftieth Georgia and the half company from General Jenkins* 

• brigade, before referred to, were on the right of the second Georgia,, 
rather below the main point of attack, and rendered little or no ser- 
vice in ihis fierce and bloody struggle. After these repeated and* 
disastrous repulses, the enemy despairing of wresting the bridge from 
the grasp of its heroic defenders, and thus forcing his passage across 
the river at this point, turned his attention to the fords before referred 
to, and commenced moving fresh troops in that direction by his left 
ilank. The old road, by the upper of the two fords referred to, led 
over a hill on my right and in my rear, which completely commanded 
my position, and all ingress and egress to and from it, below the 
bridge. My communications with the rear, above the bridge, were 
beset with other, but scarcely le3S difficulties. This approach could 
have been very successfully defended by a comparatively small force, 
and it was for this purpose that I so often and urgently asked the aid 
of a regiment on the day of the battle, not having another man availa- 
ble for that purpose. Not being able to get any reinforcements for 
the defense of these two fords, and seeing that the enemy was moving 
upon them to cross, thus enabling him to attack my small force in 
front, right flank and rear, and my two regiments having been con- 
stantly engaged, from early in the morning up«to one o'clock, with a 
vastly superior force of the enemy, aided by Ahree heavy batteries,, 
the commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel Holmes, of the second,, 
having been killed in the action, and the only remaining 'field o I cer P , 
Major Harris, being painfully wounded, and fully one half of thi** 
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regiment being killed or wounded, and the twentieth having ajso suf- 
fered severely in killed and wounded, and the ammunition of both 
regiments being nearly exhausted, and Eubank's battery having been 
withdrawn to the rear nearly two hours before, I deemed it my duty, 
in pursuance of your original order, to withdraw my command and 
place it in the position designated by you, opposite tho two lower 
fords, sotne half mile to the light and fronf of your line of battle. 
In pursuance of this order, Colonel Benning, wiio had commanded the 
remnant of the brigade during the action with distinguished gallantry 
and skill, withdrew these gallant regiments to their new position, ready 
again to confront and battle with the enemy. The fiftieth Georgia and 
the company from General Jenkins' brigade were at the same time 
ordered tothesame position, and wereledback by theirrespectiveofficers. 
This change of position was made to my entire satisfaction, and with 
but ^mall loss in the face of greatly superior numbers. Before these 
troops had reached their new \ osition, the fifteenth Georgia volunteers, 
under, the command of Colonel Milligan, the seventeenth, under the 
command of Captain McGregor, of .my brigade, Major Little, with 
five companies of the eleventh Georgia, (Colonel Anderson's brigade,) 
all of whom had teen detached several days before to guard ammuni- 
tion and other trains, arrived on the field, and were also placed in the 
new position before designated. The twentieth and second were then 
ordered to .the ammunition train to replenish their cartridge-boxes. 
Though the bridge and upper ford were thus left open to the enemy, 
he moved with such extreme caution and slowness that he lost nearly 
two hours in crossing and getting into action on our side of the river; 
about which time General A. P. Hill's division arrived from Harper's 
Ferry. I then received your order that as soon as General Gregg, 
{of General A. P. Hill's division,) arrived and relieved me, to move 
5iiv command and take position immediately on your right on the 
heights then occupied by the rest of your command.. Before I was 
relieved by .General Gregg, I received from you another order to 
move up my command immediately to meet the enemy, who had 
already commenced his attack upon your position. I immediately 
put my command in motion, then consisting of the fifteenth and sev- 
enteenth Georgia, (lessened by one company from each sent out as 
ekirmishers,) Major Little's battalion of the eleventh-, a small number 
of Kearse's regiment, and on the way I found Colonel Cumming and 
a part of the twentieth, who had returned from supplying themselves 
with ammunition, and joined me, and hastened, with all speed, to your 
position. On my arrival, I found the enemy in possession of tho 
ground I was ordered by you to occupy on your right. He had 
driven off our troops, captured Mcintosh's battery (attached to Gen- 
eral Drayton's brigade) and held possession of all the ground from 
the corn-field on your right, down to the Antietam bridge road, in- 
cluding the eastern suburbs of the town of Sharpsburg. All the 
troops defending it having been driven back, and retired to the rear or 
through the town. # Under this state of facts, I had instantly to deter- 
mine either* to retreat or fight. A retreat would have left the town of 
Sharpsburg and General Longstreet's rear open to the enemy, and 
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was inadmissible. I, therefore, with less than one- fifth of the enemy's 
numbers, determined to give him battle, and immediately and rapidly 
formed my line of battle in the road, within one hundred paces of the 
enemy's lines. While forming in the road, .Captain Troupe, my aid, 
on my extreme left, rallied a portion of General Kemper's brigade 
who were retiring £rom#fae, field, attached it to my line of battle, and 
led them into action with conspicuous gallantry and skill. 

As soon as possible, I opened fire upon the enemy's columns, who 
immediately acfvanced in good order upon me, until he approached 
within sixty or eighty paces, when the effectiveness of the fire 'threw 
his columns in considerable disorder, upon perceiving which I im- 
mediately ordered a charge, which being brilliantly and energetically 
executed by my whole line, the enemy broke in confusion and fled. 
Mcintosh's battery was recaptured, and our position retaken, within 
less than thirty minutes after the commencement of this attack upon 
him. The enemy fled in confusion towards the river .and bridge, 
making two or three efforts to rally, which were soon defeated by the 
vigorous charges of our troops, aided by Captain Richardson's battery, 
which I ordered up immediately upon the recovery of the heights, and 
which, with its accustomed promptness and courage, was rapidly 
placed in position and action. The enemy, to cover his retreating 
columns, brought over the bddge a battery, and placed it in position. 
I ordered Richardson's battery to open upon it, and at the same time 
ordered the fifteenth and twentieth Georgia forward, who pursued the 
enemy so close to his guns as to bring them within range of musketry;, 
which compelled his battery, after a few shots, to join his flying 
infantry, and retreat across the bridge. I desired to pursue the 
enemy across the river, but being deficient in artillery to meet hfs 
iieavy batteries on the other side, I sent my aid, Captain Troup, to 
General Lee, for the purpose of supplying myself, who ordered Cap- 
tain Squiers to report to me immediately, which he was unable to do, 
'(from not receiving the order in time,) until nearly night, when it 
was too late to risk the movement. Therefore, I ordered him to .hold 
himself in readiness for the movement in the morning, if the action 
should be renewed. I then determined to move my troops upon and 
occupy the position held by me on the river at the beginning of the 
action; but before the execution of this purpose, I received your order 
to change my position, and to occupy the heights on the opposite side 
of the road leading to the bridge from Sharpsburg, on the left of your 
command, which order was immediately executed, and the troops 
bivouacked for the night. 

I am happy to report that our loss in this -last attack was unex- 
pectedly small. Such was the heroic vigor and rapidity of the assault 
upon the enemy he was panic stricken, and his fire was wild and 
comparatively harmless. Having been compelled to leave my com- 
mand before official returns could be brought in, I am unable to state 
it accurately. Colonel Eenning has doubtless, before this time, 
furnished you with them. Among the casualties of the day I had to* 
deplore the loss of two commanders of regiments. Colonel Milhgan, . 
<ef the fifteenth Georgia, who greatly distinguished himself both at 
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Manassas and in this action for personal gallantry and efficiency as a 
soldier and field officer, fell while gallantly leading his regiment in 
the final charge, (and nearly its close,) which swept the enemy from 
this part of the field of battle. Lieutenant Colonel Holmes, who com* 
manded the second Georgia volunteers, fell near the olose of his 
heroic defence of the passage of the Antietpn ; and it is due to him 
to say that, in my judgment, he has not left in the armies of the Re- 
public a truer or* braver soldier, and I have* never known a cooler, 
more efficient; or more skillful field officer. The •conduct of the 
officers and men generally, under my command in the battle of 
Sharpsburg, was so strongly marked with the noble virtues of the 
patriot soldier, that a narration of this day's deeds performed by them, 
however simple and unadorned, if truthful, would seem like the Ian- 
guage of extravagant and unmerited eulogy. The reports of the 
regimental commanders will bring to your attention the meritorious 
conduct of officers and men, which it might not have been my good for- 
tune to witness ; and as I have not the benefit of their reports before me, 
I shall have to content myself with bringing to your attention the most 
conspicuous cases of individual merit which fell under my personal 
observation. Every opportunity for conspicuous gallantry and valua- 
ble services which presented itself seemed to be eagerly embraced by 
those whose good fortune it was to fall -in with it. Colonel Benning 
stood by .his brigade on the Antietam, guiding, directing and anima- 
ting his officers and men, with distinguished coolness, courage and 
fckill; withdrew them from that perilous condition ; again led them, 
with equal skill and courage, in tlxe final conflict with the enemy. 
He deserfes the special consideration of the Government. Colonel 
Cumming, with marked gallantry and skill, led his regiment through- 
out the day, and after the long and bloody conflict at- the bridge, 
brought up one of its fragments to the last charge, and was among 
the foremost in it. Major Harris, of the second, after the fall of 
Colonel Holmes, though suffering from a painful wound, stood firmly* 
and gallantly by his command during the whole day. Colonel Ben- 
ning being in command of the brigade, and Lieutenant Colonel 
Hodges and Major Pickett both being absent from severe wounds 
received by them in former battles, Captain McGregor led the seven- 
teenth regiment with ability, courage and skill. Major Little led his 
battalion of the eleventh Georgia with a dashing courage and success 
which won the admiration of his comrades. The officers and men of 
his battalion deserve especial mention for their gallantry and good 
conduct. Captain Richardson and his officers and men, of the com- 
pany of the Washington Artillery attached to my own brigade, were 
conspicuous throughout the day for courage and good conduct. 
Captain Richardson- clung to the infantry amid every danger, arid, 
"being nobly seconded on every occasion by his officers and men, 
largely contributed to every success. During the whole connection 
of this battery with my command, its officers and men have so con- 
ducted themselves everywhere — on the march, in the camp and on the 
, battle-field — as to meet and receive my special approbation. The 
duties of my staff, from the nature and extent of the operations of my 
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command, and its distance from tho main body, were peculiarly arda- 
ous and dangerous; .and I am much indebted to them for their extra- 
ordinary efforts on that occasion. Every difficulty was met by 
increased energy and exertion, and every increased danger with a 
higher courage and devotion to diity. During the combat oa the 
river, they were all constantly engaged in arduous and dangerous 
duties. In the final conflict, Captain Troup was on the left of my 
line, Captain DuBose on my right, Cadet Lamar accompanied me 
personally, and Captain Hill, of the first Georgia regulars, (assigned 
to me for special duty,) and Lieutenant Grant, were actively executing 
my orders in carrying orders and bringing up troops. It happened 
to my aid, Captain J. R. Troup, on three occasions dujing the day, 
while in the performance of his ordinary duties, to pass troops which 
had broken and left their positions, on all of which occasions he ral- 
lied them with great skill and energy, succeeded on one occasion in 
leading them back into position, and on another inspired them with 
his own courage and enthusiasm, and led them successfully in the 
charge on the enemy's columns. Captain Troup's conduct through- 
out the day waa conspicuous for ability and courage, and is entitled 
to marked and special approbation. The conduct of one of my 
couriers, Mr. Thomas Paschal, of Cobb's legion, deserves special 
mention for his courage and fidelity to duty, under circumstances of 
peculiar difficulties and danger. 

• I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JR. TOOMBS. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL GARNETT OF BAT- 
TLE OF BOONSBORO'/ 



^ Camp near Culpeper Court-House, > 

November 6th, 1862. J 

Major A. Coward, 

A. A. G. to Brigadier General D. R. Jones : 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following repQrt of the 
part taken by Pickett's brigade, of General D. R. Jones' division, which 
I commanded, in the battle of Boonsboro : 

This command, consisting of the eighth, eighteenth, nineteenth, 
twenty-eighth and fifty-sixth regiments of Virginia volunteers, com- 
manded respectively by Colonel Hunton, Major Cabell, Col. Strange, 
Captain Wingfield and Colonel Stuart, left the neighborhood of Ha- 
gerstown', Maryland, on the morning of the 1 4th September last, and 
reached, Boonsboro', on the Hagerstown and Frederick turnpike, in 
the afternoon, after a hot, dusty and fatiguing march of some eighteen 
miles. 

A short distance beyond the village, Kemper's, Pickett's and Jen- 
kins' brigades (the latter commanded by Colonel Walker,) in the or- 
der named, were moved in a southerly direction, on a road running 
perpendicular to the pike. Having proceeded over a mile, these 
troops were directed on another route, parallel to the" turnpike leading 
towards a gap in the South Mountain, further south than that through 
'which the Hagerstown and Frederick road run. After marching 
nearly half a mile, Kemper filed to the left and again moved in th6 
direction of the pike. At this time I received an order, by Major 
Mayo, of General Jones' staff, to bring my troops to an about-face, 
end to return the way I came, until I reached a path which I must 
take. He was unable to give me any information respecting the path 
in question, but said he would go forward and try to obtain some. I 
did not, however, see him again. I followed Jenkins' brigade, which 
was now in front, some distance, but hearing musketry open on the 
mountain, I took what I. supposed to be a near cut in the direction 
where I presumed I was wanted. This took me over rough and 
ploughed ground up tlfe mountain side ; I at length found an old and 
broken road along which General Kemper must have moved. Hero 
I met Captain Hugh Rose, of General Jones' staff, who had orders 
for me to return to the turnpike. When I got back to this road, my 
troops were almost exhausted; I consequently lost the services of a 
number of men by straggling. After a short rest I proceeded up the 
mountain, and having gained the summit on the main road, I was sent 
by a narrow lane, bearing to the left, to a higher position. A portion 
of this route was commanded by several pieces of the enemy's artil- 
lery, which opened upon my column, marching by the flank, as soon 
as it came in sight, which they were "enabled to do with considerable 
accuracy, as they had previously been practising on other troops 
•which had preceded mine. Several casualties occurred from this 
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caus-e whilst! was approaching and forming my line of battle, which 
I did by filing my command to the right through an open field. My 
right rested in a thick woods, which descended quite abruptly in front, 
and my left in a ft\eld of standing corn. As soon a3 my troops were - 
formed, I sent forward a line of skirmishers to ascertain the position 
of the enemy. When these 'dispositions had been completed, which 
was only a short time before sunset, I received an order from Gene- 
ral Jones to detach my left regiment to Kemper's right, (he being on 
my left,) and to withdraw the rest of the brigade to a wooded ridge a 
. little to the left and rear. The first part of this ofder had scarcely 
been executed, when the Federal skirmishers made their appearance, 
immediately followed by their main body, so that the action at onco 
became general. The brigade sustained, for some time, a fierce at- 
tack of, doubtless, many times their numbers. It has been subse- 
quently ascertained that'General MgClellan's army, consisting of at 
least eighty thousand men, assailed our position, only defended by 
General D. EL Hill's division, and a part of General Longs treet's 
corps. The left was the first to* fiall back, and finally the right was 
forced to retreat, being without support. Many renewed the contest 
> a iittle further to the rear, and stoutly disputed the approach of the 
enemy ; but it had now become so dark it was impossible to listin- 
guish objects, except at a short distance. About this time,, two regi- 
L ments of Jenkins' brigade came up, and the probable position of the. 
t enemy being. pointed out, they advanced to the attack with great gal- 
: lantry. Just as these troop3 moved forward, I was ordered to bring 
l off my brigade, which I did. It is due to the brigade to say, that it 
went into the battle of Boonsboro' under many serious disadvantages. 
It had marched (a portion of the time rapidly) between twenty-two 
and twenty-three miles, before it went into action ; much oppressed 
by heat and dust, reached its position a short time before sunset, un- 
der a disheartening fire of artillery, and was attacked by a much su- 
perior force as soon as it was formed in line of battle. That it bravely 
discharged its duty, is fully attested by the number of casualties 
w-hich occurred during the engagement. I had been placed in com- 
mand of the brigade only a few days before the, battle of Boonsboro', 
and therefore was personally acquainted with only a few of the offi- 
cers, save the regimental commanders, I cannot, therefore, mention 
names, but can only say, I saw several in connection with them, both 
by word and example, encouraging and cheering on their men 
in the hottest of the fight. For further, information on this sub- 
ject you are referred to the sub-reports herewith enclosed. 

Colonel Stuart, as I formerly mentioned, was detached, with his 
regiment, (the fifty-sixth Virginia,) before tho action commenced ; 
his accompanying official report will show the part taken by [lis com- 
mand. Lieutenant Mclntyre, eighth Virginia volunteers, A. A. A. 
G. ; Lieutenant Elliott Johnston and Lieutenant A. C. Sorrell, first 
Georgia regulars, acting A. D. C., composed my staff. It is with 
much pleasure that I acknowledge the zeal, intelligence and bravery 
with which they discharged their duties pending the battle" 
We have to mourn, in this action, many of our companions as 
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killed and wounded, who go to swell the list of noble martyrs, who 
have suffered in our just caustf. It was my lot to be acquainted with 
but one of the officers who fell on this occasion, Colonel John B. 
Strange, nineteenth Virginia volunteers. His tried valor on other 
fields, and heroic conduct in animating his men to advance upon the 
enemy with his latest breath, and after he had fallen, mortally wounded, 
will secure imperishable honor for his name and memory. 

I herewith furnish a list of the killed a*hd wounded, and have the 
honor to state that, the delay and imperfection of my report with re- 
gard to details have been occasioned by my being relieved from the 
commands of Pickett's brigade before the reports of regimental com- 
manders could be made out, and, although I applied for them some weekg 
since, I received several of them only yesterday. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL GARRETT OF BAT- 
TLE OF SHARPSBURG. . 



Camp near Culpeper Court House, Va., ) 
November 7, 1862. ) 

Major A. Coward, 

A. A. G. to Brigadier General D. R. Jones ; 

Major : I have the honor to forward the following report of the 
battle of Sharpsburg as far as participated in by my command, Pick- 
ett's brigade : 

Early in the forenoon of the 17th September, 1862, these troops, 
composed of the eighth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twenty-eighth and 
Sfty-sixth Virginia volunteers, commanded by Colonel Hunton, Major 
Cabell, Lieutenant Wm. N. Wood, Captain Wingfield and Captain 
McPhail, were ordered to the southeastern side o*f the village to sup- 
port several batteries of the Washington artillery, commanding the 
aasterly and southerly approaches to. the town. As far as practicable, 
the command was sheltered in a hollow in the rear of the artillery. 
For some four or five hours it was subjected to an almost uninter- 
rupted fire of solid shot, shell and spherical case, by which a number 
k>f men were killed and wounded, which casualties were borne by the 
troops with remarkable firmness and steadiness. I was subsequently 
ordered forward, on the brow of the hill, to dislodge the enemy's 
skirmishers, who began to annoy our artillery to the eastward. Here 
we were more exposed 'to the Federal artillery than in our former 
position, and suffered considerably. At length, for some cause 
unknown to me, a large portion of the pieces were withdrawn, and I 
moved my command further back to a more secure place. Having 
<been here a short time, I was informed that a portion of Colonel 
Stephen D. Lee's battalion had taken the place of the Washington 
artillery, and wished some- skirmishers to protect his pieces from the 
sharpshooters of the enemy. I sent forward the fifty-sixth regiment, 
under the command of Captain McPhail, for this purpose. Not long 
after I learned that tjae enemy had crossed the Antietam, a stream 
in our front, in very large force, and was moving toward the point 
occupied by the artillery. I again moved forward my force and took 
lip a position in front of two pieces of Colonel Lee's battalion in a 
corn-field, with space enough between the wings for them to be used 
with effect. The fifty-sixth regiment, which was in front, was recalled 
and rejoined the left wing of the main body. Soon a large number 
of the enemy's skirmishers were seen to our left, as if to flank us ; 
there were none of our forces in sight in that direction. A brisk fire 
from the left checked and finally caused them to retire. Now a large 
force made its appearance, marching to the front, having debouched 
from the wooods on the banks of the Antietam, which had partially 
concealed them, at the same time heavy bodies were observed moving 
to attack our troops on the right, composed of Drayton's and a por- 
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tion of Kemper's brigade; 1 moved my command some distance to the 
front in the standing corn, (as many of my guns were short range,) 
in order that they could produce more effect, and opened fire. At 
this time I do not think my effective force could have exceeded two 
hundred men, yet these, with two rifled pieces, most gallantly and 
skillfully served, under the command of Captain Moody, and superin- 
tended by Colonel Lee, checked and held at bay a force of the enemy 
many times our number. When this unequal contest had lasted over 
an hour, I discovered that the Federals Tiad turned our extreme right, 
which began to give way ; and a number of the Yankee flags appeared 
on the hill in rear of the town and not far from our only avenue of 
escape. I ordered the brigade to fall back, deeming it in imminent 
danger of being surrounded and captured, as it would have been im- 
possible for it to have held its position without the support of the 
troops on the right. There being some delay in withdrawing Moody's 
section of artillery, I take pleasure in saying I saw Major Cabell halt 
and face his men abput to await its removal, as mentioned in his offi- 
cial report. The main street of the town was commanded by the 
Federal artillery, my troops passed, thcreforje, for the most part, to 
the north of the town, along the. cross streets. In this direction I 
found troops scattered in squads from various parts of the army, so 
that it was impossible to distinguish men of the different commands. 
Having reached the rear of the town, and learning that General Toombs 
had reinforced our right just after it was driven back, and restored 
the fortunes of the day in thai; quarter, I gathered as many nien as I 
could get to follow me from among the dispersed forces, (which did 
not amount to a large number, as many Baid they were looking for 
proper commands,) and, accompanied by Captain William Berkley, of 
the eighth Virginia regiment, and Lieutenants Mclntire and Sorrel, 
of my staff, I joined General Drayton's command south of the.vil- 
iage. I found, on my arrival, that the enemy had been successfully 
repulsed, only a few skirmishers remaining in sight, which were being 
driven back by our troops of the same description. 

The conduct of the brigade during thi§ most trying day, under 
destructive fires from artillery and musketry, is deserving of the' 
highest commendation, officers and men generally acting with the 
utmost bravery ond coolness. The names of those particularly men- 
tioned by regimental commanders will be found in their reports, here- 
with furnished. 

My staff, Lieutenants Mclntyre, Johnston (who was wounded in 
the foot, shortly after the infantry engagement commenced, and, in 
consequence of which, he lost his leg) and Sorrel, are entitled to 
my thanks for meritorious and gallant services during the day. 

I feel it a duty, and grateful to my feelings, again to recur to the 
part taken by Captain Moody's section of artillery. It is partly due 
to the brave and energetic manner with which it was handled that 
# the infantry were enabled to hold their position, and it is, therefore, 
entitled to a full share of the credit for whatever success attended our 
efforts on that part of the field. Colonel Lee, at times during the 
action, personally assisted at his pieces. His bravery and intrepidity 
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*t the battle of Sharpsburg should add fresh fame to the high reputa- 
ion he has already won. 

tn this battle, as in former ones, we are called on to deplor.e the 
oss of many brave spirits, who have sealed their devotion to the 
Southern cause with their life's blood. 

May their memories ever be enshrined in the hearts of their coun- 
ty men ! i 

.This report has been delayed for the reasons assigned in my report 
}f the battle of Boonsboro'. A. list of killed, wounded, &c, is here- 
with furnished as far as could be obtained. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

It. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL RIPLEY. 



Headquarters Ripley's Brigade, > 
Camp on Opcquon Creik, September 21, 1862. > 

Major Arhcer Anderson, 

Assistant Ad jxdant General: 

Major: On the evening of September 13th, I received orders fron 
Major General D. H. Hill to march with my brigade and take a posi- 
tion, with if and a battery of artillery, on the eminence immediately 
on the northeast of Boonsboro', and to send a regiment, at dayligh 1 
on the following morning, to occupy the Hamburg pas3. This was 
accomplished, and on the following morning, "at an early hour, Colonel 
Doles, with the fourth Georgia regiment, was in position at the pass 
At about nine o'clock, I received orders to send forward my artillery 
and, soon after, to move with the whole force to the main pass cast o! 
Boonsboro'. Upon arriving, I was ordered to follow the road leading 
to Braddoc.k's Gap and place myself in communication with Brigadiej 
General' Anderson, who had preceded me in that direction. Upor 
coming up and communicating with that officer, it was arranged tha 
he should extend along the Rraddock road and make room lor th< 
troops of my command, and that an attack should* be made upon thd 
enemy, then occupying the heights to the south. While taking posi- 
tion General Hill arrived, and, with him, Brigadier General Dray- 
ton's command. General Hill directed General Anderson's and mj 
command to extend stiJl further on this road, making room for Genera 
Drayton's troops, and that the attack should be made as soon as al 
were in position. 

General Anderson's and my own brigade got into position on th< 
road, and General Drayton's command was rapidly forming, when th< 
action commenced by the enemy attacking him in force. This he sus j 
tained for some time, General Anderson's and my own brigades push- 
ing forward through dense thickets and up very steep acclivities t( 
outflank the enemy and come in to General Drayton's suppojrt. .The 
natural difficulties of the ground and the condition of the troops pre- 
vented these movements from being made -with the rapidity which wag 
desirable, and the enemy forced his way to the Braddock road between 
General Drayton's force and my own, and. sent a column of troops 
down the ro^i as if to cut off the troops forming our right. In thin 
object^he was thwarted by two pieces of artillery belonging to Colonel 
Rosser's cavalry, which wss speedily placed in position a short dis- 
tance in our rear, on tho Braddock road. A few well directed shot 
and shell drove the enemy up tho hill, leaving the road in our pos-> 
session. Meantime, General Anderson had extended to the right and 
came up with the enemy, with whom he had a short engagement. My 
own brigade had pressed up to within a short distance of the crest of; 
the heights and held its position, under a noisy but comparatively) 
harmless fire ; but, Anderson's brigade having extended far to the 
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right, it was, for the time, unsupported by any other troops. Soon 
after, Brigadier General Hood's command came from the main p^ss and, 
forming upon my left, the troops pressed up the road, driving ttie ene- 
my before them, until they occupied their first position, and darkness 
put an end to the operations. I found, soon afterwards, that General 
Anderson's command had been withdrawn, at night-fall, from the 
heights to the Braddock road. Orders were received from Major Gene- 
ral Longstreet to renew the attack as early as practicable, and prrange- 
inents were in progress when further orders were received to move back 
to the main road and follow the army. The movement was made with- 
out confusion, and, upon coming on the road near Boonsboro', the 
route was taken following the main army to Sharpsburg. 

Upon arriving on the west bank of the Antietam river, on tho 15th, 
under orders from Major General Longstreet, during the temporary 
absence of the division commander, I posted my own, Anderson's and 
McRae's brigades on the heights overlooking the river, with the right 
resting on the road from Boonsboro' to Sharpsburg, facing the river. 
The troops bivouacked during the remainder of the 15th and the 1 6th 
in this position/ ~ ¥ t % 

On the morning of tfie 16th, the enemy made his appearance in 
force in our front, and, from about nine o'clock until nightfall, wo 
were subjected to annoying artillery fire. During the evening I re* 
ceived orders to move my brigade to the left of our division, and take 
up a position to cover a road leading from our left to the turnpike . 
leading from Sharpsburg to Hagerstown, and in support of certain 
batteries of artillery in our vicinity. The troops.rested on their arms 
during the night of the 16th. 

Early on the morning of the 17th, the skirmisheis of Colonel 
Walker's brigade, of Jackson's corps, immediately on my left, became 
engaged, and the enemy, from his batteries on the eastern bank of 
the Antietam, opened a severe enfilading fire on the troops of my 
command, the position which*we had been ordered to occupy being in 
full view of nearly all of hi3 batteries. This fire inflicted sevt-re loss 
before the troops were called into positive action, the men laying under 
it without flinching for over an hour, while the enemy plied his g^ns 
unceasingly. During this while a set of farm buildings in onr front 
were set on fire to prevent their being made use of by the ene-ny. At 
about eight o'clock, I received orders to ckse in to my left and ad- 
vance. The troops sprung to their arms with alacrity and moved 
forward through the burning buildings in our front, ^reformed on the 
further side, and opened a rapid fire upon the enemy. While engaged 
in reforming the brigade I received r a shot in the neck, which disabled 
me, and the troops moved forward under command of Colonel Doles, 
of the fourth Georgia regiment. After an absence of an hour and a 
half, 1 returned to the field, with such force as I could collect from 
detachments, and found my brigade relieved and in positior to the 
west of Sharpsburg. I remained with it until the afternoon, when, 
finding myself faint and exhausted, I relinquished the comuand to 
Colonel Doles, .to whose report I must refer for the operations of the 
brigade while under his command. 
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I noticed the gallant and efficient conduct of officers and m%Tt t 
which, in many instances, was admirable, especially in consideration 
of the hardships to which they had been subjected, many having beei: 
without food for twenty-four and some for forty-eight hours. 

The commanding officers of regiments, Colonel Doles, of the fourth 
Georgia ; Colonel DeRosset, of the third North Carolina, (severely 
wounded;) Lieutenant Colonel Brown, of the. first North Carolina, 
and Captain Key, of the forty-fourth Georgia, all led their troops 
gallantly. They were ably seconded by ftieir respective field officer?, 
and I concur in the remarks of the iegimental commanders concern- 
ing their various officers. i 

Captain B. H. Read and Lieutenant H. II. Rogers, acting on my 
staff, rendered, throughout the operations, valuable a,nd efficient ser- 
vice. Captain Read remained on the field after I had been disabled. 
Lieutenant Rogers was severely wounded while in the discharge of 
his duties. 

The return of killed, wounded and missing will be forwarded with 
the report of Colonel Doles, upon whom tho command of the brigade 
will devolve during my absence. 

I have the honor to be, • 

Yery respectfully, your obd't serv't, 

R. S. RIPLEY, 

} ' Briga&kr General commanding. 



REPORT OF COLONEL COLQUITT, COMMANDING BRI- 
GADE, OF BATTLE OF SOUTH MOUNTAIN. 

Brigade Headquarters, ) 
Near Bunker Hill, Va. 9 October 13, 1862. J 
Major J. W. Ratchford, A. A. G. : 

Sir : Herewith, I submit a report of the action of my brigade in 
the battle of South Mountain, September 14th. On the night of Sep- 
tember 12th I left the camp of the division, with the brigade and 
Captain Lane's bittery, with instructions to occupy the commanding 
points at Boonville, four miles to the rear. The march, and the una- 
voidable delay in selecting positions in the dark, consumed most of 
the night. Early the next morning General Hill arrived. While 
engaged in making a reconnoissance, he received information that 
General Stuart, commanding the cavalry in rear, stood in need of 
support. I was ordered to move at once, with my brigade and the 
battery of artillery. Proceeding along the turnpike two and-a-half 
or three miles, I reached the summit of South Mountain, and dis- 
covered the enemy- s cavalry advancing and our3 gradually giving 
back. I reported my arrival to General Stuart, and consulted with 
him as to the best disposition of the forces. Two pieces of artillery 
were ordered to the front, to a position commanding the turnpike 
leading down the valley. The continued advance of the enemy ren- 
dered the execution of the order impracticable. They were thrown 
rapidly into position at the most available points, and the infantry 
disposed upon the right and left of the road. The enemy made no 
further efforts to advance, and, at dark, withdrew from my immediate 
front. To the right and left of the turupike, a mile distant on either 
side, were practicable roads leading over the mountain, and connect- 
ing a cross-road along the ridge with the turnpike. Upon each of 
these roads I threw out strong infantry pickets, the cavalry being 
withdrawn, and my main body was retired to the rear of the cross- 
road, leaving a line of skirmishers in front. Early next morning my 
pickets were called in, being relieved by other forces which had 
arrived during the night, and my brigade advanced to the position it 
occupied the day previous. Upon the right of the road across the 
valley, and upon the hillside, three regiments were placed, with in- 
structions to connect with General Garland's line on the right." The 
force was insufficient to reach that distance, and there was a gap left 
of three or four hundred yards between the two brigades. The re- 
maining regiments of my brigade, to-wit : the twenty-third and 
twenty-eighth Georgia, were put in position on the left of the turn- 
pike, under cover of a stone fence and a channel worn by water down 
the mountain side. The first attack of the enemy was made upon the 
extreme right of my line, as with the view to pass in the opening 
between Garland's and my command. This was met and repulsed by 
a small body of skirmishers and a few companies of the sixth Georgia. 
At four o'clock, in the afternoon, a large force hadvbeen concentrated 
22 
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in my front and was moving up the valley, along each side of the 
turnpike. I informed General Hill of the movement, and asked for 
supports. Being pressed at other points, he had none to give me. 
The enemy advanced slowly, but steadily, preceded by skirmishers 
Upon the right of the road, four hundred yards in advance of my 
line, there was a thick growth of woods, with fields opening in front 
and around them. In these I had concealed four companies of skir^ 
v raishers, under the command of Captain Arnold. As the enemy 
advanced, the skirmishers poured upon his flank a sudden and unex- 
pected fire, which caused the troops on this part of his line to give 
back in confusion. They were subsequently rallied and thrown to 
the right, strengthening the attack to be made upon my left. Two 
regiments here were to meet at least five, perhaps ten times, their 
numbers. Nobly did they do it. Confident in their superior num- 
bers, the enemy's forces advanced to a short distance of our lines, 
when, raising a shout, they came to a charge. As they came full into 
view upon the rising ground, forty paces distant, they were met by a 
terrific volley of musketry from the stone fence and hillside. This 
. gave a sudden check to their advance. They rallied under cover cf 
the uneven ground, and the fight opened in earnest. They made still 
another effort to advance, but were kept back by the steady fire of 
our men. The fight continued, with fury, until after dark. Not an 
inch of ground was yielded; the ammunition of many of the men 
was exhausted, but they stood with bayonets fixed. 

I am proud of the officers and men of my command, for their noble 
conduct on this day. Especial credit is due to Colonel Barclay, of 
the twenty-third Georgia, and Major Graybill, twenty-eighth Georgia, 
who, with their regiments, met and defeated the fiercest assaults of 
the enemy. My thanks are due Lieutenants Jordan and Grattan, of 
my staff, for their assistance this day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. H. COLQUITT, 
Colonel commanding Brigade, 



REPORT OF COLONEL COLQUITT, COMMANDING BRI- 
GADE, OF BATTLE OF SHARPSBURG. 



Brigade Headquarters, ) 
Near Bunker Hill, Va., October 13, 1862. J 

Major Ratciiford, A. A. G. : 

Sir : I give you below an account of the part taken by this brigade 
in the battle of September 17th : 

About seven o'clock, in the morning, my brigade entered the fight. 
It was moved to the front and formed on the right of General Ripley's 
brigade, which was then engaged. After a few rounds had been dis- 
charged, I ordered an advance, and at the same time sent word to the 
regiments on my left to advance simultaneously. The order was re- 
sponded to with spirit by my men, and, with a shout, they moved' 
through the corn-field in front, two hundred yards wide, and formed 
on the line of fence. The enemy was near and in full view. In a 
moment or two his ranks began to break before our fire, and the line 
poon disappeared under the crest of the hill upon which it had been 
established. It was soon replaced by another, and the fire opened! 
with renewed vigor. In the meantime, Garland's brigade, which hadt 
been ordered to my right, had given way and the enemy were ad- 
vancing, unchecked. The regiments upon my left having also failed* 
to advance, we were exposed to a fire from all sides and nearly sur- 
rounded. I sent in haste to the rear for reinforcements, and commu- 
nicated to General Hill the exposed condition of my men. With* 
steady supports upon the right, we could yet maintain our position. 
The supports were not at hand, and could not reach us in time. The- 
enemy closed in upon the right so near that our ranks were scarcely 
distinguishable. At the same time, his line in front advanced. My 
men stood firm until every field officer but one had fallen, and then 
made the best of their way out. In this sharp and unequal conflict,. , 
I lost many of my best officers and one-half of the men in the ranks. 
If the brigades upon the right and left had advanced, we should have 
driven the enemy from the field. He had at one time broken in our 
front, but we had not strength to push the advantage. Colonel Smith,, 
of the twenty-seventh Georgia, Colonel Barclay, of the twenty-third 
Georgia, and Lieutenant Colonel Newton, commanding the sixth 
Georgia, fell at the head of their regiments. Their loss is irrepara- 
ble. Upon every battle-field they had distinguished themselves forr 
coolness and gallantry. Colonel Fry, of the thirteenth Alabama^, 
and Captain Garrison, commanding twenty-eighth Georgia, were se- 
verely wounded. Subsequent to the action of the forenoon, portions 
of my brigade encountered the enemy in two desultory engagements, , 
in which they stood before superior numbers and gave a check to their/ 
advance. In one of these, a small party were placed under the* 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Betts and directed to deploy as skir- 
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mishers along the crest of a hill upon which the enemy was advan- 
cing. They did so, with good effect, keeping back a large force by 
their annoying fire and the apprehension, excited by their boldness, 
that they were supported by a line in rear. During the engagement; 
of this day, I had the misfortune to lose my acting assistant adjutant 
general, Lieutenant R. P. Jordan. He fell while gallantly dashing 
towards the enemy's line. I have not known a more aetive, efficient 
and fearless officer. Lieutenant Grattan, my aid-de-camp, was con- 
spicuously bold in the midst of danger and untiring in the discharge 
of his duties. I regret that I cannot here mention the narae3 of all, 
dead and living, who are entitled to a tribute at my hands. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. H. COLQUITT, 
Colonel commanding Brigade, 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL R. E. RODES. 



Headquarters Rodes' Brigade, > 
Wright's "Farm, Fa., October 13, 1862. \ 

Major J. W. Ratchford, 

A, A. G. to Major General D. IT. HHPs Division : 

Major : I have the honor, herewith, to report the operations of this 
brigade during the actions of the 14th and 17th September, in Mary- 
land. 

On the morning of the 14th, my brigade relieved Anderson's about 
a. half mile west of Boonsboro'. Towards noon it was ordered to follow 
Ripley's brigade to the top of the South Mountain. Overtaking Rip- 
ley's brigade on tlip mountain it was halted, and I immediately re- 
ported to Major General Hill. After looking over the field of battle, 
I was ordered by Majur General Hill to take position on the ridge 
immediately to the left of the gap through which the main road runs. 
Remaining there for three-fourths of an hour, part of the time under 
artillery fire, and throwing out scouts and skirmisher to the left and 
front, l#was then ordered to occupy another bare hill about three- 
quarters of a mile still further to the left. The whole brigade was 
moved to that hill, crossing, in doing so, a deep gorge which separated 
the hills. This movement left a wide interval between the right of 
my brigade, which, in its last position, rested in the gorge, and the 
balance of the division, which b<Sng reported to General Hill, together 
with the fact that no troops supported the battery on the first men- 
tioned ridge, by his order, I sent back one of my regiments (the 
twelfth Alabama) to support the battery. 

By this time the enemy's line of battle was pretty well developed, 
and in full view. It became evident that he intended to attack with a 
line covering both ridges and the gorge before mentioned, and extend- 
ing some half a mile to my left. I had, immediately after my arrival 
on the extreme left, discovered that the hill there was accessible to 
artillery, and that a good road passing by the left of said hill from the 
enemy's line continued immediately in my rear, and entered the main 
road about a half mile west of the gap. Under these circumstances, 
I sent for artillery and determined upon the only plan by which the 
enemy could be prevented from immediately obtaining possession of 
gaid road, and thus marching entirely in our rear without difficulty, 
and that was to extend my line as far as I could to the left, to let the 
right rest in the gorge still, and to send to my superiors for reinforce- 
ments to continue the line from my right to the gap on the main road, 
an interval of three quarters of a mile at least. Having thrown out 
skirmishers along the whole front and to the left, they very soon be- 
came engaged with the enemy's skirmishers. This was about three, 
P. M., and it was perfectly evident then that my force of about twevle 
hundred muskets was opposed to one which outflanked mine on either 
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side, by at least half a mile. I thought the enemy's force opposed to 
my brigade, was at least a division. In a short time the firing became 
steady along the whole line, the enemy advancing very slowly, the 
danger of his possessing the top of the left hill and thus being in ray 
rear, became so imminent, that I had to cause my left regiment (the 
sixth Alabama, under Colonel GoaJon,) to move along the brow of the 
hill under fire, still further to the*eft. He did so in good style, and 
having a fair opportunity to do so with advantage, charged and drove 
the enemy back a short distance. By this time the enemy, though 
met gallantly by all of the regiments with me, had penetrated between 
them and had begun to swing their extreme right around towards my 
rear, making for the head of the gorge^up the bottom and sides of 
which the whole of my force, except the sixth Alabama, had to retreat, 
if at all. I renewed again and yet again my application for reinforce- 
ments; but none came. Some artillery, under Captain Carter, who 
was moving up without orders, and some of Colonel Cutts', under a 
gallant lieutenant, whose name I do not now recollect, was reported 
by the last named officer to be on its way to my relief; but at this 
time the enemy had obtained possession of the summit of the left hill 
before spoken of, and had command of the road in rear of the main 
mountain, the artillery could only have been used by being hauled up 
on the high peaks, which arose upon the summit of the ridge just at 
the head of the gorge before mentioned. This they had not*time to 
do, and hence I ordered it back. Just before this, I heard that some 
Confederate troops had joined my right very nearly. 

Finding that the eneftiy were forcing my right back, and that the 
only chance to continue the fight was to change my front so as to 
face to the left, I ordered all the regiments to fall back up the gorge 
and sides of the mountain, fighting, the whole concentrating around 
the high peak before mentioned. This enabled me to face the enemy's 
right again, and to make another short stand with Gordon's excellent 
regiment, which he had kept constantly in hand, and had handled in 
a manner I have never seen or heard equalled during this war, and 
with the remainders of the fifth, third and twelfth Alabama regiments, 
I found the twelfth had been relieved by other troops' and closed in 
towards my right ; but had passed in rear of the original line so far 
that, upon re-establishing the line on the main peak, I found that 
the third Alabama came up on its right. The twenty-sixth Ala- 
bama, which had been placed on my right, was by this time 
completely demoralized; its colonel (O'Neal) was wounded, and 
the men mingled in utter confusion with some South Carolina strag- 
glers, on the summit of the hill, who stated that their brigade had been 
compelled to give way, and had retired. Notwithstanding this, if 
true, left my rear entirely exposed again, I had no time or means to 
.examine the worth of their statement. I determined in accordance 
«with the orders I received about this time, in reply to my last request 
for reinforcements, to fight on on the new front. 

My loss up to this time had been heavy in all the regiments except 
the twelfth Alabama. The fifth Alabama, which had occupied the left 
centre, got separated into two parts in endeavoring to follow up the 
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Sank movement of Gordon's regiment, both parts became engaged 
again before they could rejoin, and the right battalion was finally cut 
off entirely, the left and smaller battalion, under Major Ilobson's 
gallant management, though flanked, wheeled against the flanking 
party and, by desperate fighting, silenced the enemy so far as to enable, 
his little command to make its way to the peak before mentioned. In 
the first attack of the enemy up the bottom of the gorge, they pushed 
on so vigorously as to catch Captain Ready and a, portion of his party 
of skirmishers, and separate the third from the fifth Alabama regiment. 
The third made a most gallant resistance at this point, and had my line 
been a continuous one, it could never have been forced. 

Having re-established myjjfine, though still with wide intervals, 
necessarily, on the high peak, (this was done under constant fire and 
in full view of the enemy, now in full possession of the extreme left 
hill and of the gorge.) the fight at close quarters was resumed, and 
again accompanied by the enemy's throwing their, by this time ap- 
parently interminable right, around towards my rear. In this posi- 
tion the sixth Alabama and the twelfth suffered pretty severely ; the 
latter, together with the remainder of the third Alabama, which had 
been well handled by Colonel Battle, was forced to retire, and in so 
doing lost heavily ; its colonel (Gayle) was seen to fall and its lieu- 
tenant colonel (Pickens) was shot throgh the lungs. The former was 
left on the field, supposed to be dead ; Pickens was brought off. Gor- 
don's regiment retired slowly, now being under an enfilading as well 
as direct fire, and in danger of being surrounded ; but was still, fortu- 
nately for the whole command, held together by its able commander. 

After this I could meet the enemy with no organized force, except 
Gordon's regiment; ono more desperate stand was made by it from an 
advantageous position. The enemy by this time w T ere nearly on top 
<*f the highest peak, and. were pushing on when Gordon's regiment, 
unexpectedly to them, opened fire on their front and checked them. 
This last stand was so disastrous to the enemy that it attracted the 
attention of the stragglers even, many of whom Colonel Battle and I 
had been endeavoring to organize, and who were just then on the 
flank of that portion of the enemy engaged with Gordon, and for a 
few minutes, they kept up a brisk enfilading fire upon, the enemy; but 
finding his fire turning frorn^. Gordon's upon them, and that another 
body of Federal troops were advancing upon them, they speedily fell 
back. 

It was now so dark that it was difficult to distinguish objects .at 
short musket range, and both parties ceased firing. Directing Colonel 
Gordon to move his regiment to his right and to the rear so as to cover 
the gap, I endeavored to gather up stragglers from the other regiments. 
Colonel Battle still held together a handful of his men. These, to- 
gether with the remnant of the twelfth, fifth and twenty-sixth Ala- 
bama regiments, were assembled at the gap, and were speedily placed 
along side of Gordon's regiment, which by this time had arrived in the 
road ascending the mountain from the gap, forming a line on the edge 
of the woods parallel to, and about two hundred yards from, the main 
road. The enemy did not advance beyond the top of the mountain ; 
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but to be prepared for them, skirmishers were thrown out in front of 
the line. This position we held until about, eleven o'clock at night, 
when we were ordered to take the Sharpsburg road, and to stop at 
Keedarsville, which we did. We had rested about an hour, when I 
was ordered to proceed to Sharpsburg with all the force under my com- 
mand, Colquitt's brigade and mine, to drive out a Federal cavalry 
force reported to be there. On the way Colonel Chilton, chief of 
General Lee's staff, met me with contrary "orders, which required me 
to send only a part of my force. The fifth and sixth Alabama were 
sent. In a few minutes, however, we received orders form General 
Longstreet to go ahead, and did so. Fmmd no cavalry. 

In this engagement my loss was S follows: killed, sixty-one ; 
wounded, one hundred and fifty-seven ; missing, two hundred and 
four; total, four hundred and twenty-two. 

The men and officers generally behaved well ; but Colonel Gordon, 
sixth Alabama, Major Ilobson, fifth Alabama, and Colonel Battle, 
third Alabama, deserve especial mention for admirable conduct dur- 
ing the whole fight. We did not drive the enemy back, or whip him, 
hut with twelve hundred men we held his whole division at bay, with- 
cut assistance, during four hours and a half steady fighting, losing 
in that time net over a ha'f a mile of ground. I was most ably and 
bravely served during the whole day by Captains Whiting and Pey- 
ton, and Lieutenant John Berney, who composed my staff. 

On the loth, after resting on the heights south of Sharpsburg long 
enough to get a scanty meal and to gather stragglers, we moved back 
through that place to the advanced position in the centre of the line of 
battle before the town. Here, subsisting on green corn, mainly, and 
under an occasional artillery fire, we lay uatil the morning of the 
l?th September, when began the engagement of that day. 

The fight opened early on the left, but my brigade was not engaged 
until late in the forenocn. About nine o'clock, I was ordered to 
move to the left and front, to assist Ripley, Colquitt and McRae, who 
had already engaged the enemy, and I had hardly begun the move- 
ment before it was evident that the two latter had met with a reverse,, 
and that .the best service I coull render them and the field generally r 
would be to form a line in rear of them, and endeavor to rally them 
before attacking or being attacked. Maj#- General Hill held the same 
view, for at this moment I received an order from him to halt and to 
form line of battle in the hollow of an old and narrow road, just be- 
yond the orchard, and with my left about one hundred and fifty yards 
from and east of the Ilagerstown road. In a short time a small por- 
tion of Colquitt's brigade formed on my left, and I assumed the com- 
mand of it. This brought my left to the Hagerstown road. General 
Anderson's brigade, occupying the same road, had closed up on my 
right. A short time after my brigade assumed its new position, and 
whilst the men were busy improving their position by piling rails 
along their front, the enemy deployed in our front in three beautiful 
lines, all vastly outstretching ours, and commenced to advance stead- 
ily. Unfortunately, no artillery opposed them in their advance. 
Carter's battery had been sent to take position in rear by me when I 
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abandoned my first position, because he rsras left without support, and 
because my own position had not then been fully determined. Three 
pieces, which occupied a fine position immediately on my front, aban- 
doned it immediately after the enemy's skirmishers opened on them. 
The enemy came to the crest of the hill overlooking my position, and 
for five minutes bravely stood a galling fire at about eighty yards, 
which my whole brigade delivered ; they then fell back a short dis- 
tance, rallied, were driven back again and again, and finally lay down 
just back of the crest, keeping up a steady fire, however. In this 
position, receiving an order from General Longstreet to do so, I en- 
deavored to charge them with my brigade, and that portion of Col- 
quitt's which was on my immediate left; the charge failed, mainly 
because the sixth Alabama regiment, not hearing the command, did 
not move forward with the others, and because Colquitt's men did not 
advance far enough ; that part of the brigade which moved forward 
found themselves in an exposed position, and, being outnumbered and 
unsustained, fell back "before I could, by personal effort, which was 
duly made, get the sixth Alabama to move; hastening back to the 
left, I arrived just in time to prevent the men from falling hack to 
tae rear of the road we had just occupied. It became evident to me, 
then, that an attack by us must, to be successful, be made by the whole 
of Anderson's brigade, mine, Colquitt's and any troops that had arrived 
r n Anderson's right. My whole force at this moment; did not amount to 
over seven hundred men, most probably not to that number. About this 
time, I noticed troops going in to the support of Anderson, or to his 
right, and that one regiment and a portion of another, instead of pass- 
ing on to the front, stopped in the hollow immediately in my rear and 
near the orchard. As the fire on both sides was, at my position at 
least, now desultory and slack, I went to the troops referred to and 
found that they belonged to General Pryor's brigade ; their officers 
stated that v they had been ordered to halt there by somebody, not 
General Pryor. Finding General P. in a few moments, and inform- 
ing him as to their conduct, he immediately ordered them forward. 
Returning towards the brigade, I met Lieutenant Colonel Lightfoot, 
of the sixth Alabama, looking for me. Upon his telling me that the 
right wing of his regiment was being subjected to a terrible enfilading 
fire, which the enemy were enabled to deliver by reason of their gain- 
ing somewhat on Anderson, and that he had but few men left in that 
wing, I ordered him to hasten back, and to throw his right wing back 
out of the old road referred to. Instead of executing the order, he 
moved briskly to the rear of the regiment, and gave the command — 
" Sixth Alabama, about-face — forward, march." Major Ilobson, of 
the fifth, seeing this, asked him if the order was intended for the 
whole brigade. He replied, " Yes," and, thereupon, the fifth, and 
immediately the other troops on their left, retreated. I did not see 
their retrograde movement until it was too late for mfe to rally them ; 
for this reason, just as I was moving on after Lightfoot, I heard a 
shot strike Lieutenant Berney, w T ho was immediately behind me. 
Wheeling, I found him falling, and that he had been struck in 
the face. He found that he could walk, after I raised him, though he 
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thought a shot or piece of shell had penetrated his head jast under 
the eye. I followed him a few paces and watched him until he had 
reached a barn, a short distance to the rear, where he first encoun- 
tered some one to help him, in case he needed it. As I turned to- 
wards the brigade, I was struck heavily by a piece of shell on my 
thigh. At first I thought the wound was serious, but finding, upon 
examination, that it was slight, I again turned towards the brigade, 
when I discovered it, without visible cause »to me, retreating in con- 
fusion. I hastened to intercept it at the Hagerstown road. T found, 
though, that with the exception of a few men from the twenty-sixth, 
twelfth and third, and a few under Major Hobson, not more than forty 
in all, the brigade had completely disappeared from this portion of the 
field. This small number, together with some Mississippians (under 
Colonel ) and North Carolinians, making in all about one hun- 
dred and fifty (150) men, 1 rallied and stationed behind a small rid,ge 
leading from the HagerstOwn road eastward, towards the orchard be- 
fore spoken of, and about one hundred and fifty (150) yards in rear oi 

my last position, leaving them under the charge of Colonel . 

[It is proper for me to mention here that this force, with some slight 
additions, was afterwards led through the orchard against the enemy 
by General D. H. Hill, and did good service, the General himself 
handling a musket in the fight. Major Hobson and Lieutenant Goff, 
of the fifth Alabama, the latter with a musket, bore distinguished 
parts in* this fight ] After this, my time was spent mainly in direct- 
ing the fire of some artillery and getting up stragglers. 

In this engagement, the brigade behaved very handsomely and sat- 
isfactorily, and, with the exception of the right wing of the sixth Ala- 
bama, (where Colonel Gordon, whilst acting with his customary 
gallantry, was wounded desperately, receiving five v wound3,) had sus- 
tained almost no loss, until the retrograde movement began. It had, 
together with Anderson's troops, stopped and foiled the attack of 3 
whole corps cf the enemy for more than an hour, and finally fell back 
only when, as the men^ind officers supposed, they had been ordered 
to do so. We might have been compelled to have fallen back after- 
wards, (for the troops on my right had already given away when we 
began to retreat;) but, without the least hesitation, I say that but for 
the unaccountable mistake of Lieutenant Colonel Lightfoot, the re- 
treat would not have commenced at this time, if at all. He was 
wounded severely in the retreat. 

I saw but little of the operations of Carters battery during the bat- 
tle. I only know that it was actively engaged the whole day, and with 
some loss. The gallant captain received a slight wound in the foot, 
and one of his Lieutenants, Dabney, received one, from which he has 
since died. I beg leave to refer to his report, which is submitted 
herewith. 

My force at the beginning of the fight was less than eight hundred 
(800) effective men. The loss was as follows : Killed, fifty ; wounded, 
one hundred and thirty-two ; missing, twenty-one ; total, three hun- 
dred and three. 

The aggregate loss in the two engagements is as follows: Killed, 



one hundred and eleven ; wounded, two hundred and eighty-nine ; 
missing, two hundred and thirty-one; total six hundred and twenty- 
five. The missing are either prisoners or killed ; most of thein were 
captured on the mountain on the 1 4th. Captain Whiting and Lieu- 
tenant John Berney, C. S. A., of my staff, were both wounied. 
They, with Captain Green Peyton, A. A. General, discharged their 
respective duties with ability and gallantry. 

The subjoined tabular statements will exhibit the less in the respec- 
tive regiments of the brigade in both engagements. The enemy'- 
loss in both engagements was far heavier than mine ; I believe they 
lost three to my one at Sharpsburg, and at least two to one on the 
mountain. 

Respectfully submitted, 

R. E. RODES, Brigadier Gtwrrnl. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL SEMMES OF BATTLE 
OF SHARPSBURG. 



Headquarters Semmes' Brigade, McLayvs' DrvrsiON, ) 
Camp near 3Iartinsburg, Fa., September 24, 18G2. i 

Major J. M. Goggin, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Major : I have the honor to report briefly the part enacted by my 
brigade, composed of the fifteenth and thirty-second Virginia and 
the tenth and fifty-third Georgia volunteers and Manly's battery, in 
the battle of Sharpsburg, on the 17th of September instant: 

Moving forward by the flank in the direction of the enemy, before 
coming in view, two brigades were met retiring from the front, appa- 
rently badly cut up An incessant current of wounded flowed to the 
rear, showing that the conflict had been severe and well contested. 
Coming in full view of the enemy's lines, Major General McLaws, in 
person, ordered me to move forward in line to the support of Major 
General Stuart, on our extreme left. Immediately the order was 
given, " By company into line," followed by " Forward into line," 
both of which movements were executed in the presence of the enemy, 
uuder a fire occasioning severe loss in killed and wounded. The bri- 
gade advanced steadily for two hundred yards under fire before the 
order was given to commence firing. This order was then given, at 
long range for most of our'arms, for the purpose of encouraging qjjr 
troops and disconcerting the enemy. The troops, it is true, needed 
little encouragement. Their officers had already inspired them with 
enthusiasm, and they continued to advance with vivacity. The effect 
on the enemy's fire, of the order to the regiments of the brigade that 
had formed in line, to commence firing, was distinctly visible in the 
diminished numbers of killed and wounded. The enemy at first met 
our advance by a corresponding one. Our troops continued to press 
nteadily forward, pouring a deadly fire into his ranks, and he, after 
advancing an hundred yards, gave way, and we continued to drive 
him from position to position, through wood and field, for a mile, ex- 
pending not less than forty rounds of ammunition. My brigade was 
thrown farther to the front than the troops on my right by about three 
hundred yards, and, for a time, was exposed to a terrible front and 
enfilading fire, inflicting great loss. 

It gives me satisfaction to be enabled to state tha* my brigade 
fought under an inspiration of enthusiasm which impelled the men 
forward with the confidence of victory. Had it been possible to have 
strengthened it by a supporting force of two or three thousand men, 
there was not then, nor is there now, a doubt in my mind but that the 
enemy's right, though in vastly superior numbers, would have been 
driven upon his centre, and both in confusion on his left, utterly 
routing him. The victory, though decisive, would thus have been 
rendered signal, and the enemy's lines broken and dispersed. 
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The loss in killed and wounded was, of the fi fey -thirl Georgia vol- 
unteers, thirty per cent., thirty -second Virginia, forty fiva pjr cent., 
tenth Georgia, fifty-seven per cent., fifteenth Virginia, fifcy-cight n«z 
cent., detailed statements of which are herewith submitted. Tn/dis- 
parity in the loss of some of the companies of the sima regiment is 
very marked. Three of the four regimental commanders were 
wounded. Lieutenant Colonel Sloan, commanding fifcy- third Gborgia, 
fell, it was then supposed, mortally wounded, while gillamly leading 
his regiment forward into line on the extreme left of the brig tde. 
The regimental commanders displiyed conspicuous gillunry, and, by 
their example, inspired their commands with the confi tance of posi- 
tive success. Troops never fought more persistently, intelligently, 
and with more valor. 

My staff, Lieutenant Briggs, aid-de-camp, and Lieutenants Redd 
and Cody, volunteer aids, were present during the entire action, and 
were more exposed, if possible, than any of the troop ] — -being ofcen 
employed in bearing orders to different parts of my line, and to com- 
manders of other troops in the vicinity, displaying coolness and gal- 
lantry of the highest order — and all escaping untouched except Lieu- 
tenant Redd, who received a slight wound on the body from a spent 
bullet. Calling for a staff officer to bear an order to tne regiment on 
the left, none being at hand, Captain Henley, A. C.S., thirty -second 
Virginia, who had been shot through the arm, but refused to quit the 
field, offered himself to become the bearer, which was declined on 
account of his wound. Whereupon, stating that his Hound was slight 
and that he was not disabled, he wis allowed to proceed. While 
doing so, he fell, severely wounded, pierced with two bullets. This is 
only a prominent example of many acts of signal daring and valor 
displayed on that bloody and memorable field by officers and men of 
all the regiments. 

After the enemy was thus driven back and the fire of his small 
arms had for some time entirely ceased, the troops, having been under 
an incessant musketry and artillery fire for two hours and twenty 
minutes, were so thoroughly exhausted and their ammuniriomso nearly 
expended as to render necessary the order to retire for the purpose of 
reforming and obtaining a fresh supply of ammunition. lleinaining 
myself an hour longer in front, with Lieutenant Davis and six men of 
the tenth Georgia volunteers, I then withdrew and reported to Major 
General MeLaws, who ordered my brigade to be reassembled in 
reserve. Thirty-six prisoners, including a lieutenant c> lonel and first 
lieutenant, were captured at a farm house, the most adv meed position 
held by my brigade, which was some hundreds of yards in advfhceof 
the other portions of our line of battle. 

The reports of regimental commanders are herewith submitted, to 
which reference is respectfully asked for further details. 

Manly's battery was detached from my command during the battle. 
His report is herewith submitted. 

I am, Major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PAUL J. SEMMES, 

Brigadier General, 



350 

Headquarter? Semmes' Brigade, Oct, 27, 1862 

Major J. M. Goggin, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Major : In answer to the inquiry by Major General Longstreet, as 
to the number of colors lost by our troops in the battles in Maryland, 
I have the honor to state that- no colors were lost by the regiments of 
this brigade. 

Jn the battle of Sharpsburg the color *of the fifty-third Georgia 
received two shots ; that of the fifteenth Virginia ten, and tho pike 
was once cut in two, two color-bearers were wounded and one qf the 
color-guard was killed and one wounded; the color of the thirty- 
second Virginia received seventeen shots, and the pike was once cut 
in two, and one of the color-guard killed; the color of the tenth 
Georgia received forty-six shots, and the pike was once hit and twice 
cut in two, one color-bearer and one of the color-guard were killed, 
and one color-bearer and one of the color-guard wounded. 

These facts were not incorporated in the report of the operations 
of this brigade in the battle of Sharpsburg. It is, therefore, respect- 
fully submitted that this communication be regarded as a supplement 
to that report. 

I am, Major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PAUL J. SEMMES, 
Brigadier General. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL BARKSDALE OF BAT- 
TLE OF SHARPSBURG. 

Headquarters Barksdale's Brig\de, A. N. V., ) 
Camp Lee, October 12, 1862. J 

Major J. M. Goggin : 

A. A. General, Mc Laws'* Division : 

Major: On the morning of the 13th of September I marched, at 
daylight, to Brownsville, where it was supposed the enemy designed 
making an attack upon our troops. After I reached that place, it 
was discovered that the enemy had disappeared, and the whole com- 
mand was ordered to rejoin the main army. We reached its vicinity, 
in the neighborhood of Sharpsburg, about nine o'clock on the morning 
of the 17th. The battle was then, and had been raging for several 
hours. It is proper for me to say that a portion of my men had fallen 
by the wayside from loss of sleep and excessive fatigue, having been 
constantly on duty for five or six days, and on the march for almost 
the whole of the two preceding nights, and that I went into the fight 
with less than eight hundred men. About ten o'clock I formed a line of 
battle in an open field, which was at that time being raked by a terri- 
ble fire of grape and canister from the enemy's artillery. Kershaw 
was on my right and Semmes on my left. I at once, in accordance 
with your orders, advanced upon the enemy, w^o occupied the woods 
immediately in frontj and from which they had just driven a portion 
o^our forces. In a few moments I engaged them, and, after firing 
several volleys into their ranks, drove them through the woods and 
into an open field beyond, and compelled them to abandon their artil- 
lery on the hill. At this point I discovered that a very large force of 
the ene.my were attempting to flank me on the left. I therefore 
ordered the eighteenth and thirteenth to wheel in that direction, and 
not only succeeded in checking the movement they were making, but 
put them to flight, and pursued them for a considerable distance. As 
we advanced, the ground was covered with the dead and wounded of the 
enemy. I did not deem it prudent, however, without more support, 
to advance further, and I therefore ordered these regiments 10 fall 
back to the woods in front of my first position. The seventeenth and 
twenty-first pusued the enemy across the open field, when, perceiving 
a very strong force moving to the right and attempting to flank them, 
and all of our forces having retired from that part of tbe field, they 
fell back, under protection of a stone fence, in good order. About 
two o'clock I advanced with the entire brigade and occupied the 
battle-ground over which we had passed in the morning, General 
Ransom being on my right and General Early on my left, and con- 
tinned to hold it until the night of the 18th, when, by your orders, I 
joined the column of the main army, when it retired across the 
Potomac. 

To both officers and men much credit is due for the courage and 
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daring they exhibited throughout the engagement. Major Campbell, 
commanding the eighteenth regiment, was seriously wounded, and 
taken from the field, while nobly leading his regiment in the fight 
Lieutenant Colonel McElroy, of the thirteenth regiment, although 
wounded, remained in command of his regiment until the battle 
ceased. Lieutenant Colonel Fizer, of the seventeenth, and Captain 
Sims, of the twenty-first, were conspicuous for the coolness and gal- 
lantry with which they handled their respective commands. Tc 
Colonel Humphries, of the twenty-first, and* Lieutenant Colonel Luse, 
of the eighteenth, who reached the field just as the battle was closing, 
I am under peculiar obligations. Their timely presence not only 
cheered and animated their own regiment, but the entire brigade. 
Jiieutenant J. A. Barksdale, of my staff, was prompt and fearless iu 
the execution of all orders. Surgeons Austin, of the thirteenth. 
Green, of the seventeenth, Griffin, of the eighteenth, and Hill, of the 
twenty-first, were faithful and energetic in their attention to the 
wounded. 

I close this report with the remark, that my command did its duty 
upon the ensanguined field of Sharpsburg. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. BARKSDALE, 
Brigadier General, commanding Brigade. 
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REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL KERSHAW OF BATTLE 
OF SIIARPSBURG. 

Headquarters Kershaw's Brigade, McLaws' Division, ) 
Near Winchester, Va, 9 October 9, 1862. \ 

To Major James M. Goggin, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Major : In obedience to orders from division headquarters, I have 
the honor to transmit a report of the operations of my command at 
the battle of Shurpsburg. Owing to the exigencies of the service, 
my command were without their usual supply of subsistence from 
Monday morning, the 13th September, until the night of the 17th. 
They were also under arms or marching nearly the whole of the 
nights of Monday and Tuesday, arriving at Sharpsburg at daylight 
on Wednesday morning, the 17th of September. As a consequence, 
many had become exhausted and fallen out on the wayside, and all 
were worn and jaded. About nine o'clock, we were ordered forward 
to the relief of General Jackson's- forces, then engaged on the left, 
in the wood in rear of the church. The Georgia and Mississippi- 
brigades were formed in a ploughed field to the right and rear of the 
wood, my brigade in their rear in the same field. The enemy was 
discovered in the wood advancing towards its right face, where some 
of our guns had been abandoned before our arrival. Perceiving this,, 
Major General McLaws directed me to occupy that part of the wood 
in advance of them, while our lines were being formed. For this 
purpose I ordered forward, at double quick, Colonel Kennedy's second 
South Carolina regiment, to march by a flank to the extreme point of 
the wood, then, by the front, to enter it. Before the head of the re- 
giment had reached the point, and when entangled in a rail fence, 
the enemy opened fire upon them from a point net more than sixty, 
yards distant. They promptly faced to the front and returned the 
fire so rapidly as to drive the enemy almost immediately. At the 
same time the brigades of Cobb and Barksdale (now on their left) ad- 
vanced to their support. I then hurried up my three remaining regi- 
ments, (the eighth, Lieutenant Colonel Hoole ; seventh, Colonel 
Aiken, and third, Colonel Nance,) and conducted them to the right of 
Colonel Kennedy, who, by this time, had advanced beyond the wood 
and to the left of the church, driving the enemy. I then ordered 
Read's battery to a position on the hill to the right of the wood, and 
sent in Colonel Manning, who reported to me on the field with Walk- 
er's brigade, to the right of my brigade. Our troops made constant 
progress, for some time, along the whole line, driving in column after 
column of the enemy. Colonel Aiken's regiment approached within 
thirty yards of one of the batteries, driving the men from the guns, 
and only gave way when enfiladed by a new battery, placed in posi- 
tion near them, leaving Major White dead, and one-half their men 
killed or wounded upon the field. Abut this time the enemy was ? 
23 
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heavily reinforced and our line fell back to the wood, which was never 
afterwards U«ken from U3. Read's battery, having suffered greatly in 
the less of men and horses, was withdrawn, by my order, when the 
infantry fell back. The lines were reorganized behind the fences, 
near where they entered the fight, and their exhausted cartridge 
boxes replenished. Later in the day we moved to the left of General 
Early's command, which occupied the wood to the left of the church, 
where we retrained until ordered to move across the river, on Thurs- 
day night, the 1 8th of September. I deem it proper to state that I 
left two companies on picket, in front of our lines, when we marched, 
under command of Captain Nance, of the third regiment, with in- 
structions to remain until relieved by the cavalry. After daylight, 
tiext morning, Captain Nance, not having been relieved, perceived 
the enemy advancing in line of battle, and brought off his men in 
safety and good order, passing the cavalry pickets some distance in 
bis rear. * 

1 cannot too highly commend to your notice the gallant conduct of 
the troops of my command. The eighth regiment carried in but forty- 
five men, rank and file, and lost twenty-three officers and men. The 
second regiment were the first to attack and drive the enemy. Col- 
onel Kennedy was painfully wounded in the first charge and was sent, 
by myself, from the field. After our lines were first driven back, 
under command of Major Gaillard, they rallied and broke a fresh line 
of battle that attempted to follow them. Th3 third regiment, led by 
its efficient commander, twice changed front on the field, in magnifi- 
cent order, and, after twice driving the enemy, retired with the pre- 
cision of troops on review. The seventh, led by Colonel Aiken, 
trailed their progress to the cannon's mouth with the blood of their 
bravest, and, when borne back by resistless force, rallied the remnant 
left under command" of Captain John S. Ilard, the senior surviving 
officer. * Colonel Aiken was most dangerously wounded. Every officer 
and raan in the color company was either killed or wounded, and their 
total loss one hundred and forty, out of two hundred and sixty-eight 
men carried in. The colors of this regiment, shot from the staff, 
formed the winding-sheet of the last man of the color company, at 
the extreme point reached by our troops that day. Major White, 
whose death we lament, was a most gallant and accomplished officer, 
of elevated character and noble principles. No braver or better sol- 
dier survives him. Read's battery performed the moat important ser- 
vice in a position of great danger. Second Lieutenant J. D. Parkman 
was killed on the field, gallantly discharging his duty. One gun was 
disabled and abandoned, and so many horses as to render it necessary 
to bring off their pieces severally. The acts of individual heroism 
performed on this memorable day are so numerous that regimental 
commanders have not attempted to particularize them. I am, as 
usual, greatly indebted to Captain Holmes, A. A. G., and Lieutenant 
Boby, A. D. C, of my staff, for intelligent and efficient assistance in 
carrying orders to all parts of the field. They were everywhere, ex- 
posed, with characteristic courage. Privates Baron and Seas, order- 
lies, were also with me in the field, bearing themselves with courage 



and intelligence. The latter had his horse shot in three places, 
hare already transmitted a statement of our losses. 
I am, Major, yery respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. B. KERSHAW, 
Brigadier General commanding, 



REPORT OF COLONEL WOFFORD, COMMANDING TEXAS 
BRIGADE, OF BATTLE OF SIIARPSBURG. . 



Headquarters Texas Brigade, September 29, 1862. 

Captain W. H. Sellers, 

Assistant Adjutant Generai : 

Sir: I have the honor to report the part performed by this com- 
mand in the engagements on the evening of the 1 6th and throughout 
the day of the 17th instant, at Sharpsburg, Maryland. Without 
referring to the various positions which we occupied after halting on 
the field, on the morning of the loth instant, our division being in 
rear of the army from Boonsboro' mountain, this brigade was moved 
from in front of Sharpsburg, on the evening of the 15th, to the right 
and in front of Mumma church ; this being the left of our line, and 
where the main and most of the fighting had taken place on the 17th 
instant. While we were moving to this position, the enemy opened 
a heavy fire upon us from their long-range guns, which was continued 
after we were in position, and resulted in the wounding of one lieu- 
tenant and one soldier in the fourth Texas regiment. We remained 
in this position the balance of the day and night of the 15th, and 
until late in the evening of the 16th, when we were ordered by Gen- 
eral Hood to move by the left flank, through the open field in front of 
the church, and to its left, about seven hundred yafcis, to meet the 
enemy, who, it was then ascertained, had commenced to cross An- 
tietam creek to our left. We there formed lino of battle, and moved 
up to a corn-field in our front, and awaited the advance of the enemy, 
who had by this time opened upon us a brisk fire of shot and shell 
from some pieces of artillery which they had placed in position imme- 
diately in our front, and to the left of our lines, wounding one officer 
and some dozen men. I feel it due to truth to state that the enemy 
were informed of our position by the firing of a half a dozen shots 
from a little battery of ours on the left *of the brigade, which hastily 
beat a retreat as soon as their guns opened upon us. While our line 
of battle rested upon the corn-field, Captain Turner, commanding the 
fifth* Texas, which, was on our right, had been moved forward into 
some woods, where he met a part of our skirmishers, driven in by the 
■enemy, whom he engaged, and finally drove back, with the loss of one 
man. Our skirmishers, consisting of one hundred men, under the 
•command of Captain Martin, of the fourth Texas, who had been 
moved into the woods in front and to the left of the fifth Texas, were 
hotly engaged with the enemy, but held their ground until they had 
expended all their cartridges, and then fell into cur line of battle 
about nine o'clock at night; about which time we were relieved by 
•General Jjawtoa's brigade, and were withdrawn from the field to the 
woods in rear of Mumma church, for the purpose of cooking rations, 
our men not having received any regular allowance in three days. It 
was now evident that the enemy had effected a crossing entirely to 
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our left, and that he would make the attack on thai wing early in the 
morning, moving his forces over and placing them in position daring 
the night. 

At three o'clock, on the morning of the 17th, the picket firing was 
very heavy, and at daylight the battle was opened. Our brigade was 
moved forward at sunrise to the support of General Lawton, who had 
relieved us the night before. Moving forward in line of battle in the 
regular order of regiments, the brigade proceeded through the woods 
into the open field towards the corn-field, where the left encountered 
the first line of the enemy. Seeing the Hampton legion and eigh- 
teenth Georgia moving slowly forward, but rapidly firing, I rode 
hastily to them, urging them forward, when I saw two full regiments, 
one in their front and the other partly to their left. Perceiving at 
once that they were in' danger of being cut off, I ordered tho^first 
Texas to move by the left flank to their relief, which they did in a 
rapid and gallant manner. By this time, the enemy on our left hav- 
ing commenced falling back, the first Texas pressed them rapidly to 
their guns, which now poured into them a fire on their right flank, 
centre and left flank, from three different batteries, before which their 
well-formed line wa3 cut down and scattered, being two hundred yards 
in front of our line, their situation wa3 mo3t critical. Riding back 
to the left of our line, I found the fragment of the eighteenth Georgia 
regiment in front of the extreme right battery of the enemy, located 
on the pike running by the church, which now opened upon our 
thinned ranks a most destructive lire ; the men and officers were gal- 
lantly shooting down the gunners, and for a moment silenced them. 
At this time the enemy's fire was most terrific, their first line of in- 
fantry having been driven back to their guns, which now opened a 
furious fire, together with their second line of infantry, upon our 
thinned and almost annihilated ranks. By this time, our brigade 
having suffered so greatly tha^t I was satisfied they could neither ad- 
vance or hold their position much longer without reinforcements, 
riding back, to make known to General Hood our condition, I met 
with you, to whom I imparted this information. By this time our 
lino commenced giving way, when I ordered them back, under cover 
of the woods, to the' left of the church, where we halted and waited for 
support. None arriving, after some time, the enemy commenced 
advancing in full force. Seeing the hopelessness and folly of making 
a stand with our shattered brigade, and a remnant from other com- 
mands, the men being greatly exhausted, and many of them out of 
ammunition, I determined to fall back to a fence in our rear, where 
we met the long-looked for reinforcements, and at the same time 
received an order from General Hood to fall back further to the rear,, 
to rest and collect our men. After resting a short time, we were 
moved back to the woods in rear of the church, from where we ad- 
vanced to-the fight in the morning, which position we held until late 
in the evening, when we were moved, by the right flank, in the direc- 
tion of Sharpsburg, to a place near the centre of our line, where we 
remained during that night and next day, and until the recrossing of 
the Potomac by our army was ordered. During the engagement of 
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the brigade, on the 17th instant, I was drawn to the left of our line, 
as it first engaged the enemy, who had succeeded in flanking us on tho 
left, and, to escape from being surrounded, changed the direction to 
left oblique, thus causing large intervals between the regiments on 
the lefc and right of the line. The fifth Texas, under the command 
of Captain Turner, moved with spirit across the field, and occu- 
pied the woods on our right, where it met the enemy and drove them 
and held them back until their ammunition wa3 exhausted, and then 
fell back to the woods, with the balance of the brigade. The fourth 
Texas regiment, which in our line of battle was between the fifth and 
first Texas, was moved by General Hood to the extreme left of our 
line on the pike road, covering our flank by holding the enemy in 
check. This brigade went into the action numbering eight hundred 
anc^, fifty-four, and lost, in killed, wounded and missing, five hundred 
and sixty — over one-half. 

We have to mourn the loss of Majors Dale, of the first Texas, and 
Dingle, of Hampton's legion, two gallant officers, who fell in the 
thickest of the fight. Also Captains Tompkins and Smith, ar^d 
Lieutenant Exum, of Hampton's legion ; Lieutenants Underwood and 
.Cleaveland, of the eighteenth Georgia ; Lieutenants Huffman, Rus- 
sell, Waterhouse, Patton and Thompson, of the first Texas. These 
brave officers all fell while gallantly leading their small bands on an 
enemy five times their number. They deserved a better fate than to 
have been, as they were, sacrificed for the want of proper support. 
The enemy, besides being permitted to cross the creek with scarcely 
any resistance to our left, were allowed to place their artillery in po- 
sition during the night, not only without annoyance, but without our 
knowledge. 

Without specially naming the officers and men, who stocd firmly at 
their post during tho whole of this terrible conflict, I feel pleased to 
bear testimony, with few exceptions,^ the gallantry of the whole 
brigade. They fought desperately ; their conduct was never sur- 
passed. Fragments of. regiments as they were, they moved boldly 
upon and drove before them the crowded lines of the enemy up to 
their cannon's mouth, and, with a heroism unsurpassed, fired upon 
their gunners, desperately struggling before yielding, which they 
had never been forced to do before. 

I herewith transmit the reports of Captain Turner, commanding tho 
fifth Texas regiment; Lieutenant .Colonel Carter, commanding the 
fourth Texas ; Lieutenant Colonel Work, commanding the first Texas ; 
Lieutenant Colonel Ruff, commanding the eighteenth Georgia, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Gary, commanding Hampton's legion. 
Respectfully submitted, 

W. S. W r OFFORD, 
Colonel commanding Brigade. 



REPORT OFDOLONEL STAFFORD, COMMANDING SECOND 
LOUISIANA BRIGADE. 

Headquarters Ninth Regiment Louisiana Volunteers, ) 
Camp near Port Royal, Va., January 21, 1863. > 

Brigadier General William B. Taliaferro, 

Commanding Jackson's Division : , 

General : I have the honor, herewith, t6 submit the following 
report. The brigade, consisting of the first, second, ninth, tenth, 
fifteenth, and Coppens' battalion Louisiana volunteers, reported near 
Gordonsville, on or about the 12th August, 1S62, and was assigned 
to duty in the division of Major General T. J. Jackson. Being the 
senior colonel in the brigade, the command devolved upon me. I had 
command but one week, when Brigadier General W. E. Starke re- 
ported for duty and took command. Shortly after Brigadier General 
Starke's arrival, we took up the line of march and continued it until 
we reached the ford on the Rappahannock, near Brandy Station, on 
or about the 21st August, at which period we found the enemy 
strongly posted on the opposite bank. On the morning of the 22nd 
we resumed the march, and crossed the Rappahannock at Major's 
mill, on Hazel fork, on the 25th ; passed through Thoroughfare Gap 
on the morning of the 2?th, and reached Manassas the same day. 
That night w r e fell back, and took position near the little farm called 
GrOveton. On the afternoon of the 28th, the enemy appearing in 
sight, we formed our line of battle on the crest of the hill overlooking 
Groveton, and awaited his attack. The battle commenced at five 
o'clock, P. M., and lasted until nine o'clock, P. M., resulting in the 
repulse of the enemy, we holding the battle-ground. In this engage- 
ment, the Brigadier General commanding the division receiving a 
severe wound, the command of the division devolved upon Brigadier 
General W. E. Starke, and the command of the brigade fell upon me. 
On the morning of the 29th, being in reserve, we were not thrown 
forward until about twelve o'clock, at which time we received an order 
to charge. Driving the enemy before us, we again fell back to our 
position, remaining in it during the night. On the morning of tho 
SDth, Brigadier General W. E. Starke ordered me to send half of one 
of ray regiments forward and occupy the railroad cut as a point of 
observation, to be held at all hazards. About eight o'clock, in the 
morning, the en r my commenced throwing forward large bodies of 
skirmishers into the woods on our left, who quickly formed themselves 
into regiments and moved forward by brigade to the attack, and mass- 
ing a large body of troop3 at this point, with the evident design of 
forcing us from our position. They made repeated charges on ua 
while in this position, but were compelled to retire in confusion, sus« 
taming heavy loss and gaining nothing. It was at this point that the 
ammunition of the brigade gave out ; the men procured some from 
the dead bodies of their comrades, but the supply was not sufficient, 
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and, in the absence of ammunition, the men fought with rocks and 
held their position. The enemy retreated, and we pressed forward to 
the turnpike road, there halted and camped for the aight. On the 
31st we took up the line of march, and, on the 1st of September, at 
Chantilly, we again met the enemy and repulsed them. We resumed 
our line of march; passed through Dranesville and Leesburg; 
crossed the Potomac on the 5th September, passed through Frederick 
City, Maryland, and camped two miles beyond. Recrossed the Poto- 
mac on the 11th of September at Williamsport, passed through Mar- 
tinsburg, thence to Harper's Ferry, and took part in the reduction of 
• that place. Crossed the Potomac at Shepherdstown on the 16th of 
'September, and the same evening formed line of battle, slept on our 
arms and in position, near Sharpsburg, Maryland. Early on the 
morning of the 17th the engagement became general, continuing 
throughout the day, the brigade sustaining its part. It was in thi3 
battle that Brigadier General W. E Starke fell, while gallantly lead- 
ing his command. Remained in line of battle all night of the 17th ; 
remained in position on the day of the 18th; recrossed the Potomac, 
near Shepherdstown, on the morning of the 19th; held in reserve on 
'the 20th ; went into camp, near Martinsbuig, on the 21st; remained 
.in camp until the 2Sth, and moved to Bunker Hill on or about the 
5th of October. My command, the ninth regiment Louisiana volun- 
teers, was transferred from Starke's brigade to that commanded by 
Brigadter General Harry T. Hays. No report of casualties has been 
received from Coppen's battalion, Captain Raine's and Captain 
Brockenbrough's batteries. Enclosed find list of casualties of the 
'first, second, ninth, tenth and fifteenth regiments Louisiana volun- 
teers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. A. STAFFORD, 
Colonel commanding Brigade. 



REPORT OF COLONEL McRAE, COMMANDING GAR- 
LAND'S BRIGADE, OF BATTLE OF SHARPSBURG. 



Headquarters Garland's Brigape, Oct. 20, 18C2. 

Major: I submit the following report of the action of the brigade 
in the battle of 17th September, near Sbarpsburg: 

The brigade was moved from its position on the Hagerstown road 
to the support of Colquitt's, which was then about engaging the 
enemy on our left and front. This was about ten o'clock. We moved 
by the left flank until we reached a point near the woods ; where line 
of battle was formed and the advance begun. Some confusion ensued 
from conflicting orders. When the brigade crossed the fence it was 
halted and formed and again advanced. Coming in sight of the enemy, 
the firing was commenced steadily, with good will and from an excel- 
lent position. But, unaccountably to me, an order was given to cease 
firing, that General Ripley's brigade was in front. This produced 
great confusion, and, in the midst of it, a force of the enemy appear- 
ing on the right, it commenced to break and a general panic ensued. 
It was in vain that the field and most of the company officers exerted 
themselves to allay it. The troops left the field in confusion, the 
field officers, company officers and myself bringing up the rear. Sub- 
sequently several portions of the brigade, under Colonel Iverson, 
Captain Garnett and others, were rallied and brought into action, 
rendering useful service. I refer to their general reports for this 
conduct, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. F. McRAE, 
Colonel commanding Brigade. 



REPORT OF COLONEL PENDLETON, COMMANDING 
STARKE'S BRIGADE, OF OPERATIONS IN MARY- 
LAND. . 



Headquarters Starke's Brigade, ) 
Camp near Martinsbwg, October 20, 1882. ) 

Lieutenant Mann Page, 

A. A. A. General First Division, Jacksorts Corps : 

Lieutenant: In obedience to the order of Lieutenant General 
Jackson, requiring of brigade commanders reports of the participa- 
tion of their commands in the late engagements with the enemy, I 
have the honor to submit the following statement of the part taken 
by this brigade in the capture of Harper's Ferry and the immediate 
following battle of Sharpsburg, Maryland: 

Having marched from Martinsburg about dawn on the morning of 
the 1 3th September, we reached the vicinity of Bolivar Heights, 
where the enemy was strongly entrenched, shortly after noon on the 
same daPjr and bivouacked on the Charlestown road, just beyond the 
range of his guns, until two o'clock the next day. At that hour we 
were ordered to move by an unfrequentented road, to our left and 
almost at right angles with the Charlestown road, to a position nearer 
the Potomac, supporting the Baltimore-battery of light artillery, com- 
manded by Captain Brockenbrough and attached to this brigade, 
which opened upon the enemy and continued its fire until dark, the 
enemy responding, but without damage to us. At 8 o'clock, P. M., 
when darkness entirely concealed the movement, we were ordered to 
move forward in close proximity to the Potomac and within close 
range of the enemy's artillery; in obedience to which order, we 
silently occupied a wooded ridge overlooking the river and along the 
crest of which a road leads directly to the enemy's fortified position. 
The brigade being formed in line across and at right angles with the 
course of the ridge, we lay upon our arm3 till nearly daylight — the 
quietude of the night being unbroken save by a sharp musketry fire of a 
few minutes duration in fiont of our right and a few hundred yards dis- 
tant, which proved to have occurred between two regiments of the 
enemy on picket duty, who had mutually mistaken each other for foes. 
Shortly before dawn we resumed our position of the evening before, 
again supporting the Baltimore battery, which reopened its fire and 
delivered a few telling shots, some of them, I regret to say, after the 
besieged hoisted the white flag. It i3 but justice, however, "to add 
that from the position we occupied the flag was imperceptible, nor 
were we aware of the surrender until a message was received from 
the Major General commanding directing a cessation of the fire. 

It gives me pleasure to be able to say that not a single casuaity of 
any kind is to be reported in this brigade on that occasion, although 
the result was so glorious to our arms. 
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Battle of Sharpsburg. 

Having previously cooked two days' rations, wo left our bivouac, 
near Bolivar Heights, on Tuesday, the 16th September, at two an<i-a- 
half o'clock, A. M., and took up the line of march by way of Shep- 
herdstown, again crossed the Potomac, and halted about noon in tho 
vicinity and to the southwest of the town of Sharpsburg, Md., where 
we rested in line of battle till near sunset, at which timo we resumed 
our line of march, and moved forward about a mile to take the position 
assignee} to us on the extreme left, preparatory to the anticipated 
combat of the next morning. In doing so we encountered the shells 
from three of the enemy's batteries, and had the misfortune, about 
dark, to lose several of our number, amongst whom was the gallant 
young Gordon, lieutenant in the ninth Louisiana regiment, and acting 
assistant adjutant general of the brigade, who was killed by a shell, 
which cut off both his legs at the thigh. 

Under command of Brigadier General Starke, who remained with 
us constantly, we lay upon our arms all night, throwing out a line of 
skirmishers in front and to the left. During the early part of the 
night we were much disturbed by several of the enemy's batteries, 
which, crossing their fire, cut the tree top3 over our heads, tnd our 
rest was broken at intervals during the whole night by occasional and 
spirited firing between the skirmishers. At the break of day on the 17th, 
the artillery reopened, and the rapidly increasing rattle of musketry 
notified us of the commencement of the general engagement with a foe 
vastly superior to us in numbers and confident of an easy victory. 
Our men, although much worn down with long and rapid marches and 
but recently from the bloody field of Manassas, were again ready to 
meet our boastful enemy with undaunted front, and when, at seven 
o'clock, A. M., the order «« forward" was given, it was heard with 
enthusiasm and obeyed with alacrity from one end of the brigade to 
the other. We had scarcely emerged from the woods in which we 
had rested during the night, when we found ourselves face to face 
with the enemy, heavily massed and within close musket range. StilK 
we charged forward in the face of a murderous fire, which thinned 
our ranks at every step, until our progress was arrested by a lane, on 
either side of which was a high staked fence, stretching along our 
whole front, to pass which, under the circumstances, was an impossi- 
bility. The men, being formed along this fence, kept up an accurate 
and well sustained fire, which visibly told upon the enemy's ranks, 
and although we suffered greatly as well from musketry in front as 
from a battery on our left, which enfiladed us with grape and canister, 
still not a man was seen to flinch from the conflict. By some mistake 
or misapprehension, the troops which were intended, as I have since 
been informed, to support us on the left, failed to get in position as early 
as was expected, and, our left being unprotected, we were about to be 
outflanked, when the order to retire was given and obeyed — the men 
withdrawing in tolerable order and fighting as they fell back. It was 
in this early part of the engagement that our brave and chivalric 
leader, Brigadier General William E. Starke, loved and honored by 
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every man under his command, fell, pierced by three minie balls, 
and was carried from the field in a dying condition^, surviving his 
wounds but an hour. 

The enemy, flushed with their supposed success in the first onset, 
rent the air with shouts and pressed upon us with redoubled energy. 
Their exultation, however, was but short-lived. The command of the 
brigade having devolved upon Colonel L. A. Stafford, of the ninth 
Louisiana, he lost no time in reforming our somewhat disordered line, 
when, other troops coming to our support, we gathered our strength 
for a fresh charge upon the rapidly advancing and exulting foe, and, 
with a determination to win or die, hurled ourselves against his lines 
with an impetus which first staggered, then drove him flying from the 
field, and leaving behind him hundreds of his dead and wounded. 
The enemy being thus completely repulsed on his right, did not again 
offer to renew the combat on that portion of his lines during the day. 
Later in the day the brigade was again called out to support a bat- 
tery, when, in consequence of a severe contusion of the foot received 
by Colonel Stafford early in the action, which prevented his taking the 
field, the command devolved upon the undersigned. Those who had 
passed unharmed through the severe conflict of the morning evinced 
again their readiness to meet the foe by promptly taking the field, 
though they were not again called upon to fire a gun. 

I beg leave to. speak in the highest terms of the gallantry and fear- 
lessness displayed by Colonel L. A. Stafford, of the ninth Louisiana 
regiment, who commanded the brigade in the morning. Colonel J. 
M. Williams, commanding the second Louisiana regiment, was severely 
wounded by a minie ball, which passed through his chest, whilst gal- 
lantly leading his regiment in the first charge. Lieutenant Colonel 
M. Nolan, of the first Louisiana, painfully wounded in the leg, 
remained at his post during the fight, commanding his regiment with 
coolness and bravery. The tenth Louisiana was commanded in the 
engagement by Captain Henry D. Morrill, who faithfully discharged 
the duty devolved upon him. It is a noteworthy fact that not a single 
field officer in the brigade, who was on duty on that day, escaped 
untouched. I was so fortunate as to escape with only a slight contusion 
of the ankle from a spherical case shot which passed between my feet. 
When all did their duty so heroically, it would seem almost invidious to 
mention particular names ; but/bn some other occasion which shall seem 
opportune, it will give me pleasure to mention the names of those 
ollicers who merit special notice. A list of the casualties in the dif- 
ferent regiments composing this brigade has been heretofore fur- 
nished. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDMOND PENDLETON, 
• Colonel Fifteenth Louisiana Regiment, commanding Brigade. 
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REPORT OF COLONEL WALTON OF BATTLE OF RAPPA- 
HANNOCK STATION. 

Headquarters Artillery Corps, Right Wing, ) 
Department Northern Virginia, August 25, 1864. > 

Major ; I have the honor to report that, in obedience to an order 
received from Major General Longstreet, on the evening of the 22nd 
instant, accompanied by Major J. J. Garnett, chief of artillery on the 
staff of Brigadier General D. R. Jones, and Captain C. W. Squiers, 
commanding the first company of Washington artillery, I made a 
reconnoissance of the position of the enemy in the vicinity of 
Beverly's ford and Rappahannock Station, on the Rappahannock 
river, Df.ith the view, as instructed, to place the long-range guns 
under my command in position to open upon the enemy's batteries 
early on the following morning. 

Having, during the night, made all necessary preparation, at day- 
break, on the morning of the 23rd, I placed in position on the left, at; 
Beverly's ford, Captain Miller's battery, Washington artillery, four 
light twelve-pounder Napoleon guns ; a section of two ten-pounder 
Parrott guns, under Captain Rogers, and one ten-pounder Parrots 
gun, under Captain Anderson ; and on the hill in front of General 
I). R. Jones' headquarters, on the right, Captain Squiers' battery 
Washington artillery, four three-inch rifles ; Captain Stribling's bat- 
tery, one three-inch rifle and three light twelve pounder Napoleon 
guns; a section of Captain Chapman's battery, one three-inch rifle 
and one light twelve-pounder Napoleon gun, under Lieutenant 
Chapman; and two Blakely guns of Captain Maurin's battery, under' 
Lieutenant Landry. The heavy fog prevailing obscured the -opposite 
bank of the river and the enemy's positions entirely from view until 
about six o'clock, A. M., at which hour, the 3im having partially 
dispelled the fog, I opened fire from Captain Miller's battery* u port, a 
battery of long-range guns of the enemy, directly in front, at a 
range of about one thousand yards. By previous arrangement, the 
batteries on the right and left of Captain Millers position -immedi- ■ 
ately opened, and the fire became general along the lino. We had 
noj; long to wait for the response of the enemy, he immediately open- 
ing upon all our positions a rapid and vigorous fire from all his bat- 
teries, some in positions until then undiscovered by us. The battery 
engaged by Captain Miller was silenced in about forty minutes, not- 
withstanding the long range guns under Captains Rogers and 
Anderson s on the left, had, shortly after the commencement of the 
engagement, been withdrawn from action and placed under shelter of 
the hill on which they had been posted, thus leaving the battery of 
the enemy, which it was intended these guns should engage, free to 
direct against Miller, and the batteries on the hill on the right, a 
most destructive enfilading fire. At this time Captain Miller changed 
position and directed his fire against this battery, when a battery, on 
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the right of that which had been silenced, opened upon him, sub- 
jecting him to a cross fire and causing him to4o3e heavily in men and 
horses. The fire was continued by Miller's battery alone on the left 
until seven o'clock, when, after consultation with General Jones, and 
the firing of the enemy having greatly slackened, I ordered him to 
retire by half battery, which was handsomely done, in good order. 
At this time Lieutenant Brewer fell, mortally wounded. The combat 
on the right was gallantly fought by the batteries there placed in po- 
sition. Captain Squiers assumed command of that part of the field, 
and won for himself renewed honors by the handsome manner in 
which he handled his batteries, and for the good judgment and cool- 
ness he displayed under the heavy fire of the enemy, to which he was 
nubjected during four hours, without intermission. I enclose here- 
with Captain Miller's report [A] and that of Captain Squiers [Bl (of 
the operations on the right) for reference and for particulars, to which 
I respectfully ask the attention of the General commanding. The 
object s>ught to be obtained by this engagement, I am happy to say, 
was fully accomplished by driving the enemy from all his position* 
before nightfall, and causing him to withdraw from our front entirely 
during the night. 1 have to lament the loss, in this engagement, of 
a zealous, brave and most efficient officer in Lieutenant Isaac W. 
Brewer, third company Washington artillery, who fell at the head of 
his section at the moment it was being withdrawn from the field, and 
of many non-commissioned officers and privates. The officers and 
men, in all the batteries engaged, are deserving the highest praise for 
their gallantry upon the field. The attention of the General com- 
manding is respectfully directed to those named particularly in the 
reports of Captains Miller and Squiers. Too much praise cannot be 
awarded to Captain Miller and his brave company for the stubborn 
and unflinching manner in which they fought the enemy's batteries, 
in such superior force and position, on the left, and to Captains 
Squiers and Stribling, and Lieutenants Landry and Chapman, on the 
right. I am indebted to Captain Middleton, of Brigadier General 
Drayton's staff, to Lieutenant Williams, of General D. R. Jones' staff, 
and to Lieutenant William M. Owen, adjutant Washington artillery, 
•all of whom were constantly with me under fire during the engage- 
ment, for their valuable assistance and zealous, fearless conduct on 
the field. There are none more brave or more deserving considera- 
tion than these gentlemen. I annex a list of casualties, [C,] and 
have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, 

J. B. WALTON, 
Colonel and Chief of Artillery, Right Wing.^ 



FwEPORT OF COLONEL WALTON OP SECOND BATTLE OF 

MANASSAS. 

Headquarters Battalion Washington Artillery, ) 
November 30th, 1862. J 

To Major G. M. Sorrei.l, 

Assistant Adjutant Central, Wight Wing, A. N. V. : 

Major: I have the honor to transmit the following report of the 
operations of the battalion of Washington Artillery, of New Orleans, 
under my command, *on the 29th, 30th and 31st August last, at and 
after the second battle of Manassas : 

On the 29th August, 1862, the four batteries composing the bat- 
talion were assigned and served as follows : The fourth company, con- 
sisting of two six-pound bronze guns, and two twelve-pound howit- 
zers, under Captain D. F. Eshleman, Lieutenants Norcom, Battles and 
Aj>ps. with Pickett's brigade ; the second company, with two six- 
pound bronze guns, and two twelve-pound howitzers, under Captain 
Richardson, Lieutenants Hawes, De Russey and Britton, with Toombs' 
brigade; the first company, with three three-inch rifle guns, under C!apt. 
0. W. Squiers, Lieutenants E. Owens, Galbraith and Brown, and the 
third company, with four light twelve -pound guns. (Napoleon,) under 
Captain M B. Miller, Lieutenants McElroy and Hero, in reserve. 

About noon, on the 29th, the two batteries in reserve having halted 
near the village of Gainesville, on the Warrenton and Ccntreville 
turnpike, were ordered forward by General Longstreet, to engage the 
enemy then in our front, and near the village of Groveton. Captains 
Miller and Squiers at once proceeded to the position indicate 1 by the 
General and opened fire upon the enemy's batterie3. Immediately 
in Captain Miller's front, he discovered a battery of the enemy, dis- 
tant about twelve hundred yards Beyond this battery, and on a more 
elevated position, w T ere posted the enemy's rifle batteries. He opened 
upon the battery nearest him, and, after a spirited eng#gem<*nt of 
three-quarters of an hour, completely silenced it and compelled it to 
leave the field. He then turned his attention to the enemy'? rifle 
batteries, and engaged them until, having exhausted his ammunition, 
he retired from the field. 

Captain Squiers, on reaching his position on the left of Captain 
Miller's battery, at once opened with his usual accuracy upon tho en- 
emy's batteries. Unfortunately, after the first fire, one of his «^uns, 
having become disabled by the blowing out of the bushing of the vent, 
was sent from the field. Captain Squiers then placed the remaining 
section of his battery under command of Lieutenant Owen, and rode 
to the left to place additional guns (that had been sent forward to his 
assistance) in position. At this time the enemy's infantry were en- 
gaged by the forces on the left of the position occupied by our batte« 
ries, and, while the enemy retreated in confusion before the charge of 
our veterans, the section under Lieutenant Owen poured a destructive 
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fire into their affrighted ranks. Scores were seen to fall, until finally 
the once beautiful line melted confusedly into the woods. The en- 
emy's artillery having withdrawn beyond our range, the section was 
ordered from the field. Both batteries, the first and third, in this ac- 
tion, fully maintained their well-earned reputation for skillful prac- 
tice and gallant behavior. With this duel ended the operations on the 
left of our line for the day-. 

The next morning, 30th August, the second company, Captain J. 
B. Richardson, was ordered forward from fts position on the Manas- 
sas Gap railroad to join its brigade, (Toombs',) then moving forward 
towards the enemy. Captain Richardson pushed forward until, arriv- 
ing near the Chinn house, he was informed that our infantry had 
charged and taken a battery near that position, but, owing to heavy 
reinforcements thrown forward by the enemy, were unable to hold it 
without the assistance of artillery. He immediately took position on 
the left of the Chinn house and opened on the enemy, who were ad- 
vancing, rapidly, in large numbers. After firing a short time, he 
moved his battery forward about four hundred yards, and succeeded 
in holding the captured battery of four Napoleons, forcing the enemy 
back and compelling a battery immediately in his front, and which 
was annoying greatly our infantry, to retire. He then turned the 
* captured guns upon their late owners, and at night brought them 
from the field, with their horses and harness. 

Captain Righardson, in his report, makes special mention for gal- 
lantry of privates J. B. Cleveland and W. W. Davis, who were the 
first to reach the captured battery, ajid, with the assistance of some 
infantry, fired nearly twenty-five rounds before being relieved by their 
comrades. Lieutenant Hawes had his horse shot under him during 
this battle. 

, While Richardson, with the second, was doing such gallant service 
near the Chinn house, Eshleman, with the fourth, with his short-range 
guns, was doing good work in the same neighborhood. Following 
his brigade, (Pickett's,) he shelled the woods in their front, while they 
advanced in line of battle against the enemy, whose skirmishers were 
seen on the^edge of the wood. Finding it would be impracticable to 
follow the brigade, owing to the broken nature of the ground, he passed 
rapidly to the right and front, going into battery and firing from every 
elevated position from which he could enfilade the enemy, until he had 
passed entirely to the right of General Jones' position. He now held 
a most desirable position, (overlooking nearly the whole space in front 
of the Chinn house,) from which his shells fell into the ranks of the 
enemy with great execution. A persistent attack on the front and 
flank drove the enemy back into the woods, and now the immense clouds 
of dust rising from the Centreville road indicated that ho was in full 
retreat. He was directed by General D. R. Jones to move forward 
and shell the wood and road, which he continued to do until directed 
by General J. E. B. Stuart to send a section of his battery to the hills 
in front of the Conrad house, to fire into a column of cavalry advanc- 
ing in his rear. The section under Lieutenant Norcom was detached, 
took position on the left of the Conrad house, and fired into the 



369 



enemy until directed to cease by General Stuart, his object having 
been accomplished. 

Thg remaining section of the battery, under Lieut. Battles, was 
then ordered by Captain Eshleman across the Sudley road, firing as 
it advanced, into the retreating enemy. At this time, Captain Estile- 
man's only support was one companj^f sixty men of General Jen- 
kins' sharpshooters, under Captain Lee. After a short interval, the 
enemy again appeared in force near the edge of the wood. Captain 
E. immediately changed his front to the left and poured into the en-, 
emy's ranks tw > rounds of canister, with deadly effect. Those not 
killed or wounded ran in disorder. After throwing a few shells into 
the woods, Captain E retired about two hundred yards to the rear, 
being unwilling to risk his section with such a meagre support. 

In a few minutes an order was brought from General Stuart di- 
recting the section to be brought again to the vicinity of the Conrad 
hou<e. It was now dark, and Captain E. kept up, from this last po- 
sition, a moderate fire until nine o'clock, in the direction of the 
Centreville road, when he was directed to retire, with Lieutenant 
Norcom's section, that had joined him on the field, and rest his men. 

Captain Eshleman, in his report, applauds highly the conduct of his 
officers, non-commissioned officers and men, to whose coolness and 
judgment he was indebted for the rapid evolutions of his battery and 
precision of his fire. 

The next day, August 3 1 , 186 3, Lieutenant Owen, with two guns of 
the first company, accompanied General Stuart, commanding cavalry, 
in pursuit of the enemy to and beyond Gerroantown. They came up 
with the enemy at several point*, driving him ahead of them and cap- 
turing five hundred prisoners. 

Captain Squiers, on the same day, with one gun, accompanied Col- 
onel .Kosser to Manassas, going in rear of the enemy, capturing a 
large amount of stores, (quartermasters' and surgical,) ambulances, 
horses, &c 

My casualties in this battle were one killed, private II. N. White, 
of second company, and nine w r ounded. 

Thus ended the operations of this battalion in this great second bat- 
tle of Manassas, fought almost on the same ground and in sight of 
the field where our guns first pealed forth a little more than a year 
before. 

I have the satisfaction, in conclusion, to say, that all the officers 
and men gave, in this important battle, renewed evidence of their de- 
votion, judgment, and cool bravery, in most trying positions, l o 
eulogy of mine can add to the reputation they so worthily enjoy, 
earned upon bloody fields. 

, I am under obligations to Lieutenant W. M. Owen, my always de- 
voted and brave adjutant, for distinguished services under fire, and to 
Coi v-Sergeant Montgomery, whom I detailed to assist me on the sev- 
eral di ys, for cool bravery and gallant deportment in carrying orders 
in fuce of the enemy, during the first and second days. 
I ha.e the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
» J. B. WALTON, Colonel commanding. 

24 



REPORT OF COLONEL WALTON OF BATTLE OF SHARPS- 

BURG. 



# 

Headquarters Battalion Washington Artillery, ; 

December 4, 1862. 4 
* 

To Major G. M. Sorrel, 

A. A. General Bight Wing, Army Northern Virginia : 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the several batteries composing the battalion of Washington 
artillery, under my command, in the engagements before Sharpsburg, 
Maryland, on the 16th and 1 7th September last: 

On the 15th September, 1862, the battalion, attached to the right 
wing of the Army of Northern Virginia, reached Sharpsburg, Mary- 
land. Here a line of battle was formed, with the Antietam in our 
front, where the forces under Generals Leo and Longstreet awaited 
the approach of McClellan's army. 

The four companies of this battalion were posted on the line as 
follows ; the first company, Captain C. W. Squiers, Lieutenants E. 
Owen, Galbraith and Brown, with two three-inch rifles and two ten- 
pounder Parrott guns, on the right of the turnpike, running through 
the centre and to the front of the town ; the third company, Cap- 
tain M. B. Miller, Lieutenants McElroy and Hero, with four twelve- 
pounder Napoleons^ to the right of Captain Squiers ; to the right of 
Captain Miller, across a ravine and in an orchard in front of General 
D. R. Jones' position, were placed the second company, Captain J. 
B. Richardson, Lieutenants Hawes, Britton and De Russey, with two 
Napoleons and two twelve pounder howitzers; and the fourth company, 
Captain B. F. Eshleman, Lieutenants Norcom, Battles and Apps, with 
two six-pounder bronze guns and two twelve-pounder howitzers. 

During the afternoon, the enemy made his appearance across the 
Antietam, and opened upon our lines with his long-range batteries. 
We did not reply, our guns not being able to reach his position. 

The next morning, (16th,) the enemy having planted some batteries 
nearer our position and becoming annoying, 1 ordered tho batteries 
to open all along our line, and engaged him in an artillery duel. This 
commenced at eleven o'clock, A, M., and ended at twenty minutes to 
twelve, a period of forty minutes ; some of his batteries were silenced, 
others we could not reach, and having no ammunition to spare, we 
ceased firing, by order of General Longstreet, and drew the guns un- 
der cover of the hill. 

Captain Squiers' battery of rifles was the only one of the battalion 
engaged in this conflict. Shortly after this, firing ceased. Captain 
Richardson, having been placed in a position to watch the bridge on 
the Antietam, in front of General Toombs' brigade, with his two 
Napoleons, opened fire with one gun upon a column of the enemy, to 
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the left of the bridge. After firing five rounds, they retired out of his 
range. 

On the morning of the 17th September, our batteries still remain- 
ing in the positions of the day before, the enemy crossed large bodies 
of infantry in front of Captain Squiers' position. They also opened 
their batteries upon him. Paying little attention to the artillery 
practice of the enemy, he quietly awaited the advance of his infantry 
and concentratei his fire upon them, and succeeded in driving them 
from view ; he then withdrew his guns and allowed the batteries of 
the enemy to expend much ammunition. Shortly afterwards, the ene- 
my advanced one regiment of infantry. Captain Squiers then turned 
all his guns and those of Garden's battery upon him, which drove him 
back ; he rallied a second time, but again he was driven behind his hill; 
here be was reinforced and advanced again ; he was again broken, but 
rallied within four hundred yards of the batteries, from which position 
he deployed skirmishers and annoyed our men with the bullets of his 
sharpshooters. He agairj sounded the charge, and advanced within 
canister range ; we opened a heavy fire upon him, he broke and our 
supports, under General Garnett, charged him. Being nearly out of 
ammunition, Captain Squiers withdrew his battery to refill his chests. 

One ten-pounder Parrott gun, under Lieutenant Galbraith, after- 
•wards engaged the enemy on our right until dark ; the other ten- 
pounder Parrott was disabled during the action and sent from the. field. 

During the action Captain Squiers was deprived of the valuable* 
services of Lieutenant E. Owen, who was wounded in the thigh by a 
piece of shell, while acting with his usual gallantry with his guns. 
Captain Squiers, in his report, compliments highly his Lieutenants- 
Owen, Galbraith and Brown, who were in the hottest of the action, 
and proved themselves brave and efficient officers, worthy leaders of 
brave men. 

Sergeant-major C. L. C. Dupuy went into action with this battery 
and did good service. At quarter past nine o'clock, A. M., Captain 
Miller's battery of four Napoleons was ordered from its original posi- 
tion to a point to the left of the main road and near our centre. Hero 
Captain Miller wa3 so fortunate as to meet with General Longstreet, 
who assigned him a position. He immediately opened upon the enemy's 
infantry, who were advancing upon our left and front. Here he suffered 
considerably from the fire of the enemy's sharpshootersy losing two- 
of his gunners and several of his cannoneers wounded, when, ascer- 
taining that the enemy was beyond effective range, ho was ordered by 
General Longstreet to cease firing and go under cover. Here he re- 
mained twenty minutes, when, the enemy again advancing, he ordered 
kia battery again into position. Lieutenant Hero having been 
wounded, and Lieutenant McElroy having been left to watch the* 
movements of the enemy on the right, Captain Miller found himself 
the only officer with his company, and,havingbarely men enough left to» 
work, a section effectively, he opened upon the enemy with two pieces,; 
with eplendid effect. After an action of half an hour, he removed 
his eection to a more advantageous position, an hundred yards to the* 
front and right, placing the remaining section under Sergeant Ellis, 



372 

directing him to take it completely under cover. He then continued 
the action until ammunition was nearly exhausted, when Sergeant 
Ellis brought up one of the remaining caissons. 

The enemy had made two determined attempts to force our line, and 
had been twice signally repulsed; they were now advancing the third 
time and were within canister range, when Sergeant Ellis, who had 
Bucceeded in rallying some infantry to his assistance, brought one of the 
guns of his section into action on Miller's teft and gave them canis- 
ter, with terrible effect. The three guns succeeded in checking the 
enemy's advance and remained in action until the ammunition was 
exhausted, when they were retired to be refilled. 

After procuring the required ammunition, Captain Miller w T as re- « 
turning to his former position, when he was directed by General Lee 
to an elevated and commanding position on *the right and rear* of the 
town, wher£ General A. P. Hill had but just begun his attack. Here I 
placed him in charge of the guns that had been ordered to this posi- 
tion, leaving Lieutenant McEiroy to comfiand his section, and he 
continued the fight until its close at nightfall. Too much praise cannot 
be bestowed on Captain Miller for his stubborn defence of the centre 
for several hours; to Lieutenants Hero and McEiroy, Sergeants 
Ellis, Bier (chief artificer) and Dempsey, (artificer,) for their gallantry. 
This part of the action was under the immediate eye of General 
Longstreet, commanding, and his staff, who, when Captain Miller's 
cannoneers were exhausted, dismounted and assisted the working of 
the guns. Captain Miller was compelled, owing to his loss in horses, 
to leave one caisson on the field; he endeavored to bring it off the 
next day, but it was deemed unadvisable, it being in range of the 
enemy's sharpshooters, and it was abandoned and subsequently de- 
stroyed. Captain Richardson engaged the enemy, in his front, with 
the two Napoleons of the second company, until one o'clock, P. M., 
when one of the guns was disabled by a shot from one of the three 
batteries that had been playing upon him, and he withdrew through 
the town of Sharpsburg and joined his section of howitzers on the 
Tight and rear. Proc uring ammunition and replacing his disabled 
guns, he reported, with his full battery, to General Toombs, took 
position on the right and began fiiing at the enemy's infantry, who, 
at this time, had crossed the bridge and were advancing in large force 
up the hill to his left and finally getting out of his range, when he 
retired to a new position. I afterwards ordered Captain Richardson 
forward, with his section of Napoleons and the ten-pounder Parrott 
gun of the first company, under Lieutenant Galbraith, to the position 
'on the right near the guns under Miller, when he opened fire and 
continued in action until the close of the engagement at nightfall. 

The section of twelve-pounder howitzers, under Lieutenants Hawes 
and DeRussey, were brought forward at the same time and assigned a 
position by General Toombs near his brigade. Here they opened 
on the enemy, at a distance of five hundred yards, and continued 
firing until the enemy was driven out of range. Lieutenant J. D. 
Britton was wounded in the arm, late in the evening, after making 
himself conspicuous during the action for his coolness and soldierly 
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bearing. Captain Richardson, in his report, expresses himself en-, 
tirely satisfied with the conduct of his officers, non-commissioned 
officers and men ; they behaved in such a. manner as to reflect credit 
upon the " second," and the corps of which they are a part. The 
fourth," under Eshleman, was not idle during this eventful day, 
when the battalion was so actively and effectively employed About 
noon on the 17th, le was directed by General Jones, in front of whose 
position he was placed, to remove his battery to a position to guard 
the ford below the bridge held by General Toombs. The battery was 
placed in position between the Blackford house and the ford, and 
opened fire upon the enemy, who were crossing in force. A long- 
range battery of the enemy, on the opposite bank of the stream, 
opened upon and enfiladed his guns, and he was compelled to re- 
tire ; not, however, before he had driven the enemy back from the 
ford. He then received orders from General D. R. Jones to hold the 
enemy in check, if possible, until the arrival of General A. P. Hill, 
whose division was near at hand. The enemy soon made another at- 
tempt to cross with infantry and cavalry. Captain Eshleman took a 
position nearer the ford and, under cover of a hill, which protected him 
from the enemy's battery, opened fire upon him with case and shell. At 
this juncture General Pcader arrived, with a portion of General Hill's 
command, and came to Eshleman's support. After driving the enemy 
back a second time, he kept up a moderate shelling of the woods near 
the ford till night, when he was ordered to retire and bivouac. Cap- 
tain Eshleman pays his Lieutenants, Norcom, Battles and App3, a 
just compliment for their gallant conduct throughout the day, and 
especially during the steady and unflinching defence of the ford. 
His non-commissioned officers and men vied with their comrades of the 
44 first," " second" and " third " companies, and added fresh laurels to 
the high standing of the corps. Captain Squiers, in the latter part 
of the day, succeeded in refilling the chests of the remaining section 
of his battery and reported to General Toombs with his two three- 
inch rifles and a section each of the Maryland light artillery and 
Riley's battery, but his services were not then required. The enemy 
had been driven back at all points. The casualties in this engagement 
were four killed, twenty-eight wounded and two missing. This closes 
the imperfect records of the action of the several companies of the 
battalion of Washington Artillery in the eventful battle before Sharps- 
burg, Maryland.' 

It i/5 to be hoped the General commanding, under whose immediate 
eye we fought on both days, will find in it enough to satisfy him that,, 
without the incentive of revenge for wrongs, the soldiers of Louis- 
iana are ever among the foremost in the performance of patriotic 
duty to their country. 

Always ready and ever watchful and zealous, Adjutant N. M. 
Owen has again placed me under obligation for services on the field. 
Frequently, in my capacity cf chief of artillery, during the two days, 
had I occasion to send him to distant parts of the field, under thfr 
heaviest fire. Gallantly and unhesitatingly he executed every order 
Color-Sergeant Montgomery, as at the battle of Manassas, served mfr 
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as aid, and was generally under fire during the engagements of the* 
two days. He is a deserving and brave gentleman. Ordnance Ser- 
geant Brazleman deserves special mention, for his assiduity and un- 
flagging devotion in supplying ammunition and in the performance of 
all his duties. He, on this occasion, added to his well established 
reputation of an intelligent, brave and meritorious soldier. 
I am, Major, very respectfully, 

* J. B. WALTON, 
Colonel commanding. 

♦ 
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REPOItT OF COLONEL CRUTCHFIELD OF SECOND BAT- 
TLE OF MANASSAS. 



Headquarters Artillery Second Corps, > 
March 14, 1S63. J 

Colonel Charles J. Faulkner, 

Assistant Adjutant General: 

Colonel: I have the honor to suhinit the following report of the 
part taken by the artillery of this army corps in the engagements 
known as the second battle of Manassas : 

On the afternoon of Thursday our forces were so disposed that, 
Sudley Mills being to their left and front, the arc they formed pre- 
sented a convex front towards the pike from Groveton to Centreville, 
along which the enemy advanced from Warrenton. About half-past 
four, P. ML, I think, I received orders from General Jackson 10 move 
up the whole artillery force, which was then lying around Sudley 
Mills. This I proceeded to do, leaving five pieces of Captains 
Caskie's and Cutshaw's batteries on the opposite side of the Cathar- 
pin run, in position to command the ford there, for the security of the 
wagon train. The batteries of Captains Wooding and Garber (each 
of four guns) got up first, and went into action, firing upon the 
columns of the enemy advancing along the Warrenton and Centre- 
ville road. The head of this column had already reached, if not 
passed, Groveton, and, wheeling off there to its left, formed line of 
battle perpendicular to the pike and facing to the rear of their still 
marching column. This line then moving down, these two batteries 
were withdrawn, one by order of General Jackson, and the other by 
order of Brigadier General Taliaferro. The other batteries did not 
get up in time to participate in the action before it became an en- 
gagement of infantry, just near the edge of the woods, under which 
circumstances it was not possible to get the guns in position before 
dark. 

Early on Friday, the 29th, the enemy renewed the attack over 
nearly the same ground, while our troops occupied pretty generally 
the same position. His infantry being repulsed by ours, artillery 
was thrown out in front of our right to complete it. The batteries 
of Captains Poague, Carpenter, Dement, Brockenbrough and Lati- 
mer, under Major Shumaker, were so engaged, facing obliquely 
towards Groveton, while the battery of Captain Braxton was placed 
further to our right, bearing on the road from Groveton to Warren- 
ton. in case the enemy should advance from that direction, rather in 
rear of the other batteries. This did not, however, happen, and so 
Captain Braxton's battery was not engaged then. The other batte- 
ries did not all come into action at once. 

The enemy endeavored to cover his repulse by batteries thrown 
into position to play on the first of ours that opened on his retiring 
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infantry. Those were answered by fresh batteries of ours, and thus 
began a very fierce artillery duel, which lasted till about ten o'clock, 
A. M., our batteries being gradually withdrawn, and the enemy moving 
around more to our left, to select another point of attack. 

His next effort, laterMn the day, was directed against Brigadier 
General Gregg's brigade, which, forming the light of Major General 
A. P. Hill's division, joined the second Virginia brigade, which 
formed the left of Jackson's division. This being in the woods, no 
artillery was placed there, but, as the enemy was repulsed, a sec- 
, tion of Captain Pegram's battery was brought up and fired a few shots. 

The enemy's next attack was still further to the left. At this time 
General A. P. Hill's brigades were posted from right to left, in this 
order: Gregg's, Field's, Thomas', Branch's, Pender's and Archer's. 
On the left (of the line) was Captain Braxton's battery of six guns ; 
to the right of General Archer's brigade was Captain Crenshaw's 
battery of four guns ; and to its right, to the left and rear of Gene- 
ral Branch's brigade, was Captain Latham's battery of four guns, 
commanded by Lieutenant Potts. About two o'clock, P. M., the 
enemy made an assault upon the front of Ge,nerals Thomas, Branch 
and Field, which, of course, (as was the case with his former and 
subsequent attacks,) was preceded and accompanied by a heavy shell- 
ing of the adjacent woods. He also brougftt up two rifle guns on his 
right, which opened on the. position occupied by General Branch's 
brigade, in a clump of woods, while his infantry attempted to charge 
across the field in front. Their guns were speedily driven off by 
Captain Braxton's battery, which was moved still further to our left 
for the purpose, and their infantry was easily repelled. In a short 
time the attack was renewed, over the same ground and in the samo 
way. By this time, the batteries of Captains Crenshaw and Latham 
had been moved out so as to get an oblique fire on their infantry, and 
also to bear on the battery on their right. The latter was quickly 
forced to retire by the fire of the batteries of Captains Braxton and 
Crenshaw, while the latter, with that of Captain Latham, poured a 
heavy fire on their infantry at about four hundred and fifty yards 
distance. The attack was of short duration, and they were again 
repulsed, and this time followed up by General Branch's brigade. In 
a short time, after entering the woods, the latter was driven out and 
followed by the enemy, who were checked at the edge of the woods by 
the fire of these batteries, and again quickly repulsed by fresh in- 
fantry, (General Lawton's division, I believe,) and General Branch's 
brigade was reformed. The fight then shifted more to the right, as 
General Hill ordered an advance of his line, (the enemy having fallen 
back obliquely towards our right.) As Brigadier General Pender's 
brigade advanced directly to the front, Captain Crenshaw's battery 
was moved forward and shelled the woods in front, while Captain 
Braxton's battery was moved around to the right of General Hill's 
line and opened fire on the retiring enemy there, until General Hood's 
brigade drove the enemy from their position on the heights opposite 
Groveton. 

On Saturday, the 30th instant, this army corps occupied still tho 



377 



same position. About three, P. M., the enemy attacked along our 
front, having advanced from the direction of Centreville. ' In this 
attack his line exposed its left flank to batteries on the rising ground 
from our right across to the Groveton and Warrenton pike. Accord- 
ingly, the batteries of Captains Johnson, D'Aquin, Rice, Wooding, 
Poague, Carpenter, Brockenbrough and Latimer were so placed, in all 
eighteen guns, their right joining the left of General Longstreet's 
batteries. Their fire was directed upon the last line of the enemy's 
forces, which was broken under i% just as it nearly reached the edge 
of the woods, and never reformed within their range. As soon as it 
was observed to be giving away, I movud forward Captain Garber's 
battery of four guns at a gallop, to move down into the plain below, 
£0 as to get an enfilading position on .their other lines when they 
should be repulsed from the woods in which they were engaged with 
our infantry, and so endeavor to convert the repulse into a rout. 
Just as the battery was getting into position and the enemy began to 
fall back from the woods, Brigadier General Early's brigade charged 
from the woods and, effecting a change of front perpendicularly for- 
ward to the left, formed a line between the battery and the enemy, so 
that the former could not fire. The same movement checked also the 
fire of all the short-range^guns from the hill, and so they were with- 
drawn, and the others, viz: those of Captains Brockenbrough, Lati- 
mer and D'Aquin, were at once moved round to the range of hills to 
the right of the Groveton and Centreville road, where the enemy 
were concentrating a very heavy fire of artillery on General Long- 
ntreet's line Here they engaged the enemy's batteries for the 
remainder of the fight. Captain Wooding's battery and Carpenter's 
were retained in their first position, engaging the enemy's batteries 
*o soon as his infantry fell back, while that of Captain Poague was 
moved down the road along our former front, so soon as we advanced, 
and opened on the opposing troops of the enemy as the movement con- 
tinued. The five guns at Sudley's ford, under Lieutenant David 
Barton of Cutshaw's battery, were also engaged in repelling an attack 
of the enemy at that point, which they did, supported by a body of 
cavalry under Major Patrick. In this battle we lost no guns. Cap- 
tain Brockenbrough had two disabled, one having burst, while the 
vent-piece of the other was burnt out. One caisson was also ex- 
p!ode»i. It is impossible to state how many guns wero captured ; I 
could never find out; three we got, I know ; I saw four or five others 
on the field, but I do not know whether they belonged to the enemy, 
or whether they were guns that had been exchanged for them. 

On Monday, 1st of September, in the battle of Ox Hill we had no 
artillery engaged. The character of the ground was such that it 
could not be brought into action. Several batteries were posted so 
as to check any success of the enemy, but none became engaged. 
The enemy had engajjed only four guns, two Napoleons and two 
howitzers. 

On the same day,^^rguns of Rice's battery took position between 
Chantilly and Centreville, with the second Virginia brigade, under 
Colonel Bradley T. Johnson. They had a slight engagement with 
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the enemy, I know ; but I was not there, and do not know the par- 
ticulars. I presume Colonel Johnson's report will show. 
I am, Colonel, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

S. CRUTCHFIELD, 
Colonel and Chief of Artillery of Second Corps. 



REPORT OF COLONEL CRUTCHFEILD OF CAPTURE OF 
HARPER'S FERRY AND BATTLE OF SHARPSBURG. 



Headquarters Artillery Second Corps, > 
April 16, 1863. 5 

Lieutenant Colonel C. J. Faulkner, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Colonel : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of the artillery of this army corps in the capture of Har- 
per's Ferry and battle of Sharpsburg, in September, 1862 : 

On Saturday, September 13, 1862, the command ot Lieutenant 
General Jackson appeared before Harper's Ferry, on the southern 
side, having approached it from *Martinsburg. That day was spent 
in reconnoissance. On Sunday a cannonade was opened on the 
enemy from the batteries of Brigadier GeneralJohn G Walker from 
Loudoun Heights, and from those of Major General McLaws from 
Maryland Heights. The enemy were strongly entrenched on Bolivar 
Heights and just around the' house of the former superintendent of 
the armory. At the latter place, his fire was pretty well silenced late 
in the day. Towards the close of the afternoon a general advance 
was made* on the place. Major General A. P. Hill's division moved 
along the w T est bank of the Shenandoah, that of Major General Eweli, 
commanded by Brigadier General Lawton, was on the left of General 
Hill's, while Jackscn's division, commanded by Colonel Grigsby, ap- 
proached on the road from Harpers Ferry to Shepherdstown. The 
early approach of night prevented any serious engagement. During 
the nighc ten guns, fiom the batteries.of Captains Dement, Brown, 
Garber and Latimer, were moved up the Shenandoah, and, crossing 
at Kclley's ford, moved down on the other side until opposite the left 
of the enemy's line of entrenchments. This position, although com- 
manded perfectly by Bolivar Heights, yet secured a fire into the rear 
of the enemy's works on his left, where he had a -work with an em- 
brasure battery of four guns, but open in the rear, and the first point 
of his works to be encountered by Major General A. P. Hill This 
work gained, hi3 other works were untenable. A road having to be 
cut for these ten guns prevented their opening at daybreak, as Gen- , 
eral Jackson had ordered. The attack was begun" by a battery of 
eight guns in front, and rather to the right, of this work, from the 
batteries of Captains Pegram, Mcintosh, Davidson and Braxton, of 
Major General A. P. Hill's division. In a short time the guns of 
Captains Brown, Garber, Latimer and Dement, being in position, 
their fire was directed against this work from the rear. Its battery 
was quickly silenced, the men running from their guns, but returning 
to them in a short time after the guns directed on the work were 
brought to bear on the enemy's infantry in his entrenchments. These 
pieces were therefore again directed on the work, and, in something 
less than an hour, its fire was completely silenced. Our guns being 
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again turned on tbe enemy's infantry, they soon began to fall back 
* from their entrenchments in great confusion, and the white flag was 
raised over their works. 

The captured guns being turned over to the quartermaster for re- 
moval, I can make no exact return of the number. We had none 
disabled, and of course lost none. 

On reaching Shepherdstown, late next evening, I met Brigadier 
General W. N. Pendleton, who desired we to return \o Harper's 
Ferry and endeavor to get together batteries of the captured guns 
and such ammunition as I could, and send it to Shepherdstown or to 
the battle-field of Sharpsburg, as our ordnance supplies were getting 
short and our batteries in an inefficient condition, from hard march- 
ing and previous fighting. I therefore returned to Harper's Ferry. 
After much difficulty I found the quartermaster in charge of the cap- 
tured guns, and found that he had been busy in removing them, and 
in so doing had mis-matched tbe caissons, limbers and guns, to such 
an extent that, after vainly spending half the day at it, I gave up the 
task of getting together any batteries from among them. The bat- 
teries of Captains Brown, Dement and Latimer had been left at 
Harper's Ferry as disabled, on account of the condition of their 
horses. I therefore had horses turned over to them, filled them 
up with ammunition, exchanged two of Captain Latimer's ten-pounder 
Parrott's, whose vent pieces had burned out in the- action of the day 
before, for two three -inch rifles of the captured guns, and started 
them for the battle-field, going on ahead nn self. I got there too late 
in the evening to be able to give any report of the battle. In it, 
however, we lost no guns. Captain Thompson's (then Captain 
D'Aquin'9) battery captured one ten-pounder Parrott, which they 
brought off. In recrossing the Potomac, a forge belonging to Captain 
Crenshaw's battery and a caisson belonging to Captain Brocken- 
brough's were lost on this side of the river from the sheer exhaustion 
of the horses, both rolling down a cliff on the side of the road. 
I have the honor to remain, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. CRUTCHFIELD, 
Colonel and Chitf of Artillery Second Corps. 



REPORT OF COLONEL S. D. LEE OF SECOND BATTLE OF 

MANASSAS. 



Headquarters Battalion Light Artillery*, > 
Camp near Winchester, October 2, I8u'2. ) 

Lieutenant Colonel R. II. Chilton, 

Adjutant Central, Army Northern Virginia : 

Colonel: I have the honor to make the following report of the part 
taken by the battalion of artillery under my command in the battle 
of Manassas Plains, August tfuth, 1S62: 

The battalion received orders on the evening of the 29th, near 
Thoroughfare Gap, to march to the front during the night, and, after 
a tedious march, encamped, about dawn on the morning of the 30th, 
on the pike leading from Gainesville to stone bridge, and about two 
miles from Gainesville. Soon after daylight, I found that our bivouac 
was on the battle-field of the previous evening and near our advanced 
division on picket. The enemy showing every disposition to attack 
us, upon consultation with Brigadier General J. B. Hood, and at his 
suggestion, I placed my batteries (four) on a commanding ridge imme- 
diately to his left and rear. In the general line of battle this ridg© 
was about the centre, Jackson's corps being immediately on my left 
and Longstreet'son my right. It was an' admirable ridge of over a quar- 
ter of a mile, generally overlooking the ground in front of it for some 
two thousand yards. This ground was occupied by several farms, 
with corn fields, orchards, fences, &c, making it much desired by the 
enemy for their skirmishers, the ground being quite undulating. 
Opposite the It fc cf the ridge, and distant about one thousand three 
hundred yards, was a strip of timber with quite a fall of ground 
behind it Between this strip and General Jackson's right (along an 
old railroad excavation) was an open field. 

About seven, A. M., a regiment >f the enemy's infantry made its 
appearance some two thousand yards distant, when a few shots were 
fired from my long range-guns in position, causing them to move. 
This fire was responded to by three long-range batteries of the enemy. 
During the morning, whenever the infantry of the enemy showed 
itself it WiiS fired on by our guns, which fire always elicited a reply 
from the artillery opposed to us, doing us but little d image, and 
resulting in driving the enemy back. About twelve, M., the enemy 
attempted an advance, driving in our skirmishers in a spirited man- 
ner, and occupying the orchard in my front. They soon came wjthin 
reach of our howitzers, when a few discharges'of spherical case drove 
them back, and our skirmishers resumed their original position. 

During the inoining the enemy had massed his infantry behind the 
timber before mentioned, with a view to turn our left, and, about four 
P. M., moved from out these woods in heavy lines of attack on Gen- 
eral Jackson's position. The left of the ridge was held by Kubank's 
battery of four smooth bores, who opened on the enemy as soon as* he 
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discovered their advance. At the same time I shifted to his assistance 
with two howitzers of .Parker's battery, two of Rhett's battery, and 
one of Jordan's battery. At the same time, I directed nine other 
pieces, mostly rifles, on the right of the ridge, under Captains Jordan 
and Taylor, to change their position so as to fire on the enemy in 
flank and on the woods containing their reserves. With these 
eighteen guns, a continuous fire was kept up on the enemy during his 
attack, which lasted about half an hour. 

His reserves moved twice out of the woods to the support of the 
attacking columns, and twice were they repulsed by the artillery and 
driven back to the woods. After the reserves failed to reach the front 
or attacking columns, they were repulsed and endeavored to rally in 
the open field, but the range of every part of the field was obtained 
and a few discharges broke them in confusion and sent them back to 
the woods. 

Finding that my batteries were troubling them, they attempted to 
charge them, three regiments starting for them. They were repulsed, 
•some of their dead being within two hundred yards of the guns. 

While firing on the infantry, two batteries of the enemy were firing 
a^us, but generally overshot us. 

Our position was an admirable one, and the guns were well served. 
Two of my batteries were firing for the first time, but did remarkably 
well. I cannot speak in too high term3 of the conduct of officers and 
men under my command — all behaved well, exhibiting coolness and 
courage. 

I would mention the following officers as having especially attracted 
my attention by their good conduct, viz : Major Del. Kemper, who 
had his right arm shattered by a minie ball, Lieutenant and Adju- 
tant W. II. Kemper, Captains J. S. Taylor, Jordan, Parker and 
Eubank, Lieutenant Elliot, commanding Rhett's battery, Lieutenant3 
Taylor, Gilbert, Brown, Ficklin and Oakum, the latter of Grimes' 
battery, with two Parrott's attached. 

The casualties are as follows : 

Mnjor Del. Kempeiv wounded in right arm, severely. 

Parker's battery — Wounded : Sergeant James Jones, in arm and 
aide, slight; Private David E. Richardson, in thigh, slight. 

Rhett's battery — Wounded: Privates M. P. Costello, in leg, slight, 
and G. T. Jones, in leg, slight; Sergeant Marshall, in leg, slight. 

Total wounded, six. 

Respectfully submitted, 

S. D. LEE, 

6ol. Artillery, C. S. A. } commanding Battalion Light ArtiLery. 



REPORT OF COLONEL S. D. LEE OF BATTLE OF SHARS- 

BURG. 



Headquarters Battalion Reserve Artillery, > 
Camp near Winchester , Oct. 11, 1862. I 

Major G. M. Sorrel, 

Assistant Adjutant General Right Wing : 

Major : I have the honor to render the following report of the part 
taken by the battalion of artillery under my orders in the battle of 
Sharpsburg : 

The battalion crossed the Antietam about eight, A. M., September 
loth, and, in obedience to orders from General Longstreet, with the 
exception of Eubank's battery, took position on the bluffs to the left 
of the pike, facing the Antietam. Eubank's battery, in compliance 
with a written* order of General Longstreet, held by the adjutant 
general of Toombs' brigade, was sent to report to .General Toombs at 
the lower bridge, and remained with his brigade until the army re- 
crossed the Potomac. Nothing of interest occurred during the morn- 
ing. About one, P. M., the infantry of the enemy made its appearance 
across the creek, and was fired on by my long-range guns, causing 
them to move back. The enemy soon brought up several long-range 
batteries, with which they opened upon our guns whenever they fired 
on their infantry. Nothing resulted from this firing except to make 
their infantry change position. The guns engaged were two rifle 
pieces of Parker's battery, two of Rhett's battery, under Lieutenant 
Elliot, and one of Jordan'^ battery, under Lieutenant Bower. They 
Tvore exposed to a hot fire. Several men were slightly wounded and 
several horses disabled. During the night, the battalion, excepting 
Moody's battery, shifted further to the left of our line, taking a shel- 
tered position on the Sharpsburg and Hagerstown pike in front of a 
church, and remained during the day, the enemy making no offensive 
demonstration until near sundown. Since early in the morning, 
they appeared engaged in massing their troops opposite our left, and, 
towards evening, endeavored to get into position to turn our left, 
bringing on quite a severe skirmish. Two howitzers of Rhett's bat- 
tery took part in the skirmish; but it soon became too dark to con- 
tinue the firing. 

It was now evident that the enemy would attack us in force on our 
left at daylight, compelling us to change our line, and give him an 
opportunity to use his long-range batteries across the Antietam, 
enfilading our new position. The action commenced about three, A. 
M t , on the morning of the 17th, between the skirmishers. Wool- 
folk's, Parker's and Rhett's batteries were placed in position in fronts 
of the church on the right of the Sharpsburg and Hagerstown pike/ 
and opened on the enemy at daylight. These batteries were com- 
pelled to fire over oar infantry, but fired with effect. A con- 
tinuous fire w&3 kept up until about quarter past eight, A. M., whoa 
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the enemy gave way, and our firing ceased as our infantry followed 
in pursuit. 

The batteries above mentioned, while engaged, were exposed to a~ 
enfilade fire of about twenty rifle guns from across the Antietam, two 
batteries in their front, and the fire of the infantry of the enemy, 
most of the time about five hundred yards distant. They suffered 
very heavily, and had exhausted most of their ammunition. I should 
have mentioned that two guns of Jordan's battery, under Lieutenant 
Bower, were sent to an advanced position under Captain John S 
Taylor, but had to retire, owing to their exposed position and the fire 
of several battel ieB against them. About this time I ordered Rhetfs 
battery to the rear for ammunition, and Parkers and Woolfolk's bat- 
teries to move slightly to the rear to refit — many horset and men 
being killed. They could only move the pieces oft" by leaving portion* 
of the caissons, so many of the horses had been disabled. About thi-* 
time, (nine, A. M.,) Moody's battery, which had been engaged near 
the centre of our line, arrived and reported, and I placed it in position 
on the ground previously occupied by Parker's battery* 

General Hood's division, which followed the enemy when he gave 
way, not being supported, was compelled to fall back before their 
overwhelming numbers — the enemy having gained his rear and occu- 
pying a position almost between his retiring troops and Moody's bat- 
tery. His troops fell back so suddenly, and were so near to the 
enemy, that it was impossible to use the battery. This being the 
case, I advanced two guns of Moody's battery some three hundred 
yards ir.to a ploughed field, where I could use theuu They remained 
in thi* position, and did good service for about fifteen minutes, under 
Captain Moody and Lieutenant Gary. This section was exposed to a 
most palling infantry fire, and retained its position till the infantry 
on its right and left retired, when I ordered it to the rear. The gal- 
lant Lieutenant Gary was killed, being shot in the head by a minie 
ball as he was sighting his piece for its last discharge. The section 
with ffbicfa he was serving was not his own, but, seeing it going to an 
exposed position, asked permission to accompany it. A more galian; 
officer was not in our service. # 

Our troops having to fall back rapidly, my guns were, by direction 
of General D.. II Hill, retired to the ridge of hills across the Sharps- 
iurg and llagerstown turnpike, and between the church and Sharps- 
burg, and fired for a short time. General McLaws' division arriving 
at this time and going into action, I moved the battalion about a milo 
from the field to refit. It was now about ten, A. M. About three, 
P. M., the batteries having refitted and replenished with ammunition, 
I again moved to the front with twelve puns — all that could be 
manned — and received orders from one of General Longstreet's aids 
to take position in front of the village of Sharpsburg, to the right and 
left of the turnpike, relieving Colonel Walton, of the Washington 
Artillery of New Orleans. Four of Moody's guns were placed on the 
right of the village ; two of Parker's and two of Jordan's were placed 
on the left ; Rhett's two pieces were placed on' a ridge to the left of 
the village, on the Sharpsburg and llagerstown pike. These guna, 
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in their respective positions, did good service. Those in front of the 
village were exposed to a heavy fire of artillery and infantry — the 
sharpshooters of the enemy being within two hundred yards, of them 
during the entire evening. The guns of Moody's battery, in connec- 
tion with Squiers' battery of the Washington Artillery of New Or- 
leans, repelled some six or eight attempts of the infantry of the 
enemy to take our position. At one time their infantry was within 
one hundred and fifty yards of our batteries, when, by a charge of 
our supporting infantry, they were driven back. Two guns of 
Moody's battery, with Garnett's brigade, drove the enemy from the 
ridge to the left of the village, after they had taken the ridge from 
our troops. The guns retained their position in front of the village 
till our troops were driven into the village on the right, when, by 
direction of General Garnett, they withdrew. The enemy v;ere after- 
wards repulsed from the village, and the hill, for a short time, was 
reoccupied by Captain Thomas Garter's battery. It was 'now near 
dark, and the hill was held but by a few infantry. 

Captain Eubank's battery not being with me, I am not prepared to 
epeak, from personfl observation, of his action, but General Toombs 
informed me that he and his company did good and gallant service. 

The officers and men of my battalion behaved with the utmost gal- 
lantry. During the entire time engaged they were exposed to a 
heavy fire from the enemy, as is shown by the list of casualties en- 
closed. Out of about three hundred men who went into action, 
eighty, six casualties occurred, and sixty horses were disabled. 

In the morning the battalion was engaged during the severe fight, 
before our reinforcements came up on the left, and was the only 
artillery engaged with General Hood's division. In the evening it 
was engaged in front of the village, and on the right when the fight 
was the heaviest. 

I regret to state that Captain Woolfolk's battery lost a gun on the 
field. It was on the left in the morning when our lines gave way be- 
fore the overwhelming numbers of the enemy. The four horses, two 
drivers and four cannoneers at the piece were disabled, and it was 
with difficulty that the battery could be moved. I do not attach any 
blame to the captain. The piece could not be recovered, owing to 
the proximity of the enemy, though several attempts were made. 

Captain John S. Tayler, C. S. Artillery, temporarily attached to 
my staff, was killed in the morning while gallantly discharging his 
duties. He was entirely fearless, and always sought the post of 'dan- 
ger; and his exampled did much towards inspiring his daring in all 
around him. Though generally all behaved well, I will particularly 
mention the following as having attracted my attention by distin- 
guished gallantry : Captains J. V, Moody, Parker and Woolfolk ; 
Lieutenant Elliot, commanding Rhett's battery ; Lieutenants Gilbert 
• and Fickling, Rhett's battery ; Lieutenant Parkenson, Parker's bat- 
tery, severely wounded in the leg ; Lieutenant Sillers, Moody's bat- 
tery; Sergeants Conroy and Price, and Corporals Gaulin and 
Donoho, Moody's battery. I would also mention Lieutenant Mad- 
dox, of Colonel Cutts' battalion of artillery, who had two guns under 
25 
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my command, and behaved with great gallantry. My adjutant, Lieu- 
tenant W. H. Kemper, Alexandria Artillery, was of great assistance 
to me, and exhibited gallantry and coolness in an eminent degree. 
Enclosed is a list of casualties. ^ 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN D. LEE, 
Colonel of Artilkry C. S. A., commanding Battalion. 
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SIGNAL REPORTS — REPORT OF J. L. BARTLJ5TT. 



[Harper's Ferry, No. 1.] 

Sunday, September 14, 1862. 

My signal flag was up at daylight, and my glass bearing on Lou- 
doun Heights. 

After sunrise, Major Paxton sent the following : 

* Artillery coming up road to be repaired." Before delivering this 
message I asked, " what artillery and what road ?" Major Paxton 
answered, " Walker's, and up mountains." About ten, A. iff., comes 
another despatch from Loudoun Heights. " Walker has his six rifle 
pieces in position; Bhall he wait for McLaws?" General Jackson an- 
swers, ".Wait." General Jackson and Colonel Snead then come tc 
signal station, and the General dictates the following : 



[Harper's Ferry, No. 2.] 

Sunday, September 14, 1862^. 

To Generals McLaws and Walker : 

If you can, establish batteries to drive the enemy from the hill west 
of Bolivar, and on which Barbour's house is, and any other position 
where he may be damaged by your artillery, and let mo know when 
you are ready to open your batteries, and give me any suggestions by 
which you can operate against the enemy; cut the telegraph line down 
the Potomac, if it is not already done; keep a good lookout against a Fed- 
eral advance from below ; similar instructions will be sent to General 
Walker. I do not desire any of the batteries to open until all are 
ready on both sides of thi river, except you should find it necessary, 
of which you must judge for yourself. I will let you know when to 
open all the batteries. 

T. J. Jackson, 
Major General commanding,. 

Addendum. — If you have not rations; take steps at once to supply 
yourself; have beef driven to your command so, that you may have 
enough. General Jackson. 

• 

[Harper's Ferry, No. S.] 

General Jac^on and staff then go to the left. I receit % soon afler^ 
the following : V General McLaws informs me that th&Qnemy aye in 
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his rear, and that he can do but little more than he has done. I am 
iiow ready to open. 

(Signed,) " General Walker." 

There being no courier at the post, I carried this message to the 
General, and find him in front on the left. He gives me an answer, 
and sends Lieutenant Douglas back to signal station with me. 

"To General Walker : 

" Do not open until General McLaws Notifies me what he can 
probably effect. Let me known what you can effect with your com- 
mand upon the enemy. . 
(Signed,) " General Jackson." 

" To General McLaws: 

" Let me know what you can probably effect with your artillery, 
and also with your entire command. Notify General D. H, Hill, at 
Middleburg, of the enemy's position, and request him to protect your 
rear. Send the same message to General Lee, near Hagerstown. 
(Signed,) " General Jackson." 

The message next in order comes from Loudoun Heights to General 
Jackson. " Walker can't get position to bear on island." 
No signature, (probably from Major Paxton.) 



[Harper's Ferry, No. 4.] 

Prom General Walker to General Jackson: 

" I am informed that the enemy are advancing by Percey ville, and 
have possession of the passes from the Valley. 

(Signed,) " General Walker." 

" To Generals Walker and McLaws : 

" Fire at such positions of the enemy as will be most effective. 
(Signed,) " General Jackson." 

Our artillery opens from this side, (in front of Bolivar.) Walker 
opens from Loudoun Heights. Yankees are seen coming down on west 
side of Bolivar to escape Walker's fire, but meet an equal one from 
our artillery on the left of our line. 



Special Order, > 



[Harper's Ferry, No. 5.] 
Headq'rs Valley District, Sept. 14, 1862. 



No. - 5 » 
I. To-day Major General McLaws will attack so as to sweep with 
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his artillery the ground occupied by the enemy, take his batteries in 
reverse and otherwise operate against him as circumstances may 
justify. 

II. Brigadier General Walker will take in reverse the battery on 
the turnpike, and also sweep with his artillery the ground occupied 
by the enemy, and silence the battery on the island in the Shenandoah, 
should he find a battery there. 

III. Major General A. P. Hill will move along the left bank of the 
Shenandoah, and thus turn the enemy's left flank, and enter Harper's 
Ferry. 

IV. Brigadier General Lawto*n will move along the turnpike for the 
purpose of supporting General Hill, and otherwise operating against* 
the enemy on the left of General Hill. 

V. Brigadier General Jones will, with one of his brigades and a 
battery of artillery, make a demonstration against the enemy's right; 
the remaining part of his division will constitute the reserve, and 
move along the turnpike. 

By order of Major General Jackson. 

William L. Jackson, 
A. A. A. General. 



[No. 6.] » 

If any other dispatches or orders were sent at Harper's Ferry, it was 
done at other posts than mine. Messages were doubtless sent from 
Loudoun Heights to Maryland Heights, between Generals McLaws and 
Walker. 

Captain Adams, who was the only commissioned signal officer there, 
has doubtless full reports of those and all the messages and orders; it 
being his duty to keep them. I suggest that he be applied to for them. 

J. L. BARTLETT. 

After the surrender of Harper's Ferry, I was ordered by Major 
Paxton to remove my station to Barbour's house. I did so, after noti- 
fying Captain Adams' post on Loudoun Heights of the move, telling 
them to look out for my flag at that point. After locating my station 
at that place, however, and waving my flag for several hours, I could 
not get " attention " from Loudoun Heights to send a message, sent 
to me by Major Paxton, for General Walker to prepare rations and be 
ready to march. I afterwards learned that the post had been evacu- 
ated at that time. Thus ended the signal service at Harper's Ferry. 

J. L. B. 



[No. 7.] 

Manassas Battle Ground, ) 
Saturday, August 30, 1862. > 

P. M. I signal from General Lee's headquarters, on the Warren- 
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ton pike, to General Jackson's position, across the pike, near some 
wheat-stacks, bearing nearly north, distant about two miles, as follows: 

" To General Jackson : 

" What is result of movement on your left. 

(Signed,) 41 General Lee." 

[Answer.] 

" To General Lee : 

" So far enemy appear to be trying to get possession of a piece of 
woods to withdraw out of our sight. 

(Signed,) " General Jackson." 

Terrific fighting now commences on the left, and General Jackson 
sends for a division of Longstreet's command. 

"To General Jackson: 

" Do you still want reinforcments. 

(Signed,) " General Lee." 

Some half hour elapses, and General Jackson replies : 
" No, the enemy are giving way. 

(Signed,) . " General Jackson." 

General Lee now prepares to move, and sends the following to Gen- 
eral Jackson: "General Longstreet is advancing; look out for and 
protect his left flank. 

(Signed,) « General Lee." 

General Lee having moved his headquarters, I also removed the 
signal station. 

J. L. BARTLETT. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN J. K. BOSWELL. 



Headquarters Second Army- Corps, February 12, 1863. 
Colonel C. J. Faulkner, 

Chirf of Staff to Lieut. General Jackson 

Colomel : I have the honor to report, that on the evening of the 
i 3th August, 1S62, having just returned from Clarke's^ Mountain, a 
very elevated point, three miles east of Rapidan Station, I reported to 
Major General Jackson the following as being the position of the en- 
emy's forces on the opposite side of the Rapidan. The main body 
encamped around the slopes of Garnett's and Slaughter's Mountaina ; 
one division one mile north of Culpeper Court-House, on the Brandy 
Station road, and a small force between Mitchell's Station and Limo 
church. General Jackson then directed me to% examine and, on the 
following day, to report to him the most desirable route for passing 
around the enemy's Sank a # nd reaching Warrenton, Fauquier. I ad- 
vised that the corps 'should march from its encampment just west cf 
Toddsburg, through Orange Court-House, thence down the Freder- 
icksburg plank road to Dr. TerrilPs, then turn to the left, passPisgah 
church, and cross the Rapidan at Summerville's ford, thence by Lime 
church, Stephensburg, Brandy Station and Beverley's ford, to Warren- 
ton. This route being approved, the march was commenced on the 
evening of the 15th, and on the 16th the three divisions of Talia- 
ferro, Ewell and A. P. Hill Shcamped near Pisgah church, where 
they remained for three days, awaiting the arrival of a portion cf 
General Longstreet ? s command, till the morning of the 20th. 

On the morning of the 18th, a body of the enemy drove our pickets 
from Clarke's Mountain and found out the position of our troops ; 
and, on the 19th, they commenced their retreat towards the Rappa- 
hannock. I was on Clarke's Mountain at the time that the retreat 
commenced, and immediately gave the in&rmation to General J ack- 
son. 

At dawn on the following morning, (20th,) the corps moved forward 
in the following order, Generals A. P. Hill, Ewell and Taliaferro. I 
was ordered by General Jackson to remain at Summerville's ford, 
where the corps crossed the Rapidan, till all the divisions had crossed, to 
see that there was no delay in fording the stream. This being accom- 
plished, I rejoined General Jackson about two miles beyond Stephens- 
burg, on the Brandy Station road, where the corps bivouacked for the 
•night. I here found that General Stuart, with Robertson's brigade of 
cavalry, had engaged the cavalry of the retreating enemy near Ste- 
phensburg and driven them across the Rappahannock at the railroad 
bridge. 

Early on the morning of the 21st, the command resumed its march 
in the following order : Taliaferro, A. P. Hill and Ewell. Passing 
Brandy Station, the front of Taliaferro's division emerged from the 
wood a quarter of a mile south of Beverley's ford about ten, A. M. 
Finding the ford guarded by a body of the enemy's cavalry, General 
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Taliaferro brought up two pieces of Poague's battery and drove them 
off ; General Stuart then crossed the run with the first Virginia cav- 
alry and two pieces of Poague's battery, but the enemy advanced a 
heavy- force and compelled them to retire. A desultory artillery fight 
was kept up during the entire day between the batteries of General 
Taliaferro and those of the enemy on the opposite side of the river. 
I was ordered by General Jackson to take a position on the right, 
from which I could see Rappahannock Station, and to report to him . 
any movement on the part of the enemy. I stationed myself on a 
high point a little to the right of the railroad, and about three-quar- 
ters of a mile from the river. From this point I could see that 
the enemy were in heavy force around Rappahannock Station, and 
that a small body of infantry occupied two very high bluffs on the 
south side of the river, and a few hundred yards above the railroad 
bridge. I communicated these facts to General Jackson, and sug- 
gested that the enemy might be driven from those bluffs, though they 
were somewhat higher than any point on cither side of the river, by 
placing a large amount of artillery on the ridge east of*GlasseU'3 
house and on the hill which I then occupied. •Colonel Crutchfield 
vas sent by General Jackson to examine the position with me, but wo 
did not meet until it was so late that nothing could be done. 

On the following morning, (22d,) the three divisions, in order, 
Ewell, Hill and Taliaferro, left their encampment near Beverley's 
ford, marching by farm roads and across fields to Welford's mill, 
where they crossed Eastham river, thence to Freeman's ford, but find- 
ing this ford strongly guarded by the enemy, General Trimble's bri- 
gade was left to prevent a crossing, and the remainder of the troops 
moved across the country, keeping as much as possible under cover, 
to Dr. M. P. Scott's farm, just opposite Lee's Springs. General Ear- 
ly's brigade and a portion of Lawton's brigade were advanced across 
the Rappahannock, and took position respectively on the Foxville and x 
Warrenton roads. Heavy musketry, during the evening, announced 
that the enemy had crossed the river and attacked General Trimble, 
but later it was found that he had driven them back. A very heavy 
fall of rain during the night raised the Rappahannock so much as to 
render it entirely impassable, the bridge having been destroyed by the 
enemy in their retreat. 

Early on the morning of the 23d, Lieutenants C. R. Jloward and 
H. T. Rogers, engineers on General Hill's staff, commenced to build a 
temporary bridge for the passage of General Early's troops. About 
eleven, A. M., General Jackson, fearing lest the enemy might advance 
a heavy force against General Early before the bridge could be fin-, 
ished, ordered me to point out to General Early's assistant adjutant 
general, Major Hall, a road by which the brigade might be moved to 
Waterloo in case it should be forced back. This was done, and on my 
return to the Springs, a little before sunset, I found the bridge com- 
pleted and General Early engaged in an artillery fight with the en- 
emy, advancing on the Foxville road ; they were driven back, and dur- 
ing the night General Early recrossed into Culpeper. A fierce 
cannonade was kept up during the entire day of the 24th between our 



393 



batterie3, on the hills near Dr. Scott's, and those of the enemy, on the 
opposite side of the river. About three, P. M., I received -an order 
from General Jackson to report immediately to him at JeiTersonton, 
which being done, he directed me to select the most direct and cov- 
ered route to Manassas. I recommended that by Amissville, Hin- 
son'g mill, Orlean, Salem, Thoroughfare and Gainesville, which he 
approved, and directed me to select guides, which 1 did from Captain 
Adams' company, sixth Virginia cavalry, and to direct the front divis- 
ion, in person, at dawn on the following morning. Finding General 
EwelFs division the most advanced, I conducted it through Amiss- 
ville and crossed the Rappahannock at Hinson's mill. Soon after 
crossing the river, I was ordered by General Jackson to take a por- 
tion* of the Black Horse cavalry, Captain Randolph, and Captain 
Tebbs' company second Virginia cavalry, and advance to Salem, which 
place I reached, via Orleans and Hume Run church, about four, P. M., 
without encountering any ^portion of the enemy's forces. Later in 
the evening, Colonel Munford came up, with thessecon'd Virginia cav- 
alry, and we spent the night in the town, the advance of the infantry 
encamping a mile south of the town. 

Early on the morning of the 26th, General Ewell moved forward, fol- 
lowed by A. P. Hill and Taliaferro, passing through The Plains and 
Thoroughfare Gap, to Gainesville. Here, leaving the Manassas road 
and moying to^ the right, the advance came in sight of Bristoe Sta- 
tion, Orange and Alexandria railroad, about sunset, just after one of 
the enemy's trains of cars passed the station. Advancing suddenly, the 
Louisiana brigade captured a number of prisoners, acting as depot 
and bridge guard. In a few minutes another train came in sight, 
moving in the direction of Alexandria. It was fired upon by the 
Louisiana brigade, and an attempt made to stop it, but without effect. 
A third train soon came in sight and was fired upon ; the track, a 
short distance beyond the depot had been previously removed, and the 
train, consisting of an engine with about twenty empty cars, was 
thrown down a high embankment and very much broken. A fifth 
train shared the same fate. Still another came in sight, but returned 
in the direction of Warrenton. General Jackson directed me to move 
the engines and cars across Broad Run bridge, in the direction of Ma- 
nassas Junction, but I reported, after examination, that the engine and 
cars were so broken that it would be impossble to move them ; he 
then ordered me to destroy the bridge over Broad Run, and, at day- 
break on the following morning, to fire the cars and engines, which was 
done. During the night, General Stuart, with a portion of his cav- 
alry and General Trimble's brigade of Ewell's division, took posses- 
sion of Manassas Junction, and early on the following morning, 27th, 
General Taliaferro and General A. P. Hill's divisions joined them at 
that point. General Ewell, with Taylor's, Lawton's and Early's bri- 
gades, remained at Bristoe. After completing the destruction of the 
trains and bridge, in which I was assisted by Captain C. R. Howard 
and Lieutenant H. T. Rogers, of General A. P. Hill's staff, I joined 
General ^Jackson just in time to see the reai»of the enemy's retreat- 
ing column. During the evening, General Ewell had a brisk en- 
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gagement with the advance of Pope's army, moving from Warrenton 
in the direction of Alexandria ; he fell back to Manassas Junction at 
sunset. 

During the night the entire command marched in the direction of 
Sudley Mills, and bivouacked between Cartharpin* creek and Sud- 
ley Mills, one mile north of Groveton. On the following day, I 
was taken sick and sent to the rear, and did not rejoin the command 
till the 19th September. • 

Enclosed you will find a map of the region from Orange Court- 
House to Sudley Mills, with the route of the corps designated by a 
heavy black line. 

I ara, Colonel, most respectfully, 

J. K. BOSWELL, 
Captain and Chief Engineer 2d Army Corps. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN BROWN OF BATTLE OF SLAUGH- 
TER'S GAP. 



Headquarters Nineteenth Virginia Regiment, > 

October 15, 1862. J 

On Sunday, the 14th of September, the nineteenth Virginia regi- 
ment, numbering one hundred and fifty men, after marching from 
Hagerstown, Maryland, to Boonsboro', was ordered to load and pre- 
pare for action. The sun was nearly setting behind the western 
hills when the regiment was formed in line of battle, on the top of a 
hill, with an open space in front, where the enemy lay, concealed 
behind a stone fence, at the, distance of fifteen paces. A murderous 
fire was at once opened upon the regiment by the concealed foe, which 
was manfully replied to by the nineteenth for more than an hour, 
when the ranks were thinned to such an extent as to prove a with- 
drawal absolutely necessary. One-third of the men were rendered 
unable to fight, and a precipitous retreat from the hill was ordered. 
In this engagement Colonel J. B. Strange fell, seriously wounded, 
and, in the reireat, was left behind. His voice was heard after he 
had received his wound urging his men to stand firmly, and he com- 
manded with that coolness and daring that is found only in the truly 
brave. In addition to this severe loss, the regiment mourns the 
death of Lieutenant M. A. Shepherd, of company B, than whom a 
truer patriot, a firmer officer, or a nobler youth, is not to be found in 
our country's service. The list of casualties shows the nuraBer of the 
brave ever to be lamented by the friends of. the nineteenth. The 
command fell upon Captain John L. Cochran, after the fall of Colo- 
nel Strange. Total loss, sixty-three. Names have been heretofore 
furnished. 

B. BROWN, 
Captain commanding Regiment. 



REPORT OF MAJOR EROBEL OF SECOND BATTLE OF 

MANASSAS. 



Camp near Frederick, Maryland, ) 
September 9, 1862. \ 

Captain W. H. Sellers, 

Assistant Adjutant General : ' • 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
participation of the batteries under my command in the battles of 
Friday and Saturday, August 29th and 30th: 

At eleven, A. M., on Friday, I was ordered by General Hood to 
proceed to the right of the turnpike road and report to General 
Stuart. This I did, with Captain Bachman's battery, Reilly being 
already in position on the left, and Garden having no long-range 
pieces. General Stuart had selected a position near the Alexandria 
and Orange railroad. The battery was brought up, and immediately 
opened with marked effect on a column of the enemy moving to the 
right, which at once changed direction, moving rapidly to the left. 
Fifteen rounds were fired, when, the distance being greatly increased, 
I ordered Captain Bachman to cease firing. At one, P. M., Captain 
Reilly was ordered to the left of the turnpike, and to take position 
with other batteries on a hill commanding the hills near Groveton 
house, where the enemy had several batteries strongly posted. Im- 
mediatelji.afterwards, I proceeded with Captain Bachmfan's battery to 
the same position, (Captain Garden's being considered of too short 
range to be effective there.) The position assigned us was on the 
extreme left, both batteries passing through a heavy fire in reaching 
it. After being hotly engaged for two hours and-a-half, and firing 
about one hundred rounds, the enemy ceased firing and withdrew hi3 
guns. We were then ordered to return to tl^ road, for the purpose 
of replenishing our ammunition. At three, P. M., on Saturday, I 
was ordered by General Longstreetto proceed down the turnpike with 
all the batteries and take position on the left of the road, opening fire 
on the enemy's batteries posted in an orchard near Dogan's house. 
Immediately after, I was ordered to change position to the right of 
the road and advance, which was done. Captain Reilly taking posi- 
tion on the hill in front of Groveton houso, engaging the batteries 
. immediately in front, under a terrific fire, while Bachman's battery 
advanced still further, passing through t^e woods to the right, and 
assisted by the howitzer section of.Reilly's battery, under command 
of Lieutenant Myers, opened on the flank. In changing position, 
Captain Bachman had one of his riflfe guns disabled. Both batteries 
were handled with great skill and ^rect, and the fire of the enemy 
soon silenced. It being near dark, and the ammunition exhausted, 
Reilly and Bachman were ordered to withdraw. In the meantime, I 
was ordered by General Longstreet to advance Captain Garden's bat- 
tery in the field on the left of the road. This was done, and a flank- 
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ing fire opened on the batteries near Dogan's house. We were soon, 
however, ordered to cease, as Colonel Law's brigade was advancing in 
the opposite direction on the same point; the Federals, at flie same 
time, manifesting great energy in the. rapidity of their movement 
down the turnpike and Sudley ford road. Captain Garden, with two 
other batteries, continued to pursue until the Sudley road was reached, 
when, notflbeing able to distinguish friend from foe in the darkness, 
the battery was finally withdrawn. 

Of the conduct of officers and men in both engagements I cannot 
speak in terms- too high. Captains Bachman and Garden handled 
their batteries with great skill, while Iteilly sustained his old and well 
merited reputation. Lieutenant Sirgling, a gallant young officer, 
attached to Bachman's battery, fell, seriously (supposed to be mortally) 
wounded, at his guns, setting an example of cool bravery not often 
equalled. Enclosed you will find a list of the killed and wounded. 
I am, Captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. W. FROBEL, 
Major and Chief of Artillery, commanding. 



REPORT OF MAJOR FROBEL OF BATTLE OF SHARPS- 

BURG. 

October I, 1862. 

Captain W. H. Sellers, A. A. G. : 

Captain: In compliance with orders tolreport the participation of 
the batteries under my command in the recent engagements before 
Sharpsburg, I would respectfully submit the following : 

After bringing up the rear on the march from Boonsboro', Cap- 
tains Reilly and Bachman's batteries were placed in position by 
Colonel Walton about noon on Monday, the 15th September, on a 
hill tQ the right of the turnpike road and a short distance in front of 
Sharpsburg ; Garden's battery being held in reserve, in case the 
enemy should attempt an advance by a bridge over the Antietam, 
still further to the right. We held these positions on Monday night. 

On Tuesday, a fierce cannonade was kept up between our batteries 
and those of the enemy, in which Captain Reilly was ordered by 
Colonel Walton to participate until his rifle ammunition was ex- 
hausted, but without any perceptible result. Bachman's battery 
was, at the same time, exposed to a heavy fire, but had orders not to 
reply. Tuesday night we occupied the same positions. 

On Wednesday morning the battle was again renewed. Captain 
Reilly was sent to the rear to replenish, if possible, his exhausted 
ammunition. At eight o'clock, A. M,, Captain Bachman, with a sec- 
tion of Napoleon guns, was ordered to proceed to the extreme left of 
our line and report to General Longstreet. Shortly after, he was 
placed in position in a corn-field, and opened on the enemy at a dis- 
tance of one hundred and fifty yards. The position was exposed to 
the fire of the enemy's sharpshooters, who occupied a wood not more 
than fifty yards off. In a few minutes, the section lost three men 
wounded, two mortally, and six horses killed. Finding that to con- 
tinue longer would involve the loss of his guns, Captain Bachman 
withdrew to a hill near by and reported the section disabled, on 
account of the loss of men and horses. I ordered him to retire, for 
the purpose of repairing damages. In the meantime, his rifle section 
was hotly engaged near the turnpike. This section was in charge 
of Sergeant JSchlemmermeyer, who fought his guns most gallantly, 
and remained in position until all his ammunition was expended. 

At two o'elock, P. M., I received orders from Major General Jones 
to prepare to hold the road leading from the bridge over the Antie- 
tam, on our extreme right. A few minutes after, the enemy were 
reported advancing, the infantry near the bridge at the same time 
giving way. I immediately placed Garden's battery in position on 
the left of the road. The enemy had crossed the bridge and were 
advancing rapidly, under cover of a furious fire from all their batte- 
ries, concentrated upon us, when Garden's battery opened a most 
destructive fire upon them and, assisted by a rifle section under Cap- 
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tain Squiers, soon drove them back. Fearing they might yet turn 
us by passing still further to the right, I directed Captain Garden to 
look well to the road and woods in front of him, while I proceeded 
to the right in search of General Jones. On arriving at the top of 
the hill to the right of the road, the enemy were seen advancing, in 
strong force, in that direction. By permission of General Jones, I 
placed Captain Brown's battery in position at this point. The ene- 
my were distant about four hundred yards, when he opened a hot and 
well directed fire upon them, breaking their ranks and driving them 
back to the cover of a hill from which they had just advanced. 

At this time, large bodies of the enemy (infantry and artillery) 
were moving on the opposite side of the river. When near the 
bridge, they halted some ten or fifteen minutes. I immediately sent 
to Captain Reilly to come up, as the guns then in position were all 
short-range and could not reach them on the bridge. Being without 
ammunition, only his howitzer section was available. I at once 
placed it in position. The enemy had, in the meantime, advanced 
some eight or ten guns across the river and placed them in front of 
us. Under fire of these, assisted by all their long-range batteries on 
the opposite bank, their line advanced. Their sharpshooters at the 
same time opened a hot fire on us from a corn-field on our right, a 
stone fence in front, and a wood and orchard near by. Our batteries 
immediately replied, and continued their fire until the line was broken 
and the enemy recoiled. 

At this time the enemy were distant less than one hundred yards. 
Our ammunition was exhausted. One of Captain Garden's guns was 
dismounted, the carriage being entirely destroyed ; another rendered 
utterly useless by the bursting of a shell, while from one of Captain 
Keilly's pieces all the horses had been killed. But three guns re- 
mained fit for service, and they were without ammunition. Having 
run the pieces to the rear by hand and secured our disabled guns, the 
enemy all the time advancing and firing upon us, I ordered the bat- 
teries to retire. • 

In passing to the turnpike, Lieutenant Ramsay, in command of 
the rifle section of Captain Reilly's battery, came up to our support. 
At that time the enemy occupied the position we had just left, and 
were advancing in line.' I ordered Lieutenant Ramsay to take posi- 
tion in the field to the right of the road and open, which he did, soon 
breaking their line and throwing them into great confusion. At 
this time General A. P. Hill came up, and, charging, drove them 
from the field. 

I regret to report that first Lieutenant Pringle, of Garden's bat- 
tery, after fighting his guns most gallantly, fell, late in the day, 
mortally wounded, and has since died. 

I cannot too highly applaud the conduct of both officers and men. 
Captains Bachman and Reilly fought their batteries with their usual 
determination and devotion to the cause. Captain Garden, Lieu- 
tenants Simmons, Myers, Ramsay, and Sergeant Schlemmermeyer 
deserve particular notice for their gallant conduct during the battle, 
and also Assistant'Surgeon Buist for his attention to the sick. Act- 
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ing Adjutant W. L. Scott rendered me great assistance, and is entitled 
to my warmest thanks. 

Enclosed you will find a list of killed and wounded. 

I am, Captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

B. .W. FROBEL, 
Major and Chief of Artillery, commanding. 



REPORT OF COLONEL BAKER. 



Headquarters First North Carolina Cavalry, / 

August 9, 1862. J 

Captain Barker, 

Assistant Adjutant General First Brigade : 

Captain: I have the honor to report that the enemy advanced to 
the Gatewood field about nine o'clock, P. ML, on the 4th instant, and 
there halted during the night. A courier was despatched to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Young and to me, at that time, saying that the enemy*' 
was coming up in large force — artillery, infantry and cavalry. I 
immediately marched down with my regiment and soon satisfied myself 
that the report forwarded to me was correct. Another courier was 
immediately forwarded by me, about half past ten o'clock, to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Young to make the same report as at first, and to 
Btate that I thought they would go by the Quaker road to Malvern 
Hill in the morning, and that he must be on the a'lert and forward the 
report to General Hampton. I also despatched an officer to General 
Ripley, informing him, as he had directed me to call on him for as- 
sistance whenever necessary. The officer says he reached the General's 
headquarters at a quarter to four, A. M. The General wrote to me 
immediately, authorizing mc to order up a section of artillery and two 
infantry regiments on picket duty about four or five mile3 in my 
rear, and, if this was not enough, to send for the brigade that was 
out working. I sent an order, at six, A. M., for the two regiments of 
infantry and section of artillery to come up, but no answer was sent, 
and they did not come up. I was constantly expecting them until 
the arrival of General Ripley, about eleven o'clock, A. M. No 
explanation has* been given for the failure of the artillery and 
infantry to come to my assistance when ordered to do so. At 
daylight, the enemy advanced by the Nelson house and down the 
Quaker road to Malvern Hill. I sent another officer, at once, to 
General Ripley to announce that intelligence. General Hampton 
came over to my assistance between seven and eight o'clock, A. 
M., with the intention of following them, until I reported their force, 
and also that they were in force in front and already at Malvern Hill. 
Captain Cheek made admirable disposition of his squadron on picket 
to get information, and the men performed the duty with judgment 
and bravery, keeping their position as videttes as long as it was 
possible, so a3 to estimate their force. Lieutenant Iredell, after re- 
maining, with a few -men as videttes until the enemy was in a few 
yards of him, fired and fell slowly back, killing, as I have since 
learned, two men and wounding several. The enemy endeavored to . 
advance his pickets to cover his march, but I dismounted Captain 
Siler's company as skirmishers, and, after a few moments of spirited 
firing, the enemy fell back, and I obtained position to ascertain his 
force again. Captain Siler's officers and men behaved very gallantly. 
26 
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On the 5th and 6th, thirty-three prisoners were captured by Captains 
Barringer's and Houston^ squadrons. I lost seven men (four of 
Captain Cheek's and three of Captain Wood's companies) — a post 
near Malvern Hill, who had orders to report any advance of the ene- 
my to Lieutenant Colonel Young's pickets. They remained too long 
and were unable to make their way to him. One of my men came up to 
me late in the day stating this fact. I also lost, on the 6th, one man 
prisoner from Captain Ruffin's company, arid had one badly wounded 
from Captain Houston's company. 

I am, sir, with much respect, 

h. S. BAKER, 

Colonel First North Carolina Cavalry. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT CQLONEL YOUNG. 

4 

New Market Church, August 8, 1862. 

Lieutenant Hamilton, 

A. and A. A. A. General : t 

Lieutenant.: I have the honor to report that the first courier re- 
ported to me at a quarter past twelve o'clock, A. M., August 5th. 
He was sent by Lieutenant Early, who commanded my squadron on 
picket at Malvern Hill. This courier reported that the enemy were 
advancing, with a large force of cavalry and some artillery, upon the 
left flank of the North Carolina cavalry pickets. I immediately directed 
my adjutant to write a note to General Hampton and inform him of the 
state of affairs, which he did. I ordered the courier to return, and 
directed Lieutenant Early to send out a scouting party. Lieutenant 
Early obeyed the order. The scouting party discovered nothing in. 
their front, and no demonstration was made at this time or afterwards, 
in pur front, as the enemy advanced from the direction of the North 
Carolina pickets. The second courier reported to me between the- 
hours of two and three o'clock. This courier reported from Lieu- 
tenant Early that he had been informed, by a courier from the North. 
Carolina pickets, that the enemy were still advancing, in strong force,, 
upon the North Carolina pickets; that they could distinctly hear the 
sound of the bugles and moving of artillery, This courier was sent 
to General Hampton to report the intelligence to him. About break, 
of day a courier from the North Carolina pickets reported to me 
that the enemy were still advancing, but that his (the North Carolina) 
pickets had not been driven from their posts. He reported that Colonel 
Baker's or my position would be attacked by morning. This courier 
was also sent to General Hampton. At half past five o'clock, A. M., 
another courier reported to me from Lieut. Early. This man reported 
that a battery of artillery had opened upon our reser.va picket and, 
our battery of artillery, (which was at Malvern house,) entirely from 
their rear. The enemy's battery was playing from a hill near Crew's * 
house — the battery was supported by about four hundred cavalry.. 
The courier reported that he had come for support, and that unless 
our people on the hill sffiuld very soon get help they must certainly 
be lost. This courier was sent to General Hampton. In a few^ 
moments after this time, I received an order from General Hampton, 
directing me to leave one squadron at my camp and form the other- 
two squadrons in the field, which was prepartory to moving to the 
support of Colonel Baker. I received no information after this from 
Malvern Hill. It is due to Lieutenant Early to say that he kept up . 
his picket lines during the heavy artillery fire from his rear, nor did; 
he abandon them until ordered by Major Pickett, of the seventeenth! 
Georgia, to do so. During this movement upon Malvern Hill, not a k 
single man of the enemy appeared in front of my pickets. The ene- 
my, to their surprise, were firing from their rear J>efore they were* 
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aware of their proximity, and I must say that, in my opinion, the 
officers of the infantry, artillery and cavalry deserve praise for the 
manner in which they withdrew their troops from the field when they 
believed it vain to hope longer for support. I have to report my 
loss as follows : Two men captured from Lieutenant Early's squadron, 
and two supposed to be killed. 

I am, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

P. M. B. YOUNG, 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding Georgia Legion Cavalry. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL MAGRUDER. 

Brigadier General Wade Hampton : 

Sir: I have the honor to submit for your consideration the follow- 
ing report as to the operations of the enemy in front of our lines oa 
Tuesday last, 5th instant : 

At one o'clock, A. M., I received a verbal message from Colonel 
Baker, through his courier, to this effect : that the enemy had driven 
in his pickets the evening before to RiddclPs shop, and that there 
were no pickets left between RiddelPs shop and my reserve ; he further 
stated the enemy was in large force, composed of artillery, cavalry 
and infantry. From the withdrawal of Colonel Baker's pickets on my 
right, thereby preventing any communication, on the Charles City 
road, between Colonel Baker's and mine, besides exposing my right 
entirely to approach of the enemy in case Colonel B. should fall back, 
of which I could have had no information in time. I immediately, 
upon reception of the above information, ordered Captain W. B. 
Clement, commanding the picket post, to draw in his pickets on the 
left to the junction of the Long Bridge with the Charles City (some- 
times called Quaker) road, also to picket what is called the Turner 
road, a cross road leading from Long # Bridge road to White Oak 
Swamp bridge, and to extend his line on Charles City further to my 
right, to guard against surprise in that direction, to be so picketed a3 
regularly io communicate one with another, thus, in the speediest 
possible time, giving information to the reserve, which was at the 
bridge, a short distance this side, so as to be under cover of the woods, 
it not being practicable on the opposite side. Between nine and ten, 
upon my return from visiting a portion of my picket lines, I sug- 
gested to Captain Clement the propriety of loosening a few of the 
poles on the bridge, so that in case of an advance of cavalry, at 
shortest possible notice, to tear up a portion of the bridge, so tis to 
check and throw in confusion the advance column, whilst the men in 
ambush would open upon them. All of the orders, according to 
Captain Clement's report, seem to have been obeyed, as the following 
report, furnished by Captain C, will show. The orderly sergeant, 
with nine men, superintended by Captain C, dismounted to loosen 
the logs of the bridge ; they had barely commenced before pickets 
reported the enemy advancing upon Turner and Dr. Perman's road. 
Captain C. ordered courier to return and watch movements, and stated 
he would be with him in a moment. Before getting on his horse, 
(some fifty yards distant, when receiving the above information,) 
Captain C. heard firing, accompanied with a yell, and saw the pickets 
flying from tho hill, closely pursued by the enemy's cavalry. This 
body of cavalry approached under cover of the woods, leaving the 
road and hugging closely to the swamp until within a short distance 
of the bridge. The pickets were watching the advance of another 
body of the enemy, and came very near being cutoff from the bridge, 
before seeing the approach of the second body. Captain Clement 
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attempted to check the column by ordering his men forward and 
meeting them, but soon saw the impracticability of this move, as the 
enemy was nearer the bridge than he ; the men were drawn up by the 
side of the road<ind ordered to reserve their fire until the head of the 
column approached very near, hoping thereby to check the column 
and give time to the men on foot to mount. The men stood firm 
amidst the fire of the enemy, and did not fire until ordered, which was 
not given until they were in fifteen yards*of the picket. Unfortu- 
nately most of our guns failed fire, from having been exposed twenty- 
four hours on picket duty, as well as caps being indifferent. Captain 
C. ordered his men to fall back through the swamp, it being the only 
mode of escape. Captain C.'s and Caskie's companies were on picket. 
In the skirmish Captain Clement lost six men and eight horses, sup- 
posed to have been captured. Lieutenant Doyle, of Captain Caskie's 
company, having absented himself from camp since the skirmish, I 
cannot be positive as to the exact number missing in his company. 
They report four missing, making ten in all. Three of the ten are 
reported wounded. How many of the enemy were killed we cannot 
tell ; # several saddles were emptied and five horses killed. One hundred 
men were dismounted and in ambush this side of the swamp, the rest 
of the regiment was drawn up in protecting distance, with seven 
pieces of artillery. Not less than fifteen hundred cavalry could be 
seen on the opposite hill, in addition to which I have since learned 
there was a large body of infantry also. I held my position on this 
side the bridge all day; the enemy, maintaining his on opposite hill, 
about twelve hundred yards distant, moved off in the night, loaying a few 
pickets only, which could be seen next morning. 

On the 6th, I scouted on opposite side of the swamp some four or 
five miles, capturing eight piisoners. 

I have made diligent search as to negligence on part of picket, but 
have found nothing indicating negligence, unless it be some of the 
men did not believe, after being told by picket, that the enemy were 
approaching, and Lieutenant Doyle, thoughtlessly, was dismounted, 
and had sent his horse some distance to water. My pickets were so 
placed, it seems to me, without carelessness, could not have been 
captured. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. T. MAGRUDER, 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding Tenth Cavalry. 



REPORT OF COLONEL T. T. MUNFORD. • 

Headquarters Robertson's Brigade, 1862. 

Major J. T. W. Hairston, 

Assistant Adjutant General: 

Major : I have the honor to report that on the 25th August, my regi- 
ment, stationed near Waterloo bridge, was ordered to report to Major 
General Jackson for active service. One squadron sharpshooters, un- 
der Captain Ridgeley Brown, was left at the bridge, at Ilinson's mill 
I was ordered in advance with instructions to picket every road lead- 
ing towards the enemy, which roads were to be held until the whole 
army passed. The first night we halted at Salem, and occupied 
Thoroughfare Gap as soon after dawn as the advance could get there. 

On the evening of the 26th, the advance guard captured some twelve 
or fifteen Yankees at Haymarket and Gainesville. They seemed en- 
tirely ignorant of any movement of our army, and we passed on to- 
wards Bristoe Station. Ascertaining that the depot was guarded by 
a company of cavalry and one of infantry, I was ordered to capture 
them (the pickets detailed en route had reduced my regiment to about 
one hundred men) and surprise their whole command ; but most of 
their cavalry scampered away with their horses, and many of the infantry 
fled to the hotel and other houses, and opened fire upon us. Just at 
this crisis a train of cars approached, which we attempted t£> throw 
from the track by placing sills on it; but in this did not succeed, as 
the time and materials at hand were not sufficient. In this skirmish 
we killed two of the enemy, wounded seven and captured forty-three, 
including the lieutenant colonel of the fourth New York regiment, a 
major, three captains and four lieutenants. We also captured four- 
teen cavalry horses with some few sabres, carbines and pistols. Lieu- 
tenant Wilson and privates Saunders and Everett, of company A, 
were badly wounded by guns fired from the windows of the houses. 

The Louisiana brigade came • up to our support, and succeeded in 
capturing several trains of cars. The next day I was engaged in 
protecting the flank of General Eweli's division, and followed in his 
rear from Manassas, picking up stragglers and destroying stores aban- 
doned the day previous by the enemy. At Groveton I was ordered 
to join the brigade under General Robertson. About four o'clock, 
P. M., on the 50th, my regiment was ordered to the front, when we 
arrived nearly upon the spot where my command had stood for hours 
during the battle of July 21st, 1861. We found a company of the 
enemy's cavalry, and Lieutenant Colonel Watts was ordered to charge 
them with one squadron, which he did with his usual good spirit, and 
put them to flight ; but soon discovered that they were the advance 
guards of Gen. Buford's cavalry brigade, stationed under the hill, near 
Lewis' ford, which caused him to halt, when the rest of my regiment 
was ordered up to his support. As soon as I had formed my command, 
I determined to move to the rear for a better position; but as soon as 
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I commenced this move, the enemy advanced upon me. We were then 
near enough to hear each other's commands. Hearing the command, 
" Forward, trot," I wheeled my command to the right-about by fours , 
and went at them with drawn sabres. The enemy were in columns 
by regiments, composed of the first Michigan, fourth New York and 
first Virginia. My regiment, in line of battle, going at a gallop, went 
through the advanced line of the enemy, engaged thi3 and the second 
line in a hand-to-hand fight. We were soop overpowered by numbers, 
and a running fight ensued, the two commands being thoroughly in- 
termingled. As soon as the seventh and twelfth reinforced me, the 
whole of the enemy's command commenced a retreat. Had my regi- 
ment been promptly reinforced my command would not have suffered 
so severely. My regiment behaved as gallantly as any body of men 
could do. Lieutenant Colonel Watts, Major Breckinridge, Lieutenant 
Kelso, of company A, and Lieutenant Walton, of company C, were 
severely wounded. Privates William Watson, Caleb Dooley, of com- 
pany A; B. Peck, S. W. McCluer, C. Frazier, J. M. Denton and W. 
B?|hop, of company C; S. Martin, company D; J. Shelton, G. T. 
Rucker, company E; F P. Harris, J. M. Garrett, G. Leftwitch, * L. 
Roberts, company F; Jenkins* company G ; R. A. Cheatham and 
James Walker, company II ; Joseph Perkins and Moss, company K, 
and John Lonely and R. W. Nelson, of Captain Brown's Maryland 
company, were severely wounded and disabled. Some twelve other3 
were slightly wounded, but continued with the command. Privates 
F. Noel and B. Watson, of Company A, and Mann, company H, were 
killed. It is proper to state that my own horse was killed, and that I 
was dismounted by a blow. I did not pursue the enemy further than 
Bull Run. General Robertson came up and assumed command. 

The seventh and twelfth were much complimented by those who 
witnessed their pursuit of the enemy. I herewith, enclose reports of 
the commanding officers. The brigade captured about three hundred 
prisoners with a large number of horses, arms and accoutrements. 
I am, Major, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

THOS. T. MUNFORD, 

Colonel commanding. 



REPORT OF COLONEL T. L. ROSSER. 



Headquarters Fifth Virginia Cavalry, ) 
January 10, 1363. J 

General J. E. B. Stuart, commanding : 

I arrived at Groveton, where I learned that the enemy was moving 
his wagons on a 'private road to Mana63as Junction. I procured * 
section of artillery from Colonel Bradley Johnson and attacked them, 
dispersing their train and turning them back. This I reported to 
General Jackson, who proceeded to the point where I had attacked 
the enemy to examine the ground and the nature of the movement, 
ordering me at the same time to picket well to the front on the turnpike. 
I soon found that the enemy, being interrupted on this'private road, 
had changed the direction of his march and came immediately down 
the pike. General Jackson then attacked him on his left flank, and 
I, holding my regiment on the right, occupied myself in guarding 
the right, and capturing many prisoners of cavalry and infantry. I 
camped on the field. 

Next morning I moved around to Gainesville, where, after cap- 
turing about forty cavalry, I was driven back by the enemy's infantry. 
Soon after this, I received orders from General Stuart to join the 
column advancing from Haymarket. 

* * * * * * # #*# 

Respectfully, 

T. L. ROSSER, 
Colonel' Fifth Virginia Cavalry. 

Official : 

R. Chanmng Price, 

First Lieutenant and A. A. A. General. 



Headquarters Fifth Virginia Cavalry, ) 
October 5, 1862. ) 

To Major General J. E. B. Stuart, 

Commanding Cavalry Division : 

General : On the morning of August 30th, my regiment having 
been considerably reduced by details of one kind or other, the re- 
mainder was, in obedience to your order, placed on picket on the 
extreme right, in the direction of Bristoe, under command of Major 
Dougla3. 

Having been placed in command of all the artillery under your 
command the day previous, I still exercised control of it, and near 
house, occupied by you as your headquarters, with Sib- 
ling's and Rodgers' batteries, I had been firing an occasional shot 
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at the enemy, who threatened the position occupied by General 
Hood. When the order for the lines to advance was given, the ene- 
my's position on the right being very strong,. (occupying high wooded 
ground,) I threw Captains Eshleman, (Washington artillery,) Strib- 
ling and Rcdgers on the extreme right of our lines, sending 
Richardson (Washington artillery) more to the left, to take position 
near the Chinn house, Stribling sufficiently to the right and front, 
and opened on a portion of the enemy's lines and artillery, which fire 
very soon caus'ed them to change their position ; then advancing by 
battery steadily on, when I arrived near the Wheeler house, where 
I founcf myself at least a half of a mile in advance of our lines on 
my left, thus driving the enemy, by this terrible fire of artillery, 
back on Bull Run. 

Receiving information that the enemy was pressing the cavalry, 
which was my support on the right, I sent two guns of Captain 
Eshleman's battery, under command of Lieutenant Joseph Norcom, 
to its support. Seeing that 1 had an enfilading and reversed fire, I 
posted my guns to the best advantage and opened a most terrific fire 
upon him, which caused him to attempt to carry, by a desperate 
charge, my advance battery, which was gallantly met and repulsed by 
Rodger's canister ; but the cavalry being all the time my only sup- 
port, and my position at this time being very close to the enemy, I 
drew my batteries up en echelon, and by keeping up a continued fire I 
soon caused the enemy to seek shelter under' cover of the hill, which 
change in his position very much relieved our infantry. 

Darkness had come on. The enemy's sharpshooters were lying 
just over the hill, in a thick undergrowth of pines. To advance ray 
batteries to a thick undergrowth occupied entirely by infantry being 
perfectly absurd, and being unable to dislodge them, even with can- 
ister, I was unable to advance further. After making repeated, but 
fruitless, endeavors to get infantry (which, by the way, was at this 
time near at hand — Arraistead's brigade) to drive them away, the 
firing all along the lines having ceased, I ordered the batteries also 
to cease firing and move. 

I am proud to speak of the gallant conduct of Captain Rodgers 
and his command, who, by coolness and determination, received the 
charge of a brigade with a fearful volley of canister, waiting first 
until the enemy reached the deadly ground of fifty paces. Indeed, 
the conduct of* both officers and men in this desperate struggle entitle 
them to their country's gratitude. 

Early on the following morning, resuming command of my regi- 
ment, I withdrew my pickets and went in pursuit of the enemy, and, 
being very soon joined by you, the results you doubtless remember, 
as you were present and witnessed the conduct of the regiment on 
overtaking the enemy. Later in the day, Robertson's brigade having 
come up, in pursuance with your orders I proceeded, with a command 
composed of my regiment, a detail of fifty nuen of Robertson's com- 
mand, and one piece of the Washington artillery, to Manassas, which 
I found abandoned, save but by over four hundred stragglers, whom 
I captured, with a large lot of small arms. Five elegant ambulances, 
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with horses and harness complete, and a quantity of medical stores, 
all of which were duly turned over to the proper authorities. After 
getting all information I could obtain from citizens, and from strag- 
glers of Banks' division, (who, by the w^y, had recreated by way of 
Bristoe and Brentsville, after destroying a large lot of ammunition 
and stores at the former place,) I returned and rejoined my brigade 
next day. 

I have the honor to be, 

Most respectfully, General, your obedient servant, 

T. L. ROSSER. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN SQUIERS OF THE WASHINGTON 



• ARTILLERY. 

Bivouac Near Martinsburg, Va., ) 
September 22, 1862. J 

Colonel J. B. Walton, 

Chief of Artillery Right Wing, A. N. V. : 

Colonel : Early on the morning of the 23d of August, the artillery, 
composed of the first company of Washington Artillery, (four three- 
inch rifles,) and Captain Stribbling's battery, (three Napoleon guns and 
one three-inch rifle,) marched in the direction of the hill opposite to 
Rappahannock Station, which you had previously ordered should be 
occupied by these batteries. While en route, Major J. J. Garnett 
informed me that the infantry which was to support the artillery was 
late in forming, and ordered me to place the guns under cover until 
the support should arrive. Shortly after the brigade of General 
Evans came up and toot position. In the meantime Lieutenant 
Chapman reported with a section of the Dixie Artillery, composed of 
one Napoleon gun and one three-inch rifle. Major Garnett ordered 
me to place the batteries in line in rear of the hill which, in your 
reconnoissance, you had determined should be occupied by the artil- 
lery, which was to form the right of the line of fire. The batteries 
were formed in line from right to left in the following order : First 
company Washington Artillery, four three-inch rifle guns ; Dixie 
Artillery, one Napoleon gun and one three-inch rifle ; Stribbling's 
battery, three Napoleon guns and one three-inch rifle. This had 
scarcely been accomplished when the signal was given from your 
position to " commence firing," which was quickly responded to by 
the enemy. The combat was briskly carried on by the artillery 
directly in our front for half an hour, when the en^my placed a bat- 
tery on the extreme left, and had partly succeeded in enfilading our 
batteries, when I withdrew the section of Lieutenant Galbraith, and 
directed him to engage the enemy on the left, in order to keep him 
from enfilading our position, which object Lieutenant G. accomplished 
under a heavy fire, and was partly forced from his first position, when 
Lieutenant Sandry, with a section of Captain Maurin's battery, re- 
ported, and was sent to assist Lieutenant G. — the four guns being 
placed under Lieutenant G., who managed to keep a heavy enfilading 
fire from the main batteries by the coolness and bravery with which 
he manoeuvred this battery. The fire on both sides now became 
general and rapid. The enemy placed more artillery in position, and 
for some time I thought I should have to retire, but the enemy soon 
slackened his fire, and it was evident he was worsted by the projectiles 
with which our artillerists assailed him. An officer now came from 
the right and informed me that the infantry were preparing to charge, 
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and to cease firing as soon as they appeared. I kept up the fire, 
returning shot for shot with the enemy, who appeared to be willing to 
give up the combat. Seeing this, and being informed that General 
Evans (commanding the infantry) was advancing to attack the enemy, 
I ordered the four (reserve) guns of Lieutenant Galbraith in position, 
to engage the enemy's artillery and draw his attention while our 
troops were advancing. Our artillery now consisted of eight guns, 
vhs: One section of the Washington Artillery and one section of 
Maurin's battery, Lieutenant E. Owen, of the Washington Artillery, 
commanding ; one section of the Washington Artillery and one sec- 
tion of the Dixie Artillery, Lieutenant Galbraith commanding. Cap- 
tain Stribbling had expended all his ammunition, and I ordered him 
from the field to replenish. The firing was now briskly renewed on 
both sides, which lasted for twenty minutes. The enemy finally gave 
up his position, retired across the Rappahannock, and only replied 
occasionally to our fire, and in an hour after ceased firing altogether. 

It is with pleasure I am enabled to speak of the gallantry with 
which Captain Stribbling, officers and men, behaved on this occasion. 
Lieutenant Chapman, with his section of the Dixie Artillery, behaved 
with great coolness, and handled his guns with effect. To Lieuten- 
ants E. Owen, J. M. Galbraith, and those under their command, I 
would especially call your attention. Both officers commanded full 
batteries, and handled them with the coolness, bravery and good 
judgment which has so often on previous occasions won the confidence 
of their men. Sergeants T. T. Aby, C. L. C. Duprey and L. M. 
Montgomery rendered me efficient service. The latter, on previous 
occasions, has placed me under many obligations for his voluntary 
services. 

i 

Casualties : 

First Company Battalion Washington Artillery. — Killed: Privates W. 
Chambers, R. T. Marshall, J. Reddington and II. Koss — 4. Wounded : 
Corporal W. H. West, privates John R. Fell, T. T. Turner, M. 
Mount and W. R. Falconer. — 5. 

Dixie Artillery. — Wounded : Privates John Eddins, Westley Pence, 
John Knight and Daniel Martin — 4. 

Stribbling's Battery. — Wounded : Lieutenant Archer and one pri- 
vate — 2. 

Total, 4 killed and 8 wounded. 



Horses Killed. Wounded. 
First company Bat. Washington Art'y, 1 . 1 
Stribbling's battery, 4 0 
Dixie battery, 0 

Total, 6 1 



One three-inch rifle gun exploded during actios* The batteries 
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were engaged from about seven o'olock, A. M., to eleven o'clock, A, 
M., and expended the following ammunition : 



First company "Washington Artillery, - - - 400 

Section of Dixie Artillery, - - - - . 299 

Section of Maurin's Artillery, - - - 119 

Stripling's Artillery, 354 

Leake's Artillery, (one gun,) - - - - • 10 



Total number of rounds, - - - - - -1,182 



Captain Leake reported after the enemy had retired with one rifle 
and three smooth-bore guns. He sustained no loss. About two 
o'clock, P. M., Major Garnett rode up and requested me to send four 
rifle guns to Colonel S. D. Lee, who was on the right, near the Cen- 
tral railroad. For this purpose I detached Lieutenant Owen with one 
section of the Washington Artillery and one section of Maurin's bat- 
tery. In obedience to jour orders, at half-past five o'clock, P. M., I 
ordered all the guns back to their respective commands. 

Very respectfully, Colonel, your obedient servant, 

C. W. SQUIERS, 
Captain commanding First Company Bat. Washington Artillery. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN MILLER, WASHINGTON ARTIL. 

LERY. 



Bivouac near Martinsburg, September 23d, 1862. 

To Colonel J. B. Walton, 

Colonel and Chief of Artillery Division : 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 
23d August, ultimo, pursuant to your orders, I proceeded with my 
battery of four smooth-bore Napoleon twelve-pounders, to a point on' 
the right of and near the road to Beverley ford, on the Rappahan- 
nock river, and distant about a thousand yards from the river. My 
position on a hill sloping towards the river, was not such a orie as I 
would have desired, though doubtless the best the locality afforded. 
At sunrise, I discovered a battery of the enemy in position immedi- 
ately in our front on a hill on the north side of the river, and I opened 
on it with spherical case. The enemy replied briskly, and for half an 
hour the firing was very spirited. During this time, I was considera- 
bly annoyed by an enfilading fire of a long-range battery, posted to 
our right, and entirely beyond our range. After nearly an hour's 
engagement, I was gratified to notice that the fire of the battery 
in our front had perceptibly slackened, indeed, almost entirely ceased. 
Up to this time but one of my men had been wounded, and two'horses 
killed. The batteries supporting me on my left at this juncture re- 
tired from the field, subjecting me to a galling cross fire from the en- 
emy's rifle battery in their front. I immediately changed front on 
the left and replied. The enemy having our exact range, fired with 
terrible precision and effect. For some time we maintained this 
unequal .conflict, when, having nearly exhausted my ammunition, 
and, agreeably to your orders, I retired by half battery from the 
field. 

I have to mourn the loss of a gallant officer in the person of First 
Lieutenant Isaac W. Brewer, who was killed just as he was taking 
his section from the field. Throughout the fight he managed his sec- 
tion with consummate ability, and fell while cheering his men. The 
service has lost no braver officer. 

My ca&ualties were : 

Killed, First Lieut. I. W. Brewer ; privates, Thompson, McDon- 
ald and Dolan — four. 

Wounded, Corporal P. W. Pettiss ; privates James Tully, Levy, 
Bourshee, Maxwell, Crilly, Kerwin, Lynch and Joubert— nine. 

Twenty-one horses killed. Three hundred and fifty-six rounds am- 
munition expended. 

I would be pleased to pay a tribute to the coolness and intrepidity 
of my command; but, where all acted so well, it would be invidious to 
particularize. I should be wanting in my duty, however, w T ere I not 
to mention Lieutenants Hero and McElroy, and my non-commissioned 
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cfficerj, Sergeants McNeil, Handy, Collins, Ellis and Stocker, and 
Corporals Ceyle, Krennielberg, Pettiss and De Blanc, who,«by their 
coolness and close attention to duty, contributed not a little to the 
efficiency of my battery. 

Repectfully, 

M. B. MItLER, 
Captain commandqig 3d company B. W. A. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL R. L. WALKER. 



Headquarters Artillery Battalion, March 1, 1863, 

Major R. C. Morgan, 

Assistant Adjutant General, Light Division : 

Major : I have the honor to submit the follQwing report of the part 
taken by the artillery of the light division in the series of battles, 
commencing with Warrenton Springs, August 24, 1862: 

We arrived, as you know, near Warrenton Springs, on Friday 
evening the 22d of August. My command was all encamped that 
night near Scott's house. At early dawn on Saturday morning, I 
had all my batteries, with the exception of Captain Crenshaw's (his 
being short-range guns) battery, posted on the heights.^ Captain 
Mcintosh's occupying the right, Captain Xatham next, Captain Fleet and 
Lieutenant Hardy next. On west side of the road leading from Jef- 
fersonton to Warrenton Springs, Captains Braxton and Davidson were 
in position. All was quiet on Saturday, until late in the evening, when 
the enemy advanced several of their batteries and attacked the artil- 
lery and infantry of General Early's brigade, which* had been thrown 
across the river. In this we took no part. On Sunday morning, the 
24th August, the enemy commenced taking position opposite our 
batteries. General Early having been withdrawn, at ten o'clock they 
opened a terrific fire upon our position, to which w6 replied for a few 
minutes, but received an order to withhold our fire until the infantry 
should make its appearance. At about twelve, the enemy's infantry 
advanced, apparently with the intention of taking possession of the 
bridge which we, the day before, constructed. In accordance with 
orders, we opened upon them with all the guns. They were soon 
driven back, occasionally showing themselves afterwards ; but with 
the same result. Their loss was great, and, though we were under a 
terrific fire from not less than seven batteries from ten o'clock till six, 
P. M., our loss was very small. The officers and men distinguished 
themselves on this occasion. We were relieved, at six o'clock, P. M., 
by the artillery of General Hood's division, and retired to camp near 
Jeffersonton. My batteries were unparked &t early dawn on Monday 
morning, August 25th, and, after a most fatiguing march, arrived at 
Bristoe Station about nine o'clock Tuesday night, where we camped 
for the night. Wednesday morning, I was ordered to follow my 
division to Manassas. As we approached the junction we were fired 
upon by two of the enemy's rifled guns. Captain Pegram being in 
front, his battery was carried forward and placed in position in an old 
redoubt. Captain Braxton's battery was posted on the east side of 
the railroad, and the batteries of Captains Mcintosh and Crenshaw 
occupied the intermediate ground. The enemy's battery was soon 
silenced, and a New Jersey brigade was, after some very pretty prac- 
tice on the part of Captains Pegram, Crenshaw, Mcintosh and Brax- 
ton, broken and put to flight. We moved on with the intention of 
27 
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following them up, but the character of the country was such as to 
render successful pursuit impossible, and the idea was abandoned. 
There was no loss on our side ; but it is believed that the loss of the 
enemy was considerable. Wednesday night, at twelve o'clock, we 
took up line of march for Centreville, and from thence we marched 
to the battle-field of Manassas, where we arrived Thursday evening, 
the 28th of August. The artillery took no part in the engagement 
cf that afternoon. On Friday, the 29th August, the batteries were 
placed in position on the ridge in rear and to the left of General A. 
P. Hill's division. Captain Braxton's battery was engaged early in 
the forenoon on the extreme left, with the loss of some of his horses. 
Upon the cessation of the enemy's fire, ours ceased also. In the 
afternoon, a section of Captain Pegram's battery hotly engaged the 
enemy on the right. His position was in rear of General Fields' and 
Gregg's brigades. The loss of this section was very heavy, and, the 
fire continuing with unremitted severity, it was withdrawn. Captain 
Braxton was then ordered to the position, and, with five guns, held it, 
with loss, under a terrific fire, until night closed in upon the field. 
Captain Crenshaw's battery was also engaged during the day from a 
point in rear of General Pender's brigade. On Saturday, August 
30th, the batteries of Captains Braxton, Pegram, Latham, Davidson, 
Mcintosh and Crenshaw, were all engaged at intervals on the left and 
rear of the infantry. The enemy made several demonstrations with 
both infantry and artillery on the left, all of which were promptly 
repelled by those batteries. 

In the battle of Ox Hill, Monday, September 1st, my command did 
not participate, though near the spot and under fire. Two o£the bat- 
teries, viz : Captain Mcintosh's and Braxton's, being in position. 

At Leesburg, the batteries of Captains Latham and Fleet, and a 
section of Captain Pegram's, were, by order, left in camp to recruit. 
Nothing worthy of mention in this report transpired in our march 
through Maryland, nor until our arrival at Harper's Ferry on the 
13th of September. 

In the afternoon of Sunday, the 14th, my artillery, by order of 
Major General Hill, went into battery on a height some two miles 
southwest of Bolivar Heights, from which point we shelled the woods 
on Bolivar Heights, south of the enemy's earthworks. About sunset 
of the same evening, the rifle section of Captain Mcintosh's command 
went into battery on Bolivar Heights at a point about eight hundred 
yards distant from the enemy's earthworks. General Hill's division 
being in advance of him. 

Before dawn next morning, Monday 18th, a section from the bat- 
teries of Captains Braxton, Pegram and Davidson, and the full bat- 
tery of Captain Crenshaw, were carried, though with much difficulty, 
to the point occupied by Captain Mcintosh, (Captain Crenshaw's bat- 
tery was held in reserve, there being no position for his guns.) At 
daylight, the batteries opened with rapid and effective fire upon the 
enemy's works, and were responded to by two batteries, firing quickly 
and without good direction. 

By General Hill's order, our fire ceased as soon as that of the 
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enemy was discontinued, which occurred in an hour. At the latter 
part of the engagement, Captain Crenshaw relieved Captain -Braxton, 
whose ammunition was exhausted. 

After a short interval, the enemy's guns again opened, but slowly 
and without effect. The guns of Captains Pegram and Crenshaw 
were advanced about four hundred yards nearer their earthworks, and 
opened furiously upon it. In five minutes a white flag floated upon 
the works, and the battle ceased. In this battle our casualties were 
slight, as heretofore reported. 

I carried four of my batteries into the fight at Sharpsburg, viz : 
Braxton's, Pegram's, Mcintosh's and Crenshaw's ; Captain Davidson's 
was left at Harper's Ferry with General Thomas' brigade. My com- 
mand arrived upon the field at about three, P. M., and went imme- 
diately into action. Captain Mcintosh took position to the right and 
in rear of General Toombs' brigade — in rear of the position after- 
wards taken by General Archer's brigade. Here he was hotly 
encountered by several batteries of the enemy, to whom he responded 
vigorously until his attention was attracted by the steady and formi- 
dable advance of the enemy's infantry upon his position. The infan- 
try on the left not supporting him, the enemy continued to advance 
in defiance of his rapid and effective fire-, until within sixty yards ol 
his guns, when Captain Mcintosh was forced to withdraw his men,, 
horses and limbers. By this time, General Archer's brigade had 
formed in line of battle to the rear of the battery, and, before the- 
enemy reached the guns, charged and drove them back in great con- 
fusion. Captain Pegram's battery was posted on the right of Captain 
Mcintosh's, and directed to fire chiefly upon the enemy's infantry. 
One gun of this batterj#(the ammunition of the balance having given 
out) together with Captain Braxton's rifle, which had been engaging 
the enemy from a point to the right and rear of Captain Pegram's, 
were, at four and-a-half, P. M., placed in battery on a height forming, 
the extreme right of the light division and giving an enfilading, fire. 
From this point, they were worked with beautiful precision and great 
effect upon the infantry of the enemy till nightfall closed the engage- 
ment. Captain Pegram's gun was withdrawn after a few rounds* the 
men being exhausted by their march from Harper's Ferry and the 
labor of the guns. Captain Crenshaw's battery was the last to reach 
the field and take position on a hill in front of Captain Mcintosh's, 
from which, disregarding the enemy's artillery, he directed his^ fire- 
entirely at their infantry. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. L. WALKER; 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding Battalion^. 



REPORT OF COLONEL A. W. HARMAN. ] 

Headquarters Twelfth Virginia Cavalry, ) 

October 6, 1862. J 

To Colonel T. T. Mux fort. 

Commanding Robertson's Brigade : 

Colonel: At Manassas, on the 30th of August, about four o'clook, 
P. M., I was ordered, with six companies of my regiment, (A, B, C, 
X>, E, F and H,) to support the second Virginia cavalry. I found 
the enemy occupying the hill to the right of the Lewis house with the 
first Virginia cavalry, supported by a New York and the first Michi- 
gan cavalry, drawn up about two hundred yards in "their rear. I 
charged the regiment on the hill and drove them back on their sup- 
ports, which were, in quick succession, broken and driven back in 
complete disorder. I pursued them over the run and as far as the 
pike, near the stone bridge, capturing many prisoners, among them 
Colonel Broadhead and Major Atwood, of the first Michigan cavalry, 
the former severely wounded. My loss was six men wounded. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. W. HARMAN, 
Colonel Tuodftk Virginia Cavalry. 



REPORT OF MAJOR PELHAM OF ACTION AT GROVETON 

HEIGHTS. 



Near Fredericksburg, January 10, 1863. 

General J. E. B. Stuart : 

General : In compliance with your wishes, I submit the following 
memoranda of the part taken by my battery in the battle of Grove- 
ton Heights : 

By your orders, I left Centreville on Thursday, the 28th of 
August, 1862, in rear of General Jackson's corp3. I marched with- 
out interruption till I had crossed Bull Run, at Lewis' ford, when a 
small party of the enemy's cavalry appeared in my rear. I detached 
Lieutenant Breathed with one piece as a rear-guard, and moved on 
with the rest of my battery. A few well-directed shots from 
Breathed's gun drove the enemy off. I moved up the Warrenton 
pike, and, when near the " Jim Robinson house," I overtook the rear 
of General A. P. Hill's division, which had just left the turnpike and 
was moving along a by-road to the* right. I moved to the right of 
this division and passed it. I moved on and parked my battery in a 
field, where General Jackson had ordered all his artillery to await 
orders. 

Just before night, orders came for twenty pieces to move rapidly 
to the front. I took three pieces, at a gallop, through a thick wood 
in front of this general park, bearing to the right of the troops in 
position, (EwelPs division,) crossed the old railroad about one mile 
from Groveton, and took position between it and the turnpike. I 
neglected to state that one of my guns was unable to keep up and 
was lost from the battery, it being dark and the road narrow and 
winding. I reported to General Jackson, and he told me that his 
chief of artillery, Major Shumaker, would show me a position. He 
conducted me across the railroad, as above stated. I moved on at a 
gallop until a heavy volley of musketry apprised me of the enemy's 
presence. I immediately put my guns in position, and engaged 
them at about fifty or sixty yards. We continued the fight for an 
hour or more, when, our reinforcements coming up, we drove the 
enemy back. 

During the latter part of this fight I had but one gun, the other 
having been taken off by the order of some^nounted officer. It was 
dark, and no one could tell who he was, while my attention was 
wholly directed to the right piece. 

After the fight wa# over, I collected the other pieces of my battery 
and reported to General Stuart the next morning. [See his memoranda 
up to this time.] I was, by him, ordered to report to General Jack- 
son, which I did ; and he ordered me to ride over the field with him,, 
and, after pointing out the different roads, he gave me discretionary 
orders to engage my battery wherever a fitting opportunity should 
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occur. General A. P. Hill sent for some artillery to be thrown rap- 
idly forward, as the enemy were giving way. I placed my battery 
in position, near the railroad, and opened on some batteries and a 
column of infantry posted on the hills around Groveton. 

JOHN PELHAM, 
- Major Horse Artillery. 



REPORT OF MAJOR HAIRSTON. 



Gainesville, August 29, 1862—8, P. M. 

To Colonel Chilton, A. A. G v : 

In obedience to General Lee's order, I started this morning, at 
eight o'clock, with one hundred and fifty cavalry, to goto Warrenton, 
" to find out if any of the enemy's forces were still in the vicinity of 
that place." I went from Thoroughfare to the right on a by-road, 
which took me into the Winchester road two miles below Warrenton, 
and came up to the rear of the town. I enquired of the citizens and 
persons I met on the way, but could not hear that any of their forces 
were in the vicinity of that place. They informed me that the last 
left yesterday morning in the direction of Gainesville and Warrenton 
Junction. We picked up on the way forty-six prisoners, thirty mus- 
kets and rifles, one deserter from the Stuart horse artillery, and one 
sutler, with his wagon and driver. I also paroled two lieutenants in 
Warrenton, who were too sick to travel. What shall I do w r ith the 
prisoners ? 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL H. HAIRSTON, 
Major commanding, by order of General Lee> 

Note. — This was made of men from every regiment in your com- 
mand, with one entire company, headed by the captain, that General 
Lee had handled at Thoroughfare and turned over to me when he 
ordered me to go on the expedition. 

S. H. H. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN MYERS OF SEVENTH VIRGINIA 

CAVALRY. 

Camp Seventh Virginia Cavalry, > 
* , October 25, 18C2. J 

Colonel Munford, 

Commanding Robertson's Brigade : 

The seventh regiment, under my charge on the 30th August last, 
formed the third regiment in column (the twelfth preceding it and the 
second being in advance) when the order was given for us to advance 
towards Centreville from our position on the extreme right of the in- 
fantry that day. We moved about two miles in that direction, when 
the command was halted a little to the right of the road we started 
on, and the second ordered over the hill on the right of the column. 
The second being soon engaged with the enemy, we were ordered to 
support it, the twelfth preceding the seventh regiment. When the 
head of our right came to the top of the hill, on the right, the enemy 
were drawn up in line of battle on an opposite hill, about four hun- 
dred yards distant, their line extending a considerable distance on the 
left. When the second and twelfth engaged the enemy, I ordered the 
regiment to charge,, with drawn sabres, on their right flank', which the 
whole command obeyed with the greatest alacrity, charging upon 
them with shouts that made the very welkin ring and routing the en- 
tire line on our left, and by dashing on after the retreating foe, and 
charging another force of them that had formed on our right, in a 
woods, about eight hundred yards from the first line, we cut off a 
large number of them on our right, a portion of whom the seventh 
captured, and the others by the second and twelfth. After breaking, 
the enemy formed in the woods, we pursued them about three-quarters 
of a mile beyond Bull Run, when we were ordered back. On the op- 
posite bluff of Bull Run, a portion of them, with a small piece of 
artillery, had formed again. They fired one round of grape, after 
which they all broke again and made no other stand. We captured 
some forty prisoners below Bull Run. The whole command did their 
duty nobly. 

I have the honor to be, , 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL B. MYERS, 
Captain commanding. 



MAJOR HAWKS' REPORT OF CAPTURED STORES. 



Subsistence Department Second Army Corps, > 
Guineas Station, Feb. 6, 1862. > 

Lieutenant General Jackson, 

Commanding Second Army Corps : 

General: The following statement of property captured by your 
command is as nearly complete a£*I can make it ; 

At Front Royal — Eighty-five barrels of flour. 

"Winchester and Martinsbug — One hundred and three cattle, 92,700 
pounds gros3, 14,637 pounds bacon, 6,000 pounds hard bread, 2,400 
pounds sugar, 350 bushels salt. 

Harper's Ferry — One thousand three hundred and fifteen pounds. 
sa!t pork, 1,545 pounds salt beef, 19,267 pounds bacon, 155,954 
pounds hard bread, 628 pounds rice, 4,930 pounds coffee, 209 pounds 
sugar, 67 pounds candles, 280 pounds soap, 9 bushels beans, 154 
bushels salt, 180 gallons vinegar, 80 gallons molasses. x 

At McDowell nothing was captured except hard bread, which was 
issued to troops passing through — an extra ration. 

At Winchester, Martin sburg and Harper's Ferry large amounts of 
supplies were carried off by division wagons, of which no report was 
made to me. Full rations issued to thirteen thousand of the enemy 
for two days at Harper's Ferry. The issue wa3 made before an in- 
ventory was taken. 

Very respectfully, „ 

W. J. HAWKS, 
Major and Commissary of Sub., Second Army Corps, A. N. V. 



MAJOR HARMAN'S REPORT OF CAPTURED STORES. 



Lieutenant General Jackson, 

Commanding Second Corps A. N. V. : 

List of property captured and turned into tbe Chief Quartermaster 
Valley District, during the second and third quarters, 1S62 : 

Ninety-four quires letter paper, 64 1-2 quires cap paper, 10 quires 
note paper, 3,425 envelopes, 172 steel pens, 95 bottles ink, 1 bottle 
red ink, 1 bottle mucilage, 65 camp stoves, 2 cooking stoves, 292 
tin plates, 52 spoons, 20 tin cups, 80 table knives, 31 table forks, 12 
acksp cards, 8 anvils, 1 set blacksmith's tools, 33 crow-bars, 7 viles, 
575 rasps, 12 files, 31 hatchets, 15 cross-cut saws, 1 auger, 10 ham- 
mers, 3 sets carpenter's tools, 5 chests, 1 iron maul, 1 peg cutter, 233 
horses, 21 mules, 19 wagons, 9 sets lead harness, 2 sets wheel har- 
ness, 87 pair traces, 13 pair artillery traces, 47 halter chains, 10 tar 
buckets, 61 collars, 12 saddles, 21 bridles, 27 artillery saddles, 6 
artillery valises, 2 leg guards, 1 9 pair artillery harness, 5 breast straps, 
5 breeching, 16 feed pockets, 25 wagon bolts, 350 wagon hammers, 
8 wheelbarrows, 13 axes, 127 helves, 277 picks, 212 shovels, 82 
spades, 50 mess pans, 71 camp kettles, 1 skillet lid, 305 pairs shoes, 
2 pairs ladies' shoes, 2 pairs misses shoes, 3 pairs children's shoes, 30 
oil-cloth blankets, 14 blankets, 2 hats, 2 3-4 dozen neck ties, 7 pairs 
suspenders, 6 handkerchiefs, 28 picked pins, 1 pulley block, 1 jack 
screw, 190 insulators, 134 tents, 144 buckles, 545 yards cotton cloth, 
3,816 horse shoes, 14,061 pounds do., 840 pounds horse shoe nails, 
50 pounds nails, 20 pounds spikes, 303 pounds rope, 200 feet picked 
rope, 275 pounds iron, 4 kegs grease, I barrel tar, 5,300 pounds 
leather, 1 case of oil, 29 bundles telegraph wire, 3 platform scales, 1 
keg white lead. 

In addition to the above, which is a list of the captured property 
that came into my possession, a considerable amount came into the 
hands of the various quartermasters of the command, which it is 
supposed they have reported to Richmond. A large amount of the 
property captured, however, was not turned into the quartermaster's 
department at all — the order to turn over such property not having 
been fully carried out, especially by the cavalry. 

A very large amount of medical and ordnance stores were captured 
and sent off by me, for the character and amounts of which I refer 
you to the heads of those departments. Throughout the corps, many 
worn-out wagons were exchanged for good Yankee ones — the useless 
ones being left behind. , 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN A. HARMAN, 
Major and Chief Quartermaster, Second Corps. 



BATTLE OF FREDERICKSBURG. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL LONGSTREET. 



Headquarters First Armv Corps, A. N. V., > 
Near Fredericksburg, Va., Dec. 20, 18(32. ) 

Brigadier General R. H. CiAlton, 

Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General: • 

General: Upon my arrival at Fredericksburg, on the 19th of 
November, the troops of this command were assigned to positions as 
follows, viz : McLaws division upon the heights immediately behind 
the city and south of the Telegraph road ; Anderson ; s division on 
McLaws' left and occupying the heights as far as Taylor's hill on the 
Rappahannock ; Pickett's division on McLaws' right and extending 
to the rear along the margin of the wood which skirts Deep Run val- 
ley ; Hood's division near Hamilton's Crossing of the railroad ; Ran- 
som's division in reserve, near my headquarters. Our batteries were 
assigned positions along the heights by General Pendleton, Colonel 
Cabell, Colonel Alexander and Captain Johnson, (Colonel Walton be- 
ing absent sick.) Pits were made for the protection of these batteries 
under the supervision of those officers. A portion of General Pen- 
dleton's reserve artillery was assigned to the heights with Major Gen- 
eral McLaws 5 division. Colonel Walton's (Washington Artillery) 
ocupied the hights at Marye's Hill, and a portion of Colonel Alexan- 
der's reserve occupied the other portion of Anderson's front, extend- 
ing to the Taylor house, on our left. The brigade batteries that were 
not assigned to positions on the heights were held in readiness to co- 
operate with their commands, or for any other service that might be 
required of them. Our picket line was established along the river 
bank extending from Bank's ford to Talcott battery, the most impor- 
tant portion of it under the immediate orders of Major General Mc- 
Laws. Upon the approach of General Jackson's army, Hood's division 
was closed in upon the right of Pickett, and put in position upon the 
heights on the opposite side of Deep Run valley. In addition to the 
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natural strength of the position, ditches, stone-fences and road-cuts, 
were found along different portions of the line, and parts of General 
McLaws' line were further strengthened by rifle-trenohes and abattis. 

The enemy held quiet possession of the Stafford Heights until three 
o'clock on the morning of the 11th, when our signal guns gave notice 
of his approach. The troops, being at their different camp grounds, 
were formed immediately and marched to tjjeir positions along the line. 
Ransom's division was ordered to take a sheltered position in easy 
supporting distance of the batteries on the Marye Hill. Before the 
trcops got to their positions, McLaws' pickets (Barksdale's brigade) 
* engaged the enemy at the river, and from time to time, drove back 
different working parties engaged in laying the bridges. The enemy 
was compelled, eventually, to abandon his plan of laying the bridges, 
and began to throw his troops across the river in boats, under cover of 
the fire of his sharpshooters, and an hundred and fifty odd pieces of 
artillery. 

At many points along the river bank our troops could get no pro- 
tection from the artillery fire. This was particularly the case at the 
mouth of Deep Run, where the enemy succeeded in completing his 
bridge early in* the afternoon. Later in the afternoon he succeeded in 
throwing large bodies of troops across, at the city, by using hi3 boats. 
Barksdale, however, engaged them fiercely at every point, and with 
remarkable success. Soon after dark, General McLaws ordered Barks- 
dale's brigade to retire. The General was so confident of his position 
that a second order was sent him before he would yield the field. His 
brigade was then relieved by that of Brigadier General T. R. R. Cobb, 
which was placed by General McLaws along the Telegraph road, in 
front of Marye's house, (a stone fence and cut along this road gave 
good protection against infantry.) When Cobb's brigade got into 
position, Ransom's division was withdrawn and placed in reserve. 
During the night the enemy finished his bridges and began to throw 
his troops across. 

His movements, early on the 12th, seemed to be directly against 
our right ; but when the fog lifted, columns were seen opposite Freder- 
icksburg, the head of them then crossing at the bridges opposite the 
city. Ransom's division was moved back to the Marye Hill. Feather- 
ston's brigade of Anderson's division, (previously occupying this hill) 
was closed in upon the other brigades of Anderson. The entire day 
was occupied by the enemy in throwing his forces across the river, 
and deploying his columns. Our batteries were opened upon the i 
masses of infantry whenever they were in certain range. Our fire 
invariably drew that of the enemy's on the opposite heights, and tlrey 
generally kept up the fire long after our batteries had ceased. 

Early on the morning of the 13th, I rode to the right of my posi- 
tion, Hood's division. The dense fog in the early twilight concealed 
the enemy from view ; but his commands, ei Forward, guide centre, 
march!" were distinctly heard at different points near my right. From 
the direction of the sound, and the position of his troops the day be- 
fore, I concluded that his attack would be upon General Jackson, at 
some point beyond my right. I therefore rode back to a point near 



429 



the centre of my forces, giving notice to General Hood that the ene- 
my would attack General Jackson beyond his right, that he 'should 
watch carefully the movements, and when an opportunity offered, he 
should move forward and attack the enemy's flank. Similar instruc- 
tions were given to General Pickett, with orders to co-operate with 
General Hood. The attack was made as had been anticipated. It did 
not appear to have all the force of a real attack, however, and Gene- 
ral Hood did not feel authorized to make more than a partial advance. 
Where he did move out, he drove the enemy back in handsome style. 

About eleven o'clock, A. M., I sent orders for the batteries to play 
upon the streets and bridges beyond the city, by way of diverson in 
favor of our right. The batteries had hardly opened, when the en- 
emy's infantry began to move out towards ray line. Our pickets in 
front of the Marye house were soon driven in, and the enemy be^an 
to deploy his forces in front of that point. Our artilley being in po- 
sition, opened fire as soon as the masses became dense enough to war- 
rant it. This fire was very destructive and demoralizing in its effects, 
and frequently made gaps in the enemy's ranks that could be seen at 
the distance of a mile. The enemy continued his advance and made 
his attack at the Marye Hill in handsome style. He did not meet the 
fire of ourinfantry with any heart, however, and was therefore readily 
repulsed. Another effort was speedily made ; but with little more suc- 
cess. The attack was again renewed, and again repulsed. Other forces 
were seen preparing for another attack, when I suggested to General 
McLaws the propriety of reinforcing his advanced line with a brigade. 
He had previously reinforced with part of Kershaw's brigade, and or- 
dered forward the balance. About this time, Brigadier General T. 
R. R. Cobb fell, mortally wounded, and almost simultaneously Briga- 
dier General J. R. Cooke was severely wounded. 

General Kershaw dashed to the front to take the command. Gen- 
eral Ransom, on the Marye Hill, was charged with the immediate care 
of the point attacked, with orders to send forward additional reinforce- 
ments, if it should become necessary, and to use Featherston's bri- 
gade (Anderson's division) if he should require it. 

The attack upon our right seemed to subside about two o'clock, 
when I directed Major General Pickett to send me two of his brigades. 
One (Kemper's) was sent to General Ransom, to be placed in some 
secure position to be ready in case it should be wanted. The other 
(Jenkins') was ordered to General McLaws, to replace that of Ker- 
shaw in his line. 

The enemy soon completed his arrangements for a renewed attack, 
and moved forward with much determination. He met with no better 
success than he had on the previous occasions. These efforts were 
repeated and continued from time to time till after night, when he 
left the field literally strewn with his dead and wounded. 

Colonel Walton's ammunition was exhausted about sunset, and his 
batteries were relieved by Colonel Alexander's. Orders were given for 
fresh supplies of ammunition, and for everything to be prepared for 
a renewal of the battle at daylight. 

On the 14th there was little firing between the sharpshooters. The 
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enemy screening his forces under a slight descent in the ground, held 
a position about four hundred yards in front of us. In the afternoon, 
I sent Capt. Latrobe, of my staff, to the left to place artillery in position 
to play along the enemy's line, with instructions to Colonel Alexander 
to use such artillery there as he might think proper. The point was 
selected and the pits made by light the following morning. General 
Hansom was also ordered to strengthen his position on the Marye 
Hill by rifle trenches. Similar instructio»s were sent along the en- 
tire line. These prepartions were made to meet the grand attack of the 
enemy, confidently expected on Monday morning. As the attack was not 
made, the artillery and General Ransom's sharpshooters opened upon 
the enemy and drove him back to cover in the city. 

During the night, the enemy recrossed the river. His retreat was 
not discovered till he had crossed the river and cut his bridges at this 
end. Our sharpshooters were moved forward, and our old positions 
resumed. 

Four hundred prisoners, fifty-five hundred stands of small arms, 
and two hundred and fifty thousand rounds of small arm ammunition 
were captured. 

Our loss, for the number engaged, was quite heavy. Brigadier 
General T. R. R. Cobb fell, mortally wounded, in the heat of the bat- 
tle of the 1 3th. He defended his position with great gallantry and 
ability. In him we have lost one of our most promising officers and 
statesmen. A tabular statement and lists of the killed, wounded and 
missing accompany this report. 

Much credit is due Major General McLaws for his untiring zeal and 
ability in preparing his troops and his position, for a successful re- 
sistance, and the ability with which he handled his troops after the 
attack. I would also mention, as particularly distinguished in the en- 
gagement of the 13th, Brigadier Generals Ransom, Kershaw and 
Cooke, (severely wounded,) and Colonel McMillan, who succeeded to 
the command of Cobb's brigade, and Colonel Walton, (Washington 
Artillery,) and Lieutenant Colonel Alexander, (reserve artillery.) 

Brigadier General Barksdale, with his brigade, held the enemy's 
entire army at the river bank for sixteen hours, giving us abundance 
of time to complete our arrangements for battle. Amoro gallant and 
worthy service is rarely accomplished by so small a force. 

I refer you the reports of these officers for more detailed accounts 
of the engagements. I desire to call the attention of the Govern- 
ment to the gallant officers and men mentioned in their reports. 

Major Generals Anderson, Pickett and Hood, with their gallant 
divisions, were deprived of their Opportunity by the unexpected and 
hasty retreat of the enemy. A portion of General Anderson's com- 
mand was engaged in defending the passage of the river; a portion 
of General Hood's in driving back the attack against our right, and a 
portion of Pickett's did important service near the Marye Hill. I 
refer you to their reports for particular accounts. 

Major Gaanett held three batteries in reserve, in the valley between 
the positions of Generals Pickett and Hood, and was much disap- 
pointed not to have the opportunity to use them. 
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My staff officers, Major Sorrell, Lieutenant Colonel Manning, Maj. 
Fairfax, Captain Latrobo, Captain Goree, and Lieutenant Blackwell, 
gave me their usual intelligent, willing aid. Major Haskell, Captain 
Young and Captain Rodgers, volunteered their assistance and ren- 
dered important services. 

My thanks are also due to Surgeon Cullen, chief surgeon ; Major 
Mitchell, chief quartermaster; Major Moses, chief of the subsist- 
ence department, and Captain Manning, signal officer, for valuable 
services in their respective departments. 
I. have the honor to be, General, 

Most respectfully your obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant General commanding. 



s 



432 



LIST OF CASUALTIES in the First Army Corps, Army Northern 
Virginia, in the Battles before Fredericksburg, December, 1S62. 



Division. 



Kemper's.. 
Kemper's.., 
Kemper's.. 
Kemper's. . 
Kemper's.. 
Jtnkins'... 
Jenkins'... 
Jenkins'... 



Brigade. 



Regiment. 



Killed. 



Wounded. 



Perry's 

Perry's 

Perry's 

Foathe'ston'e.. 
FeatherKton's. 
Feathers ton's.. 
Featherston's. . 
Featberston's.. 

Wright's 

Wright's 

Willcox's 

Mahone's .... 

Mahone's 

Mahone's 



. 5th Florida 

. S'h Florida 

. Donaldsonville artillery 
. 19th Mississippi . . . * . . . 

. jl6th Mississippi 

,|2d Mississippi battalion 

. 12th Mississippi 

. I Three batteries 

31 Georgia 

. j2d Georgia battalion. . . . 

. jllth Alabama 

. i6th Virginia 

,!41*t Virginia 

.|6ist Virginia 



1st Virginia 

3d Virginia 

7th Virginia.. 

11th Virginia 

24th Virginia 

P S. S 

6th Soufh Carolina. 
2d South Carolina.. 



Cook'B . . . 
Cook's. . . . 

Cook'B 

Cook's 
Ransom's . 
Rrnsom'o.. 
Ransom's.. 
Ransom's.. 



15th Nortn 
-27th N.rth 
46th Nvrth 
48th North 
24i h North 
25th North 
35th North 
49th North 



Carolina.. 
Carolina. 
Carolina.. 
Carolina.. 
Carolina.. 
Carolina.. 
Carolina. . 
Carolina. . 



Law's 

Law's.... . .. 

Law's 

Law's 

Law's . 

Toombs' .... 
Toombs' .... 
Toombs' .... 
Robertson's. 
Robertson's. 
Anderson's.. 
Anderson's . 
Anderson's . 



. 6ili North Carolina.., 

.'44th Alabama 

. 41 h Alabama 

. 54th North Carolina.. 
. 57th North Carolina.. 

. 17th Georgia 

. 15th Georgia 

. 20th Georgia 

. 4ih Texas 

. 5:h Texas 

. 7th Georgia 

. 8th Georgia 

. 9th Georgia 



17 
4 

13 
9 



45 
5 



! 



Cobb' 8 - 

Cobb's. .. , 

Cobb's 

Cobb's 

Parks-lale's.. 
Barksdale's.. 
Barksdale's . 
Barksdale's . 
(Kershaw's... 
'Kershaw's .. 
Kershaw's.: 
Kerfehaw's. 
Kershaw's.. . 
Kershaw's... 



. Phillip's Legion 

16th Georgia, 

. 18th Georgia 

. Staff i 

. 13th Mississippi. ... 
. 18th Mississippi .... 

. 21bt Mississippi 

. 17th Mississippi 

. 8th South Carolina.. 

. 2d South Carolina 

. 3d South Carolina 

. Uh South Carolina.., 
. 15th South Carolina. 
, James' battery , 



49 



18 
4 



17 



W. H. F. Lee's. 
W. K. F. Lee's., 
W. H.F. Lee's. 



.Washington Artillery. 
. 15th Virginia cavalry. 
, 9th Virginia cavalry.. 
. Henry's Artillery 
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REPORT OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL JACKSON. 



flEADQUART&RS SECOND CORPS, ArMY NORTHERN VlRGINIA, > 

January 31, 18G3. \ 

Brigadier General R. H. Chilton, % 

Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General, A. N. V,: 

Genfral: I have the honor herewith to submit to you a report of the 
operations of nay corps in the battle of Fredericksburg, on Saturday, 
the 13th of December' last: 

In pursuance of orders, Major General A. P. Hill moved his 
division at dawn on the morning of the 12th, from his encampment 
near Yerby's, and relieved Major General Hood, then ported near 
Hamilton's Crossing. At the same time Brigadier General Talia- 
ferro, then in command of Jackson's division, moved from his encamp- 
ment above Guineas Depot and took position in rear of Major Gen- 
eral A. P. Hill. 

Early on the morning 0 f the 13th, Ewell's division, under Briga- 
dier General J. A. Early, anyd Major General D. H. Hill, with his 
division, arrived, after a severe night's march from their respective 
encampments, in the vicinity of Buckner's Neck and Port Royal — 
the troops of Major General D. H. Hill being from fifteen to eighteen 
miles distant from the point to which they were ordered. On the 
morning of that day the troops were arranged as follows: Major 
General A. P. Hill occupied the front line, formed of two regiments 
of Field's brigade, commanded by Colonel Brockenbrough, and, the 
brigades of Archer, Lane and Pender, (posted from right to left in 
the order named,) his right r#ttng on the road leading from Hamil-* 
ton's Crossing to the Port Royal road, and his left extending to 
within a short distance of Deep Run. These troops were partially 
concealed by the wood, near the edge of which they were posted. 
The remainder of Brockenbrough's command, consisting cf the 
fortieth and'fifty-fifth Virginia, was immediately in roar of Walker's 
batteries, and acting as a support to them. Of the other two brigades,, 
Gregg's and Thomas's, of the same division, the first was in rear of 
the interval between Archer and Lane, and the second in rear of the 
interval between Lane and Pender. The divisions under Generals 
Early and Taliaferro formed the second line — Early being on the 
right. The division of Major General D. II. Hill, which was still 
further in rear, constituting the reserve. Upon the eminence imme- 
diately to the right, Lieutenant Colonel Walker (Major General A. 
P. Hill's chief of artillery ) had in position fourteen guns, composed 
of the batteries of Pegram and Mcintosh, with sections from the bat- 
teries of Crenshaw, Latham and Johnson, commanded respectively 
by Lieutenants Ellett, Potts and Clutter. On the left of the line and 
near the Bernard cabins, were posted twenty-one guns of the batte- 
ries of Captains Davidson, Raine, Caskie and Braxton, all under tho 
immediate direction of Captain Davidson. To the right and some two 
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hundred yards in front of these, and beyond the railroad, were posted 
twelve guns, from the batteries of Captains Carpenter, Wooding and 
Braxton, under the direction of Captain Brockenbrough, General 
Taliaferro's chief of artillery; Carpenter's battery, commanded by 
Lieutenant McKendree, and Braxton's, by Lieutenant Marye. ' On 
my left was Major General Hood, of Longstreet's corps, /and on my 
right and front, the cavalry, under command of Major General Stuart, 
with a battery, near the Port Royal road, under the direction of Major 
Pelham, of^the Stuart horse artillery, aided, in the course of the day, 
by sections from the batteries of Captain Poague, (Lieutenant Gra~ 
ham commanding,) Captains Wilson, Smith, Garber, Dance, and the 
Louisiana (Juards, of my corps, thrown into position so as to cross 
their fire with the guns of Lieutenant Colonel Walker, and designed 
to check the advance of the enemy in that direction. About ten 
o'clock, a* the fog disappeared, the lines of the enemy, arranged in 
order of battle, were distinctly* visible in the plain between us and 
the river, covering my front and extending far to the left towards 
Frederick -»hurg. The force in front of me I supposed to number: 
about fifty-five thousand. Pelham, with part of .the Stuart horse- 
artillery, was soon engaged with the. artillery of the enemy, and a. 
brisk and an animated col test was kept up for about an hour. Soon, 
after Pe'h un. in obedience to orders, had withdrawn from his position- 
on the Port Royal roid, the enemy directed his artillery on the heights 
held by Lieutenant Colonel Walker, and upon the woods generally, 
occupied by our troops, evidently with a view of causing us to disclose 
whatever t>0"ps or artillery were there. Not eliciting any response, 
the enemy was seemingly satisfied that he would experience but little 
resistance to effort to obtain possession of this hill. Accordingly, 
about eleven o'clock, he advanced by the flank, parallel to the Port 
Royal road, nearly to the road running from thence to Hamilton's 
Crossing, now unimpeded in his march, as Pelham was withdrawn. ' 
Facing to the front, he advanced in line ot battle across the plain 
straight upon the position occupied by Walker. His batteries reserved 
their fire until the enemy's lines came within less than* eight hundred 
yards, when the fourteen guns opened, pouring such a storm of stiot 
and sheli inro his ranks as to cause him first to halt, then to waver, 
?,nd, at last, seek shelter by flight. About one o'clock, the main 
attack w s made by heavy and rapid discharges of artillery. Un ler the 
protects n of this warm and well-directed fire, his .infantry ,»in he i vy 
force, advance^, seeking the partial protection of a piece of wood 
extending beyoud the railroad. The batteries on the right played on 
their ranks with destructive effect. The advancing force was visibly 
staggered by our rapid and well-directed artillery ; but, soon recov- 
ering fiom the shock, the Federal troops, consisting of the main bodj 
of Fi>ank!iri\s grand division, supported by a portion of Ho >ker's 
grand division, continued to press forward. Advancing within point, 
blank range of our infantry, and thus exposed to the murderous fire* 
of musketry and artillery, the struggle became fierce and sanguinary.. 
They continued, however, still to press forward, and, before General. 
P. Hill closed the interval which he had left between Archer audi 
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Lane, it was penetrated, and, the enemy pressing forward in over- 
whelming 'numbers through that interval, turned Lane's right and 
Archer's left. Thus attacked.in front and rear, the fourteenth Ten- 
nessee and nineteenth Georgia, of Archer's brigade, and the entire 
brigade of Lane, fell back ; but not until after a bra»ve and obstinate 
resistance. Notwithstanding the perilous situation in which Archer's 
brigade was placed, his right, changing frost, continued to struggle 
with undaunted firmness, materially checking the advance of the 
enemy until reinforcements came to its support. The brigade of 
General Thomas, posted as before stated, moved gallantly forward, and, 
joined by tbe seventh and part of the eighteenth North Carolina* of 
Lane's brigade, gallantly drove back a Federal column which had 
broken thiough Lane's line. In the meantime, a large force of the 
enemy penetrated the wood in rear of the position occupied by the 
brigades of Lane and Archer, and cam'e in contact with Gregg's bri- 
gade. * Taken by surprise, Orr's rifles were thrown into confusion. 
It was in the act of rallying this regiment that Brigadier General 
Maxey Gregg fell, in front of the rifles, mortally wounded. General 
Gregg was a brave and accomplished officer, full of heroic sentiment 
and chivalrous honor. He had rendered valuable service in this great 
struggle for our freedom, and the country has much reason to deplore 
the loss sustained by his premature death. Colonel Hamilton, upon 
whom the command of that brigade now devolved, hastened to. meet 
the emergencies of his position, and, with the four remaining regi- 
ments and one company of the Orr rifles, (Lieutenant Charles,) gave 
the enemy a warm reception. 

The enemy was not long permitted to hold the advantage which he 
had thus gnined. The second line came promptly to the support of 
the first. LaAvton's brigade, commanded by Colonel Atkinson, sub- 
sequently by Colonel Evans, Trimble's brigade, commanded by Col- 
onel R. F Hoke, and Farley's brigade, commanded by Colonel 
Walker, (all under the command of Brigadier General Early,) and 
the forty- seventh and twenty-second Virginia regiments of Colonel 
Brockcnbrgugh's command, were already rushing with impetuous valor 
to the support of the first line, in Taliaferro's command, his right 
regiment, the second Virginia, of Paxt n's brigade, became engaged 
with p'irt of the enen y, which, after a slight resist?} nee, retreated. 
The crmbat in the wood was brief and decisive. The further advance 
of the enemy was checked. lie was driven with great slaughter from 
the wood to the railroad; the two ngimen.ts of Broekenbroogb's com* 
mand, Archer, with the first Tennessee and fifth Alabama battalion, 
and the three brigades commanded by Colonels Hoke, Walker and 
Atkinson, pursuing the retiea^ing Federals to the railroad, where 
they made a brief stand, when Iloke and Atkinson charged upon them 
with impetuosity, destroying many in the charge, and taking a large 
number of prisoners. Nor did they stop there ; but, impelled by an 
ardor which reflects the highest credit on their cqurage and patriot- 
ism, this comparatively small force pressed the discoinfitted foe in hot 
pursuit, until they appeared so far'within range of his artillery and 
the fire of a large force of. his infantry, as to make further pursuit an 
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act of rashness. In this gallant charge, Colonel Atkinson was se- 
verely wounded and fell into the hands of the enemy. Captain E. 
P. Lawton, assistant adjutant general of the brigade, though injured 
during the advance, by the fall of his horse, continued to press for- 
ward on foot, heroically encouraging the brigade, until he fell mor- 
tally wounded. 

During the day, some of the guns under Colonel Walker becoming 
short of men and ammunition, and otherwise disabled from further 
service, were relieved by Captain Poague's batterj with two twenty- 
pound Parrotts. These two pieces actively engaged the enemy's ar- 
tillery, and afterwards opened on the infantry. The exact range of 
the hill having been accurately obtained by much previous firing, the 
loss at this point was heavy. It is due to Captain Poague here'to 
state that when, late on the evening previous, he received orders to 
move his battery, he was distant some sixteen miles from the battle- 
field, and the promptitude with which he responded to the order, by 
a fatiguing night's march, is worthy of notice. Some guns of Major 
General D II. Hill's division were put in at this time on our right, un- 
der the direction of his chief of artillery; Major T H. Carter, which 
were all well served. Later in the evening, Lieutenant Colonel Cole- 
man brought up two howitzers, from Captain Dance's battery, and 
placed thcjn on the left of Captain Poague's guns. About this time 
Lieutenant Colonel Coleman was severely wounded. On the extreme 
right, beyond the Massaponax, was a Whitworth gun, under the com- 
mand of Captain Hardaway, of Major General D. H. Hill's division, 
which was v.ell served. 

On the extreme left, the day did not pass without some incidents 
worthy of notice. Early in the day, the enemy opened upon the left 
with sixteen guns, afterwards increased to twenty-four. The officers 
in command obeyed their orders, and, reserving their fire, the enemy 
advanced his skirmishers in heavy line upon the point3 occupied by 
the commands of Captains Davidson and Brockenbrough They were 
soon driven off by canister; "but the position of these batteries being 
thus disclosed to the enemy, a heavy artillery fire was directed upon 
them, which was replied to with animation and spirit. The ammuni- 
tion of Captain Raine's battery proving defective, it was withdrawn, 
and Captain Latimer (acting chief of artillery of E well's division) 
was ordered to take a position still further to the front and left. These 
last pieces were admirably served, and though suffering severely from 
. skirmishers and sharpshooters, drove them backhand, by the accuracy 
and rapidity of their fire, inflicted a severe loss upon the enemy. As 
the Federal -infantry pressed forward upon our front, it was deemed 
advisable to withdraw the batteries of Captain Brockenbrough, placed 
in advance of the railroad, before the enemy should seize the point of 
woods to their right.and rear, which they a short time afterwards pen- 
etrated — the withdrawal of the batteries being covered by Lieutenant 
Colonel Hill, of the seventh North Carolina. The brigade of Gene- 
ral Pender was immediately in rear of the batteries of Captains Da- 
vidson and Latimer, and was without any protection from the enemy's 
artillery ; and thus, notwithstanding the efficacy of the batteries act- 
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ing in conjunction with Major Cole, of the twenty-second North Car- 
olina, in dispersing the cloud of skirmishers and sharpshooters thai- 
hung all day upon that part of the line, that brigade received much 
of the fire that was directed at these guns, and suffered severely. 
General Pender was himself wounded. The sixteenth North Carolina 
Colonel McElroy, which had been thrown out as a support to Lati- 
nier's'battery, became warmly engaged with a brigade of the enemy, 
whieh had advanced up Deep Run, under coVer, and, acting #ith two 
other North Carolina regiments, (the fifty-fourth and fifty-seventh,) 
of Laws' brigade, Hood's division, drove them back. Repulsed onlhe 
right, left and centre, the enemy soon after reformed his lines, and 
gave some indications of a purpose to renew the attack. I waited 
some time to receive it. but he making no forward movement, I deter- 
mined, if prudent, to do so myself. The artillery of the enemy was 
£0 judiciously posted as to make an advance of our troops across the 
plain very hazardous ; yet it was so promising of good results, if suc- 
cessfully executed, as to induce me to make preparations for the at- 
tempt. In order to guard against disaster, the infantry wa3 to be 
preceded by artillery, and the movement postponed until late in the 
evening, so that if compelled to retire, it would be under the cover of 
night. Owing to unexpected delay, the movement could not be gotten 
ready until late in the evening. The first gun had hardly moved for- 
ward from the wood a hundred yards, when the enemy's artillery re- 
opened, and so completely swept our front, as to satisfy me that the 
proposed movement should be abandoned. 

The next day, (14th,) the divisions under the command of Briga- 
dier Generals Early and Taliaferro formed the first line ; that of Ma- 
jor General D. H. Jlill the second, and the division of Major General 
A. P. Hill the reserve. The enemy continued in our front all day, 
apparently awaiting an attack from us. During the night, our lines 
were again changed so as to place the division of Major General D. H. 
Hill in the front line, Major General A. P Hill in the second, and 
the divisions commanded by Brigadier Generals Early and Taliaferro 
the reserve. 

On the 15th, the enemy still remained in our front, and., in the eve- 
ning of that day, sent in a flag of truce requesting a cessation of 
hostilities'between his left and our right wing, for the purpose of re- 
moving his wounded from the field, which, under previous instructions 
from the commanding General, was granted. Our troops patiently 
remained in position on that, as they had done the previous day. • 
eagerly awaiting another attack from the enemy, and such was the 
desire to occupy the front line, when such an attack should he made, 
€hat the division uf Major General D. H. Hill sent in a written re- 
quest to be permitted to remain in the front line until n<>xt day. But 
our brave troops 'were disappointed in the expectation of another at- 
tack. For whilst they patiently waited during the night of the 
15th, in the hope of another encounter on the following day, and of 
visiting upon the invaders of their sacred homes and firesides a just 
retribution for the outrages of this most unprovoked and unchristian 
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war, the enemy hurriedly and silently, daring that night, ma.de good 
his retreat by recrossing the river. 

For further details of the operations of my corps in the battle, I 
respectfully refer you to the reports of the division, brigade and regi- 
mental commanders, who participated in the engagement, also to the 
reports of Colonel Ci'utchfield, ray chief of artillery, Lieutenant 
Colonel Walker, Colonel Brown, of the reserve artillery, and Cap- 
tain Latimer, detailing the operations of the artillery. I refer you 
also to the same source of information for the names of many officers 
who distinguished themselves in this battle, and, by their good conduct, 
specially merit the approbation of the Government and of the coun- 
try. 

I herewith forward to you a list of the casualties of this corps on 
the 13th December, from which it will appear that twenty- six officers 
were killed, and one hundred and ninety-five wounded. Three hun- 
dred and eighteen enlisted men tilled, and two thousand three hun- 
dred and fifty wounded ; eighteen officers and five hundred and eight 
enlisted men missing, making a total loss in this corps of three thou- 
sand four hundred and fifteen. Nearly all who are reported as miss- 
ing were taken prises-srs in the fight. By the official report of Major 
Bridgford, proyost marshal of the corps, herewith submitted, *it ap- 
pears that we captured five hundred and twenty-one prisoners, of 
whom eleven were officers. The report of Major Bridgford exhibits 
a gratifying statement of the small number who straggled from the 
ranks during the last action, and affords farther evidence of the iru- 
•proving discipline and spirit of the army. 

The report of Major Bier, my chief of ordnance, shows Xhat we 
captured four thousand four hundred and forty-six small arms. 

My medical director, Dr. Hunter McGuire, gave special and skill- 
ful attention to the wounded. 

Major J. A. Harm an, chief quartermaster; Major W. J. Hawks* 
chief commissary,* and Major G. II. Bier, chief of ordnance, dis- 
charged their respective duties well. 

During the action, I received valuable assistance in transmitting 
orders, and discharging other duties, from the following members of 
my staff: 

Colonel S. CrutchfieH, chief of artillery. 
Colonel A. Smeade, inspector general. 
Captain A. S. Pendleton, assistant a ljutant general. 
Captain J. K. Boswell, chief of engineers. 
» .First Lieutenant J. G. Morrison, aid-de-camp. 
First Lieutenant J. P. Smith, aid-de-camp. 
Second Lieutenant W. Williamson, engineer department. 
I trust that the victory of Fredericksburg, with which God ha? 
blessed our cause, will continue to be gratefully remembered. 
I am, General, your obedient servant, 

T. J. JACKSON, 
♦ Lieutenant General. 
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LIST OF CASUALTIES in Second Army Corps, Army Northern 
Virginia, in the Battles before Fredericksburg, December, 1862 : 
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LIST OF CASUALTIES in Second Corps-^ContinneA. 
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REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL R. II. ANDERSON. 



Headquarters Anderson's Divrsiox, ^ 
Near Fredericksburg, Va., Junuary 3, 1863. i 

To Ma jot G. Moxley Sorrel, • 

A. A. General, Headquarters First Army Corps c 

Major : I«have the honor to submit the following report of tho part 
taken by my division, in the battle of Fredericksburg: 

Upon the signal being given, on the morning of the Nth of Decem- 
ber, the troops were placed rapidly in position, in rear of the line of 
field works and batteries, extending from Hazel Run, on the right, to 
the Waterworks dam on the left, in the following orcler : Featherston's, 
Perry's, Mahone's, Wright's and Wilcox's brigades. 

In the afternoon of the Uth, Ransom's division having been placed 
between Hazel Run and the plank road, Featherston's brigade was 
nipved to the left of that road. About dark General Ransom recrossed 
Hazel Run. and Featherston was replaced in his former position. 

Detachments of one regiment from each brigade were thrown in 
front of the batteries, and strong pickets were pushed forward toward- 
the town and along the canal. 

Early on the 12th, General Ransom resumed his former place be- 
hind Hazel Run and the plank road, and Featherston's brigade wa- 
again drawn to the left of the road. This position of the brigades, in • 
the order above mentioned, was maintained until Thursday the 1 7th 
of December, when the division was withdrawn, and the troops re-' 
turned to their camps. 'Previous to the commencement of the en- 
gagement there were two regiments, the third Georgia and eighth 
Florida, of Wright's and Perry's brigades, on duty in and near Fred- 
ericksburg. These regiments had been placed under the orders of 
Brigadier General Barksdale, commanding in the town, and were en- 
gaged with the enemy when he was laving his bridges, and preparing 
to cross the river. The third Georgia met with but very slight loss. 
The eighth Florida suffered a loss of eighty. seven killed, wounded 
and missing. The missing (43) were undoubtedly captured. The de- 
tachments and pickets which were advanced the first night in front of 
the batteries and along the canal, continued to occupy their posts, 
and they suffered some loss. 

The whole loss of the division was one hundred and fifty-eight 
killed, wounded*and missing. The commanders of batteries, Captain? 
Marion, Huger and Lewis, and Lieutenant Peet, commanding Gratf- 
dy's battery, merit especial notice for their skill, courage and good 
management throughout the five days. Their batteries were subjected 
to a very heavy fire from those of the enemy. None of their shot, 
however, were spent in an artillery duel ; but were reserved for those 
opportunities which the advancing and retiring columns of the enemy 
gave them. 

It gives me pleasure to say that the most commendable spirit wa» 
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exhibited by the officers and soldiers of the whole division.. Their 
patient endurance of the exposure to which they were subjected, gave 
assurance of good conduct and gallant deeds, had an opportunity been 
presented. Featherston's and Perry's brigades lay four days and nights 
in an open field without shelter and without fire. It is due to Briga- 
dier General Mahone to say that he discovered and pointed out 'the 
important position for a battery, which enfiladed the slope upon which 
the enemy formed his battalions before and after his attacks upon 
Marye's Hfll, and that he rendered very efficient service, assisting in % 
the construction of the battery which drove them from that place of 
shelter. I beg leave to mention also Brigadier (^neral Cadmus M\ 
Wilcox, and to ask attention to his long-continued and uniformly 
meritorious conduct in his present grade. I have witnessed his cour- 
age, zeal and ability, an i have received most efficient co-operation from 
him, in the battles of Williamsburg, Seven Pines, Gaines' Mill, Fra- 
zier's Farm, Second Manassas and Fredericksburg. I earnestly recom- 
mend his promotion'. Mr. Jett, an engineer attached to my division, 
rendered good service in the erection of field works, making and repair- 
ing roads, digging rifle-pits and trenches, and such like work. The re- 
ports of the commanders of brigades are herewith submitted. 
I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

R. H. ANDERSON, 
Major General commanding Division. 
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REPORT MAJOR GENERAL McLAWS. 

IIeadquarter's Division, > 
Camp near Fredericksburg, December 3D, 1862. \ 

Major Sorrel, 

Adjutant General: # 

Major: My division occupied the front line of defence from Hazel 
liver along the ri^jje of hills to the right and through the point of 
i*foods extending into Mr. Alfred Bernard's field, one brigade being 
jn reserve. The brigades on the right had an extended rifle pit at the 
foot of the main ridge froni the left of the telegraph road to a private 
road near Mr. Howison's barn. The next brigade had rifle-pits 
along the foot of the hills in front of its position and other3 on the 
crest of the hills. Tho right brigade constructed rifle-pits and breast- 
works of logs, through the woods, with abattis in front of them. 
The crests of the hills were occupied by the batteries of Captain 
Read, one ten-pounder Parrott, one twelve-pounder howitzer, one 
three-inch rifle; Captain Manly's battery, one three-inch rifle, two 
twelve-pounder howitzers; Captain Ells, one thirty-pounder Parrott; 
Captain Macon, two ten-pounder Parrott's and two six pounders ; 
Cooper's, three ten-pounder Parrott's; Carlton's, two ten pounder 
Parrott's; Eubank's, one three-inch rifle; McCarthy's, two.three-inch 
rifles; Dearing, one ten-pounder Parrott; Rcss, three ten-pounder 
Parrott's, and, .in addition, there were a number of smooth bore pieces 
placed along tho hills, to be used should the enemy advance near 
enough for their effectual range. One brigade was contantly on duty 
:n the city to guard the town and defend the river crossings as far 
down, as one-fourth of a mile below Deep Run creek. Two regiments 
from General Anderson's division picketed the river bank above the 
lown, reporting to the Brigadier General in charge of the brigade on 
duty in t£e city. The orders were that two guns should be fiied from 
one of my batteries in a central position, which would be the signal 
that the enemy was attempting to cross. These were the positions of 
my command and the orders governing them up to the l()th instant. 
On that day, the brigade of General Barksdale, composed of Missis- 
sippi troops, was on duty in the city. About two o'clock, A. M., 
on the ilth, General Barksdale sent me word that the movements of 
the enemy indicated they were preparing to lay down their pontoon 
bridges, and his men were getting into position to defend the crossing. 
About half past tour he notified me that the bridges were being 
placed, and he would open fire so soon as the working parties came in 
good range of his rifles. I gave the order, and the signal' guns were 
. tired about five o'clock, A. M. I had been notified from your head- 
quarters the erening previous (the . 10th instant) to have all the bat- 
teries harnessed up at daylight, on the 11th instant, and I had given 
orders that my whole command should be under arms at the same 
time. General Barksdale kept his men quiet and concealed until tho 
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bridges were so advanced that the working parties wer t e in easy range, 
when he opened fire with such effect that the bridges were abandoned 
at once. Nine separate and desperate attempts were made to complete the 
bridges*, under fire of their sharpshooters and guns on the opposite banks, 
but every attempt being attended with such severe loss, from our met. 
posted in rifle-pits, in the cellars of houses along the banks, and from 
behind whatever offered concealment, that the enemy abandoned hi^ 
attempts for the time and opened a terrific fire from their numerous 
batteries constructed along the hills just above the river. The fire 
was so severe that the men could not use their rifles, and the diffcren* 
places occupied by them becoming untenable, the* troops were viith- 
drawn from the river bank back to Caroline street, at half past fou.* 
o'clock, V P. M.. The enemy then crossed in boats, and, completing 
their bridges, parsed over in force and advanced into the town. The 
seventeenth Mississippi (Colonel Fizer) and ten sharpshooters frorx. 
Colonel Carter's regiment (the thirteenth) and three companies of the 
eighteenth Mississippi regiment, (Lieutenant Colonel Luse,) -under 
Lieutenant Radlif, were all the troops that were actually engaged in 
defending the crossings in front of the city. More troops were offered : 
but the positions were such that but the number already there couM 
be employed As the enemy advanced into the town our troops fell back 
to Princess Ann street, and, as the enemy came up, they were driveu 
back with loss. This street fighting continued until seven, P. M.. 
when I ordered General Barksdale to fall back and take position along 
and behind the stone wall below Marye's Hill, where it was relieves 
by the brigade of Brigadier General Thomas R. R: Cobb, and retired 
to their position on the right of my line of defence in the woods of 
Mr. Bernaid. Lieutenant Colonel Luse, with his regiment, (the 
eighteenth Mississippi,) who. occupied the river bank below ^e town, 
drove back the enemy in their first attempt to cross the river, and 
kept them in check until about half past three o'clock, P. M., when 
two regiments, the sixteenth Georgia (Colonel Bryan) and fjfteentb 
South Carolina Colonel DeSaussure) were sent to \u< support ; it was 
then deemed advisable and the whole force wa3 withdrawn to the river 
road, where they remained until daylight the next day, when they re- 
joined their brigades, excepting the sixteenth Georgia, .which retook 
its position in the general line of defence. These regiments performed 
their duties under a severe and destructive fire from the enemy's guns, 
posted along the hills just above the river on the opposite sjyle. 
Early on the morning of the 11th, a battalion of the* eighth Florida, 
regimem, numbering about one hundred and fifty m< n was put In 
position to the left of Colonel Fizer, and in easy r;inge of the enemy 
above the upper bridge, then being rapidly constructed hy th«'m. This 
battalion was commanded by Captain Long, and, while under his direc- 
tion, it acted gillantly and did good service — Captain Long proving 
himself a gallant and efficient officer; but he was severely wounded 
about eleven o'clock, A. M., and the battalion then rendered but little 
assistance I call your attention to the special report of Lieutenant 
Colonel Fizer on the subject, and to Captain Govan, in relation 
to the conduct of three companies of the 'same regiment, which were 
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on duty with the right of Colonel Fizer's regiment, and also to the 
endorsement of Colonel Humphries, on the special report of Captain 
Govan. The brigade of General Barksdale, I consider, did their 
whole duty, and in a manner highly creditable to every officer and 
xcan engaged in the fight. An examination of the positions they 
held shows that no troop3 could have behaved more gallantly. 

On the night of the eleventh instant, the eighteenth and twenty- 
fourth Georgia regiments and Philips' (jreorgia legion, of Cobb's 
brigade, relieved General Barksdale's command behind the stone wall 
at the foot of Marye's Hill. Philips' legion on the left, the twenty- 
fourth Georgia in the centre, and eighteenth Georgia regiment on the 
right, occupying the entire front under the hill. During that night, 
the scouts took fifteen prisoners. On the 12th inst., close and heavy 
skirmishing was kept up, but no real attack was made. On the 13th, 
skirmishing commenced at early dawn, the enemy shelling in that 
directidn u»til about eleven o'clock, when the advance of the enemy 
drove in our pickets, and his column approached the left of the* line 
by the telegraph road and deployed to our right, planting three stands 
of colors along our front; before their deployment was completed, our 
fire had so thinned their ranks that the survivors retreated, leaving 
their colors planted in the first position. Soon another column, 
heavier than the first, advanced to the colors ; but were driven back 
with great slaughter. They were met, on retiring, by reinforcements, 
and advanced again ; but were again repulsed with increased loss. 

About one o'clock, P. SI., General Kershaw was directed to send 
two regiments from his brigade to the support of General Cobb, who 
reported that he was getting short of ammunition. The sixteenth 
Georgia regiment was sent forward at the same time. Not long after 
this, General Kershaw was directed to tnke his whole brigade Just as 
his command was moving, ho was ordered to hasten forward in person, 
and assume command of the position under Marye's Hill, as* General. 
Cobb had been wounded and disabled. The South Carolina regimentB 
were posted, the second and eighth (Colonel Kennedy and Captain 
Stockburn commanding) in the road, doubling on Philips' legion, (Col- 
onel Cook,) and the twenty-fourth Georgia, (Colonel McMillan,) the 
;hir<J and seventh South Carolina (Colonel Nance and Lieutenant 
Colonel Bland) cn the hill to the lefc of Marye's house; the seventh 
was afterwards moved (on a call from the fifteenth North Carolina 
regiment for reinforcement) to the right and front of Marye's house, 
the*three left companies being on the lefc of the house^the fifteenth 
South Carolina (Colonel De Saussure) in reserve at the ccmetary ; the 
third battalion (Lieutenant Colonel Rice) was posted at Howison's 
mill to resist any attack that might have .been made up Hazel Run. 
The eighth and seventh regiments arrived in time to assist in repelling 
a heavy assault made on the lefc at quarter to three, P M. The 
third and seventh regiments suffered severely while getting into posi- 
lion. especially the former. Colonel Nance, Lieutenant Colonol 
Kntherioid, Major Moffit, Captains Todd, Summers and Nance, weru 
biiqt down in succession. Captain Summers killed, the other.* more 
or lees dangerously woun(Je*d, leaving the regiment under the com- 
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oaand of CaptaiQ John K. G. Nance, assisted by Lieutenaut Doby, 
aid-de-camp of General Kershaw. Colonel Nance, although badly 
wounded, declined being removed at the time, and continued to 
encourage and direct his men, an i, after he was removed back to 
Marye's house, ordered that his regiment take a new position, where 
the men would be less exposed, and sent directions to*have them 
resupplied with ammunition. Id the .meantime, the enemy deployed 
in a ravine, which was between us and the city, and distant about 
three or four hundred yards from the stone wall, and advanced with 
fresh columns to the attack, at ' intervals of not more than -fifteen 
minutes ; but they were repulsed with ease, and driven back with 
much loss, on every occasion. This continued until about half 
past four, P. ML, when the enemy ceased in their assaults for a time, 
and posting some artillery in front of the town on the left of the tele- 
graph road, opened on our position, doing but little damage. the 
batteries of .Colonel Walton, on Marye's Hill, were at this time silent, 
having exhausted their ammunition, and they were being relieved by 
others from Colonel Alexander's battalion. Taking advantage of the 
hill, the fifteenth South Carolina (Colonel De Saussure) was brought 
forward from the cemetary, and posted behind the stone wall, .sup- 
porting the second South Carolina regiment. The enemy, in the 
meanwhile, formed a strong column of attack, and advanced under 
cover of their own artillery, and, no longer impeded by ours, came 
forward along our whole front, in the most determined manner ; but 
they were repulsed at all points. The firing ceased as night came on, 
and about seven o'clock our pickets and those of the enemy were 
posted within a short distance of each other. 

About six, P. ML, the third South Carolina regiment was brought 
from the hill, and posted on the left of Philips' Georgia legion, where 
is was relieved by General Kemper, with .a portion of his brigade, 
about seven, P. ML, and was then ordered in reserve by General 
Kershaw, because of its previous heavy loss. 

The body of one man, believed to be an officer, was found within about 
thirty yards of the stone wall, and other single bodies were scattered 
;it increased distances, until the main mass of the dead lay thickly 
strewn over the ground at something over one hundred yards off, and 
extending to the ravine, commencing at the point where our men 
would allow the enemy's column to approach before opening fire, and 
beyond which no organized body of men was able to pass. 

On the Nth, the enemy were in position behind the declivities in 
front, but the' operations on both sides were confined to skirmishing 
of sharpshooters. 

On the 15th it was discovered that the en Any had constructed rifle- 
pits on the edge of the ravine; but m thing of interest occurred 
during the day. Cobb's brigade was relieved by that of General 
• Semmes on the night of that day, against - the wishes, however, of 
Colonel McMillan, commanding Cobb's brigade, who objected to relin- 
quishing such an honorable position. On the 16th, Tuesday morning, 
^3 the tt>g lifted, it was discovered that the enemy's pickets were 
withdrawn, and scouts, being sent out, reported that the enemy had 
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retired across the river, removing their bridges. The town was re- 
occupied by two regiments from Kershaw's brigade, and* a number of 
prisoners, arms, &c, were taken. 

Captain Cuthbert, of the second South Carolina, regirpent, with hi^ 
company o£ sharpshooters, was thrown out on the edge of Hazel 
Run, and did good service in annoying the fiank of the enemy as 
their columns advanced to the attack. t£is loss was considerable. 

When General Kershaw's brigade was sent to the front, its place 
along /the main line of defence was occupied by the brigade of Brig- 
adier General Jenkins, a regiment from which occupied the right flunk 
of the troops at the foot of Marye's Hill, along Hazel Run, and was 
of essential service. 

The Lieutenant General was, however, overlooking the movement* 
Of all, and every rrder was issued under his •supervision The pre- 
sence of himself a#d the General-in-Chief inspired the troops and 
rendered them invincible. The very great enthusiasm • and ardent 
desire for the enemy to advance which "xisted and was evident among 
all, officers and men, could not be surpassed. And, when it w'Jhs 
discovered, on the 16th, that the enemy had retired, there was an 
universal expression of dis-appointment. 

The artillery along the heights, under the supervision of Colonel 
II. C Cabell/chief of artillery, and his subordinate, Major Hamilton, 
opened fire on the enemy's left flank whenever the column advanced, 
with such elrect as to always force them to retire in disorder, or to 
incline to their right under shelter of ravines and rising ground; 
forced one of the enemy's batteries'to retire which had come forward 
on the right, and was of material assistance in checking the advance 
of their troops, which were threatening the centre I refer you to 
the special report of Colonel Cabell in reference to the operations of 
the artillery. 

The country and the army have to mourn the lo3S of Brigadier 
General Thomas R. R. Cobb, who fell while in position with his brig- 
ade, and was borne from the field while his men were repulsing iho 
first assaults of the enemy. He had but lately been piomoted to & 
brigade, and his devotion to his duties, his aptitude for the profession 
of arms, and his control over his men, I have never seen surpassed. 
Our country h?is lost a pure and able defender of her rights, both in 
the council and the field. 

My aid-de-camp, Captain H. L King, was killed on Marye's Hill, 
pierced with five balft, while conveying an order to Brigadier General 
Cobb. He was a brave and accomplished ofiicer and gentleman, and 
had already distinguished himself during the operations in front of 
Frederickbburg, as he had' done in all the other engagements when 
on duty. 

Lieutenant T. S. B. Tucker, my other aid-de-camp, was badly 
wounded, while bearing one of my orders. He has always been noted 
•for his daring and gallantry. 

The services of my adjutant general, Major James M. Goggin, wero 
impoitant and distinguished, as they have been always. 

My thanks are due to the other members of my etafV, M:?jor Mcliaws 
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and Major Edwards, for their assistance; to Lieutenant Edwarde, 
ordnance officer^ who was active and efficient in -supplying ammuni- 
tion to the troops ; and to Lieutenant Campbell, of the engineers, 
who had been engaged day and night, frequently all night, in 
strengthening the different positions, ajid on all occasions was very 
devoted and prompt in the discharge of his duties. 

Colonel McMillan, of the twenty-fourth Georgia, who succeeded to 
the command of the brigade when General Cobb was disabled, during 
the first 'assaults of the enemy on Marye's Hill, behaved with distin- 
guished gallantry and coolness. 

General Barksdale commanded his fine brigade as it should have 
been commanded, and added new laurels to those gained on eveiy 
Other previous battle-field. 

1 call attention to the conduct of General Kershaw, who, after the 
fall of General Cobb, commanded the troopis about Marye's Hill, com- 
posed of- his own brigade and that of General CoJ)b. He possesses 
military talents of a high order, and unites with them that self-pos- 
session and daring gallantry which endears him to his command, and 
inspires a confidence which but increases as the danger grows uxqto 
imminent. 

My inspector general, Major Costin, was particularly active and 
distinguished in leading troops into position and carrying orders, 
frequently under the hottest fire, and for hi3 close attention to all 
His duties. 

The brigade of General Semmes was not actually engaged ; but, 
under his supervision, the position he commanded was strongly for- 
tified, and his men were well prepared and eager for the fight under 
hi3 leadership. 

Surgeon (Jrilmon, chief surgeon of the division, had his field hos- 
pital in readiness, and his arrangements were so complete that there 
was no detention or unnecessary suffering of the wounded, and tl^ose 
who could not remain in camp were sent at once to the hospitals ia 
Richmond. 

The loss of killed, wounded and missing, in my command, was as 
follows : 
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their respective regimental and battalion commanders, excepting Gen- 
eral Barksdale, who, receiving a leave of absence, went away without 
rendering his report; those of his regimental commanders are, how- 
ever, enclosed. 

Very respectfully, 

L. McLAWS, Major General 



REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL RANSOM. 



Headquarters Division, > 
Camp near Fredericksburg, Va. 9 Dec. 20, 1862. ) 

Major G. M. Sorrel, 

Assistant Adjutant General, First Corps, A. N. V. : 

Sir ; I have the honor to submit the following Veport of my division 
during the several days' operations before Frecj^ricksburg, commenc- 
cing on the 1 Uh instant : 

On the morning of that day the division took position about six 
hundred yards in rear of our batteries, which were upon Marye's and 
Willis' Hills, and at the time occupied by the Washington artillery. 
About noon, it was withdrawn to the Telegraph road, a little in rear 
of where General Longsrreet had bis headquarters during the day. 
At nh,e o'clock, P. M., it retook the position of the morning, Cooke's 
brigade being advanced to within two hundred yards of our batteries, 
and the twenty-fourth North Carolina, of my brigade, was placed in a 
ditch on the left, and in the prolongation of Cobb's brigade, which 
occupied the Telegraph road in front of Marye's and Willis' hills. 
The left of the twenty-fourth rested on the plank' road. My batteries 
remained in rear of the division. 

On the 12th there was no change, except the placing of three long 
range guns f|om Cooper's battery near Howison's house on the right 
of the Telegraph r6ad. During these two days occasional shells from 
the enemy's guns burst among and near the troops, but there were 
few or no injuries. 

About half past eleven o'clock, A. M., on the 13th, large numbers 
of skirmishers were thrown out from the town .by the enemy, and it 
soon became evident that an effort would be made to take our batteries, 
which I was supporting. Cooke's brigade was ordered to occupy the 
crest of Marye's and Willis' hills, which was done in fine style. By 
this time the enemy backed his skirmishers with a compact line, and 
advanced towards the hills; but the Washington artillery and a well 
directed fire from Cobbs' and Cooke's brigades drove them quickly 
back to their shelter in the town. But a few minuter elapsed before 
another line was formed by the enemy, he all the while" keeping up a 
brisk fire with sharpshooters. This line advanced with the- utmost m 
determination, and some few of them got within fifty yards of our line, 
but the whole were forced to retire in wild confusion before the telling 
fire of our small arms at such short range. 

During this attack, two of Cooke's regiments, being badly exposed, 
(for there were then net rifle-pits on the hills,) were thrown into the 
road with Cobb's brigade. For some few minutes there was a cessa- 
tion of fire; but we were not kept long in expectancy. The enemy 
now seemed determined to reach our position, and formed, apparently. 
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a triple line. Observing this movement on his part, I brought up the 
three regiments of my brigade to within one hundred yards of the 
crest of the hills, and pushed forward the twenty-fifth North Carolina 
volunteers to the crest. The enemy, almost massed, moved to the 
charge heroically, and met the withering fire of our artillery and 
small arms with* wonderful staunchness. On they came to within less 
than one hundred and fifty paces of our line ; but nothing could live 
before the sheet of lead that was hurled at the m from this distance. 
They momentarily wavered, broke anTl rushed headlong from the field. 
A few, however, more resolute than the rest, lingered under cover of 
some fences and houses, and annoyed us with a scattering, but well 
directed fire. The twenty-fifth North Carolina volunteers reached the 
crest of the hill just ua time to pour into the enemy a few volleys at 
most deadly range, arra then took position shoulder to shoulder with 
Cobb's and Cooke's men in the road^. 

During this attack', the gallant Brigadier General Cobb was mortally 
wounded, and almost at the same instant Brigadier General Cooke was 
wounded and taken from the field. Colonel Hall, forty- sixth North 
Carolina volunteers, succeeded to the command of his' brigade. Nothing* 
daunted by the fearful punishment he had received, the enemy brought 
out fresh and increased numbers of troops. Fearing lest he might, by 
mere force of numbers, pass over our line, I determined to meet him 
with every man at my disposal, and started in -person to place the re- 
maining t<vo regiments of my brigade. Just at this instant, Briga- 
dier General Kershaw dashed, on horseback, at the head of one of his 
regiments up the new road leading from the Telegraph road, and near 
the mill, and led it into the fight imu ediately at Marye's house. A 
second regiment from his brigade followed and took position in rear 
of and near the grave-yard on Willis' hill, and remained there. I now 
advanced my regiments and placed one a few yards in rear of Marye's 
house, and the other on its right and a little more retired. With his 
increased numbers the enemy moved forward. Our men held their 
fire until it would be fatally effective ; meantime, our artillery was 
spreading fearful havoc among the enemy's ranks. Still he advanced 
and received the destructive fire of our line ; even more resolute than 
before, he seemed determined, madly, to press on ; but his efforts could 
avail nothing. At length, broken and seemingly dismayed, the whole 
mass turned and fled to the very centre of the town. At this time, 
I sent my adjutant general to the road to ascertain the condition of 
the troops and the amount of ammunition on hand. His report was 
truly gratifying, representing the men in highest spirits, and abun- 
dance of ammunition. I had ordered Cobb's brigade to be supplied 
'from my wagons. 

The afternoon was now nearly spent, and it appeared that the ene- 
my would not again renew his attempts to carry our position. Again, 
however, an effort, more feeble than those which had preceded, was 
made to push his troops over the bodies of the now numerous slain. 
The sun was down, and darkness was fast hiding the enemy from view, 
and it was resonable to suppose there would be no further movement, 
at least, towards the point we held ; but the frequent and determined 
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assaults he had made would not permit me to despise either his coui'aga 
or his hardihood, and thinking that, as a Ia3t alternative, he might 
resort to the bayonet under cover of darkness, I massed my little 
command so as to meet such an attack with all the power we were 
capable of exerting, Instead, however, of a charge with the bayonet, 
just after dark he opened a tremendous fire of small arms, and at short 
range, upon my whole line. This lant desperate and maddened attack 
met the same" fate which had befallen those which preceded, and his 
hosts were sent, aptually howling, back to their beaten comrades in the 
town. A short time before the last attache, Brigadier General Kemper 
had reported to me with his brigade. With two of his regiments I 
relieved the twenty-fourth North Carolina volunteers, which had bee'n 
in the ditch two days, and placed the others in close supporting dis- 
tance at the crest of the hill. 

During the whole time the enemy's artillery had not ceased to play 
upon us, but our batteries took no notice of it, reserving theirfcfire 
and using it against the enemy's infantry, as it would form and ad- 
vance, with extraordinary effect. Thus ended the fighting ia front of 
* Fredericksburg. 

By ten o'clock, P. M., General Kershaw had put the whole of his 
brigade in the road, and sent me word he could hold if. I was satis- 
fied no further attempt would be made by the enemy before daylight, 
and withdrew my division two hundred yards, and permitted it to 
rest. At this time of night, I received orders to send a battery of 
long-range guns to Major Garnett. The three guns of Cooper's, at 
Howison's house, were sent, and they replaced by a like number from 
Branch's battery. 

Until about four, P. M., on the 13th, the Washington artillery had 
served in the batteries, when it was relieved by Colonel Alexander's 
battalion, and, during the night, I replaced five of his guns with 
twelve- pounder howitzers from my batteries, During the day, only 
three' of my guns were in action, and those were at the Howison 
house. I am informed by the report of the captain that they did good 
service, both in the direction of Fredericksburg and more to the right. 

On the 14th, little of moment occurred. The enemy annoyed us 
by an unceasing fire from sharpshooters, but did little injury. Early 
on that night, I was directed to return Kemper's brigade to General 
Pickett. It was replaced by my own. Before daylight, orders came 
to relieve Jenkins' brigade, on the right of the telegraph road, which » 
I had now with my own, and the latter was replaced by Cooke's and 
one regiment from Featherston's, which was immediately on my left. 

Late in the afternoon of the loth, large numbers of infantry were 
seen collecting in the town, and the sharpshooters again began to be 
troublesome. Colononel Alexander and Lieutenant Branch, the latter 
having charge of a twelve-pounder howitzer and a Napoleon which 
Colonel A. had sent me, by a few well directed s*hells dispersed the 
infantry in the town and dislodged the sharpshooters. 

About daylight on the morning of the 16th, Brigadier General 
Jenkins, with his brigade, reported to me, and relieved Cooke's. 

Too high commendation cannot be bestowed upon the troops under 
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my command, and those of other corps, who came under my observa- 
tion, and I trust it will not be out of place to mention some, at least, 
of the latter. The unwavering firmness evinced throughout, by all, 
raises them to the highest pitch of admiration. 

The field, on the 13th, presented the unprecedented spectacle of a 
fierce battle raging and not a straggler from the ranks.' 

Brigadier General Cooke was wounded early in the action, but 
handled his troops well. 

Brigadier General Kemper came upon the field late, but in the 
handsomest style, under a galling fire, moved his command into posi- 
tion with the greatest alacrity and steadiness, and, during this time, 
lost a* few killed and quite a number wounded. 

While I do not disparage any, I cannot fail to mention the splendid 
and dashing action of the twenty. fifth North Carolina volunteers, 
Lieutenant Colonel Bryson commanding, in going into battle. 

TJiough no part of my command, I will not pass over the already 
famous Washington artillery. Its gallantry and efficiency are above 
praise. 

Colonel Alexander, of the artillery, brought in his battalion admi- , 
rably, and relieved the Washington^artiliery under a hot fire. 

I regret that I could not witness the part taken by the long-range 
guns of my batteries, but, from the commanders' reports, they did good 
service, both in the direction of Fredericksburg and more to the right 
of our lines. Lieutenant Branch, in charge of the two pieces above 
mentioned, handled them beautifully. 

lieutenant and Adjutant Cooke, twenty -fourth North Carolina vol- 
unteers, was severely wounded. I have before witnessed his conduct, 
aiad no one more highly merits promotion. 

The valuable assistance and daring gallantry of my assistant adju- 
tant general, Captain Thomas Rowland, and volunteer aid, Dr. H. I. 
Davis, deserve my warmest commendation. They, three times each 
during the day, travereed the entire front of my line, descending and 
returning from the road, thus six times running the gauntlet of a 
Jtnost fearful fire. 

I am much indebted to Lieutenant E. A. Thorn, ordnance officer 
for division, for his devotion and energy. Whatever might have been 
the duration of the battle, so long as ammunition could have been 
had, l felt sure that my troops would be supplied. After the battle, 
he collected about two thousand small arms. 

Lieutenant and Aid-de-Camp Brodnax rendered valuable aid. 

I should fail in my duty if 1 did not notice the splendid dash of 
General Kershaw and his staff. 

Lieutenant Landry, of Captain Maurin's battery, I believe, called 
the Donelson artillery, by direction of Captain Latrobe, assistant ad- 
jutant and inspector general, took his piece from behind the epaul- 
ment in order to dislodge a body of the enemy upon whom the bat- 
tery could not play. Most effectually he performed this service, but, 
in doing so, lost several of his men and had his piece disabled. His 
conduct was admirable, for, during the time, he was exposed to a 
direct fire of six and an enfilade fire of four guns. 
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With sadness, we mourn the loss of many gallant men*; but I will 
pay a special tribute to the intrepid General Cobb, who fell, mortally 
wounded, in the midst of his men, while nobly defending our righteous 
cause. His brigade, throughout the day, remained at the post cA 
honor, in the front lino. 

Among those who fell, and those of his comrades who lament his 
loss, there was not one more meritorious than the modest, but brave 
and manly, Major Kelly, of the thirty-fifth North Carolina volunteers. 

To two of my couriers, private Devam, twenty-fourth, and private 
Hood, thirty-sixth North Carolina volunteers, I am truly indebted for 
their devotion, gallantry and intelligence, during the several day3, 

I herewith enclose a complete list of the casualties in my division ; 
in the aggregate five hundred and thirty. The wounded bear a large 
proportion to the'killed. Before the town there were not engaged, all 
told, on our part, more than five thousand. It is impossible to esti- 
mate exactly the number of the enemy who were opposed to us. 
From prisoners taken, it is certain that all of Sumner's grand division 
and part of Hookers were brought against the position. Among 
these can be named, specially, Hancock's and Whipple's division, the 
Irish J)rigad<\ and the whole of the regular infantry of the old United 
States army, the latter under Sykes. 

The enemy's loss in killed mu3t have been very large. Each of the 
nights of Saturday, Sunday and Monday, the enemy bore olf large 
numbers. Oa Tuesday I walked over the field, and the -slain lay in 
many places piled up on each other. As I understand an accurate 
count of those buried has been madfei I will not hazard an opinion as 
to the real number killed. The havoc \vas appalling. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

R. RANSOM, Jr., 
Brigadier General commanding Division, 



REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL HOOD. 



Division Headquarters, near Fredericksburg, Va. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the par- 
ticipation of my command, composed of the Texas brigade, Brigadier 
General J. B. Robertson, commanding; Law's brigade, Brigadier 
General E. M. Law, commanding ; Anderson's brigade, Brigadier 
General G. T. Anderson, commanding ; Toombs' brigade, Colonel II. 
L. Benning commanding, and Reilly's, Bachman's and Gardner's bat- 
teries, in the battle of Fredericksburg, December ISth, 1862, and 
operations in connection therewith : 

In obedience to instructions from the Lieutenant General com- 
manding, on hearing the signal guns, about two o'clock, on the morn- 
ing of the 11th December, I immediately formed my command and 
moved into position along the crest of the hills stretching from Dr. 
Reynolds' house to near the railroad crossing, and occupied the Bow- 
ling Green road with a heavy line of skirmishers. Soon afterwards, 
I pushed forward about one hundred riflemen to harass the enemy in 
his efforts to throw a bridge across the Rappahannock river, at the 
mouth of Deep Run. This party was unable, however, to effect the 
desired object, m consequence of the ground not affording shelter to 
the men within rifle-range of the river. My scouts having reported, 
&ear dark, that the enemy had completed a bridge across the river im- 
mediately below the mouth of Deep Run, and in my front, I increased 
my force in the Bowling Green road and threw a line of skirmishers 
to the front, with orders to the commanding officer to hold the road. 
The enemy commenced crossing infantry and artillery at dark, and 
continued doing so throughout the night, at the same time deploying 
to their left, to and below Mr. Arthur Bernard's house, thereby indi- 
cating his intention to attack our right. 

Daring the night, I withdrew the force from the- Bowling Green 
road, and the line of skirmishers back to the road. At about ten 
o'clock, on the morning of the 12th, I was reliev®rt by General A. 
P. Hill's division, and", in obedience to orders from the Lieutenant 
Goneral commanding, relieved General Pickett on my left. Discov- 
ering a body of the enemy's cavalry deployed along the railroad, I 
detached two companies from Toombs' and one company from Laws' 
brigade, and, without loss on our side, drove them off, killing two or 
taree men and five horse3. About dark, General Pickett reoccupied 
his original position ; and, in compliance with instructions from the 
Lieutenant General commanding, I moved my command back to my 
original position, with orders to co-operate with A. P. Hill's or any 
ether troops of General T. J. Jackson's corps. 

On the 13th, during the engagement on the right of our line, a con- 
siderable force of the enemy defiled from the right bank of Deep Run, 
and, forming line of battle, advanced, driving our skirmishers from 
auad occupying the railroad. Two of Brigadier General Law's xegi- 
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ments, the fifty-seventh North Carolina, Colonel A. C. Godwin com- 
manding, and fifty-fourth North Carolina, Colonel J. C. McDowell 
commanding, were thrown forward, the fifty-seventh leading, and in 
gallant style drove the enemy from the position he had gained, fol- 
lowing him up to within three hundred yards of the Bowling Green 
road and punishing him severely. These regiments, with the fourth 
Alabama, Law's brigade, support, held the railroad until dark, when 
they were relieved by other troops from my command, who retained 
possession of it until the enemy recrossed the river, on the night of 
the 15th. 

As usual, Brigadier General Law was conspicuous upon the field, 
acting with great gallantry, and had his horse killed under him whilst 
personally directing the movements of his brigade. 

It is with much pleasure that I call your attention to the gallant 
bearing of both the officers and men of the fifty-seventh North Caro- 
lina regiment, Colonel A. C. Godwin commanding, in their charge on 
a superior force of the enemy, posted in the strong position he had 
gained. Equal praise is due the fifty-fourth North Carolina regiment, 
Colonel J. C. McDowell commanding, for their able support of the 
fifty-seventh, and especially for their display of discipline in chang- 
ing front under fire, to cover the left flank of the fifty-seventh from 
the fire of a force of the enemy occupying Deep Run, below the rail- 
road, to which thej^became exposed in consequence of their pursuit 
of the force they hati. dislodged. Indeed, I cannot in justice omit to 
mention the bearing and ^morale of my entire command during tho 
ume the enemy was in our front, as evidenced by their earnest desire 
So be led to battle and their presence at all times, as, to the best of 
my knowledge, not a single officer or man left ranks without proper 
authority. 

The members of my staff were, as usual, at their posts, and zeal- 
ous in the discharge of every duty devolving upon them. Below will 
will be found a summary of the casualties of my command. 

For further particulars, attention is called to accompanying reports 
of brigade commanders. 

I am, Major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
* J. B. HOOD, 

Major General commanding. 
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REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL D. H. HILL. 



Headquarters Division, December 24, 1862. 

Captain A. S. Pendleton, A. A. G. : 

Captain : I have the honor to report the^perations of my command 
around Fredericksburg. On the 3rd December my division was gent 
to Port Royal, to prevent the crossing of the Yankees at or near that 
point. Four Yankee gunboats were then lying opposite the town. 
Rifle-pits were constructed above the town on the night of the 4th, to 
prevent the pirates from ascending; and Hardaway's Whitworth gun 
was placed on Jack's Hill, some three miles *below the town, and his 
remaining two guns, with Carter's Parrott's, were placed on the hill 
due west of the town. Hardaway opened upon the gunboats about 
three o'clock, on the 5th instant. Finding the fire too hot for them, 
they fled back to town, where they were sheltered from Carter's fire. 
Hare away continued to pelt them; and, to stop his fire, (as is sup- 
posed.) the ruffians commenced shelling the town, full of women and 
children. The town was partially destroyed, but a merciful God 
kindly protected the inoffensive inhabitants. A dog was killed and a 
negro wounded ; no other living being was inj^ed. Finding that 
Hardaway's fire did not slacken, the pirates fled down the river. But 
pow a worse fate awaited them than a distant cannonade. The gal- 
lant Major Pelham, of General Stuart's horse artillery, ha*d a section 
of artillery immediately on the bank of the river and gave them a 
parting salute. He was greeted with grape and canister, and had 
one man killed. There were ho casualties at my batteries. From 
Yankee sources, we learned that the pirates lost six killed and twenty 
wounded. Whether they over-estimated or under- estimated their 
loss, I do not know. They sometimes lie on one side, and sometime? 
on* another. In a few days, the pirates returned as high as Port To- 
bago, with five more of their thievish consorts. Eleven rifle guns of * 
Colcnel Browne's reserve artillery and all my division batteries were 
brought down to the river, under cover of a dense^og, and, when it 
lifted, were opened upon them. The firing was bad, except from the 
Whitworth, and it soon drove them under cover of a thick growth of 
woods, where they lay concealed. We have learned, from the same 
respectable Yankee source, that three of the pirates were struck, one 
three times, and that a captain was killed and four or five other 
thieves knocked on the head. We had no casualties. Just before 
sundown, o"n the 1 2th instant, I received an order to march that 
night to Fredericksburg, "as the Yankees were expected to attack Gen- 
eral Lee the next day. A portion of my command was twenty-two 
miles from that city, and the most of them from eighteen to twenty. 
We began our march immediately and proceeded until we were 
stopped by encountering General Early's column, some three miles 
from Hamilton's crossing. We waited until daylight, and then fol- 
lowed General Early. His division was placed in the second line, 
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behind General A. P. Hill, and my division in the third line, behind 
General Early. We remained in that position until noon, when the 
division wasordered on the extreme right to meet a flank movement 
of the Yankees, under General Doubleday. We were, however, soon 
ordered back, as Doubleday did not advance, and our front line, under 
General A. P. Hill, had been broken. General Early pushed forward 
^and recovered the lost ground, and my division took Early's position. 
My division artillery and the reserve artillery, under Colonel Brown, 
(temporarily under my command,) were sent forward in the afternoon 
to relieve the batteries which had been engaged in the morning. 
The relieving batteries have been highly commended for gallant and 
effective service. Captains Carter, Hardaway, Bondurant, Fry and 
Page were conspicuous here, as everywhere, for gallautry and alacrity' 
in the discharge of duty. Towards sundown, on the 1 3th, a general 
advance of our lines was ordered, preceded by artillery. ^ Artillery 
officers were called for to volunteer for this hazardous duty. Captain 
Bondurant and Lieutenants Pendleton and Carter, of my division, 
volunteered and brought out their batteries. The answering reply of 
the Yankee artillery to ours was so rapid and constant that the ad- . 
vance was baited before our columns emerged from the woods to view. 

On the 1 4th iffstant, General Karly and Taliaferro occupied the 
front line, ray division the second line, and General A. P. Hill the 
third. The YanKee*s, having been terribly thrashed the day before, 
were quiescent on the 14th. They had established themselves in a 
hedge- row, and had it lined with artillery. Ilardaway got a position, 
with his Whitworth gun, from which ho could enfilade the line. He 
drove out all their* batteries and made them leave at a gallop. 1 
think that his gun killed the Yankee General Bayard, as no other of 
our guns could carry so far as to the point where he was struck. At 
Upperville, on November 2nd, this gun put to flight two Yankee bat- 
teries, and cavalry and artillery, at the distance of three miles and a 
half. Grimes' brigade occupied the extreme right of our front line 
on the night of the 13th, and held the same position for the next two 
days. This brigade also furnished a hundred sharpshooters to support 
Stuart, and these were constantly skirmishing with the Yankees 
during the 14th and 15th. Colonel Estes, ^ith his regiment, forty- 
fourth Georgia, Poles' brigade, was also sent to support Stuart on 
the night of the 1 3th, and remained with him until the 15th. These 
advance troops, together with the skirmishers thrown out from each 
brigade when on the advance line, were the only portions of my di- 
vision actively engaged with the* Yankees. My division relieved 
Generals Early and Taliaferro before day on the 15th, and remained 
all day the advance. Major Jones' battalion, of my division artil- 
lery, was placed on our left flank. The Yankees were unusually 
placid on the loth. The only firing worthy of notice was from some 
dozen or twenty pieces on the other side of the river, attempting to 
dislodge Ilardaway from his enfilading position. He, however, lay 
quietly on his straw-rick, looking at them with his glass, and only' 
firing when he could make his shot tell. As the day of the 15th wore 
away without a fight, the division, with the exception of the advance 
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detach merits, not having drawn trigger, applied to Lieutenant General 
Jackson to remain one day longer on the front line. This request 
v> r as granted. At daylight, our pickets were thrown forward and the 
enemy found to be gone. Burnsido ha(J changed his base. We cap- 
tared two hundred and ninety-two of the Yankee pickets and strag- 
glers* and, gathered up between three and four thousand excellent 
rifles and muskets. I regret to add that, although none of my troops* 
drew trigger, with the exceptions above made, we had one hundred 
, and seventy-three casualties in the division, nearly all from the artil- 
lery fire of the Yankees. 

My thanks are due to all my staff for faithful and efficient services. 
Major J. W. Ratchford and Major Archer Anderson, adjutant' gen- 
serai's staff ; Major Jones, commanding battalion of artillery ; Captain 
Carter, chief of artillery; Captain M.L.Randolph, signal officer; 
Lieutenant R. H. Morrison, aid-de-camp ; Lieutenant E F. Brevard, 
volunteer aid; Lieutenants Harris and Estelle, ordnance officers; 
Mr. Arthur Chichester, engineer officer; Sergeant Harraeling, com- 
manding the couriers, all rendered valuable and important service. 

I cannot speak too highly of the steadiness of my men under fire, 
their confidence of victory and eagerness to lend their efforts to 
achieve it, their patient endurance of a fatiguing %arch the night 
before the battle, and their general subordination and good conduct. 
Under tried veterans as brigade commanders — Rodes, Colquitt, Pier- 
son, Doles and Grimes — I feel confident that they will do well when- 
ever called upon to meet the infernal Yankees. In no battle of the 
war has the signal interposition of God in our favor been more won- 
derfully displayed than at Fredericksburg, and it *is to be earnestly 
hoped that our gratitude will correspond in some degree with His favor. 
Respectfully submitted, 

D. H. HILL, Major General 



REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL A. P. HILL. 



IIeadq'rs A. P. Hill's Light Division, Jackson's Corps, > 
Camp nea r Fredejicksbu rg, Jan u ary 1 , 1863.* ) 

Captain A. S. Pendleton, 

Assistant Adjutant General Jackson's Corps : 

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the light division in the battle of Fredericksburg: 

It having been definitely ascertained that the enemy had crossed the 
Rappahannock in large force, on the evening of the 1 1th December, 
I was directed by General R. E. Lee, subsequently by the Lieutenant 
General, also, to move my division at dawn, on the 12th, and relievo 
Major General Hood. In obedience to this order, I put my troops in 
position, my front line consisting of two regiments of Ercckenbrough's 
brigade, the brigades of Generals Archer, Lane and Pender, my ex- 
treme right resting upon the road leading from Hamilton's Crossing 
to the Port Royal road, and my left to within a short distance of Deep 
Creek. Upon the hill crowning the right of my line, Lieutenant Col- 
onel Lindsay Walker, my chief of artillery, had in position, under 
his own immediate direction, fourteen rifle and Napoleon guns, com- 
posed of the batteries of Pegram and Mcintosh, with sections from the 
batteries of Crenshaw, Latham and Johnson, commanded respectively 
by Lieutenants Ellett, Potts and Chitter. The batteries of Captains 
Davidson and Braxton (the latter commanded by Lieutenant Marye) 
were placed to cover my left, about two hundred yards in front of 
Pender's brigade. 

My line of battle, as thus formed, was fully one mile and a half in 
extent, the division of Major General Hood being on my left. Lane's 
brigade was some one hundred and fifty yards in advance of my gene- 
ral line, the timber, in the skirt of which was .posted his brigade, 
jutting out into the low grounds some distance from the main body. 
Along the military road — a new road running in rear of my front line 
from right to left, cut by Major General Hood — were posted my re- 
serves, consisting of the remainder of Brockenbrough s brigade, 
fortieth and fifty-fifth Virginia, as a support to Walker's batteries, 
Gregg's brigade crossing the interval between Archer and Lane, and 
Thomas' brigade the interval between Lane and Pender. The division 
remained as thus posted during Friday and Friday night undisturbed, 
except by the shelling from the enemy's guns. 

On Saturday morning, Lieutenant General Jackson directed that 
Braxton's battery and two batteries from Brigadier General Taliaferro's 
division be placed in advance of the railroad, and General Lane was 
directed to support them. Braxton's battery was relieved by Latimer, 
a young veteran. About ten o'clock, Saturday morning, the lifting 
of the fog discovered to us the lines of th& enemy, drawn out in battle 
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array on the low grounds between us and the river, covering the 
whole of my front, and extending far to the left, towards Fredericks- 
burg. They were deployed in three lines, with heavy reserves behind 
the Port Royal road. Soon their lines, accompanied by ten batteries, 
six on their left and four on the right, moved forward to the attack. 
They had advanced but a short distance, when Stuart's horse artillery 
opening on them from the Port Royal road ^nd enfilading their lines, 
the advance was halted and four of the batteries gave their attention 
* for an hour or more to Major Pelham. As soon as Pelham ceased his 
lire, all their batteries, right and left, opened a teriific fire upon the 
positions occupied by my batteries, and shelled the woods promiscu- 
ously. There being no reply from any of our batteries, and being 
unable to elicit any discoveries from this sharp practice, continued for 
an hour or more, the advance was again sounded, and, preceded by 
clouds of skirmishers, the right gallantly essayed another attempt. 
To cover this advance, their batteries were now served with redoubled 
activity, and now, the masses of infantry being within point blank 
range, the roar was deepened and made deadly to the enemy as fhell 
and canister from our long silent, but now madly aroused, batteries 
ploughed through their ranks, The enemy, however, continued to 
advance, and the three batteries .already mentioned as having been 
posted in advance of the railroad were compelled to retire, their with- 
drawal being covered by Lieutenant Colonel Hill, with the seventh 
North Carolina. Lane's brigade was the first to encounter the m tsses 
of the enemy, who, recoiling somewhat from his direct front, shifted 
their main attack to his right, endeavoring to penetrate through the 
interval between Archer and himself. The attack directly in front 0/ 
Archer and of Walker's guns had been gallantly repulsed, the enemy 
finding what shelter they could along the railroad Concentrating 
their columns of attack, the enemy now made a bold effort, and, push- 
ing onward, turned Lane's right, although obstinately resisted by tho 
twenty-eighth and thirty-seventh North Carolina regiments. Colonel 
Barber, of the thirty-seventh, finding his right turned, changed front 
with his three right companies, and poured in a destructive fire. These 
two regiments continued to fight until their ammunition was exhausted, 
and were then quickly and steadily retired from the field, refilling 
their boxes and rejoining their brigade. The three remaining regi- 
ments of Lane's brigade (seventh, eighteenth and thirty-third North 
Carolina) steadily continued to battle against overwhelming numbers, 
and the attack was checked by well directed volleys from the thirty- 
third regiment, Colonel Avery. General Thomas, responding to the 
call of General Lane, rapidly threw forward his brigade of Georgians, 
by the flank, and deploying by successive formations, squarely m3t 
the enemy, charged them, and, joined by the seventh and part of the 
eighteenth North Carolina, drove them back, with tremendous loss, to 
their original position. In the meantime, the main column of aUack 
had wedged in to the right and rear of Lane, encountered Archer's 
left, and, attacked in flank and rear, the fourteenth • Tennessee and 
nineteenth Georgia were compelled to give back. General Archer, ob- 
nerving the threatening condition of affairs on his left, very promptly 
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detached the fifth Alabama battalion, holding his line with the brave 
first Tennessee, under the gallant Turney, and this movement, rapidlj 
executed, and assisted by two regiments of Brockenbrough, (forty- 
seventh Virginia and twenty-second Virginia battalion,) was attended 
with signal success. The advancing column3 of the enemy had also 
encountered an obstacle in the military road which they little ex- 
pected — Gregg's brigade of South Carolinians stood in the way. 
Taken somewhat by surprise, Orr's rifles were thrown into confusion, 
mistaking the advancing enemy for our own troops falling back. It 
was at this moment that Brigadier General Maxcy Gregg — himself 
fearful of harming our friends — fell, in front of the rifles, mortally 
wounded. A more chivalrous gentleman and gallant soldier never 
adorned the service which he so loved. One company of the rifles, 
Lieutenant Charles, and the four remaining regimeiits, the first, 
twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth, stood firm as on parade Colonel 
Hamilton, now in command of the brigade, threw back the right wing 
of his regiment and opened a destructive fire, the twelf(h faced about, 
and the thirteenth and fourteenth, under the direction of Colonel 
McGowan, faced by the rear rank, changed front forward, and stood 
prepared to resist any attempt to sweep down my rear. The combat 
was short, sharp and decisive. The rattling musketry and charging 
yell of the fifth Alabama battalion, the forty-seventh Virginia regi- 
ment and twenty-second Virginia battalion, and the withering fire from 
Hamilton's regiment, right in their faces, was more than Yankee 
firmness could stand. In addition to this, that gallant old warrior, 
General Early, to whom I had sent, requesting that he would move 
down to my support, came crashing through the wood* at the double- 
quick. 

The enemy, completely broken, fled in confusion. The two regi- 
ments of Brockenbrough's brigade, Archer, with the first Tennessee 
and fifth Alabama battalion, and Early's troops, chased them across 
the railroad and back to their reserves. In this backward movement 
of theirs, my artillery again inflicted heavy loss upon them On the 
extreme left of my line, held by the North Carolina brigade of General 
Pender, (thirteenth, sixteenth, twenty-second, thirty-fourth and thir- 
ty-eighth,) the enemy made several threatening attempts to advance, 
but were invariably repulsed by the well-directed fire from Davidson's 
and Latimer's guns. From the nature of the ground occupied by 
Pender's brigade, and the entire absence of all protection against 
artillery, his brigade received the greater part of the terrible tire 
directed at Davidson and Latimer, and suffered severely. General 
Pender was himself wounded, and his aid, Lieutenant Sheppard, 
killed, whilst gallantly rallying a portion of the eighteenth regiment 
of Lane's brigade. During the temporary absence of General Pen- 
der, the command of the brigade devolved upon Colonel Scales, of the 
thirteenth. The two batteries suffered much by the fire of a heavy 
line of skirmishers. Colonel Scales directed Major Cole, of the 
twenty-second North Carolina, to dislodge them, which was hand- 
somely done. The sixteenth, Colonel McElroy, which had been 
thrown out as a support to Latimer's battery, became pretty hotly 
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engaged with a brigade of the enemy Which had advanced up Deejr 
Run under cover, and, assisted by two North Carolina regiments of 
Law's brigade, Hood's division, drove them back. The enemy hav- 
ing thus been repulsed at all points, my brigades remained in their 
original positions, save General Thomas', (fourteenth, thirty-fifth, 
forty- fifth and forty-ninth Georgia,) which was not recalled from the 
position it had so gallantly won in the frontline, and General Archer, 
who, being out of ammunition, was relieved by Colonel Hoke, of- 
Early's division. About dusk I received an order from the Lieuten- 
ant General to advance my whole line and drive, the enemy. This 
order was, however, countermanded while preparations were being 
made to carry it out. During the night my division Was relieved 
from the front by the divisions of Generals Early and Taliaferro. 
When the fight was hottest, General Taliaferro very promptly re- 
sponded to my call, and moved down his division to within easy sup- 
porting distance of my left. I cannot close this report without; 
calling the attention of the Lieutenant General to the admirable 
manner ia which the troops of this division behaved under that most 
trying of all things to the soldier, viz : inaction under a heavy fire 
of artillery". The absence of all straggling was remarkable, and is 
entitled to high commendation. The conscripts showed themselves 
desirous of being thought worthy comrades of our veteran soldiers 
In this, as in all previous battleSj my thanks are eminently due tb 
the brigade commanders for their hearty co-operation, the coolness 
and skill with which they have handled their troops. General Pen- 
der, though wounded, resumed the command of his brigade as soon as 
his wound was dressed. 

Amongst the field officers wounded are Colonels Turney, Barber, 
Purdie ; Lieutenant Colonel George, first Tennessee ; Majors Vande- 
grafF, Norton, Lee, Neill and Buchanan. The three field officers and 
senior captain (Turney) of the first Tennessee were struck down 
General Pender mentions especially First Lieutenant S. S. Kirkland 
and Mr. John Young, volunteer aid-de-camp. General Archer wag 
efficiently served by Lieutenants Lemmon and Thomas. General 
Lane speaks cf the good conduct of Captain Hawks and Lieutenan: 
Lane, A. D. C. And General Thomas, that when all did.so wejl he 
cannot say more.. Captain Alexander Haskell, assistant adjutant 
general to the lamented Gregg, was severely wounded, but refused to 
leave the field, until, fainting from exhaustion and loss of blood, he was 
carried off. Captain Alston, of the first South Carolina volunteers, 
also deserves special mention; he, having been severely wounded, 
after being dressed at the hospital, returned to the field in spite of 
the remonstrance of the surgeon. Lieutenant Colonel Walker, as- 
sisted by Lieutenant Chamberlaine, directed the fire from his guns 
with admirable coolness and precision. Pegrain, as usual, with 
Mcintosh to help him, managed to find the hottest place, though 
perhaps Davidson might have been willing to exchange positions with 
them. 

I had forgotten to mention that at half-past three o'clock my batte- 
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ries on the right, except one. section of Pegram's, were relieved by 
the corps of Colonel Brown. 

The chief surgeon of the division, Dr. Powell, by his system and 
order and untiring personal attention, secured more comfort to the 
wounded than ha9 been usual. By ten o'clock the next day his hospital 
had been cleared of all those who could be moved, and, with their wounds 
dressed, were on their way to Richmond. He acknowledges valuable 
assistance from the Richmond committee. 

The members of my staff, Major Morgan, assistant adjutant gen- 
eral ; Captain Wingall, assistant adjutant and inspector general; 
Captain Hill, aid-de camp ; Major Palmer, first Virginia regiment, 
Captain Adams, signal officer, and Captain Gordon, volunteer aid-de- 
camp, (whose horse was killed,) were active and zealous in the discharge 
of their duties. Captain Howard, my engineer officer, was particu- 
larly efficient in strengthening my lines. Captain Stanard, ordnance 
officer, macPe efficient arrangements for the supply of ammunition, and 
fought with his guns. Captain Braxton, though sick, appeared on 
the field. Sergeant Tucker, chief of couriers, was, as usual, always 
by my side, active and fearless. 

The loss in the light division is: 

Officers — Killed, 16; wounded 119, Enlisted men — Killed, 215; 
wounded, 1,355. Missing — Officer, 11; enlisted men, 406. To- 
tal, 2,085. 

I respectfully refer you to the accompanying reports of command- 
ing officers of brigades. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. P. HILL, 
Major General commanding Light Division. 
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REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL TALIAFERRO, COM- 
MANDING JACKSON'S DIVISION. 



Headquarters Jackson's Division, > 
Camp near Moss Necl% December 2*, 1862. J 

Captain A. S. Pendleton, 

Assistant Adjutant General: 

Captain: In conformity with the order of the Lieutenant General . 
commanding, I have the honor to report the operations of thia 
divibiun, on the l3:hand 14th instants, before Fredericksburg: 

On ihe morning of the 12th, I marched from Guineas Station to 
Hamilton's Crofcsing, at which place I found the division of Major 
General A. P. Hill posted in order of battle from the crossing, on the 
right, to Bernard's quarters, on the left. I took position on the rail- 
road, to his right; but was subsequently ordered to move my com- 
mand to the rear of the left of his line. I posted Paxton's and 
Starke's brigades in rear of Gregg's and Thomas', of Hill's division, 
and held Taliaferro's and Jones' l^rigades in reserve. In the evening 
I ordered Colonel Warren, commanding Taliaferro's brigade, to the 
rear of Hamilton's house, to support the artillery posted on the hill 
in front. Upon the arrival of Early's division next morning, this 
brigade was withdrawn and le-occupied its old position. General 
Early's line connected with mine on the right. My artillery was 
held at the crossing on the Mine road, to the left of the division. I 
reported to General A. P. Hill my dispositions in his rear, and 
informed him that 1 had ordered the brigade and battery commanders 
to recognize any demands for support, if pressing, without the inter- 
vention of immediate superiors. • 

Early on the morning of the 13th, the batteries of Captains Wood- 
ing and Carpenter, the latter commanded by Lieutenant McKendree, 
were posted in the field, across the railroad, to the rig'ht of Bernard's 
quarters, and the Lee battery, Lieutenant Statham,. and two pieces of 
Lusk's battery on the hill to the left. The other pieces of 'these bat- 
teries operated on the extreme right. 

The enemy advanced about nine o'clock, when our batteries opened 
a destructive fire upon them, causing them to waver and break; but 
they again advanced, concentrating so heavy a fire of artillery upon 
the position that it becamo necessary to retire the batteries behind 
the railroad, in rear of the quarters, after two hours action. The 
infantry of the division, during this time, were subjected to the shells 
of the enemy, but advanced to the military road, to be in easy sup- 
port of General Hill's line, with perfect steadiness and enthusiasm. 
General Paxton, finding that our trocps were giving back to the right 
of Gregg's brigade, and the enemy advancing beyond the front line, 
through a gap, which fronted a boggy wood, supposed to be inacces- 
sible to the enemy, moved his brigade to the right, and engaged, with 
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two of his regiments, the enemy, who had penetrated to the military 
road, but who wire retiring by the time he reached that point. He 
then pushed forward to the front, and occupied, for the rest of the 
day, the front line at that place. The other brigades were held in. 
position in rear of the military road until the morning of the 1 4th, 
when I relieved General A. P. Hill's troops in the front; Starke's 
brigade relieving General Pender's on the left; Jones', Taliaferro's- 
and Paxton's occupying the railroad, and connecting with General 
Early's troops on the right. At daybreak the enemy made a slight 
demonstration on my lift, their skirmishers advancing nearly to the 
railroad cut, but they were instantly driven back. I thought it advi- 
sable to change the position of Starke's brigade, which had relieved'* 
Pender's, and extend my left on the railroad. This was ordered and* 
accomplished, but [ subsequently with Irew part of that brigade and, 
held it in position to command the rising ground near Bernard's; 
quarters • The skirmishing, in the early part of the. day, was quite- 
brisk and animated along the whole line, but ceased about midday. I 
had given positive orders to waste no ammunition, and to fire only 
when the annoyance of the enemy's skirmishers rendered it necessary.. 
I am satisfied the men fired with deliberation and considerable effect. 
I had a battery masked behind Bernard's house, and some of my piece3. 
to the left co-operated with those of General Hood. 

At five o'clock, A. M., of the 15th, I was relieved by General D. 
H. Hill, and moved my command back to the Mine road. 

I take pleasure in stating that officers and men behaved admirably, 
displaying coolness and courage under fire, and changing positions, 
with >ut any disorder or confusion. 

I would particularly mention Brigadier Generals Jones and Paxton, 
Colonel Warren, (tenth Virginia,) commanding Taliaferro's brigade, 
and Colonel Pendleton, (fifteenth Louisiana.) commanding Starke's bri- 
gade, whdse reports are herewith forwarded, and who make especial 
mention oi some of their officers, among them most particularly is 
Lieutenant Colcnel Gardner, fourth Virginia iniantry, who was se- 
verely wounded 

I cannot too highly mention the gallantry of Captain Brockenbrough,. 
chief of artillery; and of Captain Wooding and Lieutenant Jones, 
Wooding's battery, and Lieutennnt Larabie, Carpenter's battery, all t 
of whom were severely wounded; and of Captain Caskie, Lieutenants^ 
MeKendree, Hunton. Statham, Early and Donald 

It is with great pain I have ro add that the division has to deplore 
the loss of one of its most gallant officers of artillery, Lieutenant 
Barton, and two gallant officers of the twenty-first Virginia regiment, 
Captain Ames and Lieutenant Swoop, who fell nobly discharging their 
duty. 

I take occasion, in conclusion, to acknowledge my obligations to he- 
officeis of my staff, Captain W. T. Taliaferro, assistant adjutant gene-, 
ral, Captain Moore, inspector general, and Major T. S. Taliaferro,, 
volunteer aid-de-carap, and to call attention to the excellent arrange- 
ments made for the comfort of the wounded by Surgeon Coleman^, 
medical director of division. 
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• * . 

I enclose a list of killed and wounded, amounting to one hundred 
and ninety. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant/ 

W. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier General, commanding Jackson's Division. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL EARLY, COMMAND- 
ING DIVISION. 



Headquarters E well's Division, ) 
9 December 27, 1S62. } 

Captain A. S. Pendleton, 

A. A. General Second Corps, A. N. V. : 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of this division in the action of the 13th instant, near 
Fredericksburg : 

In, obedience to orders from the Lieutenant General command- 
ing the second corps, I marched the division, on the night of the 
1 2th instant, to the vicinity of Hamilton's Crossing, on the Richmond, 
Fredericksburg and Potomac railroad, and bivouacked for the night. 
Early next morning, in accordance with like orders, I moved to the 
crossing and posted the division, nearly at right angles with the rail- 
road, along the direct road, which here crosses the railroad, with my 
right resting on the latter, so as to support the right of Major Gene- 
ral A. P! Hill's division, which occupied the front line. Hays' 
brigade was placed on the right, with Trimble's brigade, under com- 
mand of Colonel R. F. Hoke, of the twenty-first North Carolina re- 
giment, immediately in rear of it. To the left of Hays' was Lawton'3 
brigade, under command of Col. E. N. Atkinson, of the twenty-sixth 
Georgia regiment; and to the left of the latter was my own brigade, 
under command of Colonel J. A. Walker, of the thirteenth Virginia 
regiment. *The batteries of the division, under charge of Captain J. 
W. Latimer, who was detailed to act as chief of artillery for the occa- 
sion, in consequence of Captain William D. BroWn (who was pre- 
viously acting in that capacity) having been disabled by an accident, 
were directed to be parked, under cover, in the rear, until wanted. 
As" the division moved into position, the artillery fire commenced from 
the enemy's batteries, though not at first directed towards the place 
occupied by the division. After a short interval, however, shells be- 
gan to fall in the vicinity, and for two or three hours the division was 
exposed to quite a severe cannonade, and suffered, to some extent r 
from the shells and other missiles w 7 hich passed through the woods in 
front. 

About or a little after noon, the infantry fire having commenced in 
front and becoming quite animated, a messenger from Brigadier Gen- 
eral Archer, of General A. P. Hill's division, came to the rear, stating 
that General Archer was pressed and wished reinforcements. Just at 
this moment I received an order from the Lieutenant General com- 
manding the corps, through one of his staff officers, to hold my divis- 
ion in readiness to move to the right of the railroad as the enemy was 
making a demonstration in that direction. This caused me to hesitate- 
a moment about sending a brigade forward, but I directed Colonel 
Atkinson to get ready to advance with his brigade, and the order had 
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hardly been given before an officer of artillery came galloping to the 
rear with the information that an interval (an awful gulf, as he desig- 
nated it) had been left hi our front line on the left of General 
Archer's brigade, through which the enemy were penetrating with a 
havy column, thus endangering Archer's brigade and all our batterieH 
on the right. I immediately ordered Colonel Atkinson to move 
forward with his brigade, (Lawtonis,) as I was informed the interval 
was in front of it. This order was promptly complied with, and the 
brigade, with the exception of one regiment, (the thirteenth Georgia,) 
moved forward in fine style, and, in a few minutes, encountered the 
enemy in' the woods on the hill immediately in rear of a point at 
which the railroad passes through a small neck of swampy woods, 
which position ho had reached almost without opposition, thus greatly 
endangering our right, as, in a few minutes, Archer's and Field's 
brigades, with our batteries on the right, would have been surrounded 
and the enemy have obtained a lodgment fiom which it would have 
been difficult to drive him. Lawton's brigade, without hesitating, at 
once dashed upon the enemy with the cheering peculiar to the Con- 
federate soldier, and which is never mistaken for the studied hurrahs of 
the Yankees, and drove the column opposed to it down the hill, across 
the railroad and out into the open plain, advancing so far and with 
such ardor as to cause one of the enemy's batteries to be abandoned. 
This brigade was, however, compelled to fall back from this point by 
the approach of a large column on its right flank, which proved to be 
Birney's division of Stoneman's corps and Hooker's grand division. 
In a very few moments after ordering the advance of Lawton's brig- 
ade, I also ordered Colonel Walker forward with my own brigade, as 
I was informed Lawton's brigade would not cover the interval in the 
line. This order was executed in double-quick time, and*Walker en- 
countered the enemy in the woods to the left of the place at which 
Lawton's brigade encountered one coioumn, another having turned 
General Lane's rrght flank and his biigade having given way in con- 
sequence. This column was quickly driven out of the woods by 
Walker, across the railroad and into the plain beyond, but, perceiving 
still another column crossing the railroad to his left and entering the 
woods, he withdrew the brigade back to the railroad and took position 
•on it, detaching, at the same time, the thirteenth "Georgia regiment, 
under Lieutenant Colonel Terr ill, to attack the last-named column of 
the enemy on the flank. About the same time General Thomas, of 
General A. P. Hill's division, with his brigade, attacked this column 
in frcnt, and, under the two fires, it was driven back, with considera- 
ble slaughter. As soon as Lawton's and my own brigades were or- 
dered forward, I directed Colonel Hoke to move with his brigade 
(Trimble's) to the left of Hays, on the same line, but he had hardly 
got into position before I received information that Archer's brigade 
'Was giving way, and I ordered Hoke to advance to his support, 
obliquing to the right. This was done in gallant style, and Hoke 
found ihe enemy in possession of the trench which had been occupied 
by General Archer's brigade, on the crest of the hill, and in the woods 
in rear of it. Hoke attacked the enemy vigorously and drove him 
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from the woods and trench to the railroad in front, in which there 
were reserves. He followed up his attack and dr.ove the enemy from 
the railroad, which was a strong position, some distance in front, 
capturing a considerable number of prisoners and afterwards secufing 
several hundred stands of arms. He advanced his brigade to a fence 
6orne distance in front ^f the railroad, but perceiving his danger of 
being flanked by the enemy, who had brought up large fresh columns, 
I sent an order to him to fail back to the original line, which order, 
however, he anticipated by retiring. in good order, leaving two regi- 
ments and a battalion on the railroad, and occupying the trench on 
the crest of the hill with the two other regiments and the thirteenth 
Georgia' regiment, which latter having failed to accompany its 
brigade on account of -a misapprehension of its Colonel, had been 
ordered forward with Hoke's brigade, and got up in time to occupy 
the trench, but not to participate in the charge. 

Just as I had ordered Colonel Hoke forward, I received a message 
from Lieutenant General Jackson to advance to the front with the 
whole division, and I thereupon ordered General Hays to advance 
in rear of Colonel Hoke with his brigade, which movement was 
promptly executed; the enemy, who had discontinued his artillery fire 
while his infantry was advancing on the hill, having reopened his 
batteries, so that this brigade was exposed to a galling fire while ad- 
vancing. 

This brigade did not engage in the infantry fight because, by the 
time it reached the front line, the enemy had been effectually repulsed. 
The movements of the three brigades which were engaged are neces- 
sarily described separately, because they engaged three separate bodies 
of the enemy. They were, however, moved forward in rapid succes- 
sion in the ordeV stated, and were in fact all engaged at the same time, 
though commencing their several engagements at different times in 
the same order in which they advanced. The railroad makes a circle 
in passing from the right of our position around to the left, so that 
Lawton's brigade in passing to the front, with Walker's and Hoke's 
respectively on the left and right of it, was thrown into the apex of 
an angle, and having the start of them both, it was necessarily thrown 
farther forward than either of the others when it crossed the railroad 
and advanced into the plain. This exposed its flanks, and hence it 
was that this brigade was compelled to fall back as before stated, 
which, however, it did not do until its commander, Colonel Atkinson, 
* and Capt E. P. Lawton, the assistant adjutant general, were both disa- 
bled by wounds, and its ammunitionwas almost entirely exhausted. See- 
ing this brigade falling back, I halted it on the hill in the woods immedi- 
ately in rear of the place at which it had first met the enemy, and 
caused it to be reformed under the command of Colonel C. A. Evans, 
of the thirty-first Georgia regiment, and, fearing that the enemy might 
follow through the same interval with a frenh column, I sent to Gen- 
eral D. H. Hill for reinforcements, and he s&nt two brigades forward. 
Before, however, they arrived, Brigadier General Paxton, of General 
Taliaferro's division, had filled the interval left open by the falling 
back of this brigade, by promptly moving his own brigade into it. I 
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then sent Lawton's brigade to the rear to replenish its ammunition. 
Being posted at first in the second line, I did not have any immediate 
use for the batteries of the division, and therefore, after placing them 
under the charge of Captain Latimer, as stated, I requested Colonel 
Crutehfield, chief of artillery for the corps, to make such use of 
them as the emergencies of the day might require. In a short time 
he detached two batteries to a position on the. lift of Gen. A. P. Hill's 
line: these were Captain Latimer's own battery and Capt. Brown's bat- 
tery, both being under charge of Captain Latimer, who accompanied 
them. These, batteries did not operate in my view, but I am informed 
that they did excellent service, Captain Latimer having repulsed the 
enemy with canister after a regiment of infantry sent to support him 
had retired. Captain DAquiu's and Captain Garber's batteries were 
also detached to the right of the railroad and placed under charge of 
General Stuart's chief of artillery, Major Pelh&m, and likewise did 
excellent service, as I "am informed. Late in the evening, Captain 
Carrington, with his battery, relieved the two which had been sent to 
the left, under Captain Latimer, and next morning did good service. 

On the next day, Captain Dement, with his battery, was placed in 
position on the hill on the right occupied by the batteries the day be- 
fore, but did not become engaged. 

About sundown, on the 13th, I saw General D. H. Hill's division 
moving to the front, and was informed by one- of his Brigadier Gen- 
erals that the v/hole line was ordered to advance, and that his divis- 
ion was ordered to fallow. This was the first intimation I had of.it-, 
as no such order had been given me. In a few moments, however, 
Lieutenant Morrison, aid-de-camp, rode up and. informed me that Gen- 
eral Jackson's ordeis were that 1 should hold myself in readiness to 
advance ; and immediately afterwards one of my own staff officers 
rode up and stated that General Jackson wished me to take command 
of the whole troops on the right and advance, regulating the distance 
by the effect produced on the enemy by our artillery. This was ra- 
ther embarrassing to me, as my brigade had become separated in the 
positions assumed by them after repulsing the enemy, and a part of 
the troops on the light consisted of parts of two brigades of Maj. Gen. 
A. P. Hill's division. I rode immediately to where Colonel Hoke 
was posted and met General Jackson himself, from whom I received 
the order in person to advance, supporting the artillery whiclrhe wa3 
about sending forward. I gave the order to Colonel Hoke and Gen- 
eral Hays accordingly, and some pieces of artillery having been ad- 
vanced a short distance to the front, Colonel Hoke advanced with a 
part of his command to the railroad, a portion being already there. 
The enemy immediately opened a terrible artillery fire, and, it becom- 
ing quite dark, our own artillery was withdrawn and the movement 
countermanded. In a short time afterwards, I received notice from 
General Jackson, through one of my staff officers, that as soon as 
Ge.n. A. P. Hill's troops took position in front, I would move my own 
back and make them comfortable,getting provisions for them. No troops, 
however, of Gen. Hill, came to relieve me, and Walker, Hoke and Hays, 
with their brigades, remained during the night in the same positions 



in which they were at the close of the fight. Daring the night, I re- 
ceived an order, through Lieutenant Smith, aid-de camp, directing 
that General Taliaferro would relieve General A. P. Hill's division 
on the front line, beginning on the lefc and relieving to the extent of 
his troops, and that I would supply the deficiency. I was already 
occnpjing the front line with three brigades. 

Early next morning* Walker was relieved by General Paxton's bri- 
gade, and I then placed Hays' brigade in the position which Paxton 
had left, and placed one regiment in front on the railroad, so as to 
make a continuous line on that road. Hoke was lefc in the same po- 
sition; Lawton's brigade was placed on the right of Hoke, and 
Walker was moved to the right and pladfed in the rear of Hoke's and 
Lawton's brigades, so as to support either of them in case of need, 
or be thrown upon the right flank, as occasion might require*. 

On the morning of the 15th, the division was relieved by the divis- 
ion of General D. II. Hill and 'moved to the rear, in reserve, there 
having been no renewal of the enemy's attack on the 1 4th.' Having 
received orders to occupy the second line on the 16th, as I was pro- 
ceeding to do so, 1 was ordered to move to the vicinity of Port Royal, 
and moved accordingly. 

I cannot too warmly express my admiration of the conduct of the 
troops of this division on the 13th. The absence of straggling or 
skulking, to any considerable extent, was a gratifying fact. Officers 
and men, generally, behaved admirably,. To Brigadier General Hays 
and Colonels Walker, Atkinson and Hoke credit is due for having 
promptly obeyed my orders and managed their respective commands 
with coolness, courage and intelligence ; and the same meed of praise 
is due Colonel Evans, who succeeded to the command of Lawton's 
brigade after Colonel Atkinson was wounded. Captain E. P. Law- 
ton, assistant adjutant general of Lawton's brigade, displayed great 
courage and energy, and I call especial attention to the remarks of 
Colonel Evans in regard to him. I reget very much that Captain 
Lawton was so seriously wounded in the advanced position to which 
his brigade went as not to be in a condition to be brought off when 
the brigade retired, and he consequently fell into the hands of the 
enemy, as did also Colonel Atkinson. It will be observed that Law- 
ton's brigade was compelled to fall back, but in dcing so it lost no 
credit, for it was impossible for this brigade to withstand the heavy 
column brought against it. 

To Lieutenant Colonel J. M. Jones, inspector general ; Major S. 
Hale, acting assistant adjutant general; Major J. P. Wilson, and 
Mr. H. Heaton, volunteer aids, and Captain L Marye, of the artil- 
lery, and Captain William F. Randolph, of EwelPs body-guard, all of 
whom accompanied me on the field, credit is due for the coolness, 
couiage and intelligence with which they lent me their aid and bore 
my orders. To Captain Latimer is due the credit of having performed 
all the duties of his position efficiently and intelligently, and of hav- 
ing displayed great gallantry under fire. This young officer is one of 
great promise and deserves promotion, iha failure to mention Other 
officers is not intended to exclude them from the commendation be- 
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stowed on those mentioned, but it is impracticable to mentioa all 
that are deserving of praise. I feel it incumbent on me to state 
that to Brigadier General Archer, of General A. P. Hill's division, 
is due the credit of having held the enemy in check with a small por- 
tion cf his men, after his flank and rear had been gained, until rein- 
forcements arrived, and that, with what of his brigade was left, he ac- 
companied Colonel Hoke in his charge across the railroad. But for 
the gallant stand made by General Archer, the enemy would have 
gained an advantage which it would have required a greater sacrifice 
of life to wrest from him than was made. The reports of brigade 
commanders, and also of Captain Latimer, acting chief of artillery, 
are herewith submitted. A list of killed, wounded and missing has 
been heretofore forwarded, from which it will be seen that the total 
killed was one hundred and two; total wounded, seven hundred and 
twenty six ; total missing,, one hundred and five. Most of the 
wounded are but slightly injured, and' about fifty of the missing, being 
entirely from Lawtoti's brigade, fell into the hands of the enemy, the 
greater part being in all probability wounded. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. EARLY, 
Brigadier General commanding Division. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL PENDLETON. 



Headquarters Artillery' Corps, A. # N. V., ) 
Camp Near Chesterfield Station, R. & F. R. R., fhroHne Co., Fa., V 

March 12, 1863. ) 

General R. E. Lee, commanding : ' • 

General: Constant pressure of duty since the battle of Freder- 
icksburg has prevented an earlier report of the part which then 
^devolved upon the reserve artillery, and upon the undersigned a3 its 
commander and as supervisor of the 'artillery service in this army. 
Such report the undersigned has now the honor to submit, as proper 
in itself, and as part of the history of important transactions. While 
the army remained in the Valley of the Shenandoah, after returning 
from Maryland, the undersigned was diligently engaged in reorganiz- 
ing the artillery and in directing adequate forage arrangements. On 
November 1st, v,ith the. reserve artillery and ordnance trains, he 
took up the line of march for Culpeper Court- House, and on the 
evening of the 4th encamped near that place. On the 14th, a* the 
request of the commanding General, he sent Lane's battery to co- 
operate with General Stuart in an attack upon a body of the enemy 
near Warrenton Springs. And on the 17th, the same battery of 
superior guns was despatched, as requested, towards Fredericksburg, 
to co-operate under direction of General McLaws. On the 19th. 
orders to that effect having been received, the undersigned marched, 
with the reserve artillery and ordnance train, towards Fredericksburg,, 
taking a circuitous route, (southeasterly,) for the sake of forage. On 
Sunday, the 23d, he arrived with the trains, reported at general 
headquarters, and located camps as directed. The next morning, as 
requested by the commanding General, he proceeded to the front for 
the purpose of observing the dispositions of the enemy and examining 
the ground, with a view to the best positions for works and batteries. 
Thc^eneray was conspicuously in force, and often within easy range 
from above Falmouth to a point a mile or more below Fredericksburg. 
They had batteries in position, and were, in a few places, beginning 
earthworks. On our own line a few hurried works werein progress. 
Lane's battery was already well posted on the heights overhanging 
the river-bend above Falmouth, and forming our extreme left. 
Epaulments had been thrown up, but they needed much additioLal 
work. Lewis' and Grandy's batteries, recently called from Richmond 
to aid in repelling the enemy, were also in position on the lower 
plateau, about half a mile to the right of Lane, and nearer the town. 
Those needed for their protection much additional labor. These ob- 
servations, and a cursory survey of the general line between the 
river above Falmouth and the telegraph road — iti company with Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Brown, then on duty with the undersigned ; with 
Lieutenant Colonel Alexander, whose encampment was visited, and 
with Captain Johnston, engineer, met with on the field — occupied the 
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entire day, the distance being considerable, and the points of im- 
portance numerous. The next day, November 25th, after detailing 
Captain Ross to proceed with his battery to a point on the river three 
or four miles below, to be indicated by a member of the commanding 
General's staff? where gunboats might be effectually repelled, the un- 
dersigned again visited the front, to study the ground with reference 
alike to its own features and to the appaioent designs of the enemy. 
Jn the evening, he also visited the admirable position on the river 
bank selected for Ross' battery. Major Nelson and the captains of 
the reserve batteries were next requested to accompany the under- 
signed along the line, that they also might become familiar with 
routes and positions. On the 28th, the commanding General having* 
requested that another rifle battery should^be placed eight or ten 
miles lower down the river, towards repelling gunboats, the under- 
signed took Captain Milledge's battery of light rifles to a commanding 
bluff just below Skinker s mill. Here the battery was left, with one 
of General Stuart's, under charge of Major Pelham, with whom, mov- 
ing froil point to point as gunboats threatened, it remained more than 
ten clays. On the 29th, Lieutenant Anderson, of Ells' battery, near 
Richmond, reported .the arrival of men and horse3 with two thirty- 
pounder Parrott guns, whicK, on recommendation of the undersigned, 
the commanding General had ordered up to the lines. Measures 

^ were* promptly taken to have them tested, and to fit them in all re- 
spects for service. December 1st, the undersigned was diligently 
engaged in examining again the whole line with reference to the best 
positions for these two large guns, facility of ingress and egress 

- being important for them, as well as extensive command of the field. 
The points selected were reported id the commanding General, with 
reasons for the choice, and, on his approval, tho sites were next day 
pointed out, working parties engaged, clearings commenced, &c. The 
work on the right and back of Mr. Howison's house was directed, 
with his accustomed intelligence and energy, by the since lamented 
General Thomas' R. R. Cobb — that on the eminence further to the 
left, and near the telegraph road, was staked off and directed by the 
undersigned. This point, densely wooded when first chosen, became 
the most important, perhaps, in the entire scene, as the position 
affording the best view of all the field, and therefore principally occu- 
pied by the commanding General and other chief officers during the 
battle. In such duties, and in designating with Lieutenant Colonel 
Alexander, acting chief of artillery first corps, the various batteries 
to occupy assigned positions^ the undersigned was engaged till the 
evening of December 1 1th. This evening Major Nelson, who had 
closely reconnoitred during the day, reported to him indications of an 
approaching movement on the part of the enemy. He also received 
a reliable intimation of intelligence said to have been sent to General 
Stuart by a friend across the river, that the enemy had orders to pre- 
pare rations and move at dawn next morning. On the 12th, there- 
fore, signal guns just before dawn were only what the undersigned 
anticipated. A few minutes after them he sent one aid to the front 
for information, and another to the commanding General to ask if the 
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large Parrotts should not at once be taken into position — the possi- 
bility of their being needed elsewhere having caused this to be de- 
layed. It being now«approved, they were, as early in the day as 
practicable, taken to the works prepared for them. A dense fog more 
than half the day concealed the enemy, and rendered active operations 
nearly impossible. The morning was therefore employed by us in 
preparation, adjusting batteries in position, &c. Later in the day, as 
the atmosphere cleared up, it was known that the enemy had con- 
pleted a bridge across the river near the mouth of Deep Run. Near that 
{un, in the river road — suggested a judicious staff officer, who ha4 some 
days before ridden over the ground — good positions might be chosen, 
which ought now to be occupied by several batteries. To test this 
the undersigned proceeq^pd to the place, accompanied by Majors Nel- 
son and Garnett. The locality was within easy range of the bridge, 
and was of course more or less under fire from the enemy's lines 
across the river. Examination soon satisfied the undersigned that the 
position was unsuitable, because effectually commanded by the ene- 
my's heavy guns, and because much too far in advance of the sup- 
porting infantry line. In this view the 'two attending officers fully 
concurred; and when the case was submitted to the commanding 
General, his judgment sanctioned the conclusion reached. While on 
this tour the undersigned, satisfied that under existing circumstances 
it ought to be done, sent an aid to recall Captain Ross with his bat- 
tery frem the post on the river, which he had so long and laboriously 
h-eld, and had the satisfaction of finding that this only anticipated a 
direction to the precise effect from the commanding-General. The 
four long-range guns of this battery were assigned position, under 
Major Garnett, on the heights near the right of McLaws' division. 
Saturday, 13th, heavy firing began early ; and Patterson's six -pounder 
battery, with Ross 5 short-range section, having been assigned, under 
Major T. Jefferson Page, to General Hood's front, the undersigned 
hastened with Kirkpatrick's and Massie's batterieB, under Major 
Nelson, to the heights near the telegraph road, commanding Marye's 
Hill, with the view to sweeping that plateau in case it should be ulti- 
mately gained by the enemy. The two large guns were then visited 
by him, that on the right having been committed to the direction of 
Captain Barnwell, that on the left to the command of Captain G. W. 
Nelson. Directions being left for the management of tkese, he pro- 
ceeded to the other batteries along the heights, and attended to the 
best adjustment of all the guns. 

These duties having been discharged, and the furious fire of the 
enemy observed for some time, as well as the fog would permit, from 
the site of the left-hand large gun, the undersigned rode to the left 
of the line, for the purpose ojt determining whether Lane's heavy 
guns were likely to be of more service there or elsewhere. Under 
cover of the fog, he was enabled tO'pass near the works on Marye's 
Hill, occupied by the Louisiana Washington artillery, and those 
further to the left, occupied by Maurin's and other batteries, so as to 
observe that all were ready. Captain Rhett's battery of heavy guns 
was visited, posted on the heights back of Marye's Hill, and near the 
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plank road, far the purpose, aha, of sweeping that plateau, if possibly 
gained by the enemy. Thence passing on towards the left, the un- 
dersigned observed the several batteries of Alexander's battalion and 
some of those with Anderson's division, a portion in position behind 
epaulments, others in reserve under cover of the hills. By the time 
^e reached Lane's battery, on the left, distant objects could be dis. 
tinguished. And from the concentration # of fire there, as well as 
from the character of the ground and the apparent dispositions of the 
enemy, it seemed clear to Colonel Alexander, who rode thither with 
the undersigned, and to himself, that those guhs ought not then to bg 
removed from a point of .such importance. Contingent provision 
was, however, made for supplying, by pieces of les3 power, the places 
of the Whitworth and larger rifles, in case greater need for these 
elsewhere should occur. The fog was now disappearing, and the 
firing, becoming severe all along the line, so that shells were passing 
and exploding in considerable numbers about the undersigned and 
certain members of his staff on the route returning to the central 
point of observation. Here he remained until some «time after dark, 
watching the struggle near and remote, occasionally directing the fire 
of the large gun, and from time to time receiving instructions from 
the commanding General concerning movements of batteries and other 
arrangements. This large Parrott having been used some hours with 
terrible effect upon the enemy, especially when, driven back by an 
intolerable fire from Marye's Hill, they crowded into the deep railroad 
cut, which it enfiladed, burst about the thirty-ninth discharge. 
Although many persons were standing near, among them the com- 
manding General and Lieutenant General Longstreet, and, perhaps 
-within ten feet, the undersigned, by a remarkable providence, the ex- 
plosion was entirely harmless. Not a single individual received from 
it so much as a scratch. A small Parrott was immediately substi- 
tuted, antl orders were sent by an aid for Lane's Whitworth to be 
removed to this point as speedily as possible. But before it arrived 
darkness had closed upon the scene ; the enemy's last feeble attempt, 
made after dark, had failed, and the tumult of battle settled into, the 
stillness of death. 

Although the enem^ 7 had been thus far successfully repelled, alike 
on the right and left, it was confidently expected that a more serious 
attack would be made next morning ; accordingly, measures were 
taken to meet it effectually. On request from General Jackson for 
additional guns to strengthen his extreme right, Milledge's battery 
of light rifles, which had that evening arrived from below, was or- 
dered to report at dawn next morning to Major Pelham, who had 
charge of one or two batteries on the right. And at the request of 
General McLaws, who wished to detect and frustrate any elfort of 
working parties of the enemy near our lines next the town, the un- 
dersigned caused to be prepared at the ordnance workshop, and con- 
ducted to the batteries on Marye's Hill, some incendiary shells, to be 
need, if found necessary, in firing vertain buildings suitably situated 
so as to illuminate the scene and reveal any works in course of con- 
struction. This proved superfluous. Nothing being attempted by 
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the enemy, the shell. 5 ? were not used. These duties necessarily occu- 
pied the undersigned till late, and required the active services of 
members of his staff during most of the night. 

Sunday morning, the 1 1th, the decisive battle was expected, 
Accordingly, at an early hour ths front was sought by the under- 
signed, as by others. The same dense fog prevailed as on previous 
mornings. The enemy having been so destructively repelled from 
Marye's Hill on the day before, would not again essay that point, it 
v*as supposed, but concentrate upon the centre and right. And more 
effectually to frustrate anything like an attempt by surprise, under 
Vver of the fog, to carry the heights occupied by the Whitworth and 
the remaining large Parrott, the short-range guns of Major Nelson's 
battalion were adjusted to sweep the approaches to those heights, and 
officers and men were kept on the alert at all the batteries. Nothing, 
however, occurred; except desultory firing. As the fog cleared up, 
the enemy appeared in full array along and near the river road, but 
comparatively inactive, as if, in gome sort, respecting the Christian 
Sabbath, To watch their mrovetnents and counteract them by occa- 
sional shots, &c, was the course adopted on our part As the day 
progressed circumstances seemed to indicate a purpose by the enemy 
to throw a heavy force against and beyond our right flank, and the 
more adequately to meet the request of General Jackson the day 
before for stronger artillery there, the undersigned obtained the com- 
manding General's sanction to the transfer of Lane's battery, save 
the Whitworth, from the extreme left to the extreme right. It was 
accordingly sent for, and marched several miles ot the distance that 
night. On Monday, the. 1 5th, the undersigned, supposing the still ex- 
pected attack would be mainly directed against our right, prg eeded 
thither for the purpose t)f posting Lane's battery and rendering other 
service. Having traversed the entire front between the left and right 
of General Jackson's corps, without meeting that commander, who 
had ridden, he was told, with the commanding General, the under- 
signed consulted other Generals there in command respecting posi- 
tions to be occupied — especially General Stuart, whom he met at the 
defences on the hill near where the railroad emerges from the wood 
about Hamilton's Crossing- Having thus learned the localities" in 
that quarter, he rode with Major Pel ham and Captain Lane to select 
the best positions for Lane's guns. 

Thus the morning passed, and the expected advance of the enemy 
remained unattempted. There was no serious movement, nor any- 
thing except distant and desultory firing. * Nothing being likely to 
transpire, and all arrangements being made, the undersigned returned 
to the centre and learned that the other large Parrott had burst* 
at about the fifty-fourth discharge, providentially, again, doing no 
damage. 

On Tuesday, the ICth, calling early at general headquarters, the 
undersigned learned that information had been brought of some mys- 
terious movement of the enemy, and, hastening to the front, he saw, 
with astonishment, their immense trains and vast masses collected on 
the opposite side of the river. Under cover of night, the monstrous 
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assailing host had stolen away to escape destruction. Nothing re* 
mainedbutto watch the* discomfited multitude, and disturb their 
movements by an occasional shot from a long-range gun. A few of 
their most powerful pieces responded from time* to time with shells 
well directed towards our post of observation, but doing no harm 
whatever. 

The contest was over, and the campaign tirtually closed. In the 
eventful conflict thus terminated all the batteries of the general re- 
serve, as well as those of the two army corps, were posted on the 
lines, and though not called, by the enemy's mode of attack, to bear the^ 
brunt of close and concentrated action, they were all more or less, 
and some quite severely, under fire. Lane's and Ross', as of the best; 
guns, were most in requisition and rendered most service. Milledge's 
were useful on the river, and with Major Pelham in his successful 
dash upon the enemy when menacing our right flank. Patterson's, 
with a section of Ross', under Major T. Jefferson Page, shared the 
defence of General Hood's front. And Kirkpatrick's and Massie's, 
under Major Nelson, rendered more secure the defences of Marye's 
Hill and the heights occupied by the large guns, and received a full 
share of the missiles hurled at the latter. No serious casualty was 
experienced among them. 

Officers and men all behaved well, and were ready, promptly and 
patiently, to discharge whatever duty might be presented. Captains 
Nelson and Barnwell, and, under them, the two lieutenants and the 
men of Ell's battery, at the large Parrotts, well performed their pari. 
And the several members of my staff are entitled to honorable men- 
tion for the zeal, energy and fortitude with which they passed through 
much danger, and performed, by night and by day, much labor. 

' In conclusion, the undersigned would record, as right and proper, 
an expression of gratitude for the divine guidance and guardianship 
under which these duties were discharged, and especially that so 
inuch* was achieved by the army audits leaders, with so little to 
regret, and a loss so much less than usual to lament. He has the 
honor to be, with great respect, 

t Your obedient servant, 

W. N. PENDLETON, 
Brigadier General and Chief of Artillery. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL WILCOX. 



Headquarters Wilcox's Brigade, ) 
' December 24, ) 

Major Thomas S. Mills, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir : I beg to submit herewith a brief report of the part borne by 
my brigade in the battle at Fredericksburg, on the 13th instant : 

Since the arrival of the division in the vicinity of Fredericksburg, 
on the 23d ultimo, the brigade has been on the left of the division, 
and the extreme left of the army. And from that time till within 
a few days of the battle nothing of interest occurred, my command 
being occupied only in constructing, in part, one or two batteries on 
our front and picketing on the canal in front of the house of Dr. 
¥ Taylor, and thence on the Rappahannock above, some three-fourths of 
a mile. The enemy's camps were visible on the far side of the Rappa- 
hannock upon our arrival, and increased perceptibly for several days 
afterwards. 

It was not long before the enemy were seen to be engaged in con- 
structing batteries at various points on the heights beyond the river, 
and immediately on its banks; new batteries daily appeared, till &t 
length extending from a point a mile above Falmouth, at convenient 
intervals, they reached Fredericksburg, and thence even down the 
river some three or four miles. On a great part of this line there 
were two tiers of batteries, one on the first bank of the river, and the 
other on heights commanding a level plateau in rear of this bank. 
Most of the guns of these various batteries could be made to bear 
both upon the city of Fredericksburg and on our batteries that crowned 
the heights on this side -of the Rappahannock. The lines of the 
enemy's batteries, following the inflections of the river, enabled them 
to dispose of their pieces so as to enfilade most of the streets of the 
town; even those at right angles were alike exposed. 

The two armies continued thus confronting each other on the oppo- 
site banks of the river, each constructing batteries, and the hostile 
pickets in fall view and in close proximity ; the batteries scarcely 
fired a gun, and the pickets, by mutual and tacit understanding, re- 
frained entirely from the use of their rifles. This condition of affairs 
continued from day to day, till at length each party, perhaps, became 
impatient from delay and eager for the fray. 

On the morning of the 1Uth, nothing unusual appeared upon my 
part of the line ; the enemy's batteries and our own were as inactive 
as before ; the pickets were neither stronger nor weaker ; the day 
passed off quietly, and at dark there wa3 nothing to indicate, to the 
closest observer on my front, that the enemy was preparing for or 
meditating an attack. Nothing occurred in the early part of the 
night to give warning of the intended attack; but, about#half past 
four, A. M., our signal guns were fired, upon hearing which, all 
31 
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were aroused and the command placed under arms. Little before the 
dawn of day musketry was heard in the direction of and in Freder- 
icksburg, and, after that, the fire of the enemy's batteries began. 
Repairing to the front of my line of pickets before it was clear day, 
I learned that there was none of the enemy's infantry any where 
visible. 

■the enemy's batteries continued to fire •with much spirit, and, as 
far as I could see, entirely concentrated upon the town of Fredericks- 
tutg. Many women and children, in great fright, with husbands and 

• servants, were fleeing from their homes at this early hour to escape 
the enemy's terrible shells and cannon balls. Soon after it was clear 
daylight, I moved my brigade up to the front and formed it in line of 
tattle, under cover of the forest, and near the edge of an open field, 
fronting the liver and the town, my left resting upon the river, one 
hundied and fifty yards to the left of Dr. Tavlor's house, and then 
extending to the right across the road, on the right of Dr. Taylor's, 
leading into town, and thence along the base of the hill upon which 
Lane's battery, to the rear, was placed, crossed a deep ravine, and 4 
then beaiing elightly to the rear of the Whitworth gun of Lane's bat- 
tery, and then ciossing another ravine, reached to Huger's battery, the 
right of my line. Four regiments occupied this line, and the fifth 
ires held in rear of the centre of this line. 

General Wright's brigade was on my right flank, the battery of 
Captain Lewis, attached to th,e brigade, was in position on a hill oppo- 
site to the ford between Falmouth and Fredericksburg. 

The brigade remained all day quiet spectators of the enemy's 
fiendish arid furious bombardment of Fredericksburg ; many shots 
arid shells were thrown ii>to the woods occupied by my men, inflicting 
i>ut a trifling loss, killing one and wounding two men of the eleventh 
Alabama regiment. 

In the afternoon it was known that the enemy had succeeded in his 
efforts to throw pontoon bridges over the river, and that, both in the 
town and below, several bridges were being used by them for crossing 

• over the trocps. Late in the evening, Captain Lewis, seeing a column 
of the enemy's infantry advancing to cross the upper pontoon bridge, 
gave the order to his battery to fire upon them, this was instantly 

• done, and with such effect as to drive over half of it back undercover 
of some houses. Later in the evening, the battery again fired upon 
artillery and cavalry that were in sight, and soon drove them off and 
out of view. This battery had orders to waste no ammunition, and 
to fire only when damage could be inflicted upon the enemy. The 
brigade slept under arms in line of battle, strong pickets being thrown 
to the front. The artillerymen remained with their guns. 

lJuring Friday, the 12th, the brigade remained under arms and in 
position; shot and shell from the enemy's batteries fell at times near 
them, but without inflicting any loss. Lewis' battery, at various 
times during the day, fired at the enemy's batteries while crossing the 
river. About three, P. M., a column of infantry (one brigade) came 
- in sight $ shot and shell were thrown upon the head of this column, 
causing much confusion in their ranks, and forcing them to change 
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their course, and take shelter behind house3. Later in the day, the 
battery fired upon cavalry crossing the ford; in each case damage wa3 
done the enemy, as his ambulances were seen to leave the field with 
wounded. • 

Again all slept under arms, (the night of the 12th,) with strong 
pickets in our front. * 
The early morn of the 13th was dark, and much obscured by a 
dense fog; at length, the rising sun dissipating the mist, about eight, 
A. ML, musketry was heard on our right; this firs quickened, and 
artillery was also heard in the same direction. The rapidity and quan- 
tity of the musketry fire indicated that a general action had begun. 
The firing, at length, began to approach nearer us, the right of our 
left wing had become engaged, and the firing still continued, extend- 
ing towards our left, reaching as far as its centre, and here it remained 
for a long time, approaching no nearer our position. The firing had 
now become general ; musketry, artillery, and the bursting of s]iell3 
are heard, varying at times in quantity and rapidity, but without any 
entire cessation till dark ; at times it would appear to be more intense- 
far to our right, and, then again, the centre and the left ceti-tre-- 
would seem to be the point where the enemy were concentrating their 
heaviest forces and making the most vigorous efforts to force our- 
line. More artillery appeared to be used on this day than I had ever- 
known before ; frequently, during the continuance of this battle, I 
counted as manv as fifty shots per minute. 

During this long and intensely exciting day my brigade remained 
in line of battle, ready to meet any advance of the enemy or to hasten 
to any point of the line that might need support. 

The battery of Captain Lewis lost no opportunity of firing upon 
the enemy's infantry and cavalry when in easy range ; in all, it fired 
four hundred rounds. 

The brigade lost, to-day, one killed and eight wounded. Lewis' 
battery, one killed and two wounded. 

Although the brigade lost but few men by the enemy's artillery and 
none by tae musket, it would seem to be almost incredible that the 
loss should have been so inconsiderable, for, from a point near a mile 
above Falmouth on a commanding height, there was a six gun battery 
of rifie pieces that enfiladed my line lower; down and nearer, on the- 
elope of this hill, was a second battery that had the same fire upon 
them; and yet nearer and immediately on the banks of the river, a^d 
to the right ofrthe two batteries above referred to, was'another ; a^id 
then again, on a very commanding hill, in rear of Falmouth, near the 
house of Miss Scott, was a battery of more than twenty pieces that 
bore upon us, and these of the heaviest rifle pieces ; and down thd 
river were one or two other batteries that could throw shot and shell 
far beyond our l'ne ; in these batteries, there could not have been less 
than fifty pieces that bore upon us. 

The night of the 13th we were under arms, like the two previous 
nights, strong pickets being m our front. During the night, oar- 
pickets were heard to fire frequently in the direction of Fredericks- 
burg. 
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The morning of the 14th was foggy, and, when it had been scat- 
tered by the rising sun, nothing was seen of the enemy in our front, 
save his distant line of cavalry videttes, as usual. The 14th passed 
off quietly, some few artillery shots during the day, and at intervals 
a little firing between the pickets. The night of the 14th and the 
day of the 15th passed off with little or nj firing. The night of the 
15th was dark, windy and rainy, and the morning of the 16th foggy ; 
when the fog disappeared it revealed the fact that the enemy had 
recrossed the river, nothing remaining on this side but a few of the 
wounded, the unburied dead, and a few of the infantry pickets, whom 
they had failed to relieve ; these delivered themselves up to my com- 
mand as prisoners. • 

My command now returned to their C3mp, having been under arms 
since the morning of the 11th. The lists of casualties having been 
previously forwarded, it will suffice in this report to state that the loss 
in my command was fifteen killed and wounded ; of this number three 
were killed. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. M. WILCOX, 
Brigadier General commanding, fyc. 
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Headqarters Featherston's Brigade, Dec. 22, 1862. 

Thomas S. Mills, 

Major and A. A. General : 

Major : In obedience to orders, I submit the following report of 
the part taken by my brigade in the battle before Fredericksburg : 

About five o'clock, A. M., on Thursday the 1 1th instant, at the firing 
of the signal guns, my brigade was formed and marched rapidly from 
its encampment to th'e line of battle previously designated for Major 
General Anderson's division, in front and to the left of Fredericks- 
burg. My brigade formed the right of Anderson's division, and was 
posted on Thursday morning between the plank road and Hazel Run, 
in front of the town and some distance in rear of the Washington 
artillery. Here we remained during that day and night, protected 
from the artillery fire of the enemy by a continuous range of hills in 
cur front. 

On Friday morning, my brigade was moved to the left of the plank 
road, and our first position, between the plank road and Hazel Run, 
occupied by General Ransom's division. 

During Friday and Friday night, we remained in position on the 
left of the plank road, about the same distance in rear of our batte- 
ries, where we were protected by the same continuous range of hills, 
from the enemy's artillery fire. About ten o'clock, A. M., on Satur- 
day, we were ordered to advance in line of battle farther to the front, 
&nd halted about one hundred yards in rear of our batteries, on the left 
cf the plank road, extending our line of battle up the river, in the di- 
rection of the Taylor house. Here we remained during the day, sub- 
jected to a very heavy converging fire from the enemy's artillery 
immediately in our front, and extending up the river to our left. My 
men were kept lying down during the day in an old road, protecting 
them as much as possible. The enemy's batteries immediately in front 
were numerous and skillfully served. Their batteries on our left com- 
pletely enfiladed our position, which they did not fail to see, and of 
which they took every advantage to avail themselves. The fire of the 
snemy's artillery could not have been more rapid or galling on any 
part of the line than that which was brought to bear on our position 
on Saturday. The right of my brigade was also within range of the 
fire of the enemy's small arms. My orders were to hold this position in 
support of the batteries immediately in my front, and to advance to 
the batteries when the enemy advanced with small arms immediately 
in my front. There was no considerable advance of the enemy's small 
arms in our immediate front during the entire engagement. We re- 
mained in this position Saturday night, Sunday, and Sunday night, 
Monday, and Monday night. At a late hour on Sunday night, I wa* 
advised by General'Ransom that one of his brigade, would be with- 
drawn and sent across Hazel Run, down the river, by order of Lieu- 
tenant General Longstreet. I then threw forward to the rock fence 
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on the right of the plank road, the sixteenth Mississippi regiment, 
and five companies of the forty-sixth Mississippi regiment, (formerly 
the second battalion,) to fill the place vacated by some of the troops 
withdrawn, and to form a continuous line of battle. These troops, to 
wit : the sixteenth Mississippi and five companies of the forty-sixth 
Mississippi, Sunday night. Monday, and Monday night, remained in 
that position, declining on Monday night to be relieved by other regi- 
ments of my brigade. 

On Tuesday morning, after the fact was ascertained that the enemy 
had recrossed the river, the troops were withdrawn, except the twelfth 
Mississippi regiment, which was left on picket in front. During the 
engagement of Saturday, the casualties in my brigade were forty-two 
killed and wounded, and one oh Monday. Among the number, I re- 
gret to enumerate the loss of two valuable officers, Major Lee, of the 
forty-sixth, and Captain Fulkinson, of the sixteenth regiment, both 
Beriously, but, it is believed, not dangerously wounded. The small 
list if casualties, under so heavy a converging fire from the enemy's 
numerous batteries, can only be accounted for, under Providence, by 
the fact that the men were kept lying down closely on the ground, 
taking advantage of every hill and crest as a protection. AJfull return 
of the killed and wounded has already been transmitted to your head- 
quarters. During the entire engagement of five days and nights, 
both officers and men manifested great patience and endurance, under 
the hardships and privations, and were eager to the last for a contin- 
uance of the fight. 

The officers of the medical, commissary and quartermaster's de- 
partments were prompt and efficient in discharging the duties of their 
several departments. In the absence of my regular staff officers, Cap- 
tain W. R. Barksdale, assistant adjutant general, and Lieutenant A. 
N. Parker, aid-de-camp, (both absent on sick leave,) I feel greatly 
indebted to my volunteer aids, Captain C. H. Featherston and Mr. C. 
W. Graves, who attended me during the entire engagement, and who> 
were ever ready, prompt and efficient in the execution of all orders, 
upon every part of the field. 

I have the honor to be, Major, 

Your obedient servant, 
W. J. FEATHERSTON, 

Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL KERSHAW. 

Headquarters Kershaw's Brigade, ) 
Camp near Fredericksburg, December 26, 1862. J 

To Major J. M. Goggin, 

Assistant Adjutant -General : 

Major : I have the honor to submit a report of the operations of 
my command during the recent engagement: 

On the morning of the 11th instant, by daylight, the brigade was 
formed in line of battle in the position assigned me, the right resting 
at the left of Howison's Hill, and the left near Howison's^Hill, on 
Hazel Run. Ordered, during the day, to reinforce the picket of Gen- 
eral Barksdale at Deep Run, the fifteenth regiment South Carolina 
volunteers (Colonel DeSaussure) was sent, but found the bridge at that 
point already completed and perfectly commanded by all the batteries 
on the other side. This regiment remained on picket until withdrawn 
to its former position, by order of the Major General commanding, on 
Friday morning, after a night of auch intense cold as to cause the death of 
one man and disable, temporarily, others. With this exception, the 
troops were kept in position, strengthening our defences nightly, 
without any incident requiring notice, until Saturday, the 13th. 
About one o'clock of that day, I was directed to send two regiments 
into the city to the support of General Cobb, then engaged with part 
of his brigade at the foot of Marye's Hill, and, having called for re- 
inforcements, I sent •fonvaid, at once, Col. John D. Kennedy, with 
his own (second regiment) and the eighth regiment South Carolina 
volunteers, Colonel E. T. Stackhouse commanding. Within a few 
minutes after, I was directed to take ray entire command to the same 
point and assume command there. I had just moved when I was in- 
formed that General Cobb was wounded, and was directed by Major 
General McLaws to hasten forward in person immediately and take com- 
mand. Leaving my staff to conduct the troops, I proceeded, as rapidly 
as possible, to the scene of action, reaching the position at Stevens* 
house at the moment that Colonel Kennedy arrived with the second 
and eighth regiments, just in time to meet a fresh assault of the 
enemy. The position was excellent. Marye's Hill, covered with our 
batteries, then occupied by the Washington artillery, Colonel Walton* 
commanding, falls off abruptly towards Fredericksburg to a ston8 
wall, which forms jn terrace on the side of the hill, and the outer mar- 
gin of the telegraph road, which winds along the foot of the hill. 
The road is about some twenty-five feet wide and is faced by a stone 
Wall, about four feet high, on the city side. The road having been cut 
out of the side of the hill, (in many places,) this last wall is not visi- 
ble above the surface of the ground. The ground falls oft rapidly to 
almost a level surface, which extends about a hundred and fifty yards; 
then, with another abrupt fall of a few feet, to another plain, which 
extends some two hundred yards, and then falls off abruptly into a 
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wide ravine, which extends along the whole front of the city and 
discharges into Hazel Run. I found, on my arrival, that Cobb's 
brigade, Colonel McMillan commanding, occupied our entire front, 
and my troops could only get into position by doubling on them. 
This was accordingly done, and the formation along most of the line, 
during the engagement, w as consequently /our deep. As an evidence 
of the coolness of the command, I may mention here, that, notwith- 
standing that their fire was the most rapid and and continuous I have 
ever witnessed, not a man was injured by the fire of his comrades. 
The first attack being repelled at a quarter to three o'clock, P. M., 
the third regiment, Colonel J. D. Nance, and seventh, Lieutenant 
Colonel Bland, came into position on the hill at Marye's house, 
with Colonel DeSaussure's fifteenth regiment South Carolina volun- 
teers in reserve and under cover of the cemetery. James' third 
South Caisplina battalion, (Lieutenant Colonel Eice commanding,) I 
left in position at Howison's Mill* to protect our right from any ad- 
vance of the enemy up Hazel Run. While the third and seventh re- 
giments were getting into position another fierce attack was sustained, 
and those regiments, especially the former, suffered severely. Colonel 
J. D. Nance, that gallant and efficient officer, fell at the head of his 
regiment, severely wounded in three places. Lieutenant Colonel 
Rutherford, upon whom the command devolved, was almost imme- 
diately shot down, dangerously wounded, as also was Major Moffat, 
the next in command. Captain Todd, the senior captain, upon as- 
suming command, was dangerously, if not mortally, wounded, and hi3 
successor, Captain Summer, killed. Notwithstanding these unprece- 
dented casualties, the regiment, without hesitation or confusion, gal- 
lantly held their position, under command of Capt. John H. G. Nance, 
assisted by my aid-de-camp, Lieutenant A. E. Doby, and in every at- 
tack repulsed the enemy on that flank, assisted as gallantly by the 
seventh regiment, immediately on their right. In the meantime, line 
after line of the enemy deployed in the ravine and advanced to the 
attack, at intervals of not more than fifteen minutes, until half past 
four o'clock, when there was a lull of about a half hour, during 
which a mass of artillery was placed in po?ition in front of the town 
and opened upon our position. At this time I brought up Colonel De- 
Saussure's regiment. Our batteries on the hill were silent, having 
exhausted their ammunition, and the Washington artillery were re- 
lieved by a part of Colonel Alexander's battalion. Under cover of 
4his artillery fire, the most formidable column of attack was formed, 
which, about five o'clock, emerged from the ravine, and, no longer 
impeded by our artillery, impetuously assailed our whole front. From 
this time, until after six o'clock, the attack was continuous, and the 
fire on both sides terrific. Some few, chiefly officers, got within 
eighty yards of our lines, but, in every instance, their lines were 
shattered by the time they got within one hundred paces. The firing 
gradually ceased, and, by seven o'clock, our pickets were established 
within eighty yards of those of the enemy. Our chief loss, after 
getting into position in the"rDad, was from the fire of sharpshooters, 
who occupied some buildings^on my left flank in the early, part of the 



439 

engagement, and wa3 only silenced by Captain Wallace, of the second 
regiment, directing a continuous fire of one company upon the build- 
ings. General Cobb, I learn,' was killed by a shot from that quarter. 
The regiments on the hill suffered most, as they were less perfectly 
covered. During the engagement, Colonel McMillan was reinforced 
by the arrival of the sixteenth Georgia regiment, and a brigade of 
General Ransom's command was also engaged ; but as they did not 
report to mo; I am unable to give any particulars in regard to them. 
That night we materially strengthened our position, and I more per- 
fectly organized and arranged my command, fully expecting the at- 
tack to be renewed the next day. I sent the third regiment in reserve, 
in consideration of their heavy los3. At daylight in the morning, the 
enemy was in position, lying behind the first declivity in front, i)ut 
the operations on both side were confined to skirmishing of sharp- 
shooters. We lost but one man during that day, but it is reported 
that we inflicted a loss upon the enemy (Syke's division) of one hun- 
dred and fifty. Monday morning discovered the pickets of the enemy 
behind rifle-pits, constructed during the night, along the edge of the 
ravine. From this position they were nearly all driven by our bat- 
teries, and nothing of interest occurred during the day. , General 
Semmes relieved General Cobb's brigade Monday night. Tuesday 
morning, as soon as the*Tiaze lifted, the enemy's pickets being no 
longer visible, I sent out scouts from my own brigade to the left, and 
from General Semmes' to the right. The former soon* returned, re- 
porting the evacuation of the town, which the latter soon confirmed, 
with the additional information that the bridge had been removed. I 
sent forward two companies, one from each brigade, and afterwards 
two regiments, in obedience to the order of the Major General com- 
manding, to occupy the town. A number -of prisoners and a quantity 
of arms, ammunition, etc., were taken, the particulars of which have 
already been imparted. During these operations I was ably and gal- 
lantly assisted by Captain Holmes, A. A. G., and Lieutenant Doby, 
A. D. C, who were present on the field, in the active discharge of their 
duties. -Lieut. J. A. Myers, ordnance officer, was at his post promptly 
replenishing our exhausted ammunition. Lieutenant W. M. Dwight, 
A. I. G., was disabled, from the injuries received at Maryland 
heights, but was on the field and received a contusion on the head 
from a shell. Colonel McMillan, commanding Cobb's brigade, ren- 
dered valuable assistance, and when offered the alternative of being 
relieved Saturday night, gallantly claimed the honor of remaining. 
All the regimental field officers and company commanders are entitled 
to commendation for coolness and courage, and their successful efforts 
to produce a deliberate and effective fire, under the most trying cir- 
cumstances. Beside the field officers already mentioned as wounded, 
Major F. Gaillard, second regiment South Carolina volunteers, was 
struck in the face before he got into position, and was subsequently 
severely wounded while conveying directions, at my request, to the 
regiments in the rear. For particular mention of others who distin- 
guished themselves in the engagement, I beg leave respectfully to 
refer to the reports of the commanders themselves, herewith submit- 
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ted. Captain G. B. Cuthbert's company, second regiment South 
Carolina volunteers, was thrown out by mo on the edge of Hazel 
Bun, on the 13th, in an exposed position, but one from which they 
coulcl harass the enemy on their left flank. They held the position 
the whole day, exhausting their ammunition and effectively annoying 
the enemy. His loss was considerable, including two officers severely 
wounded. Captain Read's battery was posted on the hill, on the 
right of my first position, and did great damage to the advancing 
column of the enemy. They fired thirteen rounds of ammunition, 
affording excellent practice in the field. I will here remark thxit, 
during the engagement on Saturday, my command fired about fifty- 
five rounds per man. A large red and white battle flag, with the 
figure " 1 " in the centre, and an embroidered guide flag of the sixty- 
ninth New York regiment are the trophies taken in battle by my 
command, and have already been forwarded to division headquarters. 
I append herewith a recapitulation of the losses sustained by my 
brigade. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. KERSHAW, 

Brigadier General commanding. 

ft * 
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REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL WRIGHT. 

Headquarters Wrights Brigade, Anderson's Division, ) 
Camp near Fredericksburg, December 24, 1862. J 

Major Thomas S. Mills, A. A. G. Division : 

Major: Ih compliance with circular issued from division head- 
quarters on December 20th, I herewith transmit a report of the par: 
taken by my brigade in the action at Fredericksburg. At early dawn 
on the morning of the 1 1th. instant, my brigade was put under arms 
and marched to a position in the rear of our redoubts on the left of 
the plank road, and there formed in line of battle, my right resting 
on General Mahone's left, and my left upon General Wilcox's right. 
In this position we remained until the morning of the lGth, when, 
the enemy having retired across the river, I fell back to my former 
and present camp. 

On the morning of the llthr, when the enemy opened his batteries 
upon the town, preparatory to crossing the river, the third Georgia 
regiment was on picket duty on the river, at the upper edge of the 
town. This regiment retained its position during the whole day, 
subjected to a most galling fire from the enemy's batteries. At five 
o'clock, in the evening of that day, I received a communication from 
Cclonel E. J. Walker, commanding the regiment, informing me that 
the enemy had effected the building of one or more bridges and had 
crossed a considerable force into the town on his right, compelling 
the eighth Florida regiment, which was on picket duty immediately 
on his right, to fall back, and that, from the sound of musketry, he 
was led to believe that General Barksdale's brigade, also on picket 
duty in the town, had retired to our line of battle, and enquiring 
what he (Colonel Walker) should do. I immediately sent him orders 
to hold his position at all hazards until morning, and if then he should 
become satisfied that General Barksdale's brigade had retired, and the 
enemy should show an imposing force on this side of the river, to 
fall back in order to my line, destroying the bridges over the canal. 
At eight o'clock next morning Colonel Walker fell back to my line, 
having accomplished the complete destruction of the canal bridges — 
General Barksdale having, as he supposed the night before, previ- 
ously fallen back to our line of batteries. Colonel Walker's loss, 
during the day's bombardment, was one man killed and one slightly 
wounded. On "Friday evening, the 12th instant, the second Georgia 
battalion, of my brigade, under the command of Captain C. J. Moffat, 
was ordered on picket duty in front of the Stansbury house, where it 
remained until Saturday evening, when it was relieved by the forty- 
eighth Georgia regiment, Captain Hall commanding. During the 
fight of Saturday, Captain Moffat lost one man killed and one wounded. 
No other casualties occurred in my command during the action. 

While the officers and men of my brigade had no opportunity to 
display the courage and gallantry which has heretofore marked their 
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conduct in all the battles in which they have ^een engaged, their 
patient and protracted "lying in wait" during the six days they 
were under arms, exposed to the rigors of the severe cold weather 
and the fire of the enemy's batteries, has given me increased confi- 
dence in their character as veteran soldiers, who are alike equal to 
the trials of actual battle and of waiting under the enemy's guns for 
any emergency which might require their services. 
I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. R. WRIGHT, 
Brigadier General commanding Brigade. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL MAHONE. 

Headquarters Mahone's Brigade, Anderson's Division, ) 

December 21, 1862. J 

To Major T. S. Mills, 

Assistant Adjutant General, Anderson's, Division : 

Major : In response to the call from division headquarters, I beg 
to present the following statement of the operations of this brigade 
in the late bombardment and battle of Fredericksburg : 

Promptly after the signal of alarm, Thursday, the 11th instant, 
the brigade was placed in the position assigned it by the division com- 
mander, immediately in rear of the line of battle selected in the 
event of any attack upon our own front. , 

For the most part, the brigade, continued under arms in this posi- 
tion during the period of the fight, and, in fact,, until Tuesday, the 
16th instant, when the enemy evacuated Fredericksburg and re- 
crossed the Rappahannock. In the meantime, however, it always had 
a regiment, and sometimes two, in advance of the batteries on 
the front, which were exposed to the enemy's artillery fire, and which, 
though active, and especially on Saturday and Sunday, occasioned but 
eight casualties in the brigade. It may not be amiss to add, that 
much work, in the erection of batteries and rifle-pits, was performed 
by the troops of the brigade, during the four days of the battle ; 
among these works may be mentioned the one, as of special advantage, 
in dislodging the enemy from behind the hills oh the right of the 
plank road. 

I am, Major, very respectfully your obedent servant, 

WILLIAM MAHONE, 

Brigadier General. 
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REPORT OF COLONEL MILLER OF COBB'S BRIGADE. 

Brigade Headquarters, Fredericksburg, Va., ) 
December .20, 1862. S 

Major James M. Gogcint, 

Assistant Adjutant General : * 

I have the honor to report to you the part taken by this brigade 
in the battle of Fredericksburg : 

On the morning of the ilth instant, at five o'clock, the brigade 
vras put under arms and in position, and bo remained until seven 
o'clock, P. M , when the eighteenth and twenty-fourth Georgia regi- 
ments and Phillips' legion were marched into Fredericksbu»g by Gen- 
eral Cobb, to relieve General Barksdale, and took position in our line 
of battle in the road'along the foot of Marye's Hill, crossing the tel- 
egraph road, by wkich the enemy advanced ; the legion on the left, 
twenty-fourth Georgia in the centre, and eighteenth on the right. 
The men lay on their arms during the night. Our pickets and scouts 
took fifteen prisoners. Close and heavy skirmishing was kept up du- 
ring Friday, the 1 2th, and on that night we again rested on our arms. 

At daybreak on the 13th, skirmishing again commenced, accompa- 
nied by the enemy's shells Thi3 was kept up continually until about 
eleven o'clock, A. M., when the advance of the enemy drove 
in our pickets, and his column approached the left of our line by the 
telegraph road and deployed towards our right. He had succeeded 
in planting three^stands of colors along our front, and when his col- 
umn had been deployed about two-thirds of the distance on his line, 
our well-directed fire had so thinned his ranks that the survivors re- 
treated. General Cobb, whose fall we so much deplore, lived to see 
this first signal repulse and the bravery of the troops he ro well com- 
manded About twelve or fifteen minutes thereafter General Cobb 
fell, mortally wounded, and I took command of the brigade. Soon 
another column, heavier than the first, advanced in our front, and 
moved steadily forward to their colors, near our centre. As the col- 
umn approached, I directed the small arms to cease until the enemy 
should get nearer. So soon as he got within certain range, our firo 
mowed down his ranks, until they faltered and the survivors retreated. 
They were met by a strong reinforcement and again advanced upon 
us in heavier force, and this time the slaughter in their ranks was 
terrific, and we again drove them back. Column after column wa3 
brought up during the afternoon, and the battle continued until after 
dark. In every attack the enemy was repulsed with immense slaughter. 
During the afternoon a courier informed me that you had sent the six- 
teenth Georgia regiment to the mill, to await orders. I sent for that 
regiment and placed it on our right, to strengthen and protect that 
point, which it held during the remainder of the engagement. We rested 
cn our arms tLat night and throughout the next day. Sunday, the 1 4th, 
» close, heavy and continuous skirmish fire was kept up. On Sunday 
uight we were relieved by General Seinmee. 
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I cannot speak in too high terms of the cool bravery of both officer 
and men, and the promptness and cheerfulness with which they 
obeyed and executed all orders. The heap3 of slain in our frbnt tell 
best how well they acted their part. 

Annexed is a list of killed and wounded. 

Very respectfully, &c, &c. # 

ROBERT M. MILLER, 

Cohytul commanding brigade. 



^REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL PERRY. 



Headquarters Perry's Brigade, December 18, 1862, 

Major Thomas S. Mills, 

Assistant Adjutant General: * 

Major: I have the honor to enclose to you the reports of com- 
manders of the Donaldsonville artillery battery and the eighth Florida 
regiment, the only portions of my brigade engaged in the recent bat- 
tle on the Rappahannock river : 

The eighth Florida regiment having been detailed for picket duty 
and placed temporarily under command of Brigadier General Barks- 
dale, commanding the picket forces at Fredericksburg, I am unable 
to give additional information to that contained in Captain Lang's 
report, to which I call your attention. I addressed a note to Briga- 
dier General Barksdale, relative to three companies of this regiment, 
which were detailed from the regiment by General Barksdale and 
assigned to a position apart from the regiment. General Barksdale 
replied that they w T ere probably taken prisoners by the enemy. I 
have been able to obtain no further information upon the subject. I 
respectfully call to the attention of the General the gallant conduct oi 
the Donaldsonville battery throughout the entire engagement. Bath 
officers and men stood bravely and faithfully at their posts, and, 
while exposed to an unusually heavy fire, the guns were handled with 
masterly skill and with great effect. 

The loss in the brigade is ninety-four killed, wounded and missing. 
Of this number, eight were killed, forty-three w r ounded and forty-three 
missing. Of these, the eighth Florida regiment lost seven killed, 
thirty-seven wounded and forty-three missing. The fifth Florida regi- 
ment had one wounded. The battery had one killed and five wounded. 
I have the honor, Major, to be very respectfully, &c , 

E. A. PERRY, 
Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT OF COLONEL HALL, COMMANDING COOK'S 

BRIGADE. 



Headquarters Cooke's Brigade, Pecember 17, 1862. 

Captain: Early on the morning of the llth instant, the brigade, 
under the command of General Cooke, was ordered to the front, oppo- 
site Fredericksburg, where we remained in position untH about twelve 
o'clock, Saturday the 13th, at which time the engagement was going 
on in our front. 

The brigade was formed in line of battle as follows: The twenty- 
seventh on the right, forty-eighth next, fifteenth on the left. We 
moved into action by regiments. After advancing about two hundred 
yards, under a heavy fire of shell and musketry, we arrived at the 
crest of Willis' Hill, Which overlooks the battle-field, on which hill 
several batteries were placed. 

With the exception of the twenty-seventh, the brigade was halted 
on the crest of the hill, and delivered its fire on the advancing column 
of the enemy, who was then engaged in making a furious assault on 
our front line, which was covered by a long stone wall at the foot of 
the hill; which assault, on the arrival of the brigade, was repulsed, 
with great loss to the enemy. The enemy, that time, succeeded in 
getting up to within forty yards of the wall. 

After the repulse of the enemy, the forty-sixth was moved down 
the hill behind the fence, supporting Cobb's brigade. The twenty- 
seventh and forty-sixth remained, behind the fence, and the forty- 
eighth and fifteenth on the top of the hill, all day. • 

Six different times during the day did the enemy advance his 
heavily reinforced columns, and each time was driven back, with im- 
mense loss. The action ceased at night, when the brigade was 
withdrawn and resumed the position they occupied previous to the 
action. 

} regret to have to state that our brave commander was severely 
wounded early in the action. 

It gives me great pleasure to state that, without exception, the 
conduct of the different regiments composing this brigade was de- 
serving of the most unqualified approbation. 

No engagement having taken place the next day, the commanders 
of the different regiments were ordered to entrench themselves that 
night, and before day each had opened ditches sufficient to cover 
their whole commands ; and, the night after, two additional works 
were completed, sufficient for two more regiments. 

On Sunday morning the brigade was relieved by General Jenkins, 
and ordered back to camp. 

I regret to say the loss of the brigade was heavy. A correct list of 
casualties will be handed in. 

I have the honor to be, 

E. D. HALL, 

Colonel commanding Cook's Brigade. 

32 f 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL LAW. 



Brigade Headquarters, December 17, 1862. 
Major W. H. Sully, A. A. G. : 

I have the honor to report the part taken by my command in the 
engagement near Fredericksburg, on Saturday, December 13, 1862: 

On the morning of the 13th, my brigade formed a portion of the 
second or reserve line, extending along the range of hills from the 
vicinity of Hamilton's Crossing to Dr. Reynolds' house. On the 
plateau, directly in front of the position occupied by my brigade, and 
about five hundred yards distant, the skirt of timber bordering on 
Deep Ru^i, from its confluence with the Rappahannock, abruptly ter- 
minates. From this point to the river the channel of the run becomes 
gradually w ider and deeper, its general direction being almost perpen- 
dicular to our own line and that of the enemy, on the Bowling Green 
road. 1 received orders, during the morning, from Major General 
Hood, commanding the division, to render assistance to Major Gen- 
eral A. P. Hill's troops, in the event it should be required ; and was 
ordered by General Hill to support Brigadier General Pender, who 
held the left of the first line, to my front and right. At three o'clock 
in the afternoon a force of the enemy defiled from the wood on Deep 
Run and, forming into line of battle, advanced upon Latimer's bat- 
tery, which was posted on the plateau on General Pender's left and 
supported by one of his regiments. Perceiving this attack, I moved 
my brigade forward to the edge of the timber, in rear of the battery. 
Detaching the fifty-seventh and fifty-fourth North Carolina regiments, 
I advanced with them to attack the enemy, who had now gained tho 
line of the railroad, which crosses the. plateau directly in front of tho 
battery and about two hundred yards from it. The enemy was 
promptly driven from the railroad by the fifty -seventh North Caro- 
lina, which was in advance, and the regiment continued to njove 
steadily forward to within three hundred yards of the Bowling Green 
road, driving his infantry before it. Puring the action £ body of 
tKe enemy opened fire frcm the wood bordering the run, upon the lfeft 
of the advancing line. This was promptly checked by a fire from the 
left of the fifty-seventh and from the fifty-fourth, which changed 
front obliquely to the left in order to face the wood. In the mean- 
time, the fourth Alabama had been brought forward in front of the 
battery as a support. Having accomplished my purpose of driving 
the enemy from the vicinity of the battery, I ordered tne two regi- 
ments in advance to retire and take' position on the railroad, which 
they held until after dark, when they were relieved by the sixth 
North Carolina. The conduct of the fifty-seventh and fifty-fourth 
North Carolina regiments was admirable. I cannot speak too highly 
of their steady courage in advancing, and the coolness with which 
they retired to the line of railroad when ordered. Colonel Godwin, 
commanding the fifty-sevetith, and Colonel McDowell, commanding 
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the fifty-fourth, ably assisted by Lieutenant Colonels Jones and Mur- 
chison, handled their commands with great skill and coolness. The 
officers of my staff, Captain Terrell, assistant adjutant general, and 
Lieutenant Capons, aid-de-camp, were, as usual, conspicuous for gal- 
lantry and usefulness, contributing materially by their exertions to 
the good conduct of the troops. It is with deep sorrow that I report 
the death of private V. S. Smith, of the fourth Alabama regiment, 
an acting officer on my staff. Alabama never bore a braver son ; and 
our country's cause has never received the sacrifice of a manlier 
spirit. He fell, where the hour of danger always found him, at hi3 
post. The following is a recapitulation of the loss of the brigade : 
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* I am, Major, very respectfully, 

E. M. LAW, Brigadier General. 



KEPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL SEMMES. 



Headquarters Semmes' Brigade, ) 
Camp near Fredericksburg, December 22, 1862. J 

Major J. M. Goggin, A. A. (?. : % 

Major : I have the honor to report herewith a list of the casualties 
in my brigade in the battle of Fredericksburg, from the 11th to the 
15th, inclusive. Except when posted in the road, at the foot of 
Marye's Hill, on the 14th and 15th, my brigade was not under fbe 
from small arms. It was only exposed to the fire of the enemy'3 
artillery, from which it suftered but little. 

I am, Major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PAUL J. SEMMES, - 
Brigadier General. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL PAXTON. 



Headquarters Paxton's Brigade, Jackson's Division, > 
Camp near Corbin y s Farm, December 24, 1862. > 

Captain W. T. Taliaferro, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Captain : In pursuance of the order from the division commander 
to report the participation of my brigade in the battle near Freder- 
icksburg, I have the honor to state that my brigade, consisting of ttes 
second, fourth, fifth, twenty-seventh and thirty-third Virginia regi- 
ments and Carpenter's battery, numbering in all about one hundred 
and twenty-three officers and eleven hundred men, marched from its 
encampment near Guineas Depot, on Friday morning, the 12th in- 
stant, at daybreak. After reaching the battle-field, and frequent 
changes of positions, wh^p the engagement commenced, my brigade 
occupied a position near the crest of the hill, s#me four hundred 
yards in the rear of General Gregg's brigade, of A. P. Hill's division, 
my right resting on the left of Ewell's division. My orders were to 
support General Gregg, and be governed in my action by his move- 
ments. Upon a report from my orderly, Mr. F. C. Cox, whom I had 
sent forward to give me information, that Gregg's brigade was mov- 
ing, I ordered my brigade to the front in line of battle. About the 
time of reaching General Gregg's position, the second Virginia regi- 
ment, occupying the right of my line, came in view of the enemy, and, 
under the order of Captain J. Q. A. Nadenbousch, commanding the 
regiment, filed obliquely to the right and rear, but scarcely effected 
its change of position when it was fired upon by the enemy. Expect- 
ing, from the indications, that my troops would be engaged in this 
position, I proceeded to bring forward the fifth and fourth regiments 
at double-quick, and post them upon the right of the second regiment, 
and to put the twenty-seventh and thirty-third regiments in 
position upon its left. These dispositions, however, were not ac- 
complished until the firing ceased, the enemy having been gallantly 
repulsed by the second regiment. Soon after I changed my position, 
and occupied the military road. Whilst there, I found that troops 
were falling back in disorder past the right of my line, when I deemed 
it prudent to move some three hundred yards to the right, upon the 
road, to guard against an advance of the enemy in that direction. 
Again 1 changed position, and occupied the line of the fence in front. 
That night my brigade slept on their arms on the military road, and 
the next morning before daylight, in pursuance of an order from the 
division commander, took a position on the railroad, my right resting 
opposite the position which my left had occupied on the military road. 
Here the day passed off quietly, with the exception of occasional firing 
between the pickets. Carpenter's battery was detached from my 
brigade on the 12th, and was not under my orders during the engage- 
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ment. A report of its participation in the engagement by Lieutenant 
McKendree, commanding, is transmitted herewith. 

I am much indebted to my regimental officers, Captains Naden- 
bousch and Colston, acting field officers of the second Virginia regi- 
ment ; Lieutenant Colonel Gardiner and Major Terry, fourth Virginia 
regiment ; Lieutenant Colonel Williams and Captain Newton, fifth 
Virginia regiment ; Lieutenant Colonel Edmondson and Major Shri- 
ver, forty-seyenth Virginia regiment, and Colonel Lee, thirty-third 
Virginia regiment, for the exhibition of great gallantry, skill and 
coolness in the discharge of their duties. Lieutenant Colonel Gardi- 
ner, after having passed unhurt, and distinguished for his gallantry 
through all the battles of the campaign, (Port Republic, Richmond, 
Cedar Mountain, Manassas and Sharpsburg,) fell, at the head of his 
regiment, severely, if not fatally, wounded. To Adjutant C. S. Ar- 
nall, fifth Virginia regiment, acting as my assistant adjutant general, 
the highest praise is due for his gallant and energetic discharge of the 
duties incident to the position. To the rank and file of my command 
lam especially grateful, for the courage,* fidelity and promptness 
exhibited in obeying my orders. My brigade sustained a los3 of four 
killed, sixty-nine wounded, one missing; total, -seventy- four. The 
reports of regimental and battery commanders, with lists of casualties, 
are transmitted herewith. 

Respectfully, 

E. F. PAXTON, 
Brigadier General. 



REPORT OF COLONEL HOKE, COMMANDING BRIGADE. 



Headquarters Trimble's Brigade, Dec. 19, 18G2. 

Major S. Hale, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant General, EwelVs Division : 

Major: I respectfully report t'hat on Saturday, 13th of this month, 
I received orders from General Early, to form my brigade immedi- 
ately behind General Hays' brigade, with my right resting upon the 
Richmond and Fredericksburg railroad, at Hamilton's Crossing, about 
four miles from Fredericksburg. I remained in this position for about 
two hours, under a very heavy cannonading, and lost a number of 
man in this place. The infantry firing at the front became quite 
heavy, and General Early ordered me to move rny brigade by the left 
flank, and let my right rest upon the left of General Hays. I had 
scarcely gotten in this position before he ordered me to the front to 
the support of General Archer. I moved promptly and steadily to 
the front, and found General Archer had been driven back, and the en- 
emy had occupied the woods up(fn the top of the hill. I soon drove 
them from this position, and found, upon getting to the entrenchments 
at the edge of the. woods, that they had retreated to the railroad, in 
which place they had held reserves. I saw that it would not do to 
allow them to remain in the railroad, as that point commanded a large 
portion of our entrenchments at the edge of the ,w r oods, and that I 
would lose from their sharpshooters, so I immediately ordered a 
charge, and drove them from their place, killing about two hundred, 
and wounding a large number,- one hundred of whom fell into my hands, 
I must have wounded quite a number of the enemy at this point who 
were. able to make their escape, as I was immediately upon them. I also 
captured about three hundred prisoners. • I had brought from this 
point about four hundred stand of arms, and left a number across the 
railroad. After driving them from the railroad, I followed them to 
the fence beyond the road, and at this point halted to see if I could go 
farther. While I was in this position, the main line of the enemy 
gave back about fifty yards, and my opinion is, that if a brigade had 
been upon my right we could have driven the whole line. I remained in 
this position for some time, to see if any other forces were coming 
forward, and in the meantime the enemy threw a brigade d\>wn the 
river road, preparatory to making an attack upon my right flank, and 
seeing my position would soon become a critical one, I ordered the 
twenty-first North Carolina and twenty-first Georgia regiments and 
first North Carolina battalion back to the railroad, under Lieutenant 
Colonel Harper, with orders to hold it to the last, and ordered the 
fifteenth Alabama and twelfth Georgia regiments back to the en- 
trenchments at the edge of the woods, all of which was done effectu- 
ally and promptly, and with a very slight loss. My loss in this charge 
and falling back, was only two men killed and about thirty wounded, 
most of which were very slight. Lieutertant Colonel Scott was killed 
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while falling back to the woods. He acted most gallantly, and did 
his duty nobly. I held my position in the railroad, and at the edge 
of the woods, until Monday morning, 15th, at which time I was re- 
lieved by Gen. D. H. Hill's troops. I cannot say too much in praise cf 
the officers and men under my command ; all did their duty nobly, and 
went into the fight with a spirit of determination, and it would be do- 
ing injustice to note any one particularly. Captain A. Hoffman, act- 
ting ordnance officer, was of great service to -me upon the field. My 
tabular repoit of killed and wounded has been sent in. The report of 
the action of the battery attached to this brigade will be made by 
Captain Latimer, who was acting chief of artillery on that day. 
Very respectfully, 

R. F. HOKE, 

/ - Colonel commanding Brigade* 

Official copy : 

S. Hale, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 



REPORT OF COLONEL WALKER, COMMANDING BRI- 
GADE. 

Headquarters Early's Brigade, > 
December 26th, 1862. J 

Major S. Hale, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant General : 

I have the honor to report the operations of Early's brigade in the 
battle near Fredericksburg, on the 13th instant: 

We were placed in position by General Early, commanding divis- 
ion, in the second line of battle, supporting A. P. Hill's division. 
The action had not continued over half an hour, before I received an 
order from General Early (through Major Wilson, volunteer aid,) to 
advance at double-quick, as the enemy had cut their way through the 
first line, and were advancing. I put the brigade in motion, and met 
the enemy about the middle of the woods, but they fell back as we 
came up, and we continued to press them closely, driving them across 
the railroad, and following them some distance beyond into the open 
field. When we reached the railroad there was no support on our left, 
and a large column of Federal infantry were moving across the rail- 
road, about four hundred yards to our left, and entering the woods. 
Fearing to advance further to our front, I drew my command back 
to Jhe railroad and held that position, after detailing Lieutenant Col- 
onel Terrill, with the thirteenth Virginia, to deploy his regiment on 
our left flank, and directing him to advance under cover of the tim- 
ber to engage the enemy's column on our left upon the flank. This 
was done promptly, and Thomas' brigade, of A. P. Hill's division, en- 
gaging thdm, in front about -the same time, they fell back in good or- 
der, but Scarcely firing a gun in their retreat. The two fires told 
severely upon them, as the large number of dead and wounded left on 
that part of the field clearly showed. After this column of the en- 
emy fell back, there was for some time no body of their troops in 
sight, but not deeming it prudent to give up the advantage of our 
position by advancing in pursuit over the open plain, I continued to 
hold the railroad for the remainder of the evening without any mo- 
lestation from the enemy, further than by forming a fresh line of 
troops in sight, but out of our range, and throwing out skirmishers, 
who kept up a straggling fire until night. After dark, I left pickets 
on the railroad, and withdrew my command back into the woods about 
one hundred and fifty yards, and bivouacked for the night. 

Early the next morning, we were relieved by Paxton's brigade and 
joined the division. 

Our loss was one hundred and fifty-seven in killed and wounded. 
I cannot close without expressing my admiration for the manner in 
which this brigade performed its duty, and the gallantry and bravery 
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exhibited by both officers and men. I had no trouble in getting them 
to fight, but a good deal to get them to stop, when in my opinion it 
iyas imprudent to go further. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

J. A. WALKER, 
Colonel commanding Brigade. 
Official copy : • 
S. Hale, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 
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REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL HAYS. 

Headquarters First Louisiana Brigade, ) 
December 19, 1862. J 

To Major Hale, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant General: 

Major : On arriving at Hamilton's Crossing, on the Richmond and 
Fredericksburg railroad, Saturday, the 13th instant', about ten 
o'clock, I proceeded to place my brigade, according to orders, in 
line of battle, with my right resting on the railroad and the line ex- 
tended on the-road leading to Spotsylvania Court-House. Here I 
was directed to remain, and to take advantage of the* shelter afforded 
by the hills on the north. 

A short while before noon an order was conveyed to me to advance 
in line, through the woods, towards the front. I accordingly put my 
line in motion. While advancing, I was informed of the existence of 
a ditch on the crest of the hill overlooking Ae river bottom, and 
. directed to occupy it as a rifle-pit. But, on reaching the place, I , 
* discovered other troops in possession of the ditch, and accordingly 
halted my line a few yards in their rear, in readiness to advance in 
support. In this position I continued the remainder of the day and 
the night following. * 

The next morning, the 14th instant, at dawn, my brigade was 
moved several hundred yards to the left, on a line with the ditch 
above referred to, in rear of and supporting General Paxton's brig- 
ade, then occupying the railroad. While .in this position, I wa3 
directed to send a regiment to fill up a gap in the line along the rail- 
road, between the brigades of General Paxton and General Trimble, 
then commanded by Colonel Hoke. The seventh Louisiana regiment 
was sent to complete this line. The remainder of the brigade con- 
tinued to occupy the line indicated during Sunday, the 14th instant, 
and the night succeeding. 

In the morning following, the 15th instant, I resumed my original 
place, near Hamilton's Crossing, and there remained until the 1 6th 
instant, when I was ordered to occupy a line in rear of the batteries 
posted on the hill, with my right resting on the railroad. I had 
barely reached my position, when, the retreat of the enemy being 
discovered, I was ordered back to the crossing, and, in a short 
time thereafter, took up the line of march in the direction of Port 
Royal. * 

My loss, amounting to nine killed, forty -four wounded, and one 
missing, was inflicted by the enemy's batteries, while advancing in 
line, on the 13th instant, to the brow of the hill in front. 

I have to commend the zealous promptness of officers and men ia 
obeying my orders, and the earnest desire they evinced to' meot the 
enemy. And, I am happy to add, there was less straggling during 
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the several days of the recent engagements, than I have ever known. 
To Captain NeSv and Lieutenant Macon, of my staff, I am indebted 
for the cheerful discharge of their respective duties. 

HARRY T. HAYS, 
Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT OF COLONEL . KENNEDY COMMANDING 

BRIGADE. 

Headquarters Second South Carolina Regiment, > 

December 20, 1862. J 

Captain C. H. Holmes, 

Assistant Adjutant General, Kershaufs Brigade : 

Captain: Between twelve and one o'clock on Saturday, the 13th 
ultimo, Lieutenant Dwight, of General Kershaw's staff, ordered me to 
take my regiment, the second, and the eighth, Captain Stackhouse, 
to the support of General Cobb, on the telegraph road. I moved out, 
left in front, the eighth following. In rear of the extreme right bat- 
tery of Colonel "Walton's artillery (on Fuller's Hill) I halted the 
second regiment until Captain Stackhouse closed up. I then moved the 
two regiments into the field to the left of the wood, (in which I had halted,) 
fronted, and advanced in line of battle, making the eighth the battal- 
ion of direction, and obliquing to the right, so as throw the two com- 
mands between the two right batteries of the Washington artillery 
(Colonel Walton's) on the hill and theMarye house. The fire of shell 
and small arms was terrific, raking the whole field. The men moved 
forward in fine style, obeying promptly every command issued. When 
I arrived at the crest of the hill I gave the command "doable-quick," 
and moved the two regiments to the stone fence on the telegraph road 
where General Cobb was posted. One volley was fired before reach- 
ng it, and that by the eighth regiment. The eighth regiment, sup- 
ported a portion of General Cobb's brigade, to the right, and the 
second was disposed as follows : three companies on the left of the 
eighth, one company and the half of another at the small house rfear 
the centre of General Cobb's line, (where General Kershaw made his 
headquarters,) three companies and a half to the left of this house, 
behind a stone wall, in rear of the twenty-fourth Georgia regiment. 
Captain Pulliam; with his company, came up shortly after this dispo- 
sition of my command, and was sent to a stone fence, where the Philips' 
legion (of General Cobb's brigade) was posted, to the left of the 
twehty-fourth Georgia, and, although later in the action than the rest 
of my regiment, (having failed to hear the order to move out of the 
trenches,) did fine execution. The action continuing until after dark, 
advance after advance of the foe was repelled. The whole regiment 
acted with cool daring and high courage ; men never did their duty 
more thoroughly. My position being in the centre, I appointed Cap- 
tain Wallace to superintend the operation of the left wing, and Captain 
Leitner the three companies on the right. I gave my attention to 
the operations of both, and of the centre. These officers deserve 
notice for their deliberative, prompt execution of every order. Major 
Gaillard was slightly wounded in advancing across the field, com- 
manding the second South Carolina regiment, (I, acting as commander 
of both battalions, the second and eighth.) Shortly after reaching 
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the stone wall, General Kershaw detailed him to convey some order, 
and, in executing the commission, he was wounded in the foot and 
compelled to leave the field. Thus I was deprived of his valuable 
assistance, and the regiment of that gallant bearing which he has ex- 
hibited on so many fields. Of the conduct of Captain Wallace, acting 
as field officer, I cannot speak too highly; he elicited the highest 
admiration, and is deserving of special mention. No braver man 
ever trod the field of battle. Captain CuthBert's company had been de- 
ployed to the right of the creek early in the morning, and remaining 
until after dark, doing execution in the ranks of the enemy. The 
exalted courage, enthusiasm and chivalric daring of its commanding 
officer are always guarantees of its good success. Lieutenants Elliott 
and Fishburn, of this company, were wounded, gallantly discharging 
their duty. Captains Pulliam, Moore, Cunningham, Graham, and 
Lieutenants Maxwell, Brown, Perry and Wallace, commanding com- 
panies, and their lieutenants, all acted with conspicuous bravery, and 
deserve my thanks for their hearty co-operation. It is useless to 
mention individual instances of courage, they are too numerous ; 
suffice it to say, the regiment never acted with more coolness. Adju- 
tant, Sill was of every assistance tome, and exhibited great gallantry. 
Mr.. B. Moses, of company D, acting as orderly to me, bore himself 
well, but was disabled before reaching the wall and compelled to retire. 
5. P. Boozer, of company F, acting as same, coolly conveyed several 
orders to different parts of the regiment, and was wounded by my 
side. His demeanor was inspiriting. Captain Stackhouse, while 
under ray command, (which was until General Kershaw reached tho 
stone wall and assumed command,) acted deliberately and commanded 
his men with success and bravery. Number of officers and men car- 
ried into action, three hundred and fifty. Officers killed, none; men 
killed, six. Officers wounded, seven ; men wounded, fifty-five. Total 
kiHed and wounded, sixty-two. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

JOHN D.' KENNEDY, 
Colonel commanding second S. C. V. 
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REPORT OF COLONEL EVANS, COMMANDING BRIGADE, 

HEADQUARTERS LaWTOn's BRIGADE, ) 

Near Port Royal, Va., Dec. 19, 1862. J 

'Major S. Hale, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant General : 

Major: On the 13th instant, about nine o'clock, A. M., Lawton'3 
brigade, Colonel E. N. Atkinson commanding, was formed in line of 
battle in a wood' about three-fourths of a mile west of the railroad, 
nearly opposite Hamilton's Crossing, below Fredericksburg, Virginia, 
the right resting on the left of another brigade of Ewell's division, 
the thirteenth Georgia, Colonel J. M. Smith commanding, being the 
extreme right, and successively towards the left the sixtieth Georgia, 
(Colonel W. H. Stiles,) sixty-first Georgia, (Colonel J. H. Lamar,) 
thirty-eighth Georgia, (Captain William McLeod,) thirty-first 
Georgia, (Colonel C. A. Evans.) and the twenty-sixth Georgia, (Cap- 
tain Grace,) being six regiments, numbering about two thousand rank 
and file. While thus resting in line the shells of the enemy fell upon 
the regiments on the right, wounding several, but was borne without 
flinching by men who, in many engagements, have proven themselves 
not deficient in courage or patriotism. About half-past one o'clock 
the brigade was ordered forward, and all the regimeuts advanced at 
once, in line, except the thirteenth Georgia. The failure of thi3 
regiment to move at the proper time is subject to the following ex- 
planation : While in line thi3 regiment rested upon the slope of a 
hill intervening between it and the other regiments, which prevented 
Colonel Smith from observing, at the time, the forward movement of 
the brigade, and receiving no order to advance, our line passed #ut 
of sight before he was aware that he had been left behind. Receiving 
orders, communicated by yourself soon afterwards, he advanced to 
rejoin the brigade, but wa3 too late to participate in the action. Sub- 
sequently, being ordered to join Colonel Hoke, commanding Trimble's 
brigade, he placed his regiment in a trench near the edge of the field, 
on Colonel Hoke's left, # where he remained until Monday morning. 
In the meantime, the brigade moving forward about two hundred and 
fifty yards, Captain Grace, commanding the twenty-sixth Georgia, on ' 
the left, encountered the enemy, being apprised of their proximity to 
him by a volley poured into his ranks, which for a moment checked 
his advance. But quickly recovering, the regiment delivered its fire, 
reloaded, and, advancing, drove the enemy before them through the 
woods. Having encountered the enemy so soon they became for the 
time separated from the brigade, and on reaching the ditch which 
skirted the edge of the woods, they observed the remaining regiments 
far out on the plain. Here Captain Grace was directed to halt his 
command, and not advance into the open field. The remaining four 
regiments, consisting of the sixtieth Georgia, (Colonel Stiles,) sixty- 
■first Georgia, (Colonel Lamar,) thirty-eighth Georgia, (Captain 
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McLeod,) and thirty-first Georgia, (Colonel Evans,) pushing ahead, 
came upon the enemy in a minute of time after they were first en- 
countered by Captain Grace, receiving their fire without producing 
scarcely a perceptible check, fired in return, and, with loud cheers, 
dashed forward. From this time the contest consisted of but a series 
of temporary halts made by the enemy, only to be driven away from 
their positions. At the railroad the engmy made their most deter- 
mined resistance, and for a few minutes poured a heavy fire into our line 
Seeing that a charge was the most effectual plan to dislodge them, the 
order was given, and so rapidly accomplished that many of the enemy 
'were captured, and a few, in their attempts to get away, received the 
application of the bayonet. As an incident of the battle, I desire to 
state that one of the enemy, after surrendering, leveled his gun to fire at 
our passing line, but a bajonet thrust from the hands of Captain W. D. 
Wood, of the thirty-first Georgia, prevented the intended barbarism. At 
this part of the railroad a short neck of Woods juts out into the plain ; 
so that on our right and left were the open field, while before the line 
lay this neck of thickly matted woods. Under its shelter the enemy 
fled, pursued by these four regiments with so much precipitation that 
both parties entered the ditches beyond almost together. At the 
railroad and in these ditches a large number of prisoners were cap- 
tured and sent to the rear, among whom was one colonel and several 
officers of minor grade. A battery posted to the. left, on a hill about 
two hundred yards distant from the last ditches referred to, tempted 
the troops still further into the field, firing as they advanced toward 
it upon men and horses with such effect as to cause a portion of the 
battery to be withdrawn and the remainder to be abandoned. The 
prize was virtually in the hands of these gallant men, being abandoned 
and within seventy-five yards of the place where they stood, but at 
this moment a heavy line of the enemy advanced on our right flank, 
(Harned since to have been General Birney's division,) and seeing 
that all had been accomplished which was in the power of these men 
to do, I communicated to them the order to retire to the protection of 
the woods. In the heat of the contest these four regiments may have 
" gone too far, 55 but brave men in that important struggle feel that 
they scarcely went far enough. Colonel Atkinson, in command of 
the brigade, participating fully in the enthusiasm of the charge, was 
wounded in the arm, above the elbow, soon after entering the field, 
and fell into the hands of the enemy. Colonel Lamar, w r ounded by 
having a part of one of his fingers shot off, retired from the ground ; 
and Major McCarthy succeeded to the command, leading the regiment 
into the open plain, assisted by Captain Peter Brennam. Colonel W. 
H. Stiles, commanding his regiment through the entire fight, I have 
the pleasure to state, did his duty, and did it well. I cannot forbear 
to mention, in terms of unqualified praise, the heroism of Captain E. 
P. Lawtbn, assistant adjutant general of the brigade, from tho begin- 
ning of the advance until near the close of the fight, when he received 
a dangerous wound, and was unavoidably left in the open plain, where 
he fell. Cheering on the men, leading this regiment, or restoring the 
line of another, encouraging officers, he was everywhere along the 
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whole line, the bravest among the brave. Just as the four regiments 
-emerged from the neck of woods referred to, his horse was "shot from 
under him, and, in falling, so far disabled him that thousands less ardent 
or determined would have felt justified in leaving the field; but limp- 
ing on, he rejoined the line again in their advance towards the battery, 
but soon received the wound with which he fell. It is gratifying to 
me to be able to record that officers and men generally behaved with 
the courage characteristic of the southern soldier, continuing for the 
brigade a well deserved .reputation. The report of casualties wili # 
testify how severe the fire was through which these brave men passed 
in driving the enemy before them. The Staunton artillery, com- 
manded by Lieutenant A. W. Grarber, (attached to this brigade,) at 
half-past four o'clock, was ordered to the extreme right of our lines, 
and was actively engaged on the plain about two hours, when the 
batteries of the enemy ceased firing. The officers and men behaved 
with coolness and gallantry. Lieutenant Grarber had his horse shot 
from under him during the engagement, but suffered no loss of his 
men. I am extremely gratified to mention that by the activity of Sur- 
geon George F. Cooper, senior surgeon of the brigade, although with 
limited transportation, our numerous wounded received prompt at- 
tention, 

I have the honor to be, Major, your obedient servant, 

C. A. EVANS, 
Colonel commanding Brigade* 

Official copy : 

S. Hale. A. A. A. General. 
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REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL PENDER. 



Headquarters Pender's Brigade, Dec. 20, 1862. 

Major General A. P. Hill, 

Commanding Light Division : 

General : I have the honor to make t\e following report of the 
part taken by my brigade in the fight of December l#th, before 
Fredericksburg : 

I was placed in position Friday morning, early, on the extreme left 
/ of the division, in a skirt of wood, where we had no protection, nor 
could have, from the enemy's artillery. Two batteries were placed in 
my front; the right one commanded by Captain Davidson, who, I 
will here state, acted throughout with the greatest judgment, coolness 
and bravery. Friday was taken up by slight skirmish firing, and 
now and then a slight artillery duel. Saturday morning we were 
engaged in the same manner. In the afternoon, however, when the 
enemy advanced on the right, they opened a most tremendous fire of 
artillery upon the batteries in my front, playing upon them from the 
front and right, from at least four batteries. This fire was most de- 
structive to my men. At about this time a "heavy line of skirmishers 
advanced within range of Captain Davidson's battery and kept up a 
hot fire upon him. One of their balls, at this time, killed my aid, 
Lieutenant Sheppard, while he was very gallantly and coolly trying 
to rally some men who had broken on our right and were making to 
the rear. These skirmishers became so annoying that additional 
companies had to be thrown out, under the efficient Major Cole, to 
drive them back, which he did, and held them in check long after his 
ammunition had given out. Colonel McElroy, with his regiment, the 
sixteenth North Carolina, had been placed, early in the morning, 
near the railroad cut and in front of the left battery, which this day 
consisted of some rifle pieces, under Captain Latimer — as brave a 
soldier as I ever saw — to support it. He was here much exposed, 
being far in advance of the general line, with his left totally unpro- 
tected, but with the ravine of Deep Run to cover the movement of 
the enemy on his left. After the heat of the action on the right, the 
enemy advanced a brigade up Deep Run, throwing one regiment 
somewhat in advance, which so sheltered itself behind the trees as to 
get near enough to take an officer and fifteen men of the sixteenth 
prisoners, who were pr6tecting the left flank of their regiment. This 
left the regiment to be raked by a fire down the railroad track.- The 
Colonel drew his regiment back to the ditch and held his ground, until 
General Law sent forward two regiments to its assistance ; these three 
then charged the enemy, driving them from the railroad cut and 
across the fields, to within a short distance of their batteries. Owing 
to a great many of Colonel McElroy's men not having cartridge-boxes, 
they got out of ammunition ; but, getting into the ditch and dividing 
them, they maintained their ground. The officers and men of my 
brigade behaved throughout as well as I could have desired them. 
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la conclusion, I beg leave to commend the efficiency of first Lieu- 
tenant T. T. Kirkland, ordnance officer and acting assistant adjutant 
general, and Mr. John Young, volunteer aid-de-camp. These gen- 
tlemen were greatly exposed during the two days we were in advance, 
but; were always at their post. In the death of Lieutenant Shepparct 
I have to lament the loss of a brave and promising young officer. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 

W. D. PENDER, 
Brigadier General. 



LIST OF CASUALTIES IN PENDER'S BRIGADE. 



Regiment. 



Staff 

Thirteenth North Carolina 

Sixteenth North Carolina 

Twenty-second North Carolina.. 

Thirty-fourth North Carolina 

Thirty-eighth North Carolina... 



Grand total. 



Killed. 



Officers. 



1* 
..... 



Men. 



14 



Wounded. 



Officers. 



17 



Men. 



26 
40 
42 
15 
13 



136 



^Lieutenant Sheppard, aid-de-camp, killed. 



KEPORT OF COLONEL HAMILTON, COMMANDING 

BRIGADE. 

Bivouac on Rappahannock River, } 
Headquarters Second Brigade, A. P. HiWs Light Division, > 

December 22, 1862. ) 

Major R. C. Morgan, A. A. G. : 

Major : In obedience to orders from division headquarters, I have 
the honor to forward the enclosed reports of the regimental com- 
manders of. this brigade. After the unfortunate fall of Brigadier 
General Maxcy Gregg, I assumed command of the second brigade. 
I have but little to add to my report as regimental commander of the 
first regiment South Carolina volunteers, beyond mentioning that, 
so soon as I was informed that I was in command of General Gregg's 
brigade, I mounted a horse standing near and rode down the lines, 
informing the commanders of regiments that I was in command of 
the brigade, and cautioning the soldiers of the brigade to remain quiet 
and steady under the severe fire of shells, which were falling along 
the line which we occupied, and I am pleased to say that their cour- 
age and steadiness were of the highest character. The brigade, except 
my own regiment, first South Carolina volunteers, and Orr's rifle 
regiment, was not engaged with the enemy, as they retired under the 
fire from my own regiment, no doubt accelerated by their finding 
themselves at the mercy of the second brigade, which had faced about, 
and, in an advance a few yards beyond, their entire flank would have 
been exposed to a severe and raking fire. Brigadier General Pax- 
ton's brigade came up after I had driven the enemy off, but I am not 
aware that they were engaged at all with them at or near my position. 
I understand that General Early's brigade, under command of Colo- 
nel Walker, passed the left of the second brigade and marched to the 
front ; but, as I was on the right of the brigade at this time, and in 
thick woods, I did not see it myself. Shortly after this, by order 
from General A. P. Hill, I moved the brigade forward as a support 
to Colcnel Walker's brigade, and found him occupying the line of the 
railroad. The enemy were drawn out in line of battle some six 
hundred yards distant from the railroad, but, beyond advancing their 
skirmishers, made no forward movement. At dark an order came 
from Lieutenant General Jackson, ordering an advance of the whole 
line. I accordingly advanced to the railroad, which I still found 
held by Colonel Walker's brigade, who had received no such crder, as 
Colonel Walker informed me. Shortly after my reaching the rail- 
road, a message was sent to me, through Colonel McGowan, four- 
teenth South Carolina regiment, from one of Lieutenant General 
Jackson's staff, countermanding the order for a general advance of 
the line. I accordingly marched the brigade back to the position 
which it had held during tho day, where we bivouacked for the night, 

I desire to mention the good conduct of Sergeant Pratt, company 
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B, Qrr's regiment rifles, who had rallied a squad of h\s company after 
his regiment had been broken and driven off by th^ enemy, and came 
to me and asked me to assign him a position, which I did, on the 
right of my own regiment. Nothing of moment occurred after this 
day's (13th) engagement. The brigade suffered severely, consider- 
ing that only two regiments were actually engaged with the enemy. 
Lists of killed and wounded, amounting to three hundred and sixty- 
three, have been already forwarded to you. 

I am, Major, very resoectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. H. HAMILTON, 
Colonel commanding Second Brigade, Light Division. 
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REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL ARCHER.' 

Headquarters A rcher ' s Brigade, j 
A. P. MilPs Light Diviskn, \ 
December 20, 1862. ) 

To Major R. C. Morgan, 

Assistant Adjutant General, Light Division : 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the ope- 
rations of my brigade in the battle of Fredericksburg : 

On arriving from sick leave Saturday morning, I found my brigade 
posted in the edge of a wood before Bernard's house, overlooking the 
plain through which the railroad and Rowling Green turnpike pass, 
the former at a distance from my front of about two hundred and 
fifty yards, the latter of about three-quarters of a mile, my left 
resting where the wood extends forward to the front to a point beyond 
the railroad. General Lane's brigade was on my left, with an inter- 
val of about six hundred yards between us, while (as I was informed) 
General Gregg's brigade was immediately behind the interval, close 
enough to prevent my being flanked. On my right I found Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Walker, with fifteen pieces of light artillery, supported 
by Colonel Brockenbrough's brigade. As the fog cleared away, the 
enemy was seen advancing from the Bowling Green road, and a little 
^fter nine o'clock, A. M., several batteries were brought forward and 
placed in position about one thousand yards from us, which were fired 
on by some of our batteries, far off to the right, and with which they 
carried on a brisk exchange of shots for about an hour, occasionally 
throwing shell into the wood where I was posted. About half-past 
ten o'clock, A. M., they turned all their guns on our position, and, 
after thirty or forty minutes' severe shelling, their lines of infantry 
formed and advanced rapidly to the attack. When they had arrived 
&ear enough, I perceived them massing in front of, and entering the 
point of wood which I have before mentioned as projecting on my left, 
beyond the railroad, and immediately sent my ordnance officer, Lieu- 
tenant Lemmon, to warn General Gregg that it was time for him to 
move forward into the interval between Lane's arid my brigade, :o 
prevent my being flanked. Shortly after, fearing that General Gregg 
might be too late, I drew out the right battalion (fifth Alabama) and 
ordered it to the left. When the enemy in my front arrived near the 
railroad, my brigade opened a rapid and destructive fire* upon them, 
which soon checked their career, and forced them to retire and take 
shelter in the railroad track, from which they kept up a desultory fire 
upon our line. In the meantime, the column which had entered the 
point of wood on my left succeeded in passing round my left flask 
and attacked the nineteenth Georgia and fourteenth Tennessee in rear 
and flank. These regiments were compelled to retire, leaving about 
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one hundred and sixty prisoners in the enemy's hands. The greater 
part of the seventh Tennessee also, seeing the regiments on their left 
give way and hearing the cry that the enemy was in their rear, left 
the trenches in disorder. The first Tennessee, together with Lieu- 
tenants Timberlake, Foster, Wilmouth and Baird, of the seventh Ten- 
nessee, and a portion of the latter regiment, held its ground gallantly, 
and, after its ammunition was exhausted, charged, under Lieutenant 
Col. George, (Col. Turney having been severely wounded early in the 
action,) across the railroad track, with Colonel Hoke's brigade, of Ear- 
ly's division, and returned to its original position when the chaige 
was over. 

The fifch Alabama battalion, which I had sent from the right to aid 
in opposing the enemy on the left, discharged their duty faithfully, 
first under Major VandegrafF, and, after he was wounded, under Cap- 
tain Stewart. 

After sending Lieutenant Leramon, I also sent my aid de-camp, 
Lieutenant Thomas, t<? explain the urgency of the case to General 
Gregg, and to bring down another brigade in support of my front, 
which, although not then pressed in front, had nearly exhausted its 
ammunition. 

General Gregg's and Lawton's brigades and the fifth Ala- 
bama battalion drove back the enemy, who had passed my flank, 
and Colonel Hoke, in command of Trimble's brigade, came down to 
the edge of the wood, my original position, which I still maintained 
with the right of my brigade, but with empty rifles and cartridge- 
boxes. The whole line then charged over the field beyond the rail- 
road. When it returned to the edge of the wood i drew back my 
troops about thirty yards, reformed my brigade and remained in sup- 
port of the front line, (Hoke's brigade, which had relieved me in the 
trenches.) 

I take pleasure in reporting that the attack along my whole front 
was gallantly and successfully repelled by my brigade. No enemy 
ever arrived within fifty yards of my front, and even after my left 
was broken by the attack in rear and flank, the enemy in front had 
been so sharply repulsed that he did not venture to come again. Offi- 
cers and men generally acted with gallantry. 

' Lieutenant Z. C. Gunn, fourteenth Tennessee, fell in the most gal- 
lant discharge of his duty. 

Lieutenant Colonel Hutchins, of the nineteenth Georgia, mentions 
particularly the good conduct of Captain Mabry, Lieutenants W. H. 
Johnson and M. Edwards, Sergeant Shell and Corporal Rogan. 

Lieutenants 0. H. Thomas and George Lemmon, of my staff, ren- 
dered rae gallant and efficient service throughout the action. 

My loss in the action was forty killed, two hundred and eleven 
wounded, and one hundred and sixty-six missing, supposed to-iiave been 
captured. 

Among the wounded were Colonel Turney, Lieutenant Colonel 
George ttnd Major Buchanan, of the first Tennessee ; Captain Tur- 
ney, the senior captain of the first Tennessee ; Major Neil, of the' 
nineteenth Georgia ; Major VandegrafF, of the fifth Alabama bat- 
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lalion, and Mr. Frank Wotten, volunteer arcl on roy staff, the latter 
supposed to be mortally wounded. 

Respectfully your obedient servant, 

J. L. ARCHER, 
Brigadier General commanding Brigade. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL LANE. 



Headquarters Lane's Brigade, > 
, December 23, 1862. ] 

Major R. C. Morgan, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Major: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of my brigade in the late engagement before Fredericks- 
burg : 

At half past six o'clock, on the mr rning of the 12th, we left our 
bivouac and took the position assigned us on the railroad, my right 
being about two hundred and fifty yards to the left of the small piece 
of woods bevond the track, and my left resting on a dirt road, which 
crosses the railroad near the point where it maket a bend. Several 
batteries were to my left and rear, and General Pender some distance 
further back, my left nearly covering his right. When I had made 
this disposition of my comraand I rode to the right of General Ar- 
cher's brigade, which was posted in the woods some four hundred 
yards from the railroad, and informed Colonel Turney, vho was at 
that time commanding, that there was an open space between us of about 
six hundred yards. 1 also informed General Gregg of this opening ; 
his command, which was to have been my support, being on the mili- 
tary road opposite this opening, and some five or six hundred yards 
from the railroad. I subsequently met General A. P. Hill, and spoke 
to him of our relative positions. 

Nothing of interest occurred on "Friday and Friday night. Saturday 
morning, I ordered the seventh and eighteenth regiments beyond the 
railroad to support three batteries, which had been placed on a hill 
immediately in their front. Lieutenant Colonel Hill at once approached 
the captain of one of these batteries, told him he would insure its 
safety against any attempt on the part of the enemy to capture it, and 
that he must let him know when ho wished him to move to the front. 
As soon as the fog lifted, heavy skirmishing commenced along my 
whole line, and the enemy were seen advancing. Our skirmishers, 
with the exception of Captain Turner's company, on the left, fell 
back. The batteries, just alluded to, then opened, with telling effect, 
and checked their advance. During this firing Captain Turner with- 
drew his company, as his men were suffering, and rejoined his regi- 
ment. Several pieces of the artillery, after firing a few rounds, 
hurried from the field, saying they were "choked." On intimation, 
from one of the captains of the batteries, Lieutenant Colonel Hill 
promptly moved his regiment to the crest of the hill in front of the 
enemy and delivered a volley at the sharpshooters, who were in range ; 
the artillery all limbering up and driving to the rear. The seventh 
and eighteenth both suffered from the enemy's artillery fire, and, at 
times, from their sharpshooters. About two hours later the enemy 
advanced in strong force across the open field to the right of my 
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front. Colonel Barber, his regiment being on the right, informed 
me, through Adjutant Oates, of the advance, and wished to know 
what he must do should he be flanked. On being ordered to hold his 
position as long as possible, he deflected his three right companies, 
and formed them to the rear at right angles to the track. I at once 
sent my courier, Mr. Shepperd, to inform General A. P. Hill that the 
enemy ^were advancing in force upon the opening, Captain Hawks 
having been previously sent to apprize him that their skirmishers 
were in front of the same. Eight regiments were seen to pass to my 
right, and another to move " by the right flank by file left" between 
the same body of woods and the fence beyond the track. This last 
regiment then faced by the rear rank and opened fire upon ray right. 
The three right companies of the thirty-seventh became hotly engaged, 
and General Gregg's command was soon after encountered on the 
military road. Although our right was turned by such a large force, 
our position was deemed too important to be given up without a blow, 
and nobly did both officers and men await the approach of another 
large force along our entire front. As this force was concealed from 
the thirty-third, eighteenth and seventh regiments by the hill, about 
forty yards beyond the track, they were captioned to reserve their fire. 
The twenty-eighth and thirty-seventh, however, had open, level, 
ground in their front, and, when the enemy had gotten within one 
hundred and fifty yards of cur line, they opened a terific and deadly 
fire upon them, repulsing their first and second lines, and checking 
the third. These two regiments were subjected not only to a direct, 
tut to right and left oblique fires, that portion of the enemy's force 
behind the hill, nearest the twenty-eighth, firing upon them. As 
soon as the right of my command became engaged with such a*n over- 
whelming force, I despatched Captain Hawks to General Gregg for 
reinforcements, with instructions, if he was unable to send them, to 
apply to General Thomas, or anybody else whom he might see in 
command of troops, for assistance. My whole command held^ their 
ground until the twenty-eighth and thirty-seventh had fired away not 
only their own ammunition, but that of their dead and wounded, 
which, in some cases, was handed to them by their officers. When 
these two regiments had ceased firing, the enemy, in column, doubled 
on the centre, bore down in mass from behind the hill upon the left of 
the twenty-eighth and right of the thirty-third, and the "power of 
numbers forced them entirely across the railroad." The twenty- 
eighth and thirty-seventh, being flanked right and left, fell back in 
an orderly manner, and were resupplied with ammunition. A well 
directed volley from the thirty-third checked the enemy for a time, and 
Colonel Avery ordered a charge, but, being unsupported on his right, 
he countermanded the order and withdrew his regiment into the woods, 
about seventy-five yards from the railroad. The eighteenth regiment 
then fell back about one hundred yards, the right companies firing 
into the foe until he reached the woods in the pursuit. The seventh, 
being on the left, fell back about fifty yards, in perfect order. During 
the greater part of the engagement the enemy's artillery played upon 
the woods in our rear. While awaiting reinforcements,' I sent my 
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aid, Lieutenant Lane, to the left, to tell Lieutenant Colonel Hill, if 
he could possibly be spared, to come, to the assistance of my right, as 
it was heavily pressed. The right, however, wac< forced to fall back 
before the order could be delivered. General Thomas came to my as- 
sistance, but too late to save my line. He encountered the enemy in 
the edge of the woods, drove them back, and, with the eighteenth and 
seventh regiments of my brigade on his left, chased them to their 
first position. The thirty-third, in accordance with orders, held the 
position in the woods to which it had fallen back, until I could move 
up the twenty-eighth and thirty-seventh, when all again resumed 
their positions on the railroad. That night the whole brigade wa3 
aligned on the track, and skirmishers thrown forward, preparatory to 
a general advance. After this order was countermanded, my com- 
mand rested on their arms until morning, when, havirfg already been 
on duty upwards of forty-eight hours, there was heavy skirmishing 
along my whole front — a number of men being killed and wounded. 
W e formed a portion of the second line on Monday, and, as we occu- 
pied an exposed position, the men*soon constructed a very good tem- 
porary breastworks of logs, brush and dirt, behind which they rested 
until Tuesday morning, when it was ascertained that the enemy had 
?<11 recrossed the Rappahannock. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of the gallantry of Colonels Avery, 
Barber, Lowe and Purdie, and Lieutenant Colonel Hill. They all com- 
manded their regiments with bravery, and to my entire satisfaction. 
Colonel Purdie was slightly wounded. Colonel Barber received a 
painful wound in the neck, which, for a time, paralyzed his right 
arm, but he reported for duty again on Tuesday. 

The other officers, both field and company, generally discharged 
their daties well. 

Colonel Avery alludes in high terms to the efficiency of Lieutenant 
Colonel Cowan. Colonel Purdie, in his report, makes an unenviable 
allusion to one of his officers, name not given. 

The Yankee wretches dragged Lieutenant J. W. Peters, company 
C, thirty -seventh regiment, some distance by the legs, after he had 
been wounded in the head and leg. 

The men of the twenty-eighth and thirty-seventh fought like brave 
men, long and well, while those of the other regiments calmly held 
their positions under a heavy artillery fire, one of the most trying 
positions in which soldiers can be placed. 

I cannot refrain making special allusion to our conscripts, many 
of whom were under fire for the first time. They proved themselves 
worthy accessions to a brigade which has borne itself well in all the 
battles of the last eight months. 

Captain 5. T. Hawks, the assistant adjutant general, Lieutenant 
Oscar Lane, ray aid, and private James W. Shepperd, my courier, 
were of great assistance to me throughout the fight, often carrying 
orders and messages for me under the hottest fire. 

Our ambulance corps was very efficient and removed our wounded 
rapidly. Lieutenant James A. Bryan, ordnance officer, was untiring 
in his exertions to keep the command supplied with ammunition. 
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Our loss in officers was two killed, twenty-five wounded and five 
prisoners; enlisted men, sixty killed, two hundred and thirty-two 
wounded, one hundred and eighty-three prisoners and twenty -eight 
missing-^ an aggregate of six hundred and twenty-five. 
♦ Respectfully, 

JAMES II. LANE, 
Brigadier General, 



REPORT OF COLONEL BROCKENBROUG H, COMMANDING 

BRIGADE. 



Headquarters Field's Brigade, > 
December 21, 1862. J 

Major ; I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
action of this brigade in the late battle near Fredericksburg: 

Stationed upon the -extreme right of our division, we remained in 
this position until the concentrated forces of the enemy passed through 
a gap in, and reached the rear of, our lines. There being no enemy 
in our immediate front, and reinforcements being called for, I with- 
drew my command frbm its first position and hurried as rapidly as 
possible to the point indicated. We moved up by the left flank, and 
so urgent and repeated were the calls for reinforcements that my 
two leading regiments, viz : forty-seventh Virginia, Colonel Mayo, 
and the twenty- second battalion, Colonel Tayloe, the only regiments 
actively engaged, advanced in a run, separated themselves from the 
brigade, passed well to the left "and encountered the enemy in rear of 
our front lines, about midway between Generals Archer and Lane. 
Firing one volley into their left flank ani charging them with a yell, 
they fled precipitately to the shelter of the railroad cut. Here they 
rallied and made a short stand, but, being joined by a Georgia bri- 
gade, (Lawton's, I believe,) we made a second charge, which drove them 
from the railroad. Here the men were ordered to halt, but such was 
their impetuosity that much the larger portion of these two regiments 
advanced to the position which had been occupied by -two of the ene- 
my's batteries, w T hich they found deserted. Being unsupported, they 
were, of course, compelled to retreat, which was done under the most 
galling fire of grape, canister and minie balls. 

The fact that only two regiments were actively engaged was acci- 
dental and unavoidable. The woods through which we passed being 
dense and filled with troops, the rapid run of the leading regiments 
soon separated them from the brigade, and, while they passed well 
around to the left, the remainder of the brigade only marched by direct 
line to General Archer's left, who was said to have been flanked. 
Driving the enemy from the woods was a task of short duration, and 
the troops engaged were completely successful in driving back the. 
enemy before the remaining regiments, £ few minutes behind them, 
could come to their assistance. 

During the fight several of the enemy's mounted officers were shot 
down, and the colors of one regiment were seen to fall four times. 

It affords me much pleasure to mention the good conduct of Colo- 
nels Mayo and Tayloe and the officers and men under their com- 
mand. 

The valor and daring of the men was unprecedented. Many of 
them were fighting in sight of their homes and seemed determined to 
drive back the enemy at all hazards. 
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Our loss was considerable, being about twenty per cent, of the 
troops actively engaged. 

Very respectfully, your obedient obedient servant, 

J. M. BROCKENBROUGH, 
Colonel commanding Brigade. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL THOMAS. 



Headquarters Thomas' Brigade, Ges. A. P. Hill's Div., > 

December 20, 1862. > 

Major R. C. Morgan, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Major: On Friday, December 12, 1862, according to orders from 
Major General Hill, this brigade left its camp near Mr. John Alsop'3 
house, moved in the direction of Fredericksburg, and was directed to 
take position in line of battle on the military road* with orders to 
support General Pender, who occupied the front and left of the di- 
vision. The remainder of the day and the succeeding night passed 
without any change in position. 

About midday, of December 13th, orders were received from Major 
General Hill to render assistance and support to any part of the front 
line requiring it. Soon after which, an officer of General Lane's staff 
brought information that hi3 brigade was hard pressed by overwhelm- 
ing numbers. I immediately advanced my brigade down the road, 
being unable on account of the density of the undergrowth to advance 
in lino, the brigade moved by the flank until near the scene of action, 
when the regiments were thrown into line of battle and advanced 
towards the enemy, who, at this time, had advanced into the woods. 
Their advance was checked there, and, after a stubborn resistance, 
this brigade charged them, driving them through the field and. com- 
pletely routing them. We pursued for some distance across the rail- 
road, when, seeing no support either on the right or left, and my am- 
munition being reported to be well nigh exhausted, I concluded to fall 
back to the railroad. Forming, at this place, the front line, I deter- 
mined to hold the position ; at the same time, sending word to Colonel 
Peudleton, commanding brigade^ that I was deficient in ammunition, 
and requesting him to be in supporting distance. The brigade 
bivouacked that night in the edge of the woods, throwing out pickets 
on the railroad, and were relieved early the next morning by Colonel 
Warren's brigade and was placed in reserve. 

The officers and men of my command behaved with a gallantry 
highly commendable. 

I have the honor to be, Major, your obedient servant, 

EDWARD L. THOMAS, 
Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL J. R. JONES. 



Headq'rs Jones' Brigade, Dec. 20, 1862. 

To Captain Taliaferro-, 

Assistant Adjutant General: 

Captain : In obedience to orders from division headquarters, I re- 
spectfully submit the following report of the part taken by my brig- 
ade in the recent battle at Fredericksburg : 

I reached the ground on Friday evening, and was placed in position 
in the reserved line. On Saturday morning, 13th instant, I was 
directed to change my position to the left and farther to the front ; bu; 
still occupying a portion in the reserve. My position subjected me 
to some annoyance from the shells of the enemy, one of which severely 
wounded the adjutant of the forty-second Virginia regiment. About 
the middle of the day the musketry opened, when I was still further 
advanced to within musketry range of the enemy. The front line no: 
requiring support, I remained in this position the remainder of the 
day. In obedience to orders, I advanced at dawn next morning to the 
front, relieving Brigadier General Lane. My command moved to this 
position under a heavy musketry fire from the enemy's sharpshooters, 
in which I had one man killed and several wounded.' The complete- 
ness of the victory of Saturday not being known, officers and . men 
expected soon to be engaged with the enemy in force, and it affords 
me pleasure to report that all were anxidus for the encounter, and 
manifested a feeling of disappointment as the day passed on and no 
signs of an advance were given by the enemy. A brisk skirmish was 
k<*pt up during the day, in which I sustained a loss of thirty. seven 
officers and men killed and wounded. Among the former was Captain 
Ames, company C, twenty-first Virginia regiment, and Lieutenant 
Swoops, company E, twenty first Virginia regiment, both in the faith- 
ful di^chagc of their duty. The fighting was necessary to keep the 
sharpshooter^ from occupying the crest which commanded our line. 

Vv r here all behaved coolly, gallantly and equally well, I can speak 
of none in particular. I can only say that the gallant little brigade 
which has fought so gallantly and lost so heavily in the great battles 
of the past summer and fall, was ready to do its duty and bear its part 
in making the shortest and most direct route to Richmond a hard roa i 
to travel. 

Very respectfully, 

J. R. JONES, 
Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT OF COLONEL PENDLETON, COMMANDING 

BRIGADE. " 

Headquarters Starke's Brigade, > 
Camp near Fredericksburg, Dec. 19, 1862. ) 

Captain W. T. Taliaferro, 

A. A General Jackson's Division ; 

Captain: In obedience to the circular order of the Brigadier Gen- 
eral commanding, of this date, requiring reports from commanders of 
brigades of the participation of their respective commands in the late 
operations around Fredericksburg, I beg leaye to submit the following 
report of the part taken therein by the brigade under my command: 
Having previously cooked three days' rations, on the morning of 
the 12th instant, at early dawn, we marched from our camp, near 
Guineas depot, for the scene of^the late engagement. The brigade 
under my command, soon after its arrival on the ground, about two, 
P. M., took its position in line of battle on the extreme left -of the 
right wing, in rear of and supporting Thomas' brigade in General A. 
P. Hill's division. In this position we remained until Saturday morn- 
ing, the 13th, when we were ordered to take a different position, to our 
left and rear. Here we remained inactive, awaiting the progress of 
events, until half past one, P. M., when a rapid and continued fire of 
inusketry in our front indicated that the enemy had advanced to attack 
our front line, and we moved forward in close supporting distance of 
General Thomas, to whose relief I was ordered to go in case he de- 
sired my assistance. It was not until about four, P. M., that I re- 
ceived a message from General Thomas informing me that he had 
driven the enemy back, but had only three rounds of ammunition, and 
wished me to move up close enough to charge the enemy in conjunc- 
tion with him so soon as he should be again engaged. In accordance 
with this request. I again moved my command forward to within eighty 
paces of the line held by General Thomas, with unflinching determi- 
nation* and, having ordered my men to lie down to avoid the desultory 
fire of the enemy's sharpshooters, awaited the signal for the onset. 
But the enemy having failed to renew the attack, as was anticipated, 
I was not called on. Just when it began to grow dark, I received 
the order of Lieutenant General Jackson for a general advance be- 
tween sunset and dark, and commenced the execution of it by moving 
forward ; but finding that the troops in front of me were not in motion, 
I ordered a halt. Shortly afterwards the order was countermanded, 
and I bivouacked for the night. 

At half past three o'clock, on the morning of the 14th, I was 
ordered to relieve General Pender on our advance line, and immedi- 
ately did so. • 

The battery of # Captain Carrington, stationed in front of my left, 
reported to me for orders, and was directed not to open unless the 
tnemv threatened us with an attack, as he would thereby attract upon 
* 34 



530 



us the crossfire of three of the enemy's batteries, from which the ground 
afforded us no protection whatever. Such, I was informed by Gene- 
ral Pender, had been the case the day previous. From misapprehen- 
sion or some other cause unknown to me, so soon as the forces of the 
enemy were seen to be in motion at the distance of apparently a mile, 
Captain Carrington opened upon his column with rifle pieces, and the 
consequence which I had foreseen immediately ensued, resulting in 
the loss of ten or twelve wounded, with littU advantage to our side. 

About ten, A. M., I w r as ordered to throw my command forward in 
the field about three hundred yards and occupy the line of the rail- 
road, beyond which I had already posted my line of skirmishers before 
daylight. Moving in a circuitous route by the right flank, so as to 
screen the movement as much as possible from the observation and 
fire .of tbe enemy's sharpshooters, I at onbe proceeded to occupy the 
new position assigned to me, though I found it impossible of accom- 
plishment without the loss of several men wounded, one or more fatally. 
In moving four of the regiments of my brigade from the railroad, under 
an order subsequently received to throw them back in a line nearly 
at right angles with the railroad, I again sustained a slight loss from 
the same cause. The skirmishers thrown out along my front kept up 
a brisk and well directed fire during the whole day, (twice exhausting 
their ammunition,) and, as was ascertained by actual observation 
during the presence of the flag of truce in the afternoon, with fatal 
effect on the enemy. The enemy, contrary to all expectation, having 
failed to advance or renew his attack during the day, we quietly bivou- 
acked in our position for the night, and being relieved at four, A. M., 
on the 15th, by the division of Major General D, II. Hill, retired to 
the line of the reservo, which we occupied until it was ascertained 
that the enemy had entirely abandoned the field and recrossed the 
Rappahannock. 

Although my command was not at any time closely engaged, it was 
three times subjected to a sharp fire, and was, throughout the days of 
the 13th and 14th, in constant expectation of being brought into ac- 
tion. Under these circumstances every man remained firm at his post, 
not a straggler was to be seen leaving the ranks, and all evinced a 
commendable eagerness to engage the enemy, which needed otly op- 
portunity to ripen into the gallantry heretofore so conspicuous in the 
troops from Louisiana. Lieutenant Colonel Nolan, commanding the 
first Louisiana regiment ; Lieutenant Colonel Goodwin, commanding 
the fifteenth; Major Grogan, commanding the second; Major Leggett, 
commanding the tenth, and Captain Verlander, commanding the four- 
teenth, are deserving of my especial commendation for the coolness 
and skill with which they commanded their respective regiments, and 
the promptness and energy with which they executed every order, 
I should entirely fail in my duty if I did not advert also to the valu- 
able assistance rendered to me by First Lieutenant Thomas L. Mills, 
of the tenth Louisiana, who tendered me hitf services as aid-de-camp 
for the occasion. His promptness and untiring activity in conveying 
my orders, although frequently exposed, are deserving of the highest 
praise, and I beg leave to mention him as eminently deserving of 
ft 
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promotion. The casualties, of my brigade hare been heretofore re 
ported at two killed and thirty-five wo # unded. 

I Jta,ve the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, " 

EDMOND PENDLETON, 
Gabriel Fifteenth I/misiana Begiment, commanding Brigade. 



REPORT OF COLONEL WALTON. 



Headquarters Battalion Washington Artillery, ) 
Near Fredericksburg, December 20, 1862. ) 

To Major G. M. Sorrel, V * 

A. A. General First Corps, A. N. V. : 

Major: In conformity to circular order of 18th instant, I have 
the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by the 
battalion. Washington artillery, of New Orleans, under my command, 
in the battles of the 12th and 13th instants, near Fredericksburg, 
Virginia. The signal guns, fired at four o'clock, A. M., on the morn- 
ing of the 1 1th instant, aroused my camp, and gave notice that the 
•enemy was in motion. Immediately the batteries of , the first, third 
and fourth companies .(consisting of two three-inch rifles and one 
ten-pounder Parrott gun, under Captain Squiers, Lieutenants Gal- 
braith and Brown, first company ; two twelve-pounder light Napoleon 
guns, under Captain Miller and Lieutenant McElroy, third company ; 
and two twelve-pounder howitzers and two twelve-pounder light Na- 
poleon guns, under Captain Eshleman, Lieutenants Norcom, Battles 
and Apps, fourth company) were placed in position in the redoubts 
on the hill back of the town, known as " Marye's Hill," extending 
from the telegraph road to the plank road. Notwithstanding the 
m dense fog, which enveloped the country around and completely hid 
from view the town and river banks, the enemy, at about seven 
o'clock, A. M., opened upon the town a tremendous fire from his nu- 
merous batteries, which lined the Stafford shore, to cover his crossing. 
This cannonading he continued during the day, with but little inter- 
mission, and without any response from my batteries. The command 
bivouacked for the night in the works, beside their guns. The next 
morning, 12th instant, the fog was again exceedingly heavy. At two 
o'clock, P. M,, it had raised sufficiently for us to discern the hills op- 
posite the city, densely coveted with the enemy's infantry and artil- 
lery, t twenty jninute to four o'clock, P M., a heavy column was 
observed near the gas woiks, below the toNvn, upon which my batteries 
immediately opened a well directed and destructive fire, causing the 
€nemy to break and run tor cover. During this firing, the enemy's 
heavy latteries (across the river) opened upon us with shell and shot, 
disregarding which, my men steadily worked their guns without re- 
plying After about ten minutes, having dispersed the column, my 
batteries ceased §ring and continued to receive in silence the con- 
tinued tire of the enemy. Another night, passed by the officers and 
men bftdde their guns, brings us to the memorable ,13th December. 
At.half past twelve o'clock, P. M., the enemy was observed, in force, 
moving down upon our position through the streets of the town. 
Everything being in # readincss,.fire was immediately opened from all 
my batteries, at once halting and breaking his first advauce. Again 
they emerged in greater force, and, apparently, with much steadiness. 
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Gaining the crest of an elevated piece of ground in oar front, hd 
opened upon our position a galling fire of musketry, and of artillery 
from the hills beyond. The brigade of General Cobb, in front of my 
batteries, then opened fire, and the battle became general all along 
our line. Again and again did their heavy masses come forth from 
the town, only to be mowed down and scattered in confusion, as each 
time they formed and advanced. Three times their colors were 
leveled by the unerring aim of the gunners. At two o'clock, P. M., 
a portion of General Ransom's division (supporting column) moved 
steadily across the plateau in my rear ; halting but an instant on the 
crest of the hill, they delivered a valley, then plunged with a cheer 
into the road below and in front of us, already occupied by Cobb's 
troops. The sharpshooters of the enemy, under cover of a crest in 
front and the slope of the hill, kept up a gaHing fire upon our works, 
causing many of my gallant men to fall, killed and wounded, at their 
posts ; among whom was Lieutgnant H. A. Battles, fourth company, 
severely wounded in the arm by aminie ball. Five several times did 
heavy masses of the enemy's infantry, supported by light batteries 
which had been placed in position^on the field, advance from the cover 
of the town and the scattered houses, only to meet the fate of those 
who . preceded them. They fell by thousands under the judicious, 
steady and unerring fire of my guns, encouraged and aided by the 
gallant conduct of the brave troops in the road in front of us. At 
five o'clock, P. M., after having been engaged four hours and a half, 
against overwhelming^ odds of the enemy, I was compelled to relin- 
quish the post of honor to Woolfolk's and Moody's batteries, Alex- 
ander's battalion, having one gun disabled, and having exhausted all 
the canister, shell and case shot, and nearly every round of solid shot 
in the chests ; more could not be supplied, in position * in time, the 
train being several miles distant. On the 14th my guns were held 
in reserve. On the 15th I took position in the works on the extreme 
left of our line, the position before occupied by Lane's battery, which 
*I occupied until the 18th instant. On the 18th all my batteries were 
again concentrated in camp. The second company, Captain Rich* 
ardson, was, during the engagements, attached to Pickett's division,, 
in reserve, and was not engaged. 

It is my duty, as it is my pleasure, to say in behalf of my officers^ 
cannoneers and drivers, that upon no field during this war have men 
behaved more gallantly. To Captains Eshleman, Miller and Squiers, 
and the brave officers and men under them, is the service indebted for 
the gallant defence of Marye's Hill against the stubborn and over* 
whelming assaults of an army of over fifty thousand men. To Lieu- • 
tenant William M. Owen, my adjutant and only aid, I am, as usual,, 
indebted for zealops and fearless conduct on the field, in the perform- 
ance of all his duties. Before closing this report, I maybe permitted^ 
without being invidious, to direct the attention«of the General com- 
manding to the gallant conduct of Captain Eshleman, in directing, 
and Lieutenant Norcom, fourth company, in executing the order, in 
taking one of the Napoleon guns from the work, where it was out of 
range, and placing it between two of the redoubts, on the open fields 
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tfcere continuing it in action, entirely exposed to the enemy's infantry 
and sharpshooters, during the greater part of the engagement. My 
loss in this engagement is three killed and twenty-four wounded. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

# J. B. WALTON, 
Colonel of JlrtUkry, c&nmunding. 



REPORT OF COLONEL CRUTCHFIELD. 

Headquarters Artillery Command*, Second Army Corps, ) 

January 3, 1863. J 

Lieutenant General T. J. Jackson, 

Commanding Second Army Corps, A. N. V.: 

General: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of the artillery of this corps in the engagement near Fred- 
ericksburg, December 13, 1862: 

The heights on the right of our line were held by fourteen guns of 
the batteries of Major General A. P. Hill's division, under Lieuten- 
ant Colonel R. L. Walker, and consisting of the batteries of Captains 
Pegram and Mcintosh, (four guns each,) and sections of the batteries 
of Captains Latham, Johnson and Crenshaw, commanded respectively 
by Lieutenants Potts, Clutter and James Ellett. This position was 
a commanding one, and afforded admirable advantage against a direct 
aseault from infantry; but, what was more important, so-controlled 
the ground in front as to force the enemy to open a heavy cannonade 
upon it, in the hope of silencing these batteries, before they could 
move any considerable mass of their infantry down the plain, a3 would 
be necessary should they endeavor to turn our right. On the other 
hand, it was liable to the disadvantages always attaching to a fixed 
position, that it must receive a concentrated fire from many points, 
added to which the formation of the ground at the top of the hill was 
such as not to afford much protection to men and hardly any to the 
horses. It was of course a position of great importance, and it being 
specially necessary that its batteries should be able to open an effective 
fire .upon the enemy's infantry in the plain below, should they en- 
deavor to move down the river to threaten or turn our right, I directed 
Lieutenant Colonel Walker to keep his guns concealed as well as he 
could, and not to allow himself to be drawn into an artillery duel, but, 
disregarding the fire of the enemy's batteries, to reserve his own for 
their infantry when it should come within -effective range. On the 
left of our line were posted twenty-one guns, as follows : Just at 
Bernard's cabins and to their left, nine guns, consisting of six rifles, 
two Napoleons and one six-pounder, of the batteries of Captains Da- 
vidson, Raine, Caskie and Braxton, all under the immediate direc- 
tion of Captain Davidson. Some two hundred yards in^ront of these, 
to their right and beyond the railroad, were placed twelve guns, con- 
sisting of six rifles, three Napoleons and three six-pounders, from the 
batteries of Captains Carpenter, Wooding and Braxton, all under the 
immediate command of Captain J. B. Brockenbrough. Captain Car- 
penter'g battery was commanded by Lieutenant McKendree. From 
the first was evident, that the enemy's* attack might be expected 
upon our centre, where the heights on our right descended to a level 
with the plain, and a point of woods running out into the field offered 
them early and good shelter, or that they would endeavor to turn our 
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right. A considerable artillery force wa3 lield ready to meet this 
latter contingency by moving out and taking position in the fields to 
pur right, st) as to cross its (ire with the batteries of Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Walker. The centre of the line was our weakest point, sinco 
Lieutenant Colonel Walkers guns could not oblique their fire to the 
left sufficiently to hope to prevent the enemy's seizing the point of 
woods referred to, at the distance at which it was. The batteries near 
Bernard's cabins more directly controlled this point, but only by a 
quite oblique fire to the right. So that there was some eight hun- 
dred or a thousand yards of our front, near the centre, undefended by 
a direct artillery fire to the front. I examined the ground carefully 
in the woods behind- this point, in hopes of being able to establish bat- 
teries of howitzers, which, by a canister fire, might soon chock the 
enemy's infantry in their advance through the woods. But I found 
the ground unfavorable, being intersected by a deep ravine, and the 
undergrowth so thick as to require more time to clear it away than 
we had before the action began. The instructions given to Captains 
Brockenbrough and Davidson were to reserve their fire for the ene- 
my's infantry at close range, and not to engage his batteries unless 
he advanced them to the support of his infantry, and then they were 
to concentrate their fire on the advancing battery, and not to fall 
back from their position so long as our infantry supported them. 
The enemy opened the attack by the fire of some twenty-five or thirty 
guns directed upon Lieutenant Colonel Walker's position, and from 
about sixteen guns (afterwards increased to twenty-four) upon our 
batteries at and near, Bernard's cabins. The officers in charge of 
these batteries obeyed their orders, and, the enemy's fire not being 
replied to, he advanced his skirmishers in very fieavy line upon the 
points occupied by the commands of Captains Brockenbrough and 
Davidson, These were soon driven oft* by canister, and the exact 
positions of our batteries being thus disclosed to the enemy, he 
directed a heavy artillery fire, upon them, and advanced one of his 
batteries near a chimney in the centre of the plain. This fire was 
replied to by our batteries, and soon two of the enemy's batteries 
were withdrawn, and their places supplied by others of longer rauge. 
About this time two of our rifle guns, belonging to Captains Wooding's 
and Caskie's batteries, wore disabled, by their axles breaking from 
the. recoil of the gun, and had to be withdrawn. All this time the 
enemy's sharpshooters annoyed us greatly, working around to the 
right of Captain Brockenbrough's position whenever driven from his 
front, and pe^inaciously readvancing whenever they could, under the 
shelter of their artillery fire. Though they were once or twice re- 
pelled by canister, when advancing imprudently, they were S3 well 
protected by the accidents of the ground, and so feebly opposed by 
our own sharpshooters, that they could not be entirely dislodged, 
and caused heavy loss in our batteries, both among men and horses. 
Captain Brockenbrough was wounded while gallantly discharging his 
duty, and Captain Wooding badly shot while acting as gunner to one 
of his pieoes. Being badly supported by the infantry in their rear, 
after severe losses in officers, men and horses, the batteries of Captain 



Brcckenbrough'3 command were withdrawn, as they would have been 
lost so soon is the enemy seized the point of woods to their right and 
rear, as they did. The ammunition in Captain Raine's battery (com- 
manded by 'Lieutenant Statham) was so defective (from the bad fuzes, I 
think) that, none of its shell bursting, it was withdrawn, and its 
place supplied by the Chesapeake artillery, of three guns, Lieutenant 
Plater comrnandmg, while a section of Captain Latimer's battery, un- 
der his own charge, was sent still further to the front and left. These 
litter pieces were excellently managed, and, though losing heavily 
from the enemy's sharpshooters, drove back their lines with canister, 
and caused them great loss by an uncommonly accurate and rapid 
shell fire, as they were driven back by General Law's brigade, in their 
attempted advance. Lieutenant McKendree, of Carpenter's battery, 
exhibited noticeable resolution and composure in managing his bat- 
tery. On the right the enemy, after furiously cannonading Lieuten^ 
ant Colonel Walker's position till they imagined his batteries crip- 
pled, advanced their infantry. One body moved towards the point of 
woods in our centre, and the other with its front parallel to the road 
from Hamilton's Crossing to the river road. When 3istant about 
eight hundred yards,- Lieutenant Colonel Walker's batteries opened 
upon them with great effect, and, at the same time, fifteen guns, com- 
posed of sections from the batteries of Captain Poague, (Lieutenant 
A. Graham, commanding,) Captain Watson, Captain Smith, Captain 
Garber, one gun of Captain Dance's battery, and the Louisiana 
Guard battery, three *guns, were thrown into position in the plain to 
our right, so as to cross their fire with that of the guns of Lieutenant 
Colonel Walker, being specially designed to check the advance, of the 
enemy towards the road from Hamilton's Crossing to the river road. 
These pieces were under the immediate command of Major Pelham, 
and were admirably managed and bravely fought, and perfectly 
accomplished their pbject. All these batteries did not go in at once, 
but were added as the weight of the enemy's fire seemed to require it. 
Towards the close of the day, as the enemv's infantry — driven from 
the woods by our own — fell back in confusion across the plain under 
the severe and accurate fire of the guns of Lieutenant Colonel Walker 
and Major Pelham, some of the batteries of Lieutenant Colonel Walker's 
command, being short of ammunition, and the men exhausted from 
working with diminished-numbers, weie relieved by a section of Lusk*s 
battery, Lieut. Dowell commanding, and a portion of the corps re'serve, 
under Colonel J. Thompson Brown. I shall have te refer you to this, 
officer's report as to what batteries they were, as I knew* but one cf 
them — Captain Poague's. They went in under a heavy fire, and, 
though suffering much, were bravely fought. Some guns of Major 
General D. H. Hill's division artillery were put in at this time on our 
right, by his chief of artillery, Major Thomas H. Carter. As these 
batteries were unknown to me through their officers, I shall have to 
refer you to that officer's report as to. which they were. They moved 
up with the rest, under heavy fire, and were well served. 

It would perhaps be invidious to attempt to discriminate among 
officers and men, where there were so many fine examples of courage 
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and devotion ; and I fear I may have already done injustica m men- 
tioning some to tho exclusion of others, but I trust the reports of 
other officers will set it all right. I beg, however, to call your special 
attention to the valuable and gallant services of Lieutenant Colonel 
Walker and Major Pel ham. T»he position .in which Colonel Walker 
was placed was peculiarly trying, from lite being required to endure, 
for a long time, a very heavy fire without replying to it. Colonel J. 
Thompson Brown, commanding the corps reserve, also displayed no- 
ticeable coolness and judgment in taking his guns in to relieve Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Walker under a severe fire. 

We lost no pieces ; nor did we capture any. Lieutenant Plater 
had a gun disabled and a limber exploded. Lieutenant Colonel 
Walker had a gun disabled and a caisson and limber exploded, and 
Colonel Brown a gun disabled, as also did the Louisiana Guard bat- 
tery. No carriages or parts of carriages were lost by us. The dis- 
abled guns were of course brought off. The loss in horses, and the 
nature of the ground, together with the position of the enemy's batteries 
and their numbers, effectively prevented any advance of our batteries 
as their infantry fell back, and before fresh batteries could get in their 
line was reformed near the river road, and it was nearly night. 

I cannot close this report without calling your attention to the 
great defect in the ammunition we used, by which few of our shells 
burst. My own observation entirely confirmed the- numerous com- 
plaints made to me from the batteries. Much, if not most, of this 
difficulty is, I am satisfied, justly attributable to the fuzes. 
I iiave .the honor to remain, * , 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. CRUTCHFIELD, 
Colonel and Chief of Artillery Second Corps. 



EEPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL ALEXANDER. ' 

Headquarters Artillery Reserve Battalion, ) 

. December 20, 1862. } 

To Major G. M. Sorrell, 

Adjutant General first Corps : 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of the artillery battalion under my command during the 
recent hostilities : 

At dawn, on the 11th instant, on the firing of the signal guns, I 
moved from camp and posted Captain Rhett's heavy battery in pits 
which he had prepared gn the hill south of the plank road, overlook- 
ing the entire country in front tmd the opposite bank of the river, at 
a distance of cne mile and a-half. Captain Barker's two rifles were 
placed in pits which he had built near Stansbury's house, command- 
ing the entire flats in front and the opposite bank of the river. His 
howitzers were concealed behind Stansbury's house, in most admirable 
positions for opposing any advance of the enemy on the north of the 
town. The batteries maintained these positions during the whole 
occupation of the city by the enemy. The batteries of Captains^ 
Jordan, Moody and Woolfolk were held concealed in rear of the 
plateau, back of Stansbury's house, ready to move out upon it, at the 
appearance of the enemy's infantry, or to any other point of our line 
needing reinforcements. The cannoneers of Captain Jordan's and 
Woolfolk's batteries were meanwhile employed, concealed by the mist, 
in making small pits on the most favorable points of the plateau, and 
eventually finished eight, in addition to those already there, which 
would have cost the enemy severely, had he attempted any advance, 
north of the town. This disposition of my batteries remained 
unchanged during the llth and 12th. On the 12th, our infantry 
having evacuated the town. Captain Rhett's and Captain Parker's bat- 
teries opened their rifles occasionally at the position of the principal 
pontoon bridges of the enemy, Captain Rhett also enfilading two of 
the principal streets. These fires invariably elicited prompt and 
heavy responses from the enemy, from which, however, our pits saved 
us nearly all damage. On the morning of the 13th, this firing was 
continued, aided by three twelve-pounder guns of Captain Moody's 
battery, in a new position north of the plank road, opposite Captain 
Rhett, whence the. street leading to the pontoon bridge could be enfi- 
laded. This latter fire at once attracted a reply from every battery 
of the enemy's in reach, and caused us slight loss. Captain Moody, 
however, still held the position, sheltering his men when not firing. 
The enemy shelled this position not only all day, but every day of 
their occupation of the city afterwards, whence I infer that our fire must 
have caused them much annoyance. I afterwards made pits in this posi- 
tion for guns, with Captains Moody's and Rhett's cannoneers, but they 
were only completed on the morning of the enemy's evacuation. At 
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twenty minutes to four, P. M., of the 13th, I received an order to 
relieve the Washington artillery on Marye's Hill, their ammunition 
beiiig nearly exhausted. I at once hastened there, with Captain 
Woolfolk's battery, Captain Moody's twelve-pounder guns, and two 
guiis of Captain- Jordan's battery, and occupied the pits under a heavy 
fire, which caused three-fourths of my entire loss, while galloping up. 
The enemy were already within three hundred yards, and seeing the 
Washington artillery leave, after so protracted and gallant a defence, 
cheered and pressed on heavily, aidea by three batteries, which opened 
from the edge of the town, and their line of heavy guns on the oppo- 
site bank. Disregarding the latter, we poured a rapid and murderous 
fire on the former and their advancing infantry, under which, and the 
accurate aim of our veteran infantry beneath us, they were soon 
driven to shelter behind the houses of the town. . About dark the 
remaining section of Captain Jordan's battejry was brought up, one 
gun replacing a damaged gun of Captain Maurin's in a pit left of the 
plank road, and the otker remaining near, under the control of Gene^ 
ral Ransom, for any emergency. About seven, P. M v the enemy, 
said to have been Sykes\division of regulars, again advanced, under 
cover of darkness, until opened on by our infantry below. ' My guns 
opened with canister and case shot at the flashes of their muskets, 
and this, their last repulse, was said to have been the bloodiest. At 
dawn on the 14th my only remaining guns in reserve, Moody's two 
twenty-four-pounder howjtzers and one rifle of Captain Jordan's, 
relieved the remainder of Captain Maurin's battery in the pits left of 
the plank road ; and two twelve-pounder guus of Moody's and two six- 
pounder guns of Captain Woolfolk's were relieved by brigade batte- 
ries, being out of ammunition. On the 14th we fired but few shot, 
and only at bodies of the enemy's infantry, being compelled to econo- 
mise ammunition. On the night of the 14th Captain Parker discov- 
ered a position enfilading the canal valley, in front of the town, and 
two pits were constructed at it ; which I occupied before day with 
Moody's twelve-pounder guns. When the fog lifted, the reserves of 
the enemy's pickets could be seen lying flat on their faces in the val- 
ley ; in the language of General Burnside, " holding the first ridge." 
A few well directed shots by Captain Moody soon, however, broke this 
hold, and all who could not find fresh shelter fled in confusion to the 
•city, under the fire of our sharpshooters and several guns immediately 
in their rear. This, with a single shot in the brick tannery, broke up 
entirely the annoying fire of sharpshooters, under which we suffered 
considerably the day before ; and for the rest of the day we worked 
openly in our pits, and fired at all bodies of infantry appearing in 
town, unannoyed. That night the town was evacuated. My especial 
thanks are due to Major J. R. C. Lewis, for his cool and efficient 
.co-operation in the execution of all orders. The left of our line of 
batteries was under his special supervision for the last two days. I 
desire also to express here my high appreciation of the gallantry and 
efficiency of Captains Jordan, Rhett, Moody, Woolfolk and Parker, 
before attested on many a hard fought field and fully corroborated on 
this. Captain Eubank, with the remaining battery of my bat- , 
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talion, is atisent on detached service. Dr. Gray, surgeon, Captain 
Franklin, quartermaster, and Lieutenant Vaughan, commissary, man- 
aged their respective departments to my entbe satisfaction My ad- 
jutant, Lieutenant T. Henderson Smith, carried and executed my 
orders, under all circumstances, with coolness and judgment. My 
especial thanks are also due to C S. Cadet Joseph C. Haskell, of South 
Carolina, who volunteered me his services, and rendered me indispen- 
sable assistance in the supervision of so extensive a command. I beg 
leave to recommend him to the War Department for promotion. 
Lieutenants Gillen, Wilson, Burroughs, Terrill and Woolfolk are 
mentioned in high terms by their captains, as are also Sergeant Cisco, 
of Moody's, and Private England, .of Woolfolk's battery. The latter, 
unfortunately, was killed. I was personally impressed with the bear- 
ing of Lieutenant J. Donnell Smith, of Jordan's battery, commanding 
a section in the attack on the evening of the 13th. Corporal Lock- 
wood, of his company, a most gallant soldier, whom I also noticed 
particularly, was wounded, I fear mortally, in the night attack. Our. 
entire loss was one killed, ten wounded, and fifteen horses. One 
thousand and eighty rounds -of ammunition were 'expended. 

I am, Major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. P. ALEXANDER, 
Lieutenant Colonel co?nnia/iding Battalion, 
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REPORT OF COLONEL HUMPHRIES. 

Headquarters Twenty-First Mississippi Regiment, > 

December 17, 1862. J 

To William Barksdale, i 

Brigadier General commanding Third Brigade : 

General : As soon as the signal guns, on the morning of the 
11th instant, announced the advance of the enemy, I moved the 
twenty-first regiment from camp, and arrived at the market-house in 
Fredericksburg at day-dawn, when, in obedience to your orders, I 
detached the right wing, under Major Moody, to go to the support of 
Captain Govan, of the seventeenth regiment, who was guarding the 
wharf on the Rappahannock, and then engaged with the enemy. I 
saw no more of that portion of the regiment during the day, and re- 
spectfully refer you to Major Moody's report of his operations. The 
left wing I held in reserve at the market-house, with instructions to 
support Lieut. Col. Fizer, of the seventeenth regiment, at the upper 
pon-toon, constructed by the enemy, or Captain Govan, if needed. 

About one o'clock, I was ordered to go to the relief of Colonel Fi- 
xer, but, owing to a mistake of my guide as to the position of Colonel 
Fizer I was conducted several hundred yards above to a very* exposed 
position, from which the enemy forced me to retire, by a heavy fire 
from their artillery. I returned to the market-house, and received or- 
ders to advance to the river and resist any advance of the enemy, 
who had then succeeded in forcing a passage of the river, and were 
engaged with Lieutenant Colonel Fizer and Colonel Carter, of the 
nineteenth regiment. I detached Captain Renfoe, with his company, 
to the foot of William street, and Captain Green, with his company, 
to the foot of the street leading from the Episcopal church, and placed 
Captains Stamps, Sims and Gibson, with their companies, on Main 
street. By this time it was dark. Captain Green discovered the en- 
emy advancing slowly down the river bank and immediately opened 
fire upon him, and stubbornly resisted until, stricken down by aminie 
ball, his company fell back, bearing his body with them. The enemy 
pursuing, charged up the street. Captains Stamps, Sims anil Gibson 
opened a galling fire upon him and drove him off the streets, up to- 
wards the pontoon bridge, and held him in check until about seven 
o'clock, when I was ordered to withdraw my troops from the city, and 
form a line of battle at the foot of the hill, on the telegraph road, 
where I remained until I was relieved by the gallant and lamented 
General Cobb, when I moved back to camp. 

During the whole day we were exposed to a heavy fire from the en- 
emy's batteries, posted on the opposite heights, sheltering ourselves 
as we could behind houses, fences, etc. 

The officers and men obeyed every order with promptness and alac- 
rity, and maintained every position with a promptness and constancy 
worthy of all praise. 
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.The twenty-first regiment lost, daring the day, eight killed t twenty ^ 
five mounded and thirteen missing. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ' 

BENJAMIN G. HUMPHRIES, 
Colond commanding %lst Regiment Mississippi Vdunietrs. 



REPORT OF COLONEL CABELL. 



Camp near Fredericksburg, Virginia, ) 
December 25, 18C2. ( 

Major James M, Goggjn, A. A. G. : 

Majoti : In conformity with instructions, I have the honor to sub- 
mit the following report of the conduct and services of the astiilery, 
placed under my command, during the recent engagement: 

The division of Major General McLaws arriving here at the head, 
of the column on Thursday, the 20th, by a rapid movement, to inter- 
cept the threatened advance of the enemy at Fredericksburg, it, 
devolved upon me, under the direction of Major General McLxws, to 
place the artillery in position and prepare for their attack. It had 
been represented that the hills of the Stafford side of the Ilappihan- 
nock completely commanded the heights on this side. This was 
apparently the case on the first view of the position, the upper range 
of hills being then covered with forest. Anticipating that the enemy, 
who were in large force on the opposite side of the river, would im- 
mediately attempt to force the passage of the river, preparaiions were 
at once made for resistance. However, the enemy not attempting a 
passage then, in a very short tim«e the whole' scheme of defence was 
arranged About a mile above Fredericksburg, at Dr. John R. Tay- 
lor's residence, the land rises abruptly from the river to great eleva- 
tion to the upper heights. Thesa upper heights, however, rapidly 
recede from the river bank and then take a course nearly parallel 
with, but at considerable distance from the river. These hills, shortly 
below the right'of the position of this division, rapidly diminish 
until near Hamilton's Crossing, where they have very inconsiderable 
elevation. The hills on the other side are much nearer the river. 
This gave the enemy great advantage in an attempt to cross the river, 
and in shelling his troops after they passed over. On our right, and 
shortly below Fredericksburg, their whole army could, and a large* 
portiou of it did, deploy on this side of the river in almost perfect 
pecurity from our artillery. At the same time, being under the cover 
of their artillery on the Stafford side of the river, they we%3 nearly 
as secure from an attack by our infantry. A knowledge of this fact, 
probably induced General Burnside to cross the river, and his boast; 
that, after the fight of Saturday, he remained two days in the plain, 
waiting and inviting an attack from us, is simply ridiculous. Buz 
near Dr. Taylor's house, where the upper heights commence to recede 
from the river, a lower range of hills commences, which, though also 
receding. from, keeps much nearer the river. This lower range of 
hills terminates abruptly with Marye's Hill, immediately in rear of 
the town of Fredericksburg — the hill then having almost the appear- 
ance of a promontory, the low grounds extending about eight hundred 
jards back to the base of the upper heights. This lower range ol 
Jrills is much lower than the hills on the Stafford side of the river, 
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and is commanded by the enemy's artillery. The position of our ar- 
tillery and infantry, made by Major General MeLaws, was certainly 
most happy to countervail the disadvantages of our position. While 
the whole line was under my direction, I had recommended that 
short-range guns should be placed on the declivity on each side of 
Marye's house, between the bouse and the stone wall, where our in- 
fantry were drawn up during the battle. I had recommended this, in 
addition to the guns on the crest of the hill, in order to sweep the 
plain in front. The impossibility of giving guns on the crest of aa 
abrupt hill sufficient depression gives great advantages to a column 
of infantry, who, by making a rapid charg^ soon find themselves 
completely protected from the artillery on the hills. I had also re- 
commended that guns should be placed on the northern side of the 
plank r6ad, on the hills that sweep-towards the upper part of Frede- 
ricksburg, as if for its protection. These positions would have given 
a complete enfilading fire upon the enemy advancing upon Marye's 
Hill, and also upon their forces massed in front of, but protected by 
the conformation of the ground from the fire or even sight of the 
gunners on the crest of the hill. These dispositions, for some reasons, 
were no't made. Had they beei\ made, the repulse would have beea 
even more signal and the victory even more complete than we ob- 
tained. It is but an act of simple justice to Major Greneral McLawd 
to say that the disposition of the artillery, in other respects, was 
such as he had chosen. During the whole of Thursday, the llth of 
December, not a gun was fired by our batteries, and our cannoneers 
etood quiet spectators of the enemy's attempt to cross the river. The 
enemy's cannon was. firing almost incessantly, and their shell fre- 
quently fell near our batteries. The next day, Friday, upon the 
uplifting of the fog, disclosed to our view the larger portion of the 
whole force of the enemy upon this side of the river. On the right 
of my position a battery of light artillery was discovered, in position. 
A few well directed shots from our batteries caused this battery 
quickly to retire to a position still further to the right. The first 
position of this battery, if retained, would have been very annoying 
to our troops, who were drawn up under the cover of the woods and 
in convenient range of its guns.. This battery then took position on 
the other side of Deep creek, alongside of several other batteries, 
but its effectiveness was nearly destroyed by its compelled removal of 
position. 

Every battery officer received the instruction that he was to fire 
with great deliberation, and to fire only upon large bodies of troope. 
Of course, some discretion was allowed to every officer, and I am 
happy to be able to state that that discretion was generally well ex- 
ercised. And one of the best proofs of the effectiveness of our firs 
was afforded by their turning their guns upon us. 

In front of my position the low grounds extended in an apparent 
plain from the base of the hill to the river bank. Through these low 
grounds the Richmond and Fredericksburg railroad and the river 
road pass. Though apparently a plain, there are many inequalities 
of the ground, which, with these roads, enabled the enemy to mask 
35 
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his approach. * All but five of our batteries were so placed as to com- 
mand not only the approach of the enemy on our right, but also the 
telegraph road and the abandoned railroad, called the Fredericksburg 
and Gordonsville railroad. The guns back of Howison's house, be- 
sides this, commanded the left of the telegraph road, and enabled U3 
to give an oblique and almost enfilading fire upon the enemy advanc- 
ing from the various streets in Fredericksburg, and whoVere drawn 
up under the protection of the inequalities^ the ground in front of 
Marye's Hill. The main battle on the left was fought to obtain this 
hill. Between this hill and the town of Fredericksburg, it is said, 
the Rappahannock forfherly flowed. The conformation of the ground, 
therefore, enabled the enemy to mask their troops so as to be out of 
view of our infantry, in position at the foot of Marye's Hill, and even 
from our artillery on the hill itself. My position enabled me to ob- 
serve the enemy's left flank, upon which our guns opened a most de- 
structive fire. It w r as easy to perceive, from previous knowledge of 
the ground and the location of their left flank, where their troops 
were massed, and our batteries, having an almost enfilading fire, opened 
upon them. Through the valley in front of Marye's Hill a sluice for 
the waste waters of the canal passes. There is no passage fo* the en- 
emy's troops between the road immediately in front of Marye's house 
'and the road leading directly from the telegraph road to the depot of 
the Richmond and Fredericksburg railroad. The approach by this 
latter jroad was completely commanded by our guns. Several times 
their advance was repulsed by the well-directed fire of our batteries. 

Over a whole brigade was displaced and scattered in confusion to 
the rear. Once they made for the railroad cut, .and several shell from 
our batteries exploded amongst them before they could escape from 
it. Once they charged by attempting to cross the cut, running down 
one side and up the other ; and again they attempted to escape in the 
game manner. But on each occasion a murderous fire from our bat- 
teries caused them to retire precipitately. 

I am confident that not only upon the approach and the successive 
repulses of the enemy was the fire of our batteries most efficacious, 
but that also it did great execution upon the masses of the enemy in 
front of Marye's Hill. 

It may be proper, also, to state another fact in connection with the 
topography of the battle-field. The right of Marye's Hill terminates 
almost precipitously. The telegraph road passes on the right 
of the hill and then turns almost directly at right angles at the 
foot and in front of the hill. The railroad cut and embankment 
would have enabled the enemy to come in almost perfect security 
within a short distance of the right flank of our troops, drawn up be- 
hind the stone wall on the telegraph road, and, by a rapid charge, to 
have our troops at the most serious disadvantage. Their advance 
could not have been effectively checked by the artillery on Marye's 
Hill, owing to the conformation of the ground. 

It is due to the brave and skillful officers and cannoneers to say, 
that their cool, well-directed and most efficient fire not only aided ma- 
terially in repulsing the direct attack on Marye's Hill, but in pre- 
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venting the right flank of this position being turned by the enemy. 
While saying this, however, I wish to give all due praise to the gal- 
lant artillery corps who occupied so successfully the crest of Marye's 
Hill. I have been thus diffuse in describing the topography of the bat- 
tle field-, as I think it due to our troops, both infantry and artillery, that 
the fact should be known, that not to the natural strength of our po- 
sition, but to the skill and generalship of our leaders, and the gal- 
lantry, courage, and well-directed aim of our cannoneers and infantry, 
are we indebted for our most brilliant victory. 

Forty-eight guns were placed under my charge during the engage- 
ment : Captain Reid's battery, three guns occupied, the position im- 
mediately to the right of the telegraph road. Next to this battery, 
one of the thirty-pounder Parrott guns (Richmond manufactory) was 
placed. It was replaced by a Whitworth gun of Captain Love's bat- 
tery. Next on the right, and on the hill back of Howison's house, 
and in the following order were placed two six-pounder smooth-bore 
guns and two ten-pounder Parrotts, under the command of Captain 
Macon, of the Richmond Fayette artillery/ The smoth-bore guns 
fired only round shot. Next, three pieces, Parrotts, of Captain R. 
L. Cooper's battery. This battery was withdrawn to another position^ 
and replaced by three pieces, one Parrott and two three-inch rifles, of 
Capt. Braifbh's battery. Next, two Parrotts of Capt. Coalter's battery, 
and one thirty-pounder Parrott, (Richmond manufactory.) This gun 
was commanded by Lieutenant Anderson, of Captain Ell's battery. 
Both of the Richmond guns did good service, but exploded during the- 
engagement. Next, one three-inch rifle, commanded by Lieutenant 
Taylor, of Captain Eubank's battery. Next, one ten-pounder Par- 
rott, commanded by* Lieutenant Blunt of Captain Dearing's battery. 
Next, five pieces, under the command of Major S. P. Hamilton, con-- 
listing of two ten-pounder Parrotts, of first company Richmond how- 
itzers, Captain McCarthy, and three rifled guns of Captain Ross 1 
battery. Captain Mosely's battery, six pieces, had been placed in 
the rear of Marye's Hill, with a view to fire upon the enemy, in case • 
they succeeded in taking that position. This battery occupied a po- 
sition of danger and responsibility, and their courage and firmness, , 
under fire, were well exhibited. Of this battery, two men were wounded,, 
one horse killed, five public horses and Captain Mosely's horse 
wounded. 

Besides these, there were twelve short-range pieces, under com- 
mand of MajQr Nelson; two pieces of Captain McCarthy's battery, 
and three pieces of Captain Coalter's battery. These guns did not 
fire during the engagement. 

In the Yankee accounts of the battle, it is stated that about one- 
fifth of the killed and wounded were from the artillery. When it is 
recollected that this account takes in the losses on their left, where 
we nsed but littte artillery, it would seem probable that their propor- 
tion of losses from the artillery in the battle in front of Marye's Hill 
was much greater. *' 

I have the honor to be, Major, very respectfully, 

H. C. CABELL, 
Colonel and Chief of Artillery 9 Major Gen. McLaws* Div. 



REPORT OP CAPTAIN D. LANG, OF EIGHTH FLORIDA 

REGIMENT. 



Headquarters Eighth Florida Regiment, > 
December 16, 1862. J 

Major J. H. Whitner, 

Assistant Adjutant General of Perry's Brigade : ' 

Major : I have the honor to report that, in conformity with orders, 4 
I moved my command on the night of the 8th instant, above Freder- 
icksburg, near the canol, and relieved the twelfth Mississippi regiment, 
then on duty as a reserve force for the support of our pickets. 

On the morning of the 1 1th instant, at about five o'clock, I received 
orders to report with my command at once, at the market house, to 
Brigadier General Barksdale. Before reaching the above place, I was 
intercepted by General Barksdale and ordered to a point on the river 
forming the site of the old ferry, and instructed to confer with Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Fizer, commanding seventeenth Mississippi regiment; 
as to the best manner of disposing of my force to prevent,the enemy 
from effecting a crossing. I was informed by General Barksdale that 
the enemy were attempting another crossing below the city, and, as 
the ford at that point was weak, I was to send three companies of my 
command to strengthen the same. I immediately placed companies A, 
F, and D, under command of Captain Boyd, with instructions in con- 
formity with the above. I then formed the remaining companies in 
line of battle, in such manner as would best command the crossing 
and afford a cover for my men. The enemy were seen on the opposite 
bank, drawn up in two lines of battle, and his pontooniers were busily 
engaged in constructing a bridge. It was understood between Colonel 
Fizer and myself — my command being in position — that he would open 
fire and I would continue the same. At about half past five, A. M., 
the pontooniers having advanced the bridge about two-thiids across the 
river, the seventeenth Mississippi opened fire, and my command at 
once did the same, with good effect, the enemy being compelled to 
abandon his work and flee to points of security. The force of the 
enemy supporting the pontooniers immediately opened a heavy fire 
with artillery and musketry, which was kept up almost continuously 
the whole day. Each attempt of the pontooniers to Continue their 
work was met by a well directed fire from my command. Four officers 
of my command and about twenty enlisted men were wounded, and 
seven killed, when I was borne from the field, having received a severe 
wound in the head. The command then devolved upon Captain Love, 
who maintained the position, though exposed to a galling fire of shell, 
shot, canister and musketry, until about four o'clock* P. M., when, m 
accordance with orders, he withdrew his force. I regret that the absence 
of Capt. Boyd, who, together with the three companies composing Ihis 
command, are misfcing, renders it impossible to give a report of the ser- 
vice performed by him. It is proper to remark that Captain Boyd 



549 



regarded the position entrusted to him as so exposed and admitting 
of so little means of escape, that he objected to occupying the same 
until the order was repeated. ^1 am pleased to say that my command 
behaved in a manner creditable to their State and the noble cause in 
which they were engaged. Below I furnish you with a list of the 
casualties of the eighth Florida regiment. 

Captain D. Lang, commanding regiment, seriously wounded in the 
head; Assistant Surgeon D. Hooper lost a leg. 

Company B — Privates T. M. Gray and J. N. Marshall, killed. 
First Lieiftenant Hector Bruce, wounded in neck, slight; corporal 
Charles McCall, head, severe; corporal T. HSrper, hand, slight ; pri- 
vates J. P. Bracewell, abdomen, serious ; George S. Lambert, J. F. 
Cox, J. R. Prevalt, slight; J. R. Green missing. 

Company A. — Sergeants J. N. Fielding, wounded, slightly; N. H. 
Allman, missing. Privates J. Bootright, F. Briant, G. W. Crawley, 
J. Driggers, D. Howlk, B. J. Redding, G. B. Ross and A. Williams, 
missing. 

o 

Company C. — Privates T. Saunder^and E. Curl, wounded, severe ; 
II. Daughtry, slight. 

Respectfully, 

D. LANG, 
Captain commanding Regiment. 
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REPORT OF CAPTAIN MAURIN. 

Camp near Dimman's Farm, ) 
December 18, 1862. > 

To General Perry : 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by my battery in the engagements before Fredericksburg : 

The signal gun fired Thursday morning, the 11th instant, found 
every man at his post. I had two sections of my battery on the 
field, the first commanded by Lieutenant Prosper Landry, and the 
other by Lieutenant Camille Mollere. The four first bastions, imme- 
diately on the left of the plank road, were the positions assigned and 
occupied. 

As soon as the fog", which cohered us until about nine p'clock, A. 
M., had disappeared, the enemy opened fire on me from his enormous 
field batteries and heavy guns on the opposite bank of the river, his 
shots falling around, some striking the works, but none doing any 
injury. This he repeated at intervals, each succeeding day, but with 
no better result for him, or none worse for me. According to orders, 
I withheld my fire until late in the evening, when the enemy came 
down to cross, but the increasing darkness preventing me from seeing 
the effects of my shots, I ceased firing. 

Friday morning a company of sharpshooters advanced on my left, 
but a few well directed shots from Mollere's section drove them back 
into the town. The enemy was now seen coming down in force from 
the opposite hills, in order to cross. The distance was rather too 
great for much accuracy, yet a shell from my ten-pound Parrott 
proved effective, bursting in the midst of an advancing column, caus- 
ing it to stagger, making some run, and sending the mounted officers 
to arrest the flight of the fugitives. That this shot effected more 
than a mere panic was attested a short time after by the arrival on 
that spot of four ambulances, which returned with their load of killed 
and wounded. 

Saturday morning, a column of the enemy being seen crossing 
the street of which the plank road is a prolongation, a few shots from 
the first piece forced it to take another line of march, behind the 
brow of the hills. But when his heavy columns debouched from the 
town and were marching across the valley, in linQ of battle, to attack 
our lines, the second and third pieces were the only guns that could 
be brought to bear on them, and so effectually did they do this that 
ihe enemy brought forward immediately, in front of the edge of the 
town, eight pieces, which opened on me so furiously that they suc- 
ceeded in diverting my fire, but not before I had fired more than two 
hundred rounds. Their shots were so well directed that I could only 
occasionally give a round to the infantry, whenever the opportunity 
occurred. What harm I did them their smoke, as well as mine, pre- 
vented me from seeing, yet I saw one shell burst fairly among one of 
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his detachments. A regiment now came forward to support them, 
which was driven back by Lieutenant Mollere's section. It was then 
that Captain Latrobe, of General Longstreet's staff, came and sug- 
gested the propriety of dislodging two or three regiments standing 
behind a steep hill, which not only protected, but also concealed them 
from our men, on whom they were evidently preparing to make a 
charge. But my ten-pound Parrott could not be brought to bear on 
them without taking it out of the bastion, and to do this were to meet 
almost certain death from the guns in front, which had by this time ob- 
tained a perfect range. However, the suggestion was no so&ner made 
than Lieutenant Landry ordered it out, and, together with Captain 
Latrobe, helped the men to pull and put it in position. It was scarcely 
out and not yet in position, when cannoneer Linopier fell dead, 
pierced to the heart by a piece of shell. The fate of their comrade 
seemed to inspire my men with renewed determination, and, un- 
daunted by the shots of the guns and bullets of the sharpshooters, 
which were flying thick and fast around them, they behaved with the 
calm courage which deserves the highest praise. The piece was 
loaded and fired with such precision that not one shot was lost, but 
every one telling with frightful effect. It was loaded for the fourth 
time and was ready to fire, when it was disabled by a shell, which 
broke a wheel and at the same time wounded three men, (Corporal 
Thomas Morelli, whose skill as gunner cannot be too highly prized ; 
and cannoneer Dernot Leblanc, whose foot has since been amputated, 
and P. Perey, severely wounded in three different places ) But the 
object was accomplished; some fled, some were killed, and the re- 
mainder dared not leave their cover. At night the broken wheel was 
replaced and the piece relieved. Of the first piece, cannoneers 
Adolphe Grilhe and F. Babin were wounded, the former severely and 
the latter slightly. Three horses were killed and two wounded. 

Nothing worth mentioning was done on Sunday. At night I was 
relieved by Captain Jordan, after having been in position since Sun- 
day night, the 1st instant. My third Bection, of six-pounder guns, 
was not engaged, but on Sunday night, the 14th instant, it was or- 
dered in front, where it is at present, occupying works on the left. 

Before closing this report, I can but render praise to Lieutenants 
Landry and Mollere, for their gallant conduct, and to my cannoneers 
and drivers. Casualties : one killed and five wounded ; three horses 
killed and two wounded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

V. MAURIN, 
Captain commanding Donaldsonville Artillery. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN E. TALIAFERRO. 



Headquarters McLaws' Division, Dec. 29, 1S62. 
Major J. M. Goggin, A. A. G. : 

; Major : I herewith transmit to you a report of the ordnance stores 
captured by this command in the recent battles around Fredericksburg : 
1,51)0 small arms; 200,1)00 rounds of small arm ammunition ; 400 
eetts of accoutrements; 300 hundred knapsacks; \45 cartridge 
boxes, extra. ; 695 rounds twelve-pounder shell and spherical case ; 
12U twelve-pounder shot; 240 rounds of Parrott shells, different 
calibres ; 200 three-inch shell, of various kinds. 

A considerable proportion of the shells, which were collected in the 
streets and houses, are somewhat damaged, but capable of being again 
rendered serviceable. The arms and accoutrements are, for the most 
part, in good condixion, and the small arm ammunition uninjured. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. TALIAFERRO, 
Captain and Ordnance Officer of Division, 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN LEWIS. 

Headquarters Lewis' Batterv, December 18, 1862. 

*% 

Brigadier General Wilcox, 

Commaiiding Brigade : 

General : I beg to submit the following report of the part taken 
by my battery in the battle fought before Fredericksburg : • 

I was placed in position on the hill immediately opposite the ford 
between Falmouth and Fredericksburg, on the night of the 23d of 
November, and commenced throwing up earthworks to protect the 
guns and cannoneers, which were completed before the enemy at- 
tempted to cross the river. 

On Thursday morning, the 1 1th of December, after the signal gun3 
were fired, we were at our guns, ready for action, and there remained, 
without firing a gun, until late in the evening, when 'I saw a column 
Of infantry (about two regiments) advancing to cross the upper pon- 
toon bridge, when I gave the command to commence firing. We 
fired rapidly for a short time, driving the second regiment back be- 
hind Lacy's house. 

A little later in the day we fired at some cavalry and artillery, 
which soon withdrew from sight. I could have fired much more, but 
my orders were very strict about wasting ammunition; and only fired 
when certain of doing them damage. We slept at our guns that night. 

On Friday, the 12th instant, we engaged at various times in firing 
at batteries crossing the river. About three o'clock, P. M.,a column 
of infantry (about a brigade) came in' sight. I opened on them im- 
mediately, throwing shell in the head of their column, scattering 
them and doing them much damage, causing them to change their 
course, and move back around Lacy's house. When we ceased firing, 
their ambulances came after the wounded. I could, with a glass, see 
many dead lying on the field after the ambulances had carried off the 
wounded. Later in the day I fired at some cavalry crossing the river 
at the ford. Again their ambulances were called into use. 

On Saturday, I fired on infantry, cavalry and artillery, whenever 
they came within easy range, with what effect I could not tell. 

On Sunday, *I only fired a few shots, at cavalry. Up to Sunday 
night, we fired about four hundred rounds, at which time I was re- 
lieved by a battery of smooth-bore guns, and moved back to the posi- 
tion formerly occupied by Captain* Woolfolk's battery, sinc$*which 
time wfr have remained quiet. 

I am happy to state that, although subjected to an enfilading fire 
of more than twenty guns, (and some of them %their heaviest,) our 
works, though frequently struck, were so strong that none passed 
through, but several passed over the top and through the embrasure 
into the pits. I lost none killed, and only two wounded — privates 
Hughes, in leg slightly, and Hailey, in head, from concussion. One 
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horse was slightly wounded. I think we could have done them much 
more damage but for defectiveness of ammunition, causing us to lay 
aside our former experience of artillerists. 
I have, General, the honor to be, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. W. LEWIS, 
Captain commanding Lewis* Light Artillery. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN GOVAN. 



Headquarters Company B, Seventeenth Mississippi Reg't, > 

December 31, 1862. ) 

Colonel Fizer,% 

Seventeenth Mississippi Regiment : 

Sir: The Florida companies that reported to me on the 11th in- 
stant were ordered into position on my right. The entire command, 
m my opinion, did not constitute forty men. They were ordered to 
conform to the movement of the command. The officers in command 
of said companies failed repeatedly to obey my commands, when ordered 
to fire on the bridge-builders ; and so silent was his command that I 
hardly knew he was in position. His excuse for not firing was that 
his position was too much exposed, and firing would draw the fire of 
artillery. I was informed that the officer was withdrawing his com- 
mand by two o'clock. I passed the order down the line to fall back, 
which was promptly obeyed. I am confident that if any were cap- 
tured it was from inefficiency, and from fear of being killed in the 
retreat. The position was held until sunset. 
• Very respectfully, 

A. R. GOVAN, Captain CompanSj B. 



REFORT OF COLONEL FIZER. 



Headquarters Seventeenth Mississippi Regiment, ) 
Near Fredericksburg, December 31, 1862. \ 

Lieutenant John A. Barksdale, 

A. A. A. General Third Brigade: 

Lieutenant : It becoming my duty to report to you the action of 
the eighth Florida regiment, commanded by Captain Lang, during the 
engagement at Fredericksburg, December li, 1862, 1 submit the 
following : 

About five o'clock, A. M., of the morning of the 11th, General 
Barksdale came to me, at the ferry near Commerce street, accompa- 
nied by a portion of the eighth Florida regiment, numbering about 
one hundred and fifty men, I suppose. He said to me, " assist Cap- 
tain tang, commanding, in putting his battalion in position," which I 
proceeded to do immediately, suggesting to Captain L. to place his 
battalion on my left, which could be in point-blank range of the 
enemy, above the bridge then being rapidly constructed by them — my 
regiment bearing on the front and from a point below. Such dispo- 
sition being made, we easily swept the enemy from their bridge, from 
above, *below and in front. The battalion did good service and acted 
gallantly while commanded by Captain L. He obeyed my sugges-^ 
tions with alacrity, and proved himself a worthy, gallant and efficient 
officer, but fell, severely wounded, about eleven o'clock, A. M., after 
which time I reeeived but little aid from the regiment, as it seemed 
troubled and in want of a commander. I am compelled to state that 
a certain lieutenant (his name I do not recollect) so far forgot himself 
as to draw his pistol and threaten to Jcill some of my sharpshooters if 
they fired again, as it would draw the enemy's firo on the position. 
As to the conduct of the portion of the, regiment sent to reinforce 
Captain Govan, I refer you to his enclosed report. 
Very respectfully, 

JOHN C. FIZER, 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding Seventeenth Mississijrpi RegH. 
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REPORT OF COLONEL FIZER. 

Headquarters Seventeenth Mississippi Regiment, > 
Near Fredericksburg, Va., Dec. 19, 1862. J 

To John R. Barksdale, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir : I have the honor of submitting the following report of the action 
of the seventeenth regiment Mississippi volunteers, while defending 
the passage of thfc Rappahannock, opposite the city of Fredericksburg, 
on the morning of the 11th December, 1862 : 

Being ordered to the city on picket duty on the 9th instant, I was 
ordered to dispose of my regiment so as to guard the river from the 
ferry to a point about three-quarters of a mile below. I promptly 
made such disposition as I thought would check the enemy, if he at- 
tempted to force a passage at or between either poifit indicated. The 
line of pickets consisted of two wings, the right commanded by Cap- 
tain A. G. Govan, and the left by Captain -A. J. Pulliam. The reserve 
I stationed at or near the market-house. About eleven o'clock, P. M., 
of the 10th instant, you ordered me to double my pickets, which was 
promptly done, by sanding to the right wing companies I and K, and 
to the left companies H and C; and, about four o'clock, A M^., of the 
11th instant, you, in person, ordered me with my reserve, consisting 
of companies D, E, G, and part of F, to repair at once to the upper 
ford, as the enemy were rapidly putting in their pontoons, preparatory 
to crossing. I reached the point as soon as possible, and, on getting 
there, found the enemy busily working on the bridge, having extend- 
ed it about thirty feet on the water. On reaching this point, I relieved 
Captain Pulliam and assumed cbmmand in person. You having left it 
discretionary with me when to begin the attack, I immediately made 
such disposition of the sev.en companies as I thought would be most 
effective. Knowing there were many families occupying the houses 
on the margin of the river, I deemed it proper to notify all the women 
and children of their danger, and give them time to get from under 
range of the enemy's guns. This being accomplished about five, A. 
M., I ordered my men to fire on the bridge builders, which they 
obeyed promptly and deliberately, and I think with stunning effect, 
the command being echoed by Captain Govan on the right, in the same 
manner and with equal effect, causing the enemy to throw down their 
implements and quit their work in great confusion. After which 
they immediately opened a heavy, galling and concentrated fire of 
musketry and artillery upon both wings for an hour, and, supposing 
they had driven us from our position, they again began their work on 
the bridges. But as soon as we discovered them at work we renewed 
the attack and drove them pell mell f rom the bridges. They made nine 
desperate attempts to finish their bridges, but were severely punished 
and promptly repulsed at every attempt. They used their artillery 
incessantly, with a heavy detachment of sharpshooters, for twelve hours, 
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we holding our position firmly the whole time until about half past 
four, P. M., when they increased their artillery and infantry, and 
their batteries becoming so numerous and concentrated, we could not 
use our rifles. Being deprived of all protection, we were compelled 
to fall back to Caroline street, and, from there, were ordered from 
town. Having to abandon my position (on tKe left) believing Captain 
Govan still holding the lower bridge, and knowing the enemy to have 
crossed, I immediately despatched a courier"to notify him to fall back, 
fearing he would be taken. He rendered me very valuable assistance, 
and held his position firmly and with great gallantry and unusual 
firmness, supported by a part of the gallant eighteenth Mississippi 
regiment, composed of companies A, I and K. Lieutenant Radcliff 
deserves special notice for his able assistance to Captain Govan. I 
call your attention especially to the gallant conduct of Lieutenant 
Ourster, commanding company F. Much credit is due to Lieutenant 
G. E. Thurmond, company B, acting adjutant, for .his promptness, 
coolness and efficiency in face of danger. Lieutenant Sweeney, of 
company D, des^ves much credit for promptness and efficiency. 
Captain G. R. Cnerry, with his gallant company, stood the shot and 
shell like veterans, as did, the commands of Captains Pulliam and 
Middleton and Lieutenants Patton and Lindly. I cannot close without 
according to Wm. C. Nelson, private of company G, the highest praise 
for his services as courier, bearing dispatches when shot and shell fell 
thickest and fastest. Much credit is also due to private C. H. John- 
son, company F, for his valuable services as courier. First Lieu- 
tenant Jonas B. Clayton, company G, quit his post, severely wounded, 
about three o'clock, P. M., after having done valuable service with his 
gallant company. Colonel Carter, of the thirteenth Mississippi regi- 
ment, furnished me with ten valuable sharpshooters, which rendered 
valuable service. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN C. FIZER, 
Lieut, Col. commanding 17 th regiment Mississippi vols. 

P. S. — The casualties in the regiment during the engagement were 
one hundred and sixteen killed, wounded and missing. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL RICE. 



Headquarters Third Battalion S. C. Infantry, / 
December 22, 1S<?2. i 

Captain: On Saturday morning, 13th instant, the third battalion, 
Kershaw's brigade, McLaws' division, South Carolina infantry, was 
ordered, by Brigadier General Kershaw to change position, from that 
first assigned to it, to the mill on the crest south of Fredericksburg, there 
to guard a gap in the railroad embankment and prevent its passage by 
enemy. The order was immediately executed, but the enemy failing 
to make his appearance at or near the gap, the battalion was not ac- 
tively engaged in the battle of the 13th instant. This position was 
held by the battalion until the night of the 16th instant, when it was 
ordered on picket >guard. On Saturday morning, while marching to 
the mill, private A. W. Anderson, company A, was severely wounded 
in the head by a shell from the enemy's guns. On Tuesday, the 16th 
instant, private Wesley Bryant, company E, was killed by a frag- 
ment of shell. 

The above report of the whereabouts of the third battalion South 
Carolina infantry, during the battle of the 13th instant, is respect- 
fully submitted. 

• Your obedient servant, 

W. G. RICE, 
Lieutenant Colonel Third Battalion South Carolina Infantry. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL BLAND. 



Headquarters Seventh South Carolina Regiment, > 
Camp near Fredericksburg, Va., Dec. 19, 1862.* \ 

Captain R. C. Holmes, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir: I have the honor to report that, upon hearing the signal 
guns, on the morning of the 11th instant, I formed my regiment, 
about four o'clock, and marched to the position assigned me in 
line, on the hill to the right of the telegraph road and left of Captain 
Read's battery. I deployed forward the flank companies, one hundred 
and fifty yards, to a ditch in rear of a field upon the edge of the open 
plain. This position we occupied during the bombardment of the 
city and crossing the river by the enemy. At seven o'clock, P, M., 
on the 12th, I received orders to occupy, with the regiment, the 
ground held by our line of skirmishers and open rifle-pits during the 
night, advancing my skirmishers in the open field in frojit. The 
rifle-pits were finished and occupied by eight o'clock, A. M., of the 
13ch, (Saturday.) About ten o'clock, A. M., the enemy advanced and 
attacked the position held by General Cobb's brigade, of which en- 
gagement we were q ct spectators, until one o'clock, *P. M., when 1 
received orders, with me other regiments of the brigade, to reinforce 
General Cobb. I mo. vd by the left flank, in rear of the third South 
Carolina regiment, d j n the telegraph road for one hundred and fifty 
yards, then filed to the left, across Hazel Run. up the bluff in rear of 
Colonel Walton's battery, to the hill in rear of Marye house, where 
I met Lieutenant Doby, of General Kershaw's staff, who ordered me 
to form the regiment in rear of Colonel Nance's third South Carolina, 
which was on the left and upon a line with the Marye's bouse. Im- 
mediately after I formed line, with the fifteenth South Carolina filed in 

f^y rear. At this time I lost several of my ofiicers and men wounded 
y fragments of shell; among them Captains Roper and Hudgens 
and Lieutenant Lovelace. In about three-quarters of an hour, 1 was 
called upon by the commanding officer of the fifteenth North Carolina 
regiment to reinforce him. I at once moved by the right flank into 
his position, which was to the right and front of the Marye house, 
my three left companies being in front of the house. The position was 
a good one, with the crest of the hill just in our front, at which point 
it descended rapidly towards the enemy. About seventy yards below, 
and in front of us, was the telegraph road, with a stone wall or fence 
on the enemy's side, behind which rested three regiments of Cobb's 
brigade, and the second and eighth South Carolina regiments, the two 
latter having just reinforced them. The knoll in my front rendered 
it impossible tor us to injure our friends, but placed us in fine range 
of our enemies. We would load and advance to fire, and then fall 
back to reload. My right flank was exposed, by a : slight depression 
in the hill, to an oblique fire from the enemy, which was taken ad- 
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vantage of. Hence the greater loss in the right wing. Wa continued 
in the engagement until night, when the final charge was made and 
the enemy repulsed. My officers and men behaved as become South 
Carolinians and soldiers of Kershaw's brigade. I received valuable 
assistance from Major J. S. Hard and Adjutant Carwill, of this regi- 
ment, and Lieutenant Doby, of General Kershaw's staff, whose gallant * 
conduct cannot be too highly spoken of. After night, I relieved, by 
order, Phillip's legion, of General Cobb's brigade, which was behind 
the stone fence before mentioned, in my late front. We held this 
position, with the wings doubled, occasionally exchanging shots with 
the enemy, until Tuesday morning, 10th instant, when I was ordered 
into the city on picket duty. We were relieved by one of General 
Barksdale's regiments, at seven o'clock, P. M., and marched backed 
to camp, having been absent six days and five nights. Drs. Shine 
2nd Carlisle displayed their usual skill and energy in caring for the 
mounded. My loss was four killed and fifty-seven wounded. Most of 
wounds are slight. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ELBERT BLAND, 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding Seventh South Carolina Regiment. 
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REPORT OF MAJOR MOODY. 



B, G. Humphreys, ♦ 

Colonel commanding Twenty-First Regiment Mississippi Voh, : 

Sir: In compliance with your order, on tBe morning of the 11th 
December, I took command of the right wing of the fourth regiment, 
composed of the following companies : company A, Lieutenant Wall- 
cott ; company C, Lieutenant Longsfield ; company H, Lieutenant 
Erien ; Company F, Captain Fitzgerald ; company G, Captain Dud- 
ley, and moved to the support of Captain Govan, of the seventeenth 
Mississippi regiment, who was holding the enemy in check at the 
bridge, at the lower portion of the town. Immediately upon arriving 
I ordered company G to his support, but found that he had all the 
men he could use to advantage. 

This wing remained in line in the road, about one hundred yards in 
the rear of Captain Govan's position, unprotected from A. M. to P. 
It. The dense fog, which had before concealed us from the enemy, 
t'aen cleared, and they concentrated their fire upon this wing. I iin- v 
mediately ordered the command to retire about three hundred yards, 
cut of range of the enemy's fire. About four, P. M., Captain Govan 
gant to me for assistance, I ordered forward companies C and F, which 
order was obeyed with promptness. In the meantime, Captain Govan 
received orders from General Barksdale to retire. I then took posi- 
tion pn the railroad, a short distance in the rear, leaving two compa- 
nies at the deep cut on the road, and the other three I stationed near 
the telegraph road, within supporting distance, and remained in this 
position until ordered by you, about ten, P. M., to return to camp. 
You, sir, have every reason to be proud of this wing. From six, A. 
M., to one, P. M., they were exposed to the hottest fire I ever wit- 
nessed, and I saw no disposition on the part of officers or men to move 
from their position until ordered. Captain Govan and the brave men 
cf his command are deserving of the highest praise. Up to the time 
he was ordered to leave his position, the enemy had not succeeded in 
laying a plank. Braver officers and men than Captain Govan and his 
command connot be found. The following is a correct list of the killed 
and wounded of the right wing : company A, one killed, two wounded-; 
company C, four wounded ; company H, six killed, three wounded ; 
company F, four wounded; company G, two killed, five wounded. 
Total, nine killed, eighteen wounded and three missing. 
I remain your obedient servant, 

D. W. MOODY, 
Major Tenty-First Regiment Mississippi Volunteers. 
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REPORT OF CAPTAIN NANCE, COMMANDING REGIMENT. 



Headquarters Third S. C. Regiment, > 
December 20, 1862. } 

Captain C. R. Holmes, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir : As senior officer in command of the third South Carolina re- 
giment, the duty devolves upon me to detail the operations of the- 
same in the recent engagement at Fredericksburg, Virginia. The 
regiment was aroused about five o'clock, A. M., on Thursday, the- 
1 Hh instant, by the firing of the signal guns, and soon afterwards a, 
courier from Brigadier General Kershaw notified the Colonel com- 
manding that the enemy were attempting to cross the Rappahannock 
river, opposite Fredericksburg, and ordered me to occupy its place m 
the line of battle, previously designated. Accordingly, the regiment 
was put in motion, and, about six o'clock, A. M., was put in po&itioifc 
en the hill on the right of the telegraph road, and on the left of Cap- 
tain Reid's battery, with |he seventh South Carolina volunteers, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Colonel Bland, on our right, and the second 
South Carolina volunteer regiment, commanded by Lieutenant John* 
D. Kennedy, on our left. Two companies of skirmishers (Captain 
Hance's company A, of rifles,) and Captain Nance's company E, rifles*, 
were deployed so as to cover the front of our regiment, and placed in 
the ditch at the foot of the hill, occupied by the regiments. The or- 
ders given these company commanders were to hold their positions as- 
long as possible, and, when compelled, to fall back upon the regiments, 

Thursday and Friday witnessed no advance by the enemy upon our 
immediate lines. On Friday night, the line of battle was changed 
from the top of the hill to its base, the regiments occupying the 
position previously held by the two companies of skirmishers. This 
position was strengthened, during the night, by digging pits and 
throwing up earthen breastworks. 

On Saturday morning, the 13th instant, the enemy opened fire 
upon the right and left of our lines, at about nine o'clock. About 
ten minutes before one o'clock, P. M., Colonel Nance received, an or- 
der from Brigadier General Kershaw to extend his lines so asio oc- 
cupy the works of tho second South Carolina regiment on our left:. 
This order was subsequently revoked upon the information that Col- 
onel Kennedy had left a company to do this. About fifteen minutes 
after two o'clock, P. M., a verbal order was extended by Brigadier 
Gieneral Kershaw, ordering Colonel Nance to move his command, by 
the way he would designate, to the support of Brigadier General T. 
R. R. Cobb's command. The regiment was accordingly moved down 
the earthworks into the telegraph road, then down the telegraph road 

near the mill on creek, and then up the newly made road, to the- 

top of the hill just in rear of the cemetery, and from that point across 
the field in the rear of Marye's house, where Brigadier General Ker- 
* shaw ordered, through Major Gaillard, of the second South Carolina 
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regiment, that the regiment should form inline of battle and advance 
on a line with the second South Carolina regiment. An order was 
received through Lieutenant A. E. Doby, aid-do- camp, to the effect 
that our right should rest upon Marye's house. Soon after, Lieuten- 
ant A. E. Doby, aid-de-camp, insisted that the enemy should not be 
allowed to gain possession of Marye's house, and although only six 
companies on the line, Colonel Nance promptly brought the line for- 
ward. As the regiment reached the position, on a line with the front 
of Marye's house, it was exposed to a most murderous fire frcm the 
enemy, plainly visible from that point. The line was ordered to move 
across the chain fence. Ttte remaining four companies had previ- 
ously joined the advancing line, and the ranks made complete. When 
the line reached the top cf the hill, the order to fire was given, and the 
effects must have been terrrible, as Che shots were delivered coolly and 
with an evident intention to kill. About this time, Colonel James 
D. Nance fell, wounded in the thigh. Not long afterwards, Lieuten- 
ant Colonel William D. Rutherford fell, shot through the right side, 
and not long afterwards, Major Robert C. Maffet was disabled by a 
ball through his arm. Here, too, Captain Rutherford P. Todd, who 
was acting as a field officer, was disabled by a ball in an artery of the 
right arm. Colonel James D. Nance, while lying down wounded, 
suggested to Captain William W. Hance, then commanding, that it 
would be better to moye the regiment back a few paces into a road, 
parallel to the line of battle, leading from the Marye house to a street 
on our left, perpendicular to our line of battle. Whilst occupying 
this position, a vigorous and well-directed fire was kept up on the va- 
rious lines, whenever they attempted to advance or exposed themselves. 
Sharpshooters, posted about the Marye house, dealt constant and well- 
directed fire upon the enemy. \ Captains William E. Hance and John 
C. Summer both fell, while in command of the regiment, the for- 
mer having his leg badly shattered ; the latter killed by a grape-shot 
through the head. The command then devolved upon myself, being the 
senior officer present. About six o'clock, P. M , Lieutenant A. E. Doby, 
aid-de-camp, delivered an order to move the regiment about a hun- 
dred yards beyond our position at the Marye house, and behind a 
stone fence, connecting with the left of the position of Phillips' le- 
gion. Soon afterwards an order came, through Capt. C. R. Holmes, 
assistant adjutant general, to throw forward skirmishers, covering the 
line of the regiment. Accordingly, First Lieutenant R. H. Wright, 
commanding company E, was sent forward, and, as his command drevf 
near some dwelling-houses, just in front of the regiment, he was fired 
upon by the enemy's sharpshooters, posted in the houses. Under 
these circumstances, and the further fact that night was upon us, the 
line of skirmishers were drawn back some considerable distance. 
About seven o'clock, Brigadier General Kemper, with two hundred 
and ninety men from his command, by the order of Major General 
Ransom, relieved this command of its position in the immediate front, 
and by the order of Brigadier General Kershaw, conveyed through 
Adjutant G. J. Pope, the regiment was moved back over the hill oc- 
cupied by our batteries, near the mill on the creek, where the 
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third South Carolina battalion, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel 
Rice, was posted, and there remained until the night of the 15th in- 
stant, when, under orders received from Brigadier General Kershaw, 
the regiment was marched back into its former camp. 

I cannot refrain from complimenting the command at the daunt- 
less spirit and bravery displayed thoughout by the officers and men. 
All seemed to realize the call made upon them, and none^ failed to re- 
spond. 

The fire the regiment was called upon to sustain was certainly not 
surpassed by that at Savage Station, Maryland Heights and Sharps* 
burg. The command suffered severely in killed and wounded, as the 
accompanying list will show. There were twenty-five killed and one 
hundred and forty-two wounded ; total loss, one hundred and sixty- 
seven. 

Strength — Thirty-six commissioned officers, three ^hundred and 
sixty-four enlisted men ; total, four hundred. 

Respectfully, 

J. K. NANCE, 
Captain commanding Thhd South Carolina Regiment. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL LUSE. 



Camp Barksdale's Brigade, > 
Near Fredericksburg,' Va., December 19, 1862.3 

General Barksdale : 

Sir : It becomes my duty to report to you the action of the eigh- 
teenth Mississippi regiment in the late battle of Fredericksburg : 

The night of the 10th instant the regiment picketed the river for 
about half a mile above, and a quarter of a mile below, the mouth of 
Deep Run ; that portion of the regiment not on post being encamped 
at Mrs. Ferneyhough's house, on the river road. About midnight I 
received orders from you to double my pickets, which was immedi- 
ately done. Between this time and daylight I received information 
from my pickets that the enemy were preparing to throw a pontoon 
bridge across the river, opposite the lower post, above the mouth of 
Deep Run. You, being present at the time, ordered me to send three 
companies to support Captain Govan, of the seventeenth Mississippi 
regiment, above, and to take the rest of my command to the river, to 
guard the point at which it was reported the enemy were construct- 
ing the bridge, opposite my line. This was done at once. I went 
myself to examine the movements of the enemy, and heard them 
throw in the first boat, about half an hour before day. Judging them 
to be within easy range of the mouth of Deep Run, I lined the banks 
with sharpshooters, in addition to the pickets. Their boats were 
thrown in with great rapidity from this time until daylight, when I 
discovered that the boats had been floated down the river several 
hundred yards, making the place of crossing below and out of range 
from Deep Run. 1 immediately ordered my two companies of sharp- 
shooters down to the crossing, to open fire on the enemy simultane- 
ously with the pickets in their front, and moved up with the rest of 
the regiment, getting in position and removing a paling fence just as 
the fire was opened in front. The enemy were driven from the 
bridge, and their supports on the opposite side of the river broke 
ranks and were with difficulty rallied. Having accomplished this, 
pickets were posted near enough to watch the further movement of 
the enemy, with two companies concealed very near the crossing to 
resist any further work on the bridge or attempt to cross it, one com- 
pany remaining on the upper side of Deep Run by your order. The 
remaining four companies of the regiment I placed in the ravine in 
front of the crossing, posting one where the river road crosses Deep 
Hun, tp guard the point against any sudden move of the enemy. The 
companies, thus stationed, remained in the position above described 
*intil about noon, when two regiments came to reinforce me, one 
forming on my right, the other on my left. The ground which three 
<of my companies occupied being embraced in the positions of the 
above mentioned regiments, I brought them in, and remained in posi- 
tion to resist the crossiog or advance of the enemy until half-past 
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three, P. M., when Colonel DeSaussurej commanding the reinforce- 
ments sent me, communicated to me an order from General Kershaw, 
to fall back to the river road, about one hundred and fifty yards to our 
rear, leaving one company, (C,) Captain CasselPs, in the ravine, with 
instructions to fire on the enemy as he advanced. This order was exe- 
cuted. The enemy crossed in our front between sundown and dark, 
and, advancing his skirmishers, encountered Captain CasselPs com- 
pany, who fired on them and retired, in obedience to their instructions. 

It is but just to stat^that all the above movements, after daylight, 
were performed under a destructive fire of the numerous guns of the 
enemy posted on the opposite side of the river, and that all the dan- 
gerous duties assigned them were performed, by officers and men, 
with the steadiness of veterans. 

I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. LUSE, 

Lieutenant Colonel commanding Eighteenth Mississippi Regiment. 



KEPOIiT OF CAPTAIN STACKHOUSE, COMMANDING 

REGIMENT/ 



Kegimental Quarters, Eighth South Carolina Regiment, > 

December 19, 1862. J 

Brigadier General Kershaw : 

General : In obedience to orders contained in circular of this 
•date, requiring the commanders of regiments, battalions and batte- 
ries to make reports - of the engagements of their commands in 
the late action in front of Fredericksburg, I submit the following 
report : 

On the morning of the 1 1th December instant, on hearing the sig- 
nal guns, I formed my regiment, and, in obedience to your orders, 
formed my command on your left, occupying a good position on the 
telegraph road, at the point where the open sands connect with the 
woods. 

I kept this position, with but little change, till one o'clock, P. M., 
on the 13th, when, in obedience to your order, I moved my command, 
left in front, following Colonel Kennedy's (second) regiment, by a 
tortuous and difficult way, to the open sand on Marye's Hill. As 
soon as we reached the open space on the hill, by order of Colonel 
Kennedy, I formed my command on his right. The two commands 
were then, by order of Col< nel Kennedy, moved rapidly to the front. 
On reaching the crest of the hill in front, (my right resting on a line 
with the cemetery,) we came to troops lying on the ground and firing 
to the front. Believing this to be a portion of General Cobb's brig- 
ade who had been driven from their position, I halted my command 
and went myself to the front, to get a view of the road in front of 
Marye's Hill. Finding General Cobb's brigade in position in the 
road, I caused my command to cease firing (they had, without orders, 
opened fire on the "advancing Yankee lines) and moved it rapidly to 
the road. I formed it on the twenty-fourth Georgia regiment, then 
in position behind the stone fence. Without much change, we kept 
this position till the evening of the 16th. By your order, I was 
permitted to form my command in four ranks on Colonel DeSaussure's 
(fifteenth) regiment, my right resting on the twenty-fourth Georgia 
regiment till the evening of the 14th, when that regiment was re- 
lieved by the tenth Georgia regiment of General Semmes' brigade. 

On the evening of the 13th, the enemy attempted several times to 
advance on our position, but succeeded only in reaching a defile, two 
hundred yards in front, which concealed them from view from our po- 
sition. Notwithstanding the long range, I believe we did the enemy 
much injury on his march to the defile above alluded to. 

On the 14th, we confined our fire to select parties of the enemy. 

On the 15th and 16th, I have Tittle of interest to record in con- 
nection with my command. 

I was much pleased with the conduct of my command. For casu- 
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alties, I beg leave to refer you to report made yesterday. Of th^ 
thirty- one killed and disabled, we lost twenty-eight in reaching our 
position. 

I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. T. STACKHOUSE, 
Captain commanding Eighth South Carolina Regiment. 



REPORT OF COLOKEL DeSAUSSURE. 



Headquarters Fifteenth Regiment South Carolina Vols., ) 

fiecember 20, 1862. J 

Captain C. R. Holmes, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir: In compliance with instructions from headquarters, I have the 
jionor to report that, on Saturday morning, the 11th instant, the 
fifteenth regiment South Carolina volunteers moved down the Bowling 
Green road to the support of the picket at the Ferneyhough farm, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Colonel Luse, eighteenth Mississippi, and was 
formed on the right, upon the edge of Deep Run, in front of the road, 
with the sixteenth Georgia, Colonel Bryan, on the left of Lieutenant 
Colonel Luse. The command remained in that position, with three 
companies thrown forward towards the river as skirmishers, until 
ordered to retire to the Bowling Green road by General Kershaw,, 
late in the day. The regiment remained on picket all night, until 
five o'clock, A. M., Friday morning, when, by order of Major General 
McLaws, it resumed its proper position in line. 

On Saturday, the 13th instant, the regiment marched off by the 
left flank, with the rest of the brigade, to the support of General 
Cobb's brigade, under Marye's Hill. Passing to the rear of the bat- 
teries, the regiment halted and lay down in line of battle, in rear of 
the Marye house, until, by an order extended through Assistant Ad- 
jutant General Holmes, it was marched across. the hill, under a heavy 
fire, to the rear of the cemetery, as a support to Colonel Walton's 
batteries. Later in the evening the regiment was marched down to 
the stone wall, on the road below Marye's Hill, to the support of the 
second South Carolina regiment, and there remained until the evacu- 
ation of the city of .Fredericksburg by the enemy, the night of the 
loth instant, 

The conduct of the officers and privates of the regiment throughout 
the entire five days, from the 11th to the 16th December, was such 
as to meet with my unqualified approbation. 

I would respectfully bring to the notice of the Brigadier General 
the services of the staff officers actually engaged : Adjutant James 
M. Davis, for the gallant and prompt execution of all orders extended 
by him ; Surgeon James and Assistant Surgeon Wallace, also the 
Rev. H. B. McCallum, chaplain of the regiment, for their skillful 
and assiduous attention to the wounded; and Ordnance Sergeant 
R. W. Boyd, for his prompt attention to the duties of his depart- 
ment. 

The regiment went into action with twenty-seven commissioned 
officers and three hundred and seventy-seven enlisted men ; and 
had two commissioned officers (Lieutenants Barron and Derrick) 



wounded, one sergeant and one private killed, and fifty- two en 
listed men wounded, of which a tabular statement has been here 
tofore furnished. 

Bespectfully submitted, 

W. D. DeSAUSSURE, 
Colonel Fifteenth Regiment South Carolina Vdunteers. 



REPORT OF COLONEL NANCE. 



Richmond, December 24, 1862. 

Captain C, R. Holmes, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir: Early in the morning of the 13th instant, I tock my position 
in line of battle just to the right of the telegraph road, as you ap- 
proach Fredericksburg, and immediately at the foot of the first range 
of hills from the river. Except some slight shelling, which annoyed us 
and wounded one or more of my men, nothing of special interest occurred 
to us until about two, P. M., when, by, command of Brigadier General 
Kershaw, I moved by the left, out of some breastworks which I had 
thrown up the night before, down the telegraph road five or six hun- 
dred yards, filed to the left, and, crossing the branch running by its 
side, took the road leading over the high hill on the left of the telegraph 
road, and into the open field behind Marye's house. When within 
five or six hundred yards of this house, Lieutenant Doby, A. D. C, 
delivered to me an order to form my regiment and move forward and 
occupy the crest of the hill at Marye's house, with my right resting 
at the house. I immediately began to close up my regiment to exe- 
cute the order, when Major Gaillard rode up, and, speaking for Briga- 
dier General Kershaw, extended substantially the same order ; and, 
at my request, gave me the direction of the crest which I was to oc- 
cupy, so that I could form parallel to it before advancing. The regi- 
ment was considerably strung out in the flank movement made in 
coming to this point, and while waiting for it to close up, Lieutenant 
Doby, A. D. C.,came to me, telling me to hurry up, and represented to 
me that Marye's house was in danger of being possessed by the eoemy. 
Seeing the iraportance.of the poiut, and thus having my fears for its 
safety excited, I advanced at once with that portion of my regiment 
which was formed, and left my adjutant, Lieutenant G. J. Pope, to 
bring the other companies forward, as soon as they formed. When 
we reached the neighborhood of Marye's house a severe fire was 
opened upon us ; but we steadily advanced to the crest of the hill, 
w^en my men laid down and opened fire on the enemy, who were in 
the flat in our front. By this time their fire was strongly directed 
against us. The other companies, of my regiment came up imme- 
diately after we became engaged. I went to the right to see that 
they were put in proper position, and was shot down, a minio ball 
entering my left thigh just to the right and above my knee, while dis- 
charging this duty. At that time I declined to be moved, but con- 
tinued to direct and encourage the men, who were already doing 
manfully. I soon saw, however, that we were too much exposed, and 
that we were contending at disadvantage, owing to the fact that we 
were engaged at a great distance and the enemy's guns were of su- 
perior range. Having been moved back to Marye's house, I sent 
word to the officer in command to withdraw far enough to get shelter 
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behind the crest of the hill, without retiring too far to deliver an 
effective fire. Accordingly Major Maffett, then commanding, with 
drew to the road running beside the river fence, in Marye's yard, wher- 
I believe the regiment held its position and continued its fire until the 
close of the battle. Afterwards, I sent directions to the officer com- 
manding to send a detail after ammunition. . He did so, and this was 
my last official communication with the regiment for the day. An 
account of what subsequently occurred and a list of the casualties in 
the regiment will, I presume, be furnished by some other officer. Iz 
is my duty and pleasure to testify to the courage and fortitude with 
which these dangers were met and these fiery trials were endured by my 
brave conirad-s, so long as they were under my observation. Several 
valuable officers were wounded — one, Captain W. W. Hance, who has 
suffered amputation of his leg, is lost to the service, if he shall not 
unfortunately be lost to his friends. He was a superior and gallant 
officer, and his loss is a great one to the regiment. Captain John C. 
Summer, a most successful officer; Captain Perrin Foster, an efficient, 
zealous and conscientious officer, and Lieutenants Hollingsworth and 
Hill, both young lieutenants of promise, were killed. The three field 
officers, Captain Todd, senior captain, and Captain Hance, third senior 
captain present, were wounded, and Captain Summer, second senior 
captain present, was killed ; th^s putting the six ranking officers of 
the regiment hors de combat. Ours is a bloody record ; but we trust is 
is a highly honorable one. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES D. NANCE, 
Colonel commanding Third South Carolina Regiment. 



REPORT OF COLONEL CARTER. 



Headquarters Thirteenth Mississippi Regiment, ) 
[Near Fredericksburg, Va.^ December 28, 1862. J 

General:' In accordance with your order, I marched my regiment, 
at about five o'clock on the morning of the 1 Ith instant, to the 
market-house in Fredericksburg, when I was ordered by you to take 
" position on Caroline street, await Lieutenant Colonel Fizer's orders, 
send him reinforcements whenever he called on me to do so, and 
should he be enabled to hold his position, then in that event to with- 
draw my regiment to the market-house." I accordingly took position 
on Caroline street, immediately in rear of the position occupied by 
Lieutenant Colonel Fizer, and opened communication with him, where 
I remained until about four o'clock. P. M., under a very heavy and 
destructive fire from the batteries of the enemy on the opposite side 
of the river. 

About two o'clock, P. M., Lieutenant Colonel Fizer asked me for 
ten men to act as sharpshooters, which I promptly sent him About 
"four o'clock, P. M., Lieutenant Colonel Fizer sent to me for two com- 
panies, which I was proceeding with, when I met him retiring with 
his command to the market-house, being unable to hold his position 
longer. 

I immediately formed my regiment and withdrew it to the market- 
house, when I was ordered by you to form in the next street (towards 
the river) and engage the enemy, but, before I could dp so, I ascer- 
tained that the enemy occupied the street on which I was ordered to 
form and was advancing. I immediately disposed of my regiment on 
the street which I then occupied, (Princess Anne,) so as to command 
as many streets running at right angles with the river as I possibly 
could, and engaged the enemy at once, driving him towards the river, 
after a spirited engagement of two hours. 

Having fired the last gun at the retreating enemy, I was then or- 
dered to withdraw my regiment from the town, which order I 
promptly obeyed. 

The enemy's loss after crossing the river, in the engagement with 
my regiment, is estimated to be over two hundred killed and wounded. 
I refer you to the report already furnished you of the loss which we 
sustained. 

Captain J. L. Clark was killed, by a solid shot, early in tho morn- 
ing. He was a promising young officer. Captain T. W. Thurman 
was dangerously wounded later in the day, fell in the hands of the 
enemy, and, in all probability, is dead. Lieutenant J. M. Stovall is 
missing, and is supposed to be killed. 

I wish to call your attention to the gallant and meritorious conduct 
of Captain G. L. Donald, ^ho had immediate command of several 
companies, which did fine. execution, without sustaining any serious 
loss. 
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a .iV W i Sh !-, a3s °' 5° make mention of the coolness, braver? m4 
soldmly-Lke coadact of both officers and enlisted men of Sy com 

„ . , J J. W. CARTER, 

Lolonel commanding Thirteenth Mississippi Regiment. 



REPORT OF COLONEL J. THOMPSON BROWN. 



Headquarters First Virginia Artillery, ) 
December 19, 1862. J 

Captain A. S. Pendleton,' * 
Assistant Adjutant General : 

Captain : In obedience to orders, I beg leave to submit the following 
report of the ( operations of my command in the late engagement before 
Fredericksburg : 

About ten o'clock, Saturday morning, my batteries were ordered to 
a position in rear of Hamilton's house, ready to be called on as occa- 
sion might require. About twelve o'clock, by order of Col. Crutch- 
field, I sent two Parrott? rifles from Captain Poague's battery, under 
command of Lieutenant Graham, and two similar pieces from the 
third Howitzers, under Lieutenant Utz, to report to Major Pelham, 
on the right'of the railroad. Shortly afterwards, I was ordered to 
send to the same point four other rifle guns, viz : two ten-pounder 
Parrotts and one brass rifle from second Howitzers, and one three- 
inch rifle from Captain Dance's battery, all under the command of 
Captain Watson, (second Howitzers.) These eight guns were actively 
engaged, and suffered severely from the enemy's artillery and sharp- 
shooters. I have to lament the loss on this part of the field of a 
gallant and most excellent officer, Lieutenant Utz, commanding 
third Howitzers. The ammunition of most of the pieces was ex- 
hausted before dark, and the pieces themselves withdrawn. Having 
obtained ammunition for the two rifles of the third Howitzers, I sent 
them back to the field, where they remained, in company with the 
three pieces of Captain Watson's battery, until about nine o'clock. 
About two o'clock, by order of Colonel Crutchfield, I placed in posi- 
tion, on the hill to the extreme right of our infantry line, the two 
twenty-pounder Parrotts of Captain Poague's battery. These two 
pieces, unaided, engaged the enemy's artillery, and afterwards opened 
upon the infantry. The exact range of the hill having been obtained 
by much previous firing, our loss at this point was heavy. Among 
the killed was Lieutenant McCorkle, a brave soldier and estimable 
gentleman. Later in the evening, Lieutenant Colonel Coleman brought 
up two howitzers from Captain Dance's battery, and placed them on 
the left of Captain Poague's pieces. Lieutenant Colonel Coleman 
was severely wounded at this point, but remained on the field until 
after dark. I fear I shall lose the assistance of this valuable officer 
for several months. Late in the evening, two pieces of Captain Hupp's 
battery, under Lieutenant Griffin, were ordered to the right of the 
railroad, and were successfully engaged with the enemy's sharpshoot- 
ers. Captain Brooke's battery, although not actively engaged, was 
exposed to the enemy's fire on Saturday and Sunday. I cannot re- 
frain from expressing my high admiration for fhe conduct of the offi- 
cers and men of my command in the action before Fredericksburg. 
After marching all of tho previous night, they came upon a field 



577 



strewn with the wrecks of other batteries, and behaved in a manner 
which elicited the praise of all who saw them. I append a list of cas- 
ualties : 

Lieutenant Colonel Coleman, wounded in log. Poague's battery, 
six killed and ten wounded. Watson's second Howitzers, one killed 
and seven wounded. Smith's third Howitzers, three killed and three 
wounded. Dance's battery, none killed, two wounded. Hupp's bat- 
tery, none killed, one wounded. Brooke's battery, none killed, two 
wounded, ^otal killed, ten. Total wounded, twenty-six. 

I beg leave to call attention to the fact that but few of the shell 
for Parrott rifles exploded, owing to imperfect fuzes. 
Respectfully submitted, 

J. THOMPSON BROWN, 
37 Colonel First Virginia Artillery. 



REPORT OF MAJOR BRIDGFORD. 



Headquarters Provost Marshal Second Corps, > 

January 9, 1863. ) 

JL jor A. S. Pendleton, 

Assistant Adjutant General : • 

Major: In obedience to an order from the Lieutenant General com- 
manding, I herewith transmit the operations of the provost guard, 
consisting of the battalion and Captain Upshur's squadron of cavalry : 

On the 11th December I received an order to move towards Frede- 
ricksburg, with two days' rations Cooked and placed in haversacks. 

December 12tb, I moved at dawn on the Fredericksburg road to 
Hamilton's crossing, where I placed a guard for the purpose of ar- 
resting all stragglers ; also placed a guard, consisting of cavalry and 
infantry, along the whole line of the corps, in rear of the line of bit- 
tie about half a mile, with instructions to arrest all men without pro- 
per passes, on authorized business for their commands, to bo brought 
to the guard placed on the railroad. There ^my brigade surgeon was 
stationed to examine all men claiming to be sick, without proper passes 
from their brigade or regimental surgeons. Numbers, however, were 
really sick and totally unfit for duty. They were without passes. 
AVhcn a sufficient number were collected together, 1 sent them, under 
charge of cavalry, to be delivered to the first major general whose 
^command was going into the fight, to place them in front and most 
"exposed position of his command. I am happy to state the number 
arrested and sent forward were comparatively few, in consideration 
of the size of the army. 

During the 13th and 14th, the number sent in under guard were 
only five hundred and twenty-six. Numbers were turned back, owing 
to their not having proper passes to return to the rear to cook, &c. 

1 am most happy to state i had no occasion to carry into effect the 
order to shoot all stragglers who refused to go forward, or if caught 
a second time, upon the evidence of two witnesses, to shoot them. 
Had I occasion to carry it into effect, it certainly should have been 
executed to the very letter. 

During the 13th and 14th I received and placed under guard thrgo 
hundred and twenty-four prisoners of war, which J sent to Richmond 
by order of General Lee ; eleven of them were commissioned officers 
and paroled by me; the balance I took names, regiments, brigades and 
corps, as far as possible, in obedience to your order. 

December 16th, I received one hundred and nine prisoners of war 
-which I paroled and sent to Guineas Depot, under command of Cap- 
tain Upshur, with instructions to have them forwarded by railroad to 
Richmond, if possible, which orders were carried into effect. During 
the same day I went through Dr. Black's and Whitehead's hospital, 
vyhere I paroled twenty-three Federal prisoners. 
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A considerable number of wounded prisoners were sent to Rich- 
mond. They do not appear in this statement, nor could I by any 
means ascertain the number. 

On the 17th, I received an order to move with my entire guard in 
rear of General D. H. Hill's division, on the Port Royal road. Cap- 
tain Upshur, with his squadron, being absent, I ordered Captain 
Tucker to assist in bringing up the rear. 

On the 18th, I camped on Mr. Brooke's farm, near where General 
I). H. Hill's division halted. I am happy to inform you that there 
was little or no straggling ; the number did not exceed thirty, not- 
withstanding I used the cavalry in scouring the entire country around. 
It is my belief, so far as I was able to judge, that there was less dis- 
position on the part of the men to shirk from duty, but on the con- 
trary everything went to prove their willingness to do their utmost. 
The great mass seemed eager to confront the foe. The present sys- 
tem of provost guard, if carried into effect, will prevent all future 
straggling. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

D. B, BRIDGFORD, 
Major and Chief Provost Marshal Second Corps. 

P. S. — During the 13th there wefe three hundred and twenty sent 
back, and on the 14th two hundred and six, making the number, a3 
above stated, five hundred and twenty-six. 



LIST OF PRISONERS CAPTURED AT FREDERICKSBURG 
BY LIEUTENANT GENERAL JACKSON'S CORPS:. 

Commissioned officers paroled, 11 
Enlisted men, 445* 
Enlisted men paroled, 133 

38$, 

Less 68 taken and sent by Gen. Lonstreet's corps, 68 ' 

521 

This is the manner they were received here ; five hundred an* 
twenty-one is the amount taken. 



V 
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RETURN OF SMALL ARMS, AM31UNITION, %c. y Collected on 
the Battle-Field before Fredericksburg, in the Engagements of the \2th 
and 13th of December, 1862: 



Shall Aims. 
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.50 
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7S 



2-S 
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13 



3S 

0 

M 
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Ammunition, &o. 



14061 80,000 



94,000 



31,000 



60,000 



1,800 



312 



EE CAPITULATION. 

Total on band at the reserve trains 7,720 

M retained by the first army corps 2,166 



second army corps. . 
forwarded to Richmond 



618 



11,091 



RECAPITULATION. 
Grand total rounds of ammunition 255,000 



RECAPITULATION. 

Total sets of accoutrements 1,800 

RECAPITULATION IN FULL, 



Grand total of arms collected » 11,091 

Probable loss of our troops , 2,000 

Grand total of arms captured 9,091 

** " rounds of ammunition 255,000 

" M sets of accoutrements 1,800 

Respectfully submitted 

BRISCOE G. BALDWIN, 
Lieutenant Colonel and Chief of Ordnance, Jl. «\*. V, 

Headquarters A. N. V., ) 

Ordnance OJfice t January 20, 1868. S 



REPORT OF MAJOR WHITE. 



Headquarters White's Cavalry, December 24, 1862. 

Brigadier General W. E. Jones, 

Commanding Valley District : 

General: I have the honor to send you a detailed actount of my 
scout since I left camp on the morning of the 10th instant. I camped 
that night near Hillsborough. 

On the 13th I captured twelve infantrymen in the neighbor- 
hood of Hillsborough, whom I sent back to Snickersville. I learned 
from them that the enemy had gone in the direction of Leesburg and 
had about three hours start. I immediately ordered an advanced guard 
to push them as rapidly as possible and learn the force of their rear- 
guard. My advance cantured six infantrymen on the way, who were also 
sent to Snickersville. I reached Leesburg about three, P. M. The 
enemy's cavalry left the town as we came in sight. My advance 
pushed on and encountered them about three miles below Leesburg, 
on the Centreville road, and, after a brisk skirmish, drove them into 
the rear-guard of their infantry and cavalry, capturing two and 
wounding three. Nobody hurt on our side. I did not deem it pru- 
dent to attack their infantry and cavalry combined with my force, and 
returned to the neighborhood of Waterford and camped for the night. 

On the morning of the 14th 1 started for Waterford, where I en- 
countered Sam Means' force, some sixty men ; we charged them and 
drove them through the town, killing one of their lieutenants and cap- 
turing their orderly sergeant and one private; both of whom, together 
with those already sent to Snickersville, making twenty-two in all, 
Were sent to your headquarters for disposal. We pursued them about 
five miles in the direction of Point of Rocks. Learning that there 
was a force of about sixty cavalry in Poolesville, I determined to push 
forward to that place ; sent my wt>rst horses back ; sent a squad of 
men to watch the enemy at Harper's Ferry ; they charged the pickets, 
capturing twenty- six, which were paroled. I crossed the Potomac at 
Conrad's ferry with ninety-three men about one hour by sun; arrived 
at Poolesville about eight, P. M. Before entering the town I learned 
that about one-half of their force had gone on a scout ; and that the 
remainder were quartered in the town hall. Divided my force and 
charged it in two directions. Upon surrounding the hall and demand- 
ing its surrender, was answered with a volley from door and windows; 
we returned the fire with good effect, killing a lieutenant and the 
orderly sergeant, and wounding eight, including the lieutenant com- 
manding. The hall was then surrendered ; we captured twenty-one 
prisoners, all of whom we paroled. Our loss was one man killed. 

Some of the enemy were scattered around the town and, when they 
heard~the firing, made good their escape. We also captured forty-three 
horses and destroyed all the stores, consisting of clothing of various 
kinds, blankets, Enfield rifles and muskets, also a large lot of com- 



582 



missary stores, together with wagons, &c. Remained in the town for 
several hours and recrossed the Potomac ut White's ford. Whilst 
camped at the Trap, I sent a scout to Leesburg on the 20th ; they cap- 
tured eight prisoners and paroled them. 

I send you a list of names of all prisoners captured and paroled 
during my scout. 

ELIJAH V. WHITE, 
Major ^commanding Battalion. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN LATIMER. 



Camp near Port Roval, December 25, 1802. 

Major S. Hale, 

A. A. A. General ExceWs Division: 

Major : In obedience to orders, J would most respectfully beg 
^leave to submit the following report of the operations of the batteries 
of EwelPs division in the engagements with the enemy near Frede- 
ricksburg, on the 13th and 14th of the present month: 

Early on the morning of the 13th, I was qrdered by General Early 
to take command of the batteries of the division as acting chief of 
artillery, and I immediately reported to Colonel Crutchfield, chief of 
artillery second corps, for instructions. He ordered mo to park.the 
batteries in a sheltered spot, behind a range of hills, about half a mile 
behind our line of battle, and there await orders. He shortly after 
returned and directed me to take my own battery, under command of 
Lieutenant Tanner, and Captain Brown's, under, command of Lieu- 
tenant Plater, to the relief of some batteries occupying a position 
near the extreme left of the line formed by the second corps, and to 
report to Brigadier General Pender, whose brigade then occupied this 
position. Only five guns were required, and, by direction of General 
Pender, I relieved five of the guns at that point by the two rifles be- 
longing to my battery and the three rifles cpmposing Captain Brown's. 
The position on which these guns were posted was not a very advan- 
tageous one, but the best that could be selected. It was a small 
rising in an open field, with a wood to the right, in which a portion 
of General A. P. Hill's division was posted, and on the left was a 
ditch and bank running parallel with the railroad, behind which a 
portion of General Hood's division was posted. In front, at the dis- 
tance of about a mile, were four of the enemy's batteries, with lines 
of skirmishers considerably advanced in front of said batteries. We 
were exposed to quite a heavy fire from these batteries, but gained 
the position without loss. My orders w.ere to fire only at infantry 
unless the batteries advanced, which orders I obeyed, firing only once 
at them, and then only to cover the advance of General Law's brig- 
ade, which was made late in the day. I was kept constantly engaged 
at this point from eleven, A. M., when I gained it, until night, re- 
pelling repeated advances of the enemy by the use of canister. I 
relieved these batteries that night by Captain Carrington's battery, 
which engaged the enemy next morning, upon the advance of their 
skirmishers, successfully driving them back. Shortly after moving 
to the left with the batteries spoken of above, Captain D'Aquin's and 
the Staunton artillery, Lieutenant Garber, were ordered by Colonel 
Crutchfield to the right of our lines, to report to Major Pelham, where 
they were engaged most of the day. Not having personally super- 
intended their movements during the day, I am unable to describe 
them minutely. Captain Dement's battery was ordered to the front 
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on the Nth, where it remained in battery until we marched to this 
point, without, however, becoming engaged at any time. We have 
to lament the loss of Captain L. E. D'Aquin, of the Louisiana Guard 
artillery. A more gallant officer or more worthy man never fell upon 
the field of battle. Also, Lieutenant Grayson, Captain Brown's bat- 
tery. He fell, nobly, at his post. The losses in the different batte- 
ries are as follows : 

Louisiana Guard artillery, Captain D'A<Juin — Captain D'Aquin, 
killed ; one private wounded ; two horses disabled ; one gun disabled. 

Captain Brown's # battery, Lieutenant Plater — Lieutenant Grayson-' 
and one private killed; nine wounded ; sixteen horses disabled ; also, 
one gun and one caisson. 

Staunton artillery, Lieutenant Garber — None killed or wounded; 
one horse disabled and one gun carriage, afterwards repaired. 

Courtney artillery, Lieutenant Tanner — One private killed ; Lieu- 
tenant Tanner and six privates wounded ; eight horses disabled. 

Captain Carrington's battery — Four men wounded ; seven horses 
disabled. 

Captain Dement's battery — None killed or wounded ; four horses 
disabled. 

I am pleased to be able to say that all the officers and men under 
my command acted in a highly creditable manner, promptly and 
cheerfully obeying all orders and standing to their posts, 
i I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

1 . J. W. LATIMER, 

Captain and Acting Chief of Artilkry of' EwelVs Division. 



REPORT OF COLONEL R. L. WALKER. 

Headquarters Artillery Corp3, December 21, 1862. 

Major R. 0. Morgan, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Major : I have the honor to make the following report of the opera- 
tions of the artillery corps of the light division in the engagement of 
Saturday, the 13th instant : 

The batteries of Captains Mcintosh and Pegram, with a section of 
the batteries of Captains Latham, Johnson and Crenshaw, commanded 
respectively by Lieutenants Potts, Clutter and James Ellett, number- 
ing altogether fourteen guns, had position on the heights near the 
railroad, supported by the brigades of Brigadier General Field (Colo- 
nel Brockenbrough commanding) and Brigadier General Archer. 
Captains Braxtcn (Lieutenant Marye commanding Braxton's battery) 
and Davidson, with five and four gips respectively, took position on 
the left wing of the light division, in the plain just to the right of 
Deep Run creek, and were supported by the brigades, of Brigadier 
Generals Pender and Lane. About ten, A. M., the enemy began a 
desultory fire from several batteries, as if feeling our position. Their 
fire, about eleven, A. M., became hot and well directed, causing'us 
some loss in men* and horses. Captain ^Iclntosh, commanding his 
own guns, and the sections of Captains Latham and Johnson, and 
Captain Pegram, commanding his own guns and the section of Cren- 
shaw, were directed to withhold their fire till there should be an in- 
fantry demonstration. The enemy, weary of suspense, about twelve, 
M., formed a front to attack the heights. Their advance, made by a 
division apparently, was speedily broken and driven back by Cap- 
tains Mcintosh and Pegram's murderous fire — the enemy opening 
upon them meanwhile very destructively with at least twenty- five 
guns. This attempt having failed, the enemy, concentrated in mass 
and in enormous force, moved forward rapidly, protected by a fearful 
fire from all their guns, toward the point of woods in the plain, in 
defiance of our guns, which were served rapidly and with great havoc 
upon their dense ranks. In advancing to, and being routed by, the 
infantry from the woods, they suffered very heavy loss from the fire 
of our guns. While the attention of our guns was devoted to their 
infantry, their artillery caused U3 heavy loss ; but as soon as engaged 
by our guns their shot flew wide, though in weight of metal they 
much exceeded us. At half-past three, P. M., Captains Mcintosh 
and Pegram becoming short of men and ammunition, and having one 
gun disabled and a caisson and limber exploded, they were relieved by 
the corps of Colonel Brown, except one section of Captain Pegram's 
battery, which remained till nightfall. Here we lost Lieutenants 
James Ellett and Z. C. McGruder, whose memory we should not 
willingly let die. Lieutenant Clutter was wounded also, and many 
brave men of the rank and file, gallantly doing their duty, were 
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wounded and killed. On the left of the light division, Lieutenant 
Marye and Captain Davidson, with their commands, fully sustained 
their high reputation. Three charges were made upon their position, 
and gallantly repulsed with canister. Outnumbered in weight of 
metal, and often closely approached by the enemy's infantry, they as 
often sent them back with canister and shrapnel, and held their posi- 
tion until it was 'deemed expedient to abandon it. Captain Braxton 
was withdrawn about three, P. M., and Captain Davidson at nightfall. 
Lieutenant Brander, of the latter battery^ was slightly wounded. 

The guns upon both flanks were served with the coolness of a parade, 
though exposed to a fire which seemed to fill the air with destruction. 

Where all did their duty as well as, I am proud to say, the artillery 
of the light division did theirs in this engagement, comparison would be 
invidious. Men and officers vied with each other in their devotion to 
duty and regardlessness of self. I cannot, however, neglect this op- 
portunity to call your especial attention to Lieutenant J. H. Cham- 
berlayne as particularly deserving notice* for his gallant conduct. His 
services are almost indispensable. 

I have the honor to remain, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

R. L. WALKER, 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding Artillery Light Division. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN NADENBOUSCH, COMMANDING 

REGIMENT. 



Headquarters Second Regiment Virginia Infantry, > 
Camp near Moss Neck, December 23, 1862. J 

Lieutenant: In obedience to orders, I have the honor to sub- 
mit the following report of the operations of the second Virginia 
regiment in the battle of Fredericksburg, fought December 13, 
1862: - 

The regiment left camp near Guineas Depot at six o'clock, A. M., on 
the 12th instant, marched to Hamilton's Crossing, on the Richmond and 
Fredericksburg railroad, thence in a westwardly direction to a large 
wood covering the crest of hills overlooking the battle-field. After a 
number of changes of position, bivouacked for the night in the wood 
above referred to, in rear of General Gregg's brigade, of A. P. Hill's 
division, which held the military road. 

About nine o'clock, A. M., December. 13th, the heavy cannonading 
on the right and left, and the sharp skirmishing in front, announced 
the great battle was near at hand. As the day advanced the musketry 
became more distinct and continuous, and soon the line in front of us 
became hotly engaged. At this time an order to advance was given, 
which was done with order and alacrity, marching in a northeasterly 
direction. The second regiment was on the right of the brigade, and, 
in consequence of this position, was the only one of the brigade, so 
far as I know, engaged in the musketry fight s Marching forward in 
line, with the other regiments of the brigade, I observed that there 
was no support on our right, and kept a sharp lookout for the safety 
of that flank. I apprehended that if the enemy was near at hand they 
would take advantage of this gap, and fall upon our flank at this un- 
guarded point; and so it turned out. How, and in what way, the 
enemy gained this advanced position, and w f hat disposition had been 
made of our front line, it is impossible for me to say. The gap was 
there, and they pushed forward with a large infantry force and a bat- 
tery of artillery, as was ascertained from prisoners captured and 
wounded men- upon the field. Observing them through the dense 
foliage at a distance, and the brigadier being at a different p >int on 
the line, I took the responsibility of filing my regiment to the right, 
presenting my front to the enemy. No sooner had I gotten into posi- 
tion than they opened a heavy fire of musketry and artillery, to which 
the regiment replied rapidly and effectively, men and officers standing 
to their posts and doing their duty as only veterans know how. I 
rejoice to be able to say that there were but few men in the regiment 
who disgraced the name of soldier. It was during this brief but brisk 
fight that the regiment sustained a loss of three killed and seventeen 
wounded. Among the latter were Lieutenant William B. Colston, 
commanding company E, and Lieutenant J. J. Haines, company E. 
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The enemy soon fled. We then advanced to within a short distance 
of the railroad, (the front line of the army,) and remained in this 
position until about seven o'clock, P. M., sending forward company 
C (Captain Randolph) as skirmishers to the railroad. About this 
time the brigade was withdrawn to the military road, where we slept 
upon our arms until half-past three o'clock, A. M., 14th instant, when 
we were order'ed to take position in advance^ along the line of rail- 
road. There was quite lively skirmishing during the entire day — had 
one man wounded. 

About five o'clock, A. M., on the 15th instant, the brigade was 
relieved by Rodes' brigade, of D. H. Hill's division, and returned to 
f the rear in third line — reserve. 

During the entire four days of exposure, suspense and danger, botli 
officers and men evinced the true spirit of patriots and soldiers. I 
cannot but feel proud of the honor of having commanded such men. 
Captain R. T. Colston, second in command, and Adjutant R. W. 
Hunter, deserve honorable mention at my hands for gallantry and 
good conduct during the engagement, and their material aid in the 
command of the regiment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. Q. A. NADENBOUSCH, 
Captain commanding Second Regiment Virginia Infantry. 



LIST OF CASUALTIS in the Second Virginia Infantry, December 

13,1862: 

Company A. — Private Thomas Barr, severely wounded by gunshot, 
not serious. 

Company E. — First Lieutenant W. B. Colston, severely wounded by 
shell, very serious; Second Lieutenant • J. J. Haines, severely 
wounded by musket ball, not serious ; private Samuel Stuckey, se- 
verely wounded by gunshot, not serious ; private Harvey Kite, severely 
wounded by gunshot, not serious ; private N. D. Rittenhour, severely 
wounded by gunshot, not serious; private Alexander Porterfield, 
slightly wounded by shell ; private John Kiser, mortally wounded 
and since died. 

Company F. — Private J. M. Fleming, killed by shell ; private Ford 
Friar, mortally wounded by gunshot. 

Company G. — Sergeant Charles M. Asquith, slightly wounded by 
shell; private Fayette Rawlins, severely wounded by shell, serious; 
private William Kerl, slightly bruised by shell ; private Daniel Mo- 
ler, slightly bruised by shell; private Samuel Fay, slight; private 
Charles G. Tabb, slight. 

Company II. — Private J. A, Luck, severely wounded by gunshot, 
not serious; private James Hicks, slightly ; private William Reed, 
severely wounded by gunshot, not serious. 
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Company /.—Private J. T. Barr, severely wounded by gunshot, not 
serious. 

Company K. — First Lieutenant B. W. Moore, slightly bruised by 
shell. J 
Total, twenty-one. 

J. Q. A. NADENBOUSCH, 
Colonel commanding Second Virginia Infantry. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL EDMONDSON. 



Headquarters Twenty-Seventh Virginia Volunteers, > 
Camp Paxton's Brigade, December 23, 1862. J 

Lieutenant Arnall, 

A. A. A. General First Brigade : 

Sir : In obedience to order, I respectfully submit the following re- 
port of the participation of my regiment in the late battle of the 13th 
instant, before Fredericksburg, viz : 

General Paxton's brigade, of which my regiment form* a part, 
occupied, on the morning of the 13th, the rear position, or t .e third 
parallel line, in supporting distance of General Gregg's brig vlv, which 
occupied a position on the second parallel line. About nin * > * ;lock, 
A. M., a heavy cannonading commenced, and was kept up nl about 
noon, to which my regiment, and the brigade generally, was ^verely 
subjected, but unflinchingly withstood. About noon the ) i Wintry 
became engaged, and the battle, for hours, raged furiously.'. )ur line 
in front finally seeming to give way, my regiment, togethei wich the 
remainder of the brigade, eager for the fray, moved up rapid' y .md in 
good order (passing over troops which, to all appearance, seem I to be 
doubting as to their duty) to the support of their comrades u\ front. 
The enemy, however, had been whipped back in the mean ,ie, and 
our brigade became not engaged. The remainder of the day >v a s en- 
gaged in changing position, but the enemy did not advance 

I sustained no loss in either killed, wounded or missing. * would, 
however, here remark that I have never seen the officers and mei >f my 
regiment behave with more gallantry and with cooler courag * seem- 
ingly having determined to conquer or die. 
Respectfully, 

JAMES R. EDMONDSo^, 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding Twenty -Seventh Reg 1 1 Virginls Vols. 



REPORT OF MAJOR TERRY. 



Headquarters Fourth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, ) 

December 23, 1862. \ 

Captain Charles S< Arnold, 

# A. A. A. General Paxton's Brigade : 

Sir : On the 12th instant the fourth regiment Virginia volunteers 
left camp, five miles northwest of Guineas Station, and moved in the 
direction of Fredericksburg, arriving at Hamilton's Crossing before 
noon, remaining near there some hours. Early in the afternoon the 
regiment, with the brigade, moved forward, and was put in position 
in rear of a portion of A. P. Hill's division, in the woods .west of the 
railroad, and to the right of the road leading from Hamilton's Cross- 
ing in the direction of the telegraph road. The regiment several 
times changed position during the afternoon, and rested for 
the night by their guns, a little in rear of the summit in these 
woods — the fourth regiment during the day occupying the left of 
the brigade. 

Early next morning, the 13th instant, theevidence of the approaching 
conflict was heard in brisk skirmishing and cannonading, the enemv's 
shot and shell passing and frequently bursting near the fourth regi- 
ment, but doing no damage. Towards noon the regiment was retired 
a few hundred yards and formed in line of battle, from which position 
we soon moved forward by the front. Early in this movement Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Gardner was severely wounded in the face by a frag- 
ment of shell, whilst gallantly leading his regiment, and carried from 
the field. As the next in rank, I assumed command. The regiment 
continued to move forward in direction of the heavy infantry firing in 
front, until we passed the crest of the hill, when we moved by the 
right flank along, and crossing, the military road. • Here the fourth 
regiment was ordered to take position on tjae extreme right of the 
brigade, which was promptly done, and again formed in line of battle. 
During this time we were exposed to a galling fire of shot and shell, 
which wounded several of my men. 

The engagement still progressing, we were again ordered forward 
along the military road, and took a position then unoccupied by any 
troops, some one hundred yards to the west of, and parallel to, the 
railroad. I threw out skirmishers in front pf the regiment; who kept 
up a brisk fire with the enemy's skirmishers until dark, killing and 
wounding several of them. We remained here until after night, when 
I was ordered to follow the twenty-seventh regiment. We moved a 
short distance to the rear along the military road, by which we had 
advanced, laying down for the night by the road side. 

At three, A. M., l4th instant, we were aroused, moved a few hun- 
dred yards through the woods, in the direction of Fredericksburg, and 
were placed in position behind the embankment of the railroad— the 
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second Virginia regiment resting upon a skirt of woods which crossed 
the railroad, and the fourth regiment on the left of the second. We 
remained in this position during Sunday, the 14th instant, hourly 
expecting a general advance of the enemy, but the day passed without 
any incident worthy of notice, beyond the •skirmishing between the 
sharpshooters on both sides. I, however, restrained the fourth regi- 
ment, and permitted no firing, and thus protected my men from any 
loss. ^ , 

, At dawn on Monday morning, the 15th instant, my regiment was 
relieved from duty on the advance post, and retired, with tHfe brigade, 
about one mile to the rear, in the woods, where we remained till Tues- 
day morning, from which place we marched to our present encamp- 
ment in Caroline county. 

Of the conduct of officers and men, from Lieutenant Colonel Gard- 
ner down, it affords me great pleasure to speak in the highest terms of 
commendation. For coolness and steadiness under a trying fire of 
artillery, I never saw their conduct surpassed. And while they were 
not called on to participate in an infantry fight they showed they were 
ready to meet its danger and to do their duty. And I avail myself 
of this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to the officers and 
men for their cheerful, prompt and ready obedience to orders under 
every circumstance ; and, when all have behaved so well, I should do 
injustice did I attempt to bestow marked distinction upon any. I 
must also express my regret at the loss the service has sustained in 
the wounding of Lieutenant Colonel Gardner, whose whole conduct 
during this war, on many hard-fought battle-fields, has marked him 
as a most trustworthy and efficient officer. 

I give below a list of the casualties. 

Very respectfully, &c, 

WILLIAM TERRY, 
Major commanding Fourth Regiment Virginia Volunteers. 



LIST OF CASUALTIES in the Fourth Regiment Virginia VoU 

unteers : 

Field and Staff. — Lieutenant Colonel Gardner severely wounded ia 
the face. 

Company A. — Corporal Thomas Chatwell, shot in foot. 

Company C. — Wounded : Private S. S. Coddall, in right foot ; pri- 
vate William Boyd, in left leg ; private George Pratt, in left leg ; 
private C. L. Terry, in the back. 

Company D. — Wounded : Private G. H. Hudge, in right leg ; pri- 
vate A. J. Wolfe, in right hip. 

Company F. — Wounded : Sergeant T. R. Stamper, in foot ; private 
W. S. Shupe, in right hip ; private S. 0. Canico, in left side. 

Company G. — Wounded: Sergeant J.»H. Sublett, left hip ; Corpo- 
ral G. A. Willis, left arm ; private P. Hall, in left hip and breast. 

Company L. — Wounded : Private J. C. Snider, in left arm. 
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The wounde in most of the foregoing cases are slight— from frag- 
ments of shell. Many have already returned to duty. 

WILLIAM TERRY, 

Major commanding Fourth Regiment Virginia Foluniztrs. 
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REPORT OF LIEUTENANT McKENDREE. 



Headquarters Carpenter's Battert, > 
Camp Paxton's Brigade, December 23, 1862. > 

General E. F. Taxton, 

Commanding First Brigade : 

General : la obedience to orders, I submit the following report of 
the part taken bj this company in the action of Saturday, the 13th 
instant : 

On the morning of the day above mentioned, about six o'clock, we 
were conducted by Captain Brockenbrough, then acting chief of artil- 
lery, to a position in front of General Branch's brigade, being sup- 
ported by the seventh North Carolina regiment, which was posted 
alongside of the railroad, about one hundred yards to our rear. Wo 
were instructed to hold our position until our support had passed to 
the front, then, if necessary, to move to another point some three hun- 
dred yards to the rear. As soon as we arrived on the ground the 
battery was prepared for action, but remained silent, according to 
orders, until about nine o'clock, A. M., when we observed the enemy 
advancing on our right in considerable force, (infantry,) when we, in 
connection with Captains Braxton's and Wooding's batteries, imme- 
diately on our right, opened a brisk fire on the advancing column, 
which caused them to waver and break for a time, but soon reappeared, 
at the same time advanced several batteries on our left and front to 
wiihin short range, and opened a destructive fire of artillery on our 
batteries. When I observed them advancing with artillery on our 
kft, attempting to enfilade our position, (which they had partially 
succeeded in doing,) I at once despatched a messenger to the com- 
manding officers of two batteries to our left and rear, requesting them 
to begin firing at once, and, if possible, dislodge the pieces thus 
advanced. Soon after one or both the batteries began a very slow 
firo, but without either driving the enemy from his position or attract- 
ing the firing in that direction. The fire was so destructive that wo 
were soon compelled to continue the action with three pieces instead 
of four; and still later withdrew another piece and placed all tho 
available men I then had to the two remaining guns, and thus continued 
tho action until our skirmishers were driven to the rear, and the 
infantry of the enemy rapidly advancing, which being observed by 
Captain Brockenbrough, he called on our support to come to our 
rescue, which they promptly did, passing some twenty yards to our 
front, and held tho enemy in check until we could limber up our two 
remaining guns, which being done, we retired in good order some 
minutes after the other batteries had left the field — this being about 
eleven o'clock, A. M. We left one caisson on the field for want of 
fcorses to haul it off. I then took a commanding position some three 
hundred yards to the rear of my first, and sent the orderly sergeant 
(having no commissioned officer to as3ist me) to halt the two pieces 
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first sent from the field, and which were then moving off with Captain 
Wooding's battery. He soon returned, informing me that Captain 
Brockenbrough was riding at the head of the retiring column. Sup- 
posing that he intended me to follow, I then moved on. When Ixam8 
up with him found that he had been severely wounded, in consequence 
of which he was retiring. He then ordered me to take command of 
Wooding's battery, in connection with my own, which I did, and reported 
to General A. P. Hill for orders, who directed me to go to the nearest 
open field in rear, get as many pieces ready for action as practicable 
and await further orders. Late in the afternoon I received an order 
from General Taliaferro directing me to return to a point on the left, 
near the one occupied in the morning, and open fire on the enemy at 
once. Arriving near the point designoted, met that officer, who in- 
formed me that we were too late, directing that we go back and go 
into camp for the night. 



CASUALTIES: 

Second Lieutenant D. R. Barton, killed ; Second Lieutenant Wil* 
liam T. Lambie, wounded, severely ; private Thomas Hastings, killed ; 
Sergeant F. Karnes, wounded, slight; Corporal ]?. O'Conncr, slight; 
Corporal J. F. Fudge, severe ; privates A. Staff, severe ; A. J. Bar- 
row, severe ; George Myers, severe ; William Baggage, severe ; John 
Miller, slight; E. Piper, severe; John Sawyers, slight; James Gin- 
Ter, slight; Jsaac Swindle, slight; R. Martin, slight ; William New- 
comer, slight; M. Clemm, slight ; H. Loch, severe; A. McCarty, 
alight; J, Hawkins, severe ^ John O'Niel, slight; W. Allemong, 
severe; John McCarty, slight ; Joseph Grim* slight ; John Cad wai&- 
<Jer, slight ; Joseph Anderson, missing. Ten horses killed and four 
disabled. 

GEORGE McKENDREE, 
Lieutenant commanding Battery. 



REPORT OF COLONEL wiEREN. 

Headquarters Taliaferro's Brigade, December 19, 1862. 

Major Taliaferro, 

Assistant Adjutant General Jackson s Division : 

Major: In obedienee to orders, I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing report of the part taken by this brigade in the recent action 
near Fredericksburg : 

The brigade left its encampment Friday morning about sunrise, 
and, on arriving at Hamilton's Crossing, was put in position in rear 
of the Hamilton house, in support of the batteries stationed on the 
hill. This position it occupied the remainder of the day and thai 
night, but saw nothing of tlie .enemy. 

Early Saturday morning I was ordered to the left, and took posi- 
tion in rear and supporting distance of Brigadier General Paxton's 
brigade, in the following order: Thirty-seventh Virginia regiment, 
commanded by Colonel T. V. Williams; tenth Virginia regiment, 
commanded by Captain W. B. Yancey; twenty-third Virginia regi- 
ment, commanded by Captain A. S. Richardson ; forty-seventh Ala- 
bama regiment, commanded by Captain I. M. Campbell ; forty-eighth 
Alabama regiment, commanded by Captain C. B. St. John. During the 
day I was advanced to the front, until I came up to the second line, 
at which point I received orders to fall back to- the military road and 
occupy it. 

Next morning, in accordance with orders, I occupied the front line 
on General Paxton's left. Early in the morning my skirmishers 
engaged those of the enemy for a short time, but during the day and 
night following this part of the line was remarkably quiet. 

Monday morning, being relieved, we retired to the third line. 
Captain Wooding's battery was detached from the brigade Friday 
morning, and its action did not come under my observation. It was, 
however, early in the action, and sustained its reputation for gal- 
lantry and efficiency, but, I regret to say, suffered severely — Captain 
Wooding and Lieutenant Jones both being severely wounded. The 
loss sustained by the brigade, not including loss in battery, was 
slight, being two officers and fourteen privates wounded. I refer to 
the report already furnished for names, &c. 

Most respectfully, 

E. T. H. WARREN, 
Colonel Tenth Virginia Regiment commanding Brigade. 



REPORT OF COLONEL H. J. WILLIAMS. 



Headquarters Fifth Virginia Volunteers, > 
December 24, 1862. J 

Lieutenant C. S. Arnall, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant General : 

Lieutenant: In pursuance of orders from brigade headquarters, I 
herewith transmit report of this regiment during the engagement near 
Fredericksburg, December 13, 1862. 

On the morning of 12th December, the regiment with the brigado 
left camp with two hundred and forty-six men, non-commissioned, 
&c, with seventeen commissioned officers, taking the road leading to 
Fredericksburg. Having marched a distance of about six miles, we 
were halted along the railroad and ordered to load ; which being 
accomplished, we marched and countermarched along the railroad, 
Taking an oblique course across the field to the left of the road, we 
proceeded along and upon the top of the hills overlooking the Yailey 
about and around Fredericksburg, where we remained during the 
remainder of the day and night, without any thing of importance 
oocurring worthy of note. In the morning at nine o'clock cannon- 
ading became very heavy on our right, which continued until the lire 
was extended along our whole line. During this artillery duel seve- 
ral of the men upon the left of the regiment were wounded, one 
seriously, in company F. About one o'clock we were again ordered 
back and formed line of battle four hundred yards in rear of our 
former position. After remaining in this position a short time the 
roar of musketry plainly indicated that the battle had commenced. 
We then moved forward to what is called " the military road" under 
heavy fire of shell, &c. We were there halted a few moments, then 
ordered by the right flank, moving forward perhaps half a mile when 
halted again for a few momets, throwing out skirmishers at the same 
time, moving forward in line of battle for a few hundred yards to a 
fence a short distance from the railroad, then we were halted and 
remained until the firing ceased, which was a little after dark, then 
^e moved back to the military road and remained until near daylight, 
when we were moved forward and took a position in front along the 
railroad. In this position we remained during the day and night 
■with no other casualties, save one man wounded in company E. The 
firing continued during the along the whole line of skir- 

mishers ; remaining in this position during the day and night, we were 
relieved near daylight by General Rodes' brigade, when we took up 
the line of march, moving back perhaps one mile and a half, where 
we remained until next morning about nine o'clock, at this period we 
were ordered to move, taking the direction of Port Royal, we marched 
until a late hour, where we encamped upon the farm of , 
in Caroline county, Virginia, where we now are. I must say, in con* 
elusion, with the exceptions already mentioned in aformer report, that 
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men and officers never behaved so gallaiffcly, and, in justice to all, I 
can give no one more praise than another. Sufficient to say that all 
were at their posts and did their duty. Annexed you will find list of 
casualties. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. J. WILLIAMS, 
Lieutenant Cclonct commanding Regiment. 



List of Casualties in Fifth Virginia Volunteers, 

Company D. — Wounded : Cyrus Lotts, accidentally in finger. 

Company E. — Wounded: John Harris, seriously in abdomen. 

Company F. — Wounded : Lieutenant John M. Brown, slightly in 
leg; Private Alfred Sheflet, leg amputated; Sergeant J. Dunlop, 
slightly in shoulder; Wm. H. Rodgers, seriously in leg; John Jor- 
den, slightly in arm ; Wm. T. Baiiy, slightly in shoulder ; James 
Trimble, slightly in knee. 

Company L — Wounded: Corporal Gerard Kin, slightly in leg ; F. 
M. Wood, accidental in finger. 

Total number wounded, eleven. 

Respectfully, 

C. II. CALHOUN, 

Acting Adjutant. 



/ 
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